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YOUR N E W HOUSE, 

BY EET, B, T. EOBEETS. 

There is not one of you bnt that, 
if you knew your house in which you 
live, would soon go to decay, would 
feel some anxiety to know what yoa 
would do for another. You would not 
leave so important a matter to chance. 
You would naturally make as good 
provision as your circumstances would 
allow. 

Your body is your house. That 
which constitutes you a rational, mor­
al, accountable being, lives in your 
body. Bnt it may live without it. 
The Saviour says so: And fear not 
them which kill the body, hut are not 
able to kill the soul; but rather fear 
hini which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.—Mat. X, 28. See 
also Luke xii, 4. Just as one can 
destroy your house withont destroy­
ing you; so one can kill the body 
without killing tbe soul. 

Paul also teaches the same doctrine: 
Whether in the body I cannot tell; or 
whether out of the body I cannot tell.— 
2 Cor. xii, 2. But if a man can live 
only in the body, he could readily tell. 
If perception and memory belong to 
the body, tben he must have known 
that he was in the body, when he was 
caught up into paradise, and heard un-

."peakable words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter.—-2 Cor, xii, 4, But 
as it is the soul which hears and re­
members, he could not tell whether he 
was in the body or out of the body. 
So to the rich man who, when his body 
was in the grave, in hell lified up his 
eyes, being in torment, Abraham said, 
Son, remember.—Luke xvi, 23, 25. So 
also Paul said, We are confident I say, 
and willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord.— 
2 Cor. V, 8. The soul exists, then, 
when it leaves the body. 

But the body is going to decay. 
Never did the skill of man construct 
so wonderful, so delicate a house. As 
soon as you begin to use it, it begins 
to Wear out. For a long time it pos­
sesses a wonderfjil power, which no 
house that man ever built has pos­
sessed, of replacing its various parts 
as they are worn out. It replaces its 
carious frame, its delicate covering, its 
inner Substance, its firm yet movea­
ble foundation, its self-opening and 
closing doors and windows. But there 
comes a time sooner or later, in a few 
years at f^rthsst, when it loses this 
wonderful power. When this power 
is gone, no architect's skill can put it 
in repair. The body goes to decay. 
The old honse tumbles down abont 
you. I t will shelter you no longer. 

Beloveds, nothing is more ' certain. 
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than that this critical period will soon 
come in your history. There is no 
escaping it. Prevention, there is none. 
Neither strength, nor talent,nor money, 
nor all combined can guard against it. 
Come it will. 

What provision are yon making for 
a place to go to ? Where do you ex­
pect to move to when relentless Death 
ejects you from the body ? Can you 
be so devoid of common prudence as 
to take no thought about the matter? 
Have you no care as to what is to be 
your habitation, or your surroundings, 
or who are to be your neighbors ? I 
will tell you what provision prudent 
men have made, and, if you will, you 
may make the same, Paul says: 

F O B WE KNOW THAT, IF OUE EARTHLY 

HOUSE OF THIS TABERNACLE WEBE DlS-

soLVEn, WE HAVE A BOILDINO OF GOD, 

A HOOSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS, ETER­

NAL IN THE HEAVENS.—2 Cor, v, 1, 

1, How confident the declaration I 
We know. In a matter of so great 
importance, no thoughtful person wishes 
to have anything left to conjecture. 
The wisest of the heathen could only 
express their belief in a future exis­
tence. The most confident of infidels 
had no better comfort to offer than that, 
Death is taking a leap in the dark. 

2. The bouse is already constructed. 
He did not have to wait until tbe old 
material conld be worked over into a 
new building. We have a house. We 
are not obliged to go to sleep and wail 
until a new bailding can be prepared. 
The building is ready for its occu­
pant. He does not say, " We shall 
have a house at the resnrrection"—at 
some future time—but we have it now. 
If oar earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved—that is, as soon as it is 

dissolved—we have a building of God. 
Jesus says, In my Father's house 

are many mansions: if it were not so, 1 
would have told you. And if 1 go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.— 
John xiv, 23, 

3, This house is holy. There is 
nothing unholy but what man or fallen 
spirits have made unholy. But with 
this new building they have had noth­
ing to do. It is the work direct of 
God. Everything about it is pure. 

4, It is a snbstantial building. The 
hand of time can make no ravages 
witb it. The spiritual body will be 
adapted to a spiritnal existence. Its 
vigor will never be lessened by exer­
tion or we'akened by age. It will need 
no rest—for it is fitted for a region in 
which tbere is no night.—Rev. xxii, 5. 
Its untiring energies will never waste 
away. Monarchs, at various periods, 
have expended immense sums in build­
ing edifices which they intended should 
stand as monuments in all ages of their 
wealth and skill. Yet scarcely a ves­
tige remains of the once proud palkces 
of Babylon and Nineveh, of Carthage 
and Rome. But this house will for­
ever stand, eternal in the heavens. 

5, Its location is the most desirable 
that can be imagined. The value of 
any edifice depends largely npon its 
situation. In deserted towns, houses 
can be bought for a tithe of wbat they 
c^st. No one would wish to remove 
to a region where malaria, and fever, 
and death prevail. The finest edifice 
in a location which renders it impossi­
ble to find congenial associates, fitting 
avocations, and a suitable livelihood 
would go untenanted. 
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But this house is in a happy region, 
the inhibitants of which never say, " I 
am sick."—Isa. xxxiii, 24. There is 
not a want of their nature left unsup­
plied.—Rev. vii, 16, 17. Of every­
thing that can contribute to their hap­
piness, there is an abundance. The 
associations are of angels and the holy 
ones who have lived upon the earth in 
all ages. And there shall in no wise 
enter into it anything ihat defileth, 
neither whatsoever maketh a lie.—Rev. 
xxi, 27, 

6. To inhabit this house you must 
be prepared for it. Men select for 
themselves dweUings according to their 
cultivation and tastes. The Indian 
prefers his wigwam to a finely fur­
nished mansion. The soul which in­
habits a pure body must itself be pure. 
There is a necessary correspondence 
between the inside and outside. But 
he who provides the building, under­
takes to fit us for it. Now he that hath 
wrought us for the self-same thing, is 
God.—2 Cor. v, 5. We must be a 
prepared people, for a prepared house. 

We must put ourselves in God's 
hands to let him work in us to will 
and to do of his good pleasure. There 
must be no holding back. We must 
he the clay and He the Potter. If 
self-will is strong, and it is diflScult to 
mold us, and He puts ua into the fur­
nace to heat us, as iron is heated, and 
then seeks to shape us into His image, 
with His great hammer, we mtist not 
flinch or draw back, but let Him carry 
on his fashioning process at His own 
good pleasure. If you have unholy 
appetites or filthy habits, you must be 
cleansed from these, or you can never 
inhabit the honse not made with hands, 
etemal in the heavens. 

0 ye pilgrims, never forget that the 
time for moving is at hand, and see to 
it that the refining processes of grace 
in your souls are never hindered by 
your unwillingness or your unbelief. 
Your home for eternity will be what 
you have prepared yourself for in time. 

P U T ON THE NEW MAN WHICH, AF­

TER G O D IS CREATED IN siGHTEOtis-

NESS AND TBUE HOLINESS. 

" AIMING AT IT." 

BY O. A. PBATT. 

I recently met a retired minister of 
the advanced age of eighty years. He 
was a warm advocate of baptism by 
immersion, and very close in his views 
of communion. I at length asked him 
if he wai as close in all the Scriptural 
commands; for instance, in those re­
ferring to perfect love, or entire sanc­
tification 7 

" Oh, no," he firmly replied, " I can­
not endure tbat doctrine. No one can 
be perfect in this life." 

He said it was all nonsense—a mere 
human fabrication, etc. 

"But,** I answered, "there were 
in Bible times, many who were styled 
' perfect,' as Abraham. Enoch, Asa, 
etc, and the Lord is no respecter of 
persons; and besides the commands 
are. very plain—' Be perfect,' ' Be 
sanctified wholly,' and the like; and 
surely these are not withont some 
signification." 

" Why," replied he, " these com­
mands simply mean that we are not to 
arrive to a state of perfection in this 
life, but simply to aim at it." 

I was heartily astonished ; and be­
ing aroused to a sense of duty toward 
the blessed Master, while several per­
sons were congregating together, I re­
plied : 

"Aiming at i t i You who have 
stood for balf a century in the sacred 
desk, advocating, through all these 
years, that we are not to obey certain 
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of God's commandments, but simply 
' aim at them,' as if indeed tbe Lord 
requires impossibilities of his children-! 
Are you not virtually saying, as did 
tho unfruitful servant to his Master: 
' I know thee that thou art a hard mas­
ter?' What must be tbought of an 
agent who shoald say to his employer, 
' I did not go to that place as you bid 
me, to transact that business, but sim­
ply aimed to go, falling short of it a few 
miles ?' Or of a brigade of soldiers, 
who should say to their general, ' We 
did not obey your commands, though it 
was in our power—we only aimed 
to do so, and we were defeated ?' Or 
of citizens, ' We don't expect to.obey 
the laws, though we intend to aim 
obedience ?' Yet you would have us, 
as servants of God, not do tbe will of 
the Lord, but simply aim to do it," 

I'thus continued for some time,when 
with a serious expression of counte­
nance, and in a thoughtful mood, and 
without a word in reply, he quic-lly 
departed, 

Deir pilgrims, are you doing the will 
of God? or are you simply aiming at 
it ? Remembc-r the words of the Lord, 
"Not everyone liiat saiib unto rae. 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king­
dom of heaven ; but he that DOETH the 
will of my Father which is in heaven," 

—Afflictions make a divorce between 
the soul and sin. It is not a small 
thing that will work sin out of the soul. 
Ir. must be the spirit of burning afflic­
tions sanctified. 

—Men are not made duly religious 
by performing certain actions which 
are externally good; but men must 
have righteous principles in the first 
p'ace, and then they will not fail to 
perform virtuous actions. 

—The inconsistent Christian is the 
teacher of the reckless unbeliever. 
The latter says : ."If the Gospel can­
not exact better obedience than this, it 
must be false." Or he goes even fur­
ther, saying, " I am as good as he is— 
I will join the chnrch too." Then the 
church is corrupted, as well as the 
truth despised. 

THB CHRISTIAN BANKRUPT. 

Our corrupt world often defiles even 
the Christian; so that thj merchant 
who professes Christianity, is some­
times disposed to think that trade can­
not be carried on in connection with re­
ligions principles. On this account, the. 
laws ofthe State are adopted instead of 
those ol the Bible ; and if anv man, by 
his want of skill, or by the various vi­
cissitudes connected with merchandise, 
becomes unable to meet his engage­
ments, it is too often enough to satisfy 
him that the law has made provision 
for his release-from permanent incon­
venience. The true Christian, if we 
mistake not, will always disiinguish be­
tween the law of man and that of God, 
and in the event of insolvency or bank­
ruptcy, will esteem it not merely a 
duty, but a high source of happiness, if 
the providence of God will ever enable 
him to pay his creditors the last farth­
ing of that which he owes. Such were 
the feelings and conduct of my venera­
ble friend of thirty years ago, Deacon 

W , whose name and memory are 
still fragrant with all who knew him, 
and whose example is a precious le­
gacy to Christian merchants. The 
piety of my frii-nd was early, and so 
became eminent. While he was yet 
comparatively yonng, he was surround­
ed by the cares ot a numerous family, 
and the anxieties of a large bnsiness 
connection. For a long series of years 
all was prosperous, his income was good, 
his reputation high, and his domestic 
and chnrch connections were happy. 
Like Job, under th^ infiuence of security 
which'ought never to have been cher­
ished, he might perhaps have been 
ready to say, " I shall die in my nest." 
But when he had reached the age of 
nearly threescore years, reverses 
came. Merchant after merchant failed 
lar.gely in his debt, the prices of many 
articles in his possession suddenly fell, 
and he found that Christian integrity 
claimed that his creditors should be­
come acquainted with the condition of 
bis affairs. I was present when he first 
stated the facts to his own family. 
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They were assembled for evening wor­
ship; the Bible and Psalm-book were 
placed on the table as usual, and the 
whole household, including five adult 
sons, were around him. The first ap-
pearence of the father, as he walked 
from the ofiice adjoining his house to 
the parlor, indicated some weighty 
matter resting on his spirits, and this 
was confirmed by the impressive man­
ner in which the Psalm-book was laid 
aside, intimating that on that evening 
it would uot be used; an occurrence 
only witnessed once before in the his­
tory ofthe family, and then on an oc­
casion of deep, domestic affiiction. 
Among the inmates of the family were 
two female domestics, whose services 
had been enjoyed by them for thirty 
years; who had been to our friend like 
children, and who, by his agency, under 
God, had been led to thecross of Christ. 
These Christian females had saved from 
their wages, and placed inhis hands at 
interest, sums unitedly amounting to 
some £100. To this fact he most 
touchingly alluded, adding, however— 
or rather he would have fully added, 
bnt for their tearful entreaties that he 
would never think of it again—that he 
hoped at some future day to repay the 
whole with interest. Reading the Scrip­
tures and prayer did not a little to calm 
the perturbed spirits ofthe whole house­
hold. Not a murmur was expressed 
or felt in the whole family. A few 
days afterwards witnessed the meet­
ing of the creditors, and never was a 
meeting more free from dissatisfaction, 
or more unanimous in their resolutions. 
The worthy merchant placed before 
them his books, made a full and candid 
exposure of his affairs, and closed with 
expressing a confident hope that, by 
instalments covering five years,he could 
pay the last farthing of their claims. 
To such a proposal they would not 
listen. They said they had known and 
esteemed him for many years, that his 
conduct had always been honorable to 
his profession, that to some of them he 
had been a warm friend, and all had 
more or less profited by their connec­
tion vith him. Under such circum­

stances, they were ready to take such 
dividend as he could pay within a year, 
without injury to the comforts of his 
family, and that with them his credit 
was still good tb any amount. The 
meeting was as gratifying to my friend 
as such a meeting could be, and one 
which furnished matter for devout grat­
itude to the God of his mercies. A 
year rolled away, a handsome dividend 
was paid, all were satisfied with the 
conduct ofthe excellent deacon, and he 
was, by a legal document, released 
from all future claims. Not so, how­
ever, did he consider himself. His 
labors were abundant, for yet he re­
solved to pay the whole, "and whatso­
ever he did, God made it to prosper." 
All his friends saw and felt that he 
was " not slolhfal in business, but fer­
vent in spirit, serving the Lord," 
Time rolled along, and at the end of 
five years, by his own kind invitation, 
I again spent an evening with his 
family and united in their devotions. 
This time the Psalm-bock was not laid 
aside, but after the husband, the father, 
the merchant had told the joyful news 
that by the kindness of his God he was 
free from any embarrassment, they 
united in singing Addison's hymn be­
ginning— 

" 'When all thy mercies, O my God, 
My risinsr soul surveys, 

Transported with the view, l=ni loet 
In wonder, love, and praise," 

Prayer and thanksgiving followed, and 
as the family were retiring, the two 
old domestics were recalled to r.fceive 
their money in full with interest. With 
lears of gratitude and joy tbey returned 
the deposit, adding to it their latter sav­
ings, which their friend had heretofore 
declined to take, and in his hands all re­
mained till his death. The following 
day his creditors met, and each received 
with interest, the last farthing he could 
hiive ever claimed. Cheerfulness and 
an excellent spirit marked the evening, 
but an admirable regard was had to 
the delicacy of their friends' feelings. 
They discovered, however, that in order 
to be thus punctual to what he regarded 
his former promise, he had disposed of 
the policy of a life insurance effected 
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in the favor of his family ; this, wiih 
excellent tact, they regained the follow­
ing day, and sent it with an appropriate 
letter to thoir' common friend. The 
blessings of heaven continued to smile 
upon him, and during the ten succeed­
ing years he became comparatively 
rich, Al seventy-five, " like a shock 
of corn fully ripe" he expired wiihout a 
moment's warning, amidst almost nni-
versiil sorrow, from disease of lhe 
heart, with which he had long been 
afflicted. 

AS FOR ME. 

BV HANNAH PELTBN. 

" As for me, I will behold thy face in righteons­
ness : 1 shall be satisfied, when 1 awake witb thy 
likeness.**—Psa. xvii. 15. 

In these words of inspiration we first 
notice the individuality expressed, viz., 
" A s for me." I wili do right; I will 
live the life" of the righteous. And 
why thia resolve so fully and reso­
lutely determined upon ? It is neces­
sary to fit us for the companionship of 
angels, and for the purity of heaven. 
We sbould be thus, that we may honor 
and glorify God; also that we may 
have an influence for good. 

Oh, bow S'ad it is, that the person, 
who is allowing the sbort life which is 
given him to prepare for one so noble, 
and. glorious, sh'ould suffer it to pass in 
siuful indifference aud neglect, because 
he is surrounded by others who dd not 
do right, flow much better to act the 
part of v/isdom, and resolve at once, 
" As for me, I will do what I feel I 
onght to do—be a Christian." Ob, that 
the one p&rple.xed and tempted with 
the inconsistencies of professed Chris­
tians, would heartily resolve—•' .4s for 
me, I will live righteous; I will do 
the wili of my Father; I will behold 
thy face in righteousness," 

Whoever ibus resolves, and reso­
lutely acts, will not be loiterers. They 
will not be of those who are influenced 
by a compromising world ; led into its 
trifling vanities, its vain customs, its 
foolish indulgencies. They will notbe 

influenced from a holy life by the acts 
of one, by the thoughts or conduct of 
another; but the soul exclaims, "As 
for mo, I will be righteous." A noble 
impulse ills the soul—loyalty to truth, 
and holiness. Such feel the excelsior 
attainment. Their eyes are on the 
sweet fields of paradise. Its mansions 
rise before their faith. Then away 
with every contaminating inflnence; 
away with the sordid desire; away 
with .whatever fetters the soul's free­
dom. Then will the child of God be 
satisfied even in this lite, but in a far 
higher sense in the great awakening 
with the likeness of our Lord. 

This is a, good resolve : As for me, 
I will be righteous. "As for me, I will 
call upon God, and the Lord shall lave 
rae. Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray and cry aloud; and 
he shall hear mv voice."—Psalms Iv, 
16, 17, 

-. .̂ -*-̂  — 
—The pulsations of a holy heart 

lead to a holy iife, and this is the 
avowed purpose of our election. 

—Never be sorry for any generous 
thing tbat you ever did, even if it was 
betrayed. You cannot afford to keep 
on the safe side by being mean. 

—No man ever served God by do-
iiig ihings tomorrow; if we honor 
Cbrist and are blest, it is by the 
things which we do to-day. Whatever 
you do for Cbrist, throw your whole 
soul into it. 

—Above all, let me mind my own 
personal work; keeping myself pure, 
and zealous, and believing : laboring to 
do God's will,yet not anxious that it 
should be done by me rather than by 
others, if God disapproves of my doing 
it. 

—A young minister, somewhat dis­
tinguished for self-conceit, having failed 
disastrously before a crowded audience, 
was thus addressed by au aged broth­
er: " If you had gone into the pnlpit 
feeling as you now do on coming out 
of the pulpit, you would have felt on 
coming out of that pulpit, as you did 
when yon went up into the pnlpit." 
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HEALED: 

BT MISS L , E . BAWSON. 

Sister Rawson isa devoted Christian, 
belonging to the Congregationalist 
Church of Oberlin, Ohio, The state­
ments of the wonderful narrative which 
we here give oar readers, can be im­
plicitly relied upon. It was written 
with the hand tbat God so miraculously 
healed.—EDITOB, 

In October, 1868, while walking 
over an imperfect sidewalk, I fell, 
striking my right hand in such a man­
ner as to bend It backward, straining 
every ligament, dislocating the wrist 
and injuring the arm to the shoulder. 

Betore a physician could be called, 
the whole hand and arm were so swol 
leu as lo render any satisfactory ex­
amination impossible, and it was with 
much difficulty that an attempt was 
made to set the wrist. 

Por days, weeks, and months my 
sufferiags were intense beyond ex­
pression. No medicine or outward 
application, except occasionally a hot 
compress, had po'-ver to alleviate the 
pain, but would r-ather increase it. 
Soaietirues the heart of a friend would 
be turned to pray that the Lord would 
give me sleep, and such seasons of 
rest, though brief, were most refresh­
ing. At the end ol six mouths the 
bones-of tho wrist iuid become so dis­
eased, and tbe hand so sensitive, that 
by a slight pressure upcn it, ray whole 
system would be thrown into spasms. 

Some physicians advised aiaputa 
tion; but this many thought 1 could 
not endura -and live, because of my 
age and tbe extreme prostration of my 
nervous system. 

The following statement of tbe con­
dition of the wrist al that time, I re­
ceived from Dr, D, B, Smith, an emi­
nent surgeon, and professor in Wooster 
Medical College, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
whom I then consulted : 

" In answer to yonr inquiry as to" 

the nature of the difficnlty with your 
wrist, I would say that it was chronic 
anthritis of the wrist-joint, implicating 
the articulations of the carpal bones a s 
well. When 1 saw it, there was ex­
tensive inflammaiioD of the synovial 
membranes of wrist and carpal joints, 
and also of many, if not all, of the 
ligaments about tbe same." 

Dr. Smith advised that tbe hand and 
arm be kept perfectly quiet, and in as 
comfertable a position as possible, as 
even a very slight movement of the 
joints would increase swelling and in­
flammation. This advice I carefully 
followed, and never afterwards at­
tempted any treatment whatevt-r, 

I was shut up to God. United 
prayer was earnestly offered, which 
the Lord was pleased to answer in so 
far restraining the power of disease as 
to render amputation unnecessary. 

During tho years that followed, 
many were the prayers offered by 
friynds, both at home and abroad, for 
the complete restoration ot my hand. 
Often I held il before the Lord, con­
scious of his power lo heal; for he had 
many times giveu me a spirit ol prayer 
lor others who were sufl'ering, acd had 
graciously heard and answered. His 
iove, I could not doubi, since from the 
first he had given me ghtce to accept 
the trial in full submission to his will, 
and had proved himself lo be io me an 
ever-abiding Saviour, and most tender, 
compassionate Friend. 

• Sometimes I thoughi that, for some 
reiison, uiinecessar}' for me lo under-
stand, the Lord might never permit 
me to be released from this burden. 

Ab other times, when in prayer, he 
seemed to give m-̂  precious assurance 
of restoraiioij. 

And so I waited on the Lord, learn­
ing continually sweet lessons of pa­
tience aud trust. 

Near lhe close of the seventh year, 
my hand seemed to be failing. It 
would often be covered witb profuse 
perspiration, and at tbe same timo was 
so coldiand death-like and painful, ihat, 
although the weather was extremely 
warm, I was frequently obliged to beat 
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by the fire the flannel wrappings with 
which it was always covered. 

One day a sister, who had called, 
wished to see my hand. I showed it 
to her, aud she immediately proposed 
prayer, in which we were joined by 
one or two others who were present. 

We cried mightily to God that the 
hand might be healed and the promise, 
" While Ihey are yet speaking, I will 
hear," was indeed fulfilled. Before we 
•ceased praying, a sensation of life and 
warmth and sirength came into the 
hand and arm, and I could very com­
fortably dispense with the flannel 
wrappings; soon the finger joints, all 
of which bad been perfectly stiff, be­
gan to loosen, and in a few days I no­
ticed that the flesh was reappearing 
upon tiae arm which had become much 
emaciated, and in a short time it was 
as large as the other. 

But the place in the wrist which had 
been so diseased, was still painful at 
times, especially wben I attempted to 
use the hand. 

Believing that he who had begun 
the good work, was able also to finish 
it, I was encouraged to come boldly 
before the Lord and plead for a perfect 
cure. I asked some of my Iriends lo 
unite with me in this- petition, and in 
committing i f to the Lord, 1 was able 
to trust it with him in full confidence 
that in his own lime my request would 
be granted. On the following evening 
as I was sitting alone in my room, 1 
felt a ppciiliar sensation iu my band, 
such as I had uever before experienced, 
aud although I do not remember to 
have been thinking on the subject, I 
at once became conscions that it was 
the healing power of God. 
, My heart overflowed with gratitude, 
and as one of the family entered the 
room about half an hour afterward, I 
said, " The Lord is healing that sore, 
place in my wrist; you must help me 
praise him." 

This sensation continued for hours; 
and when it bad ceased, I rf-alized to 
my great joy that the sensitive spot 
was really healing, and I conld use the 
hand without pain. 

The ligaments also, no trace of which 
could.be seen before, began to assume 
their natural appearance. 

From that time the hand was free 
from pain and the improvement marked 
and rapid. As it grew stronger, I 
could use it more and more, and found 
that exercise increased the strength. 

At the present time it is nearly as 
strong and well as the other. The 
gratitude I have felt toward God can­
not be told, nor could it well be im-
agined'by any pne who had not suffered 
for seven long years with a hand so 
piiinfui apd utterly helpless. 

To God belongs all the glory for his 
marvelous work. 

ONLT TBY.—There are many diffi­
culties in a man's way if he takes up 
real, serious religion. I know that 
well. But do not let these difficulties 
stop yon. Try to serve Christ. Only 
try. There are difficulties, but God 
will give you grace to overcome them. 
God is not a hard Master. He will not, 
like Pharaoh, ask you to make brick, 
and Snd you no straw. He never laid 
on man commands which he would not 
give mau power to perform. Only iry. 
Reader, trv to serve Cbrist. Resist 
the devil when he says it is impossible. 
Try, and Jesus will help you. He 
loves to meet those who strive to come 
to him,and he will meet you and •give 
you the power that you feel you need. 
Be like the man whom Bunyan's pil­
grim S'dw in the interpreter's house; 
go forward boldly, crying, " Set down 
my name." Those words of our Lord 
are true, though I often bear them re­
peated by heartless and unfeeling 
tongues : " Seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be open unto you." 
Matt, vii, 7. Difficuliies, which seemed 
like mountains, shall melt away like 
snow in spring. Obstacles, which seem 
like giants in the midst of distance, shall 
dwindle into nothing when you fairly 
fiace them. The lion in the way which 
you fear, shall prove to be chained. 
If men believed the promises more, 
they would neVjer be alraid of duties. 
—/. C. Ryle. nev,e 

- f 
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EXPERIENCE. 

BY EOGENK B. MANTZ. 

I was born in London, England. My 
father was an infidel. My mother be­
longed to the Church of England, in 
which faith I was brought up. 

In my boyhood days, I had fre­
quently felt the convicting Spirit of 
God. At the age of sixteen, I was 
confirmed by the Bishop of London, 
having passed the customary examina­
tion to the satisfaction of the vicar of 
the parish to which I belonged. I 
tried to feel impressed with the solem­
nity of the occasion. I really wanted 
to be a consistent Christian, There 
was a vacuum In my soul that the con­
firmation did not fiil, I did not have 
a change of heart. I tried to overcome 
my sinful nature in my own strength ; 
but I made sad work of it. When I 
would do good, evil was present. The 
world and the devil wore too much for 
me, I wanted something different from 
what I had to keep me unspotted from 
the world, I was in total ignorance of,̂ [ 
the true plan of salvation. In a few 
weeks after my confirmation, I was as 
worldly as ever; and for years I re­
mained a stranger to the house of God. 

Inthe Spring of 1871, I married my 
present wife; and we both resolved 
to live Christian lives. We went 
through the form of worship, reading 
theBible, and having family prayer, 
and on Sundays went, to church. We 
kept this form of worship up for several 
months. 

In the Fall of the same year wife 
and I came to this conntry. We had 
not been in America long before our 
gpod desires and resolutions in regard 
to our souls' salvation began to wear 
off, aud we became lovers of pleaBflre 
more than lovers of God. > i i ^ ' 

In tbe summer of 1873,1 was C M M 
to Rahway, N, J., for a day or two. 
While there, I met Brother Conger, a 
Free Methodist, who introduced him­
self by inquiring if I "enjoyed re­
ligion ?" Well, I was quite taken off 
iny guard. I never remember to have 

been addressed in this manner before. 
I did not know bow to reply, I really 
felt ashamed to confess I did not. He 
talked to me plainly about my soul. 
Afler I left Rahway, his words would 
often come fresh to my memory, ac­
companied by a desire to make my 
peace with God, At this time I was 
residing in Elizabeth, N. J., in which 
plaee I worked with a very ungodly 
set of companions; for fear of whom, 
I shrank from making an effort to get 
religion. I was terribly alraid of be­
ing ridiculed. 

In the Spring of 1874, I obtained 
employment at Rahway, in the same 
office with Brother Conger. He in­
duced me to attend the extra meet­
ings that were being held at the Free 
Methodist Church in that place, where 
I received considerable light and en­
couragement. After attending several 
of these meetings, I at last resolved to 
seek the Lord and serve him as long 
as I lived. I well counted the cost, 
and determined to have religion at 
any price. 

When I started to seek the Lord, I 
felt cold and indifferent. I had not a 
particle of feeling, I made an effort 
to pray, but it seemed as though I 
inight as well pray to the walls. Doubts 
as to the reality of religion, would 
present themselves to my mind ; but 
I would not entertain them. My mind 
was fixed. I continued to pray day 
after day, but with no better result. 
In the office, while at work, I would 
try and keep my thoughts all centered 
on God. When I had a chance of be­
ing alone, I would drop down on my 
knees and pray. I was continually of­
fering up silent prayers, or making 
melody in my heart to God by singing 
spiritual songs. All this exercise 
brought considerable relief; but ^still 
I was unsatisfied. I wanted tbe wit­
ness ofthe Spirit bearing witness with 
my spirit that I was accepted of God, 
and nothing sbort of this would suffice. 
Though my efforts to get religion were 
unabaiing, I did not seem to receive 
any help in prayer. The heavens 
seemed as brass. This exceedingly 
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troubled me. The devil would suggest 
to my mind that I had committed the 
unpardonable sin, and there was no 
forgiveness for ine, I would answer 
the devil, " If I never get religion, I 
am determined to serve the Lord as 
long as I live." My anxiety for my 
soul's salvation increased daily, I felt 
my case was desperate. I wanted re­
ligion more thau anything beside— 
more than life itself. 

On the Saturday night before I rea­
lized my »ins were all forgiven, I shut 
myself in a room, and wrestled in pray­
er nearly all night; and only through 
physical exhaustion did I give up the 
struggle. When [ retired to rest, 1 
prayed till I fell asleep. The next 
morning when I arose, I resumed my 
praying attitude again; and, to my 
astonishment, my burden rolled oiT, 
and I could exclaim— 

" Jly God is reconciled; 
His pardouiug voice X hear I'* 

Glory to God in the highest I I had 
access to the throne. Oh ! bow grate­
ful I felt to God for noticing such an 
unworthy ' creature as I, who bad 
slighted him for so many years, when 
his Spirit bad striven with me so often. 
It seemed I had done comparatively 
nothing to merit such joy and favor. 
All glory and praise be to Jesus I 

About six months after my conver­
sion, my wife found peace with God, 
and we bosh united with the Free 
Methodist Church at Rahway. At 
first my wife was very much prejudiced 
against the Free Methodists; tor she 
was naturally proud, and a great lover 
of dress, and it was some lime before 
she felt willing to strip herself of her 
outward adornments, and become a 
plain pilgrim for God. But ever since, 
she has felt to rejoice that she ever 
found snch a people—a people that 
enjoyed Bible religion. This was lhe i 
kind of religion that we so mnch need- ! 
ed in the past to keep os. Real Bible 
religion 1 Not a religion tbat gradu­
ally dies out; bnt a religion that saves, 
and keeps saved ! Glory to God ! 

I continued to walk in the light, and 
about seven months after my conver­

sion, I obtained the blessing of holiness. 
The way kept growing very narrow; but, 
through the grace of God, I was en­
abled to walk in it, I felt such a will­
ingness to follow God and grow in 
grace, that I sometimes would pray, 
"Give me tribulation if it will only bring 
me closer to Thee." I had not to wait 
long, when trials, ane after another, 
crowded upon me; but, blessed bs 
God I they only proved to bo th« 
means of bringing me closer to Him, 
and of feeling my need of more strength 
to bear them. 

In the winter of 1876, another severe 
trial came upon me. It seemed as if 
it would crush me completely. There 
was certain work that I had to do in 
my business, that appeared question­
able whether 1 could do to the glory of 
God. "If I refused to do it, I should 
be thrown out pf employment; and.no 
where else, that I knew of, would they 
employ me if I held such peculiar 
views. I was poor, and bad a delicate 
wife and three children to support. I 
did not know what to do; I wanted 
to obey God. To throw up my situa­
tion would bring poverty, and perhaps 
starvation. The limes were exceed­
ingly hard, and money scarce, and the 
thought of my dear wife and children 
suffering from cold and hunger, was 
almost more than I could bear. I 
would lay awake at night thinking of 
what the result would eventually be. 
At last I maJe np my mind that, if 
there was a doubt, to let the Lord 
bave the oeneUt of i t ; but it took all 
the graco I had to consecrate my situa­
tion. I made my employers acquain­
ted with the decision I had arrived at, 
which resulted in my being l,hrown out 
of employment. It seemed I had 
taken a leap in the dark. The future 
was a mystery. I had no money laid 
up. I had nothing to rely on but God. 
I did not feel discouraged. I believed 
God and his promises. W^hile I wsa 
undergoing this trial, I felt a wonder­
ful nearness between me and God, 
" The joy ofthe Lord was my strength," 
and I could say, "Though he slay me, 
yet will I trust Him," 
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This, too, was a severe trial for my 
wife, which caused her many pangs of 
sorrow. She believed I had erred-in 
jadgment; that the devil had driven 
me over the mark. But ultimately 
this trial of our faith proved a great 
blessing to us both. 

At tbe end of the first wetk after 
leaving my situation, we were entirely 
out of money, fuel and provisions (ex­
cept a few potatoes and a little flour,) 
It waa severe, cold weather. Our 
prospects looked very discouraging. 
It v;a8 night, and still no way appeared 
open for me to obtain coal and food for 
the next day, Tbere was meeting at 
the church thai night. Brothers Jones 
and Glen were present, and we were 
invited to the altar for special bless­
ings, I tried to pray, but could not. 
My thoughts were all absorbed in my 
gloomy surroundings. I conld imagine 
my children crying from cold and hun­
ger. I thought God had deserted me 
for some cause. At last I got my 
eyes fixed on God. I asked, if I had 
sinned or offended him irf any way, to 
forgive me. I had scarcely uttered 
these words, when I was seized as 
with an electric shock, which prostra­
ted nu^ and my sorrow was turned 
into rejoicing. At the close of the 
meeting, a brother, in shaking hands, 
ga.ve me a dollar ; and another broth­
er, who lived close by me, inq'oired 
how I was fixed, and when Ĵ  bad in­
formed him, told-me to help njy self to 
his coal. The nest da}- I managed to 
get a little work, wbich enabled me to 
buy half a ion of coal. Presents of 
money and provisions commenced to 
pour in so fas', that I had my house 
better stored with good things than 
when I was in employment. 

Every once in a while, our pro­
visions would run very short; but the 
Lord always supplied our needs, and 
sometimes even gave us l u x u r i ^ ^ r 

One time it looked as thongh we 
would have to go without our next 
meal; but we were not discouraged. 
We knew how th« Lord had provided 
before, and we felt we could trust him 
now. My wife was praying np stairs 

in secret, and she received the witness 
that some one wonld come before long; 
and sure enough, inside of twenty 
minutes, Sister Rogers came wiih a 
basket of things. She said a atill, 
small voice kept saying, "Go to Sister 
Mantz'sl—go to Sister Mantz's I" and 
she felt that she must obey the Spirit. 
The Lord greatly blessed her in ijoming. 

Quite unexpectedly, at another lime, 
we received a present of a small sum 
of money from our relatives in Eng­
land, wbo were totally ignorant of our 
present circumstances. It came just 
at the right moment. 

Another instance, I think worthy of 
mention, in regard to God's wonderful 
workings in our behalf, was a barrel 
that we kept potatoes in, which re­
minds me of the widow's barrel of 
meal and cruise »f oil. W^hen I was 
first thrown out of employment, the 
barrel was nearly empty, and, strange 
to say, owing to God putticg it in the 
hearts of friends, who kept bringing 
us fresh supplies of potatoes, the bar­
rel became nearly full, apd it nevei 
once ga've out till I obtained steady 
employment. 

1 might tell numerous instances of 
God's gracious kindness toward us ; 
fbr which we never coold find words to 
express our gratitude. Who would 
not have such a God for their friend? 
It pays to place our entire confidence 
in Him. Blessed be God! 

During the two and a half montha 
tbat I was out of employment, we 
were enabled to keep out of debt. I 
dare not obtain credit, without a prob­
ability of paying. I run behind on my 
rent, which was a source of great 
anxiety, and many an earnest prayer. 
But, in God's own time, I was enabled 
to pay even that And £;either did 
we make our wants known to any one 
save God, without we were asked in 
reference to tbem. 

Whenever I ' think of God's kind 
dealings 'towards ns, I cannot help 
praising him. He bas given me an 
experience I shall never forget as 
long as I live. I have been tanght 
many precions letsons. I dare tmst 
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Gcd, and defy the consequences. As I 
know what it is to trust him iu the past, 
the devil cannot cheat me out of my 
confidence in' him in the future. I 
realize the Lord has done a marvelous 
work for me, and he will do it for 
others. The conditions are: "First 
seek the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness," and then comes the 
promise, "and all these things shall be 
added unto you." 

4 . * . ^ 

THE POWER OP GOD. 

BY BEV. G. B. HABTEY. 

David said, " That power belongeth 
nnto God."—Psa. Ixii, 11. Jesus says, 
" Behold, I give unto you power to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy ; and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you," 
—Luke X, 19. 

Both texts are true. The latter 
promise was fulfilled on the day of Pen­
tecost, and it is fulfilled to every believ­
er in Jesus, when the carnal mind is 
destroyed, and Jesus comes into the 
heart. This to my mind is unction, 
might and motion. How sweet, how 
fresh, how heavenly, how blessed the 
soul feels under its glorious influence I 
Then how strong! See Samson going 
off.with the gates of Gaza, under the 
influence of the Spirit or power of God. 
See old Elij.th running from Carmel to 
Jpzreel, when the hand—the power of 
God is upon him. The poor, timid disci­
ples, when the Holy Gliost comes upon 
them, are filled with might; and how 
their words burn and their thoughts 
seem to breathe. We are wonderfully 
weak without the power of God, But 
with it, 0 how mighty we feel ; how 
strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might. We sh-all then and there 
only be mighty through God to the 
palling down of the strong-holds of the 
devil. 

But then it is motion. It will move 
us in tbe work of God ; it will move to 
undo everything in our power we have 
done wrong to our neighbor; it will 
move to acts of mercy. To work for 

souls. It is absurd that we are but 
moderately moved. "Whatsoever our 
hands find to do, we should do with 
our might. Oh, how much we, as min­
isters need it. How much the church 
of Jesus needs it, I do feel some of it, 
praise God, Brother, Sister— 

" Have you felt the Spirit's power, 
FalUng like a senile shower, 

Still there*a more to follow,'* 

Tt is the power of God to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to' the Greek, Hence we can all 
have it. 

—" Within a single hour a pioua 
soul may be in deep affliction, and over­
whelmed with holy joy." 

—"We must be dead to earth, in 
order to live in heaven. While we 
mortify our members upon the earth 
we quicken our members in heaven." 

—As the cross of Christ is the pay­
ment of the sinner's penalty, so the 
resurrection is God's receipt in full 
sum, signed with his own hand. 

—That every day has its pains and 
sorrows is universally experienced and 
almost universally confessed ; but let 
us not attend only to mournful truths; 
if we look impartially about us we 
shall see that every day has Ukewise its 
pleasures and ifs joys. 

^—Spend your time in nothing which 
you know must be repented of. Spend 
it in nothing which you could not re­
view with a quiet conscience on your 
dying bed. Spend it in nothing which 
you might not safely and properly be 
found doing if de-ath should surprise 
you in the act. 

—If a man faithfully pursues his 
calling, ihoroughly renouces ihe world, 
and by the aid ofthe Holy Spirit is sin-
cere,pure, chaste, kind and true, he will 
possess power which no one can resist, 
and his faith-will be a victory which 
overcomes all things. No one can do 
this who does not use the weapons of 
righteousness; and with these he can 
defend himself against all mischief from 
within and without,—Starke. 
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PERSONAL INFLUENCE. 

B Y B E V , G, W . H U < 1 H E S , 

Every person exerts an influence 
either for good or evil. We are touching 
our fellow beings on all sides. In 
every stage of life some one feels the 
power of oar words and deeds. Words 
produce impressions, and actions leave 
their tracery on the mind, as steps 
leave their tracks behind. As flowers 
in the parlor breathe fragrance through 
the atmosphere, so we are silently sat­
urating the atmosphere ^ bout us with 
the subtle aroma of our character. 
" N e m a n liveth to himself, and no 
man dieth to himseli." Others are 
built up and strengbtened by our un­
conscious deeds ; others are wrenched 
out of their places and thrown down by 
our unconscious influence. Do you 
think that a pure and earnest prayer, 
in the sacred privacy of home, does not 
steal through the walls and vivify the 
atmosphere beyond? God has ordain­
ed that Christian influence shall be a 
controlling power in the world. Influ­
ence depends less on our activity than 
on the qualities that lie behind our ac­
tivity ; as the planet attracts nrt by its 
motion, but by its weight. 

How often a slight show of indiffer­
ence or neglect, has left doubts in 
minds where faith shonld h.ive been in­
spired. No neutral ground can be 
taken. All men must go into the scale 
for right or wrong, for good or evil. 
How erroneous the remarK so often 
made " I have no infiuence." Perhaps 
not for good; but if not, then very 
mnch for evil. The spirit of a person's 
life is ever shedding some power, just 
as a flower is steadily bestowing some 
fragrance upon the air. John New­
ton's pious conversation led Dr. Bu­
chanan to the Savionr, whose work 
"Star in the East," led Adonifam Jud­
son to Jesus, converted Dr. Scott the 
commentator, deepened Cowper's pi­
ety ; through it Wilberforee became a 
changed man, and wrote " A Practical 
view of Christianity," which converted 
Legh Richmond, who wrtte the 

"Dairy-man's Daughter," that has 
been the means of leading thoasands 
to Christ. Who can follow this ever-
widening river of influence for good. 

On the summit of the Rocky Moun­
tains, ten thousand feet above the sea, 
are two fountains, so near that it would 
bave been easy to divert either stream­
let to the other. Follow the course of 
one of these infant rivers aud you reach 
lhe Gulf of Mexico, for it has become 
the mighty Mississippi. Retrace your 
steps to the source of the other stream, 
follow its course, and you are led to 
the mouth of tiie Columbia and the 
great Pacific Ocean. To follow these 
streams from one outlet to that of the 
other, you have to scale mountains ten 
thousand feet high, and travel no less 
than five thousand miles. So much 
for the influence of bias in early youth. 
Twa children begin life with equal ad­
vantages—years hence there may be 
continents of moral space between 
them. How can we estimate the in­
fluence of an individual ? Like the fall­
ing ofa pebble into the ocean, the cir­
cles multiply and enlarge until they 
reach the distant shore. So we by onr 
influence, start ripples upon the ocean 
of life, which will roll on forever. 

• —What the precept constitutes our 
duty, love makes both a privilege and 
a pleasure. 

—The sanctified soul enjoys Christ 
as a delicious feast; the carnal pro­
fessor only desires to hide in him from 
the wrath to come. 

—If rich, be not too joyful in hav­
ing, too solicitous in keeping, too anx­
ious in increasing, nor too sorrowful in 
losing.. 

—A sense of forgiveness does not 
proceed from marks seen in yourself, 
but from a discovery of the beauty, 
work and freeness of Christ. 

—If nothing else will do to sever 
me from my sins. Lord,, send me such 
sore and trying calamities as shall 
awake me from earthly slumbers. It 
must always be best to be alive to thee, 
whatever be the quickening instrument.' 



THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

SEVERITY vs. KINDNESS. 

To tell a big sinner that God forgives 
him on the spot-when he repents and 
believes in Jesus, is not to encourage 
him to sin. 

Suppose that a man is led to believe 
that God has forgiven him, what will 
be the effect upon him? Think a 
little. Have you never heard the 
effects of kindness upon men ? Do you 
believe in it? Some men are all for 
whips and chains. Punish them well. 
Bend them for a long term of imprison­
ment. That is the law, and it is sup­
posed to be capable of working won­
derful reformation in their characters. 
But have you never heard of the 
effects of kindness ? There is a story 
told of a Quaker, named Hopper, who 
was on the streets in Philadelphia, 
and 'he heard a colored waiter swear­
ing awfully. This man waited on him 
in the hotel, and he swore there. 

" Well," said the Quaker, " I must 
atop this man's swearing." 

So he brought him up (it is many 
years ago) before the Philadelphian 
court, which then had a law that any­
body who cursed God should be fined. 
So the waiter was fined. 

Some year afterwards, the Quaker 
was in Philadelphia, and he saw Cain, 
which was the name of this colored 
waiter, not in the cravat of the waiter, 
but in rags. He had evidently been 
living a life of drankenness. Now 
the Quaker had desired the man's 
good, so he said to the man : 

" Caic, thou hast not much improved 
since I saw thee last." 

No, he had not. He had some bad 
'ways. 

" Dost thou remember," asked the 
Quaker, " when I brought thee up be­
fore the Philadelphian court for using 
bad language ?" 

" Remember it I" answered Cain, 
contemptuously. " I think I do re­
member it. I shall never forget the 
mean trick you played on me." 

" Now," said the Quaker, "friend 
Gain, I meant thy good. I really de­
sire thy good - " 

" And I cursed you dreadfully af­
terwards," interrupted Cain. 

So the Quaker put his hand into his 
pocket with all the calculation of buai­
ness, and he said: 

" Friend Cain, thou wast fined so 
much, and the interest upon it since 
then is so much. I can assure thee I 
only meant thy good, and now I give 
thee this back." 

Then he proceeded to speak to him 
very kindly, till the big tears stood in 
Cain's eyes. And Cain said : 

" After all, Mr, Hopper, there ia 
something better in the world than I 
thought there was ;" and this was the 
meana of reclaiming the roan. 

The fining did not do him good, as 
is generally believed it does on those 
of whom we speak as "worthless 
characters," Kindness—that is that 
which set him right. 

—God hath promised pardon to him 
that repenteth, but he hath not promised 
repentance to him that sinneth. 

—A cheerful hope brings light out of 
darkness, and keeps us steady and un­
moved. 

' —Every Christian ia a second incar­
nation ; not to save, but to be saved 
" Christ in you, the hope of glory." 

—Neither time, nor death, nor eterni­
ty can harm those who follow the light 
that God throws upon their path. 

—A Christian has nothing to call his 
own, save Qhrist and his salvation ; all 
the reat is surrendered to God. 

—There is a great want about all 
Christians who have not suffered. 
Some flowers must be broken or bruised 
before they emit any fragrance. 

—Learn to know Jesus Christ and 
him crucified ; learn to despair of your­
self and to sing to him such a song as 
this: " Lord Jesus, thou art my right­
eousness, bnt I am thy sin ; thou hast 
taken to thee what was mine, and hast 
given to me what was thine ; thoa hast 
taken upon thee what thou wast not 
and given to me what I was not." 
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INGERSOLL'S INCONSISTENCY. 

Robert G. Ingersoll is an atheist 
from Peoria, Ills., who has acquired a 
brief notoriety by his bold, blasphem­
ous utterances. His learning is super­
ficial, but he possesses a rare gift of 
eloquence, which he uses for the base 
purpose of endeavoring to overthrow 
fiith in God and belief in the Bible. 
In New York City, at first, multitudes 
crowded to hear him, but soon tiring of 
his blasphemies, it is said that his last 
lecture there waa very slimly attended. 
The following able criticism of his lead­
ing propositions ia from the Hew York 
Etening Post. The reader will per­
ceive that the Post does not admit his 
propositions to be true, but shows from 
his own positions tbe inconsistency of 
his course in reviling religion. 

" Let us meet Mr. Robt. G. Ingersoll 
on his own ground, and show the incon-
aistency of his course. For the pur­
pose of the argument let us admit that 
two of hia most significant assertions 
are true. We give hia own words as 
reported to have been spoken on Sun­
day: 1, ' I believe in living for this 
world. I believe in making everybody 
happy now.' 2, 'Every religion has 
been and is the work of man.' 

" So far as the words 'living for this 
world' imply that this world is every­
thing, we might venture to say that flve 
minutes' cross-examination of Mr. In­
gersoll would prove that he does not 
believe so; but we will waive tbat. 
Saperfici'al as his observation of men 
and things seems to have been, he can­
not have helped knowing that the im­
pression, instinct, belief, conviction— 
«r whatever it may be called—that 
there is something more than this 
world is as deep-rooted and as essen­
tial as any of the intellectual habits or 
impulses of mankind upon which the 
whole conduct of worldly affairs de­
penda. W e are content, however, to 

leave this part of the case to the theo­
logians. As to the second assertion, 
th'it religion is a human invention, if 
Mr. Ingersoll were less superficial, he 
would have asked himself long ago. 
How is it that men, thronghout the ex-, 
istence of the race, wherever and in 
whatever circumstances they may have 
been found, have been busy making re­
ligions, unless there is in men as posi­
tive a need of religion as of food ahd 
clothing and shelter, and unless there 
are somewhere tbe materials for a reli­
gion and the ground of it? But this 
question, like the other, we wOl turn 
over to the doctors of divinity; and we 
will take only secular considerations 
into the account. Por the present we 
wil! adopt Mr. Ingersoll's assertions: 
(1) that tbis world is everything; (2) 
that religion is tbe work of man. 

" Now from these premises, what 
would be the reasonable conclusion? 
Clearly that to make this world a suc­
cess, to make " everybody happy 
now," as Mr. Ingersoll says, we ought 
to employ all the actual and possible 
works of m-an, including his religion. 
This proposition is too plain to need 
any. argument. Yet Mr. Ingersoll 
scouts it. His conclusion ia that we 
ought to reject, denounce, deride and 
ridicule religion; that we ought to 
make no use of it even in cases where 
its usefulness is unquestioned. In 
other words, he would rather suffer 
misery without religion than secure 
happiness with it. The monstrous in­
consistency of this position appears 
upon the mere statement of i t ; but it 
is easy to illustrate it. 

"We take for granted that Mr.Inger-
soll would use many of the works of 
man, perhaps most of them, to make 
' everybody happy now.' The gas­
light, which enabled him to see the 
merry and laughing faces of his irreve­
rent listeners that night, is one of those 
human inventions which he would 
readily employ. Others are the rail­
road, the telegraph, and many comfort­
able aud luxarious instrumentalities. 
He rejects none of these becanse they 
are the work of man ; but when relig-
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ion is presented to him he will have 
none ot it, because it is such a work. 
Is not this preposterous ? Perhaps he 
will say that the works of man which 
we have just mentioned are substan­
tial and palpable, while the religion of 
man is not; but this answer will not 
serve him. Does he reject everything 
which is unsubstantial and impalpable? 
Certainly not. Is the imagination pal­
pable, or the fancy, or the sense of wit 
and humor, or the appreciation of 
what is beautiful ? Mr. ingersoll uses 
all these human things to produce 
those brilliant and rhetorical and ludi­
crous effects with which his audacious 
lectures are ' making everybody happy 
now.' Is it reasonable for him to de­
spise and denounce a single work of 
man's—his religion—because he cannot 
see or handle it? 

" I t seems to us tbat a wise philoso­
pher, even one who had become as 
calmly independent of any personal 
need of religion as Mr. Ingersoll him­
self, would try to use the religious in­
stincts and aims of the race for the 
benefit of the race, although he might 
have his doubts of the dogmas under­
lying ihem. Thatis what philosophers 
do with all of man's passions and im­
pulses. We suppose that the philoso­
pher of Chickering Hall would do so 
with all of them, except man's religion. 
Mr. Ingersoll, for example, accepts 
human society ; he accepts the ordin­
ary laws by which it restrains its mem­
bers—say the laws against mnrder and 
theft. 'We suspect, that ho would go 
further than this; that he is not in fa­
vor merely of prohibiting murder and 
theft, and punishing persons who are 
guilty of these crimes; that he would 
advocate the education ofthe members 
of society, so that it will be easier for 
tbem to obey these laws, and so that it 
shall not be so often-necessary to in­
flict these punishments. Now, remem 
bering ihat these laws are the work of 
man, suppose thai a certain religion— 
BO matter what its form or authority 
may be—is established which also pro­
hibits these crimes and which attaches 
to them certain spiritual punishments 

—whether in the conscience, with 
which the statute law has nothing to 
do, or in anotber world, which the stat­
ute law cannot reach. Is it wise to 
make light of this influence, and to re­
ject and denounce it? Would it not 
be especially foolish to do so upon Mr. 
Ingersoll's ground, that the- religion is 
the work of man ? 

'• From this specific case of criminal 
restraint it is easy to expand the view 
to all tnatters rel'ating to the organiz­
ing and strengthening of society, and 
to the educating and bettering of its 
members—that is to say, to "making 
everybody happy here." If what are 
regarded as divine sanctions for • wbat 
society conserves as good and pure 
can be secured, although these sanc­
tions are really the work of man's 
imagining and contriving, society is the 
gainer. Such certainly are the sanc­
tions of all civilized religions. Is it 
reasonable to reject them as instrumen­
talities for good ? We have spoken of 
this world only. We have not looked 
beyond the immediate environment 
We have considered the life of man— 
or rather, not the life of a single man, 
but the life of the race ot men—on this 
earth and nowhere else. In tbis view 
it seems unwise to njeci tbe religion 
which is the work of man, any more 
than any other of his works, as agents • 
in making the best of his life in ' this ; 
world. 

"If Mr, Ingersoll has made a blunder 
—and we think that he makes a great 
one—in tbe purely secular aspects of 
his case, we do not know what will be­
come of him when the other branches 
of the inquiry are taken up; when he 
falls into the hands of the iheologions 
and doctors of divinity. Perhaps he 
will then revise his opinions on puni­
tive possibilities." 

—Weare more in danger from the 
seductions of our hearts than from any 
outward assaults. Through self-love 
and pride the enemy fenters, and by his 
flattery lulls the stern voice of con­
science that speaks audibly to the lis­
tening ear. 



A MIRACLE, 85 

A MIRACLE, 

The Rev. A. W. Drary wrote the 
following remarkable instance of im­
mediate recovery from incurable aiik-
ness, in answer to prayer, for the Re­
Ugious Telescope, from which we copy : 

By request I prepare for tho Tele­
scope the following statement in refer­
ence to an instantaneous recovery 
from the lowest and most hopeless 
physical condition. The case is that 
ot Rev. R. D. McCormack, of Iowa 
Conference, of tne United Brethen 
Church, and for tbe last tbree years a 
resident of West Union, Iowa, 

One year ago. Brother McCormack 
was struck down with paralysis while 
preaching in the midst of a successful 
revival meeting. It seemed for days 
that he could not survive^the immedi­
ate effects of the stroke. He became 
measurably better for the time; but 
serious attacks continued to occur at 
intervals. A short time siifce, he went 
ont for some wood with which to kindle 
a fire, and beconiing insensible, and 
losing control over himself under tbe 
inflaence of his malady, he fell upon 
the ax, receiving a gash from the cor­
ner of the eye back toward the ear. 
And, as expressed by himself, at no 
time daring the period of his affliction 
has he felt like a man. He was never 
free from pain in hia head or in hia 
spinal column. Mind and body were 
alike constantly under the effects of 
the afflicting and boding evil. 

One naonth ago. Brother McCormack 
was again aeverely prostrated. It 
seemed day after day that the fatal 
moment would soon be reached. 
Friends were telegraphed for. The 
physicians,-the best that could be se­
cured, only at one time gave any en­
couragement, and the gronnd for that 
soon disappeared. At other times they 
were frank to say that all the probabil­
ities were on the darker side. The 
oondition of the patient became worse 
nntil Tuesday, December 4th, of last 
year. ' All power of motion was 

gone in both lower limbs 'and in the 
right arm, and the indications were 
that other parts would be seized. 
Speech was difficult. Pain was intense 
and increasing. 

As the evening of Tuesday advan­
ced, it seemed that death could not 
much longer be warded off. The phy­
sician was called in. After an exam­
ination he could give no encourage­
ment, but expressed himself clearly 
and decidedly in the contrary way. 
He tested carefully the lower limbs 
and the right arm to see if afty power 
of motion remained, but there was none 
to detect H« left a prescription, and 
while this was being fllled at the drag-
store, the patient was left for a snorts 
time, comparatively, to himself, the 
family and one or two others remain­
ing silently in the room. Religion had 
administered to him in his affliction. 
At times, when it seemed that he was 
on the brink of the river, and when 
family and friends stood weeping at 
the bedside, he would repeat fragments 
of Scriptore, and sing, as be was able, 
lines of familiar hymns. He rejoiced 
in the grace of the Gospel, and the 
hope of believers. While waiting, as 
above stated, he looked out on his four 
small children. How could .his wife 
provide for them and bring them np; 
for he would leave them destitute I He 
began to think how much better it 
might be if it should be heaven's will 
tbat he ahould be spared. The New 
Testament miracles came crowding to 
his mind. Thns he was led to pray 
that God would beal him then, aad 
make him at once whole. 

He knew that his prayer was an­
swered. He thonght to prepare his 
wife's mind for his changed condition. 
He spoke of the Gospel miracles, and of 
the probability of like examples in onr 
day. He then said : 

" I can walk 1 God has healed me." 
He struck hia feet together, aaked 

for his cane, (thongh he did not after­
ward use it), arose, walked the room, 
seized a heavy chair with his right 
hand, held it at arm's length, and thns 
showed how perfectly God bad restored 
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hi m. Neighbors and friends, together 
with the two physicians who had atten-
ded-him, were soon brought in by the 
ne ws of his recover}'. 

The next day Brother McCormack 
was on the streets of West Union a 
large part of the time, preaching and 
declaring to the people how God had 
wroaght in his behalf. Despite the 
hardness of unbelief, and the assump 
tions of small philosophy, a profound 
impression has been made. 

About three months have now pass­
ed, and not a trace of the disorder bas 
discovered itself. There has been no 
reaction—no prostration. Brother 
McCormack works, travels, preaches 
as before. The clearness of intellect, 
recentiy obscured, seems to vie with 
the warm energies of a grateful heart 
aod the devoted activity of a pro­
longed life. 

I t is to be noted tbat the above given 
case fits into an exact niche in the 
scheme of faith. It is jiist as true that 
the scheme of natural operation has no 
place for i t God has promised to act 
in accordance with the law of faith, 
just as he has chosen to act through 
the modes that we call natural. Every 
special answer to prayer involves a 
miracle. .The witness of public mira­
cles may not be as necessary now, and 
in a Christian land, as il is in heathen 
lands, and as it has been in other times, 
when " God'a kingdom was to make a 
new advance." "Yet, whatever is ne-
ce8sa,ry to God's keeping his special 
covenant with his people, may be ex­
pected. If this becomes a public tes 
timony, this is surely needed, and this 
also is promised. A living God is al­
ways within hailing distance of aliving 
faith. 

May the Lord of miracles be sancti­
fied in onr hearts. If natural law and 
natural conditions will support us and 
give na the aid we need, let ns be 
thankful for the beneficence that 
" works by rule "—that ia to God work­
ing by what observed uniformity has 
tanght as to call natural rule. But if 
we need other and higher aid—and 
God bas plainly declared that oar nat­

ural and moral exigencies require his 
direct help—then we may comply with 
the law of faith, and see desires ful­
filled. 

' • — » - * - • 

ABLE TO SAVE. 

B Y BOBEBT JOHNSON. 

The duties and privileges of the 
Christian are limited only by God's. 
purposes concernfng him. What God 
hath required him to be and do, is the 
easiest and best thing for him to be and 
do. Difficulties make not one whit of 
difference—indeed a requirement of 
God, the accomplishment of wbich 
lies mostly outside of his abilities, is, 
if possible, surer and easier than any 
otber, because tbe power is of God. 

In that wonderful tenth chapter of 
Hebrews, Christ says, " Lo 1 I come 
to do thy will, 0 God." In the previ­
ous chapter, we are told that " He put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself." 

Now we understand that all Christ 
did and snffered; all the power exer­
cised, was by ' the will of God," and 
then it is stated. " By the which will 
we are sanctified." 

Thus God hath purposed and provi­
ded sanctification for his children. His 
will commands it, and his power ener­
gizes the work all tbe way; and human 
weakness, disabilities and obstacles 
have nothing whatever to do in pre­
venting the work; for, it has been de­
termined, with a full knowledge ol their 
existence, the same power that wrought 
in Christ, works also in the Chriatian • 
and if we do our part, the purpose is 
just as sure of fulfillment in one as in 
the other. Nothing in the universe 
can prevent but unbelief on the part of 
the individual. But, like Christ, we 
must " put away sin by the sacrifice 
of self. 

« « • 

—It is as sinful to doubt God's will­
ingness to save, as to doubt his exist­
ence. 

—There never was, and there never 
will be a believing prayer left unan­
swered. 
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BXPERIEN'CB, 

BY MBS. A. TAN NOBMAN. 

My first profession of religion was 
made in the winter of 1871, under the 
preaching of Brother W. N. Searls of 
the M. E. Church, Phillipsburg, New 
jersey. God for Christ's sake forgave 
my sins. Oh, what a lime I had to 
get down where God could use me I I 
sought the Lord for some time ; but it 
was worth all the struggle. I lived in 
a justified state about one year; then 
I began to grow careless, and at last 
settled down into a sort of religious 
stupor. I knew that I was living far 
from God, and I. was under great con-
demnati:m. " You are on the road to 
hell," was constantly ringing in my 
ears day and night. This terrible feel­
ing followed me everywhere. I could 
not shake it off. Such agony of soul I 
1 was just hanging over hell. ; 

I told no one of my condition. I 
struggled on, trying to bear allthe bur­
den myself. Not once from the time 
I joined the church until I left it, did 
my class leader come to see me. He 
never aaked me how I was getting 
along spiritually; but the Lord knew 
my condition, and he wanted to save 
me. 

In the year .1875 I attended some 
Free Methodist prayer-meetings, and 
occasionally I went to hear them preach. 
Their talk was new to me. This was 
the first that I had ever heard of holi­
ness; and not understanding, of course 
I did not believe. I sapposed they 
meant angelic perfection ; and this-1 
did not believe it possible for mortals 
to attain. Then 1 thought, too, they 
dress so queer. I could not see the 
need of that I thought they were 
fanatics, and often (I say this to my 
shame) I ridiculed the sainta of God. 
I continued in thia condition nntil,the 
fall of 1877. 

My'husband at this time bei i p 
lice of the ward in which we lived, bad 
become a backslider; had given np hia 
class; was getting very careless, and 
I felt anxious for him. I saw that 

there was no interest taken by the 
members of the church to reclaim him, 
and I was in a terrible state of mind. 
Sometimes 1 felt as thoogh there was 
no help. I did not know which way 
to turn. I could not live this way any 
longer. I was literally dying by inch­
es, every day. t shall never forget 
the agony that 1 endured at this time, 
and 1 pray God I may never pass 
through it again. 

God in his mercy sent me relief. 
The Free Methodists had been holding 
prayer-meetings next door to me. 
One afternoon the dear sister came 
into my house and asked me if I would 
like to have prayer meetings held there. 
I told her I would, God bless Sister 
Thomas, the dear old soldier of the 
Cross I 

We had' a glorious prayer-meeting, 
and I resolved to make an entire sur­
render, give up everything, only so I 
obtained the pearl of great price. ID 
answer to prayers I felt the blood ap­
plied, bnt still I was not satisfied. I 
was determined to seek until I obtain­
ed -all I felt I needed. • It had always 
been a great cross for me to pray or 
speak in public. 1 was called upon 
one evening to pray. My first thought 
was. I cannot pray, and in a moment 
this came to me : '' Whatsoever ye ask 
in my name, it shall be done nnto yoa." 
I cried, Lord, teach me how to pray. 
I bore the cross, and God came in and 
showered down such a blessing as I 
had never experienced before. Such 
a calm, sweet peace came over my 
soul, I coald utter nothing but "Peace, 
peace." 

I obtained that for which my son] 
had hungered, and which at one time 
I did not believe it possible for me to 
receive. But praise the Lord I it is 
free to all. I am so glad that I re­
ceived it when I did. It has made m« 
stronger, and I feel more than ever 
the necessity of being a faithful Chris­
tian. It has repaid me in a degree for_ 
•what I have passed throngh. 

Last May, my huaband being thrown 
out of employment, times being dull 
East, and my parents living in the 
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West, we came West. I have passed 
through some very dark hours, and my 
peace has been disturbed ; aod at times, 
all I could do was to cry, " Lord, help 
or I die." He has helped me—wonder­
fully helped me. lam living right in the 
midst of sin and infidelity. 1 am liv­
ing where they do not love my Jesus ; 
where they curse and ridicule the 
name of Christ, ; but he helps me. 
Praise his name forever. '• And though 
I walk through the valley and shadow 
of death, yet I will fear no evil; for thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me." 
There is nothing like pure religion to 
make the soul happy—religion that 
makes us rejoice in adversity as well 
as in prosperity. I feel that I am a 
child of God, with an assurance clearer 
than ever that the blood of Jesus 
avails for me—even me. 

I am so glad tbat ray name is found 
with a free people—a humble few who 
are struggling to make heaven their 
home. .Although 1 am separated from 
my brothers and sisters, yet I hope for 
an early interview with the pilgrims 
face to face, from whom I am so cruelly 
sundered, as we have no Free Metho­
dist class or society here. But I look 
away to Jeans, and say, ' Not my will, 
but thine be done." 

—In every instance in which we 
have been wanting in love to our 
brother, we have been wanting in love 
to Christ 

—It is not the mentioning of mer­
cies, but the improvement ofthem to 
piety, which expresses our thankful­
ness 10 God. 

—Nothing is small that is the will 
of God, and nothing is great—so great 
that we cannot do it—if it is the will of 
God. 

—Love has a keen, critical charac­
ter. The child of God has a sensi­
bility, by means of which he finds the 
righl; and his growth, is growth in 
the spirit of examination, and the more 
be discriminates, the freer he becomes 
from all blemishes. It is only the 
pnre, clean, beart tbat makes us blame­
less before God.—Heubner. 

PROVIDENCE ILLUSTRATED. 

BS REV. BOBEBT IBBOTSON, 

In the year 1837, when money was, 
for a time, worth 4 per cent a month, a 
friend of mine, on whose word I can-
rely, being extensively engaged in bas­
iness, and having a large amount of 
money to pay, was short some six thou­
sand dollars. He had plenty of good 
paper, bnt it was almost impossible to 
obtain discount at the banks, and next 
to impossible to borrow, and to hire 
money at 4 per cent a month was deatb 
to credit. 

He had used every exertion to raise 
the money, but being unsuccessful, 
went home and told his wife he 
should be compelled to suspend pay­
riient on the day after to-morrow, 

" Well," said his wife, " how did you 
get into stich a corner?" 

He answered by buying bills of ex­
change to remit his partner in England, 
on credit, and the notegiven forthe ex­
change would be due day after to-mor­
row, 

" Well," said she, "yon are always 
getting into such scrapes. Why did 
you do i t?" 

He replied he thought it right to do 
so, and well remembered kneeling down 
and asking Divine direction before do­
ing it, and, said he, " I think help will 
come from some quarter, but I know 
not from where.'' 

On the morrow he went to business, 
and sat at his desk ruminating on what 
he could do that he had not already 
done. Bat he could see no hope from 
further exertion on hia part, when • a 
person, with whom he had had one 
small business transaction to the 
amount of three handred dollars, and 
had found it hard to satisfy himself 
that he was good for that amoant on a 
crejiit; of four months, came in, and to 
his'surprise, said, "Theae are extra­
ordinary times," He replied they were. 
, " Well," said this person, " lam go­
ing away for ten days, and do not like 
to leave $7,000 in the bank, and I 
tbought if you would like to taike it for 
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interest at 7 per cent per annum, I 
would like to lend it to you." 

Fearing that if he accepted too quick, 
the party might find out bis need, he 
carefully examined bill and check 
books, and then asked what security he 

. required. 
He replied, " Your check dated ten 

days ahead, with interest at 7 per 
cent" 

" Well," responded my friend, " I 
will accept your offer." 

And with a trembling hand he drew 
his check, dated ten days ahead, and 
received in exchange one for §7,000, 
dated on that day. How clearly this 
iUustrates the providence of God. 

Afterward my frienti had occasion to 
borrow $500 for a day or two, and ap 
plied to tbe person who had loaned him 
$7,1)00 in times of great pressure, and 
who had received it back promptly ; 
but no, he declined to loan it. 

In the year 1857 my friend met the 
same party, who again remarked, 
'•These are extraordinary times." 

My friend replied, " "Yes, they are 
indeed!" and observed,,"do you re­
collect loaning me $7,000 in the year 
1837 ?" 

" Yes," said he, " I do." 
"Well ," said my friend, "that loan 

probably saved me from suspension. 
I had plenty of good business paper, 
bnt could not negotiate it at that time." 

' 'Well ," said the gentleman, "there 
is a providence after all." 

So after the lapse of twenty vears, 
the lender acknowledged the provi-
dencei If business men would con­
sult this providence, how often wonld 
they escape loss and failure. 

—There are some who would sacri­
fice a stout heart to a stubborn will,and 
would rather die martyrs for sin than 
servants to truth. 

—We have redemption as soon as 
we believe ; we are ever having it so 
long as we live on the earth, and when 
Jesas comes -again to finish the econo­
my qf grace, we shall have it in its 
fall, final completion.— Dadie, .„ 

THB UNBRIDLED TONGUE 

BY W. T. HOGG. 

" Tf any man anions yon seem to be religions, 
and brirtJetb not his toppqe bnr deceivt'tb hia own 
heart, this man's religion is vain."—James i, 26. 

The Apostle Paul declares that 
" All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for docirine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc­
tion in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly^ fur­
nished unto all good works."—"^ Tim. 
iii, 16, 17, Hence there is no portion 
of the sacred volume which we, aa 
Christians, can disregard without injury 
to our own souls If we would be 
perfect in Christian character, tho­
roughly furnished for all the important 
responsibilities of life, we must accept 
the ' doctrines, reproofs, corrections, 
and instructions of the Holy Scriptures 
combined, and continually apply them 
to our consciences and lives. 

Sin has perverted all lhe faculties of 
man's natnre. "Behold! I was shapen 
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me"—Psa xi 5, The design 
of the Christian religion is to correct 
this perverted state of things, and re­
store man to a right relation to God 
and to his neighbor. Human depravity 
manifests itself in no way more fully 
aod continually than in the bad use of 
the tongue. Hence the Apostle James 
declares, ' 'The tongue ia a fire, a 
world of iniquity. So is the tongue 
among our members tbat it defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire 
of hell."—Jas. iii, 6. Again, to show 
how desperate is this instance of de.-
pravity, the same writer says, '" The 
tongue can no man tame; it is an un­
ruly evil, full of deadly poison." Such 
is the influenee of an unbridled tongne 
in social and religious life. What evil 
hatb it not wrought? What fires of 
envy, strife, jealousy, madness, ruin, 
and death hath it not kindled and fan­
ned into a consuming flame ? Wl^st 
hopes hath it not blasted ? Wbat ties 
hath it not severed ? What heart hath 
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it not pierced with arrows «ors=! than 
death? Oh! what a world of iniquity 
is in the perverted or Hubridlt-d tongue! 

The religion of tbe Bible reproves 
this ffigaiuic evil, and also corrects it 
by purifying the heart, whence issues 
the "deadly poison," which this "'un­
ruly member "disseminates throughout 
the circles of social life, tbereby work­
ing mischief, misery, and death. Aud 
as a tree is kno-.vn bv its fruit, so is 
tbe character of a man's religion, by 
the words of his mouth. '• If any 
man offend not in word, the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body," "If any man among 
yoa seem lo be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, bnt deceiveth bis own 
heart, this man's religion is vain," 

1. We will first point out and show 
how to correct some of the evils to 
which unbridled tongues are prone. 

,1. Excessive conversation. People 
generally talk too much. This is large­
ly tbe occasion of tbe mischief too 
commonly found in social circles. The 
Apostle James says. " Be ye swift to 
hear; slow to speak" And Solomon 
declares, •' In the multitude of words 
there wanteth not sin." Thus from the 
Bible we learn that excessive conversa 
tion is sinful. Mr. Wesley says that few 
persons could converse together profit 
ably for more than an honr at a time. 
Of course we are not required to with­
draw entirely from social lifej nor in 
social circles to be always dumb. But 
we should aim to speak only a;t such 
times, and to utter only such words as 
will be profitable to ourselves and to 
them that hoar us. Our words should 
be " filly spoken and in due aeason," 
that we may glorify God and minister 
grace and life to those about us. 

2. Another common evil of unbri­
dled tongues is exaggerated discourse. 
By this we mean the jiabit of magni­
fying events, in our relation of their 
occurrence, BO as to make them ap­
pear to others of greater magnitude and 
importance than tfae facts will warrant. 
Many snch expressions are common in 
daily life, and althongh not generally 
acconnted wrong, are, nevertheless, 

deviations from the truth, and conse­
quently are injurious and sinful before 
God. Our Saviour bas given as a' 
plain precept on tbis point which we 
do well to heed : " Let your commu-
.nication be yea, yea, nay, nay; for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh 
of evil,"—Matt, v, 37. 

3. Another and very injurious ele­
ment in society is what we commonly 
term gossip. This is a habit of telling 
everything new that comes to our notice 
or bearing, concerning other • people. 
Sometimes we call it tattling or tale­
bearing. It is a tendency to tell tales 
concerning others, without any . partic­
ular object, except it be to gratify a 
depraved disposition. It is ' l ike a 
deadly poison in society. Its virus in­
fects every department of social life,, 
and is productive of strife, jealousy, 
hatred, and a thousand ills black and 
putrid with corruption. The Bible 
plainly denounces i t and, concerning 
him who is guilty herein, declares: 
•'The prating fool shall fall."—Prov. 
X, 8. 

4. Foolish talking and jesting. What 
•-•ommon evils aro these! But how few 
persons, even among professed Chris­
tians, ever think these fornrs of con­
versation wrong! With many these 
are the ordinary rules of converse, 
while true Christian sobriety is the ex­
ception. Yet after hours spent in idle 
conversation, these persons will won­
der why they are so weak and lean in 
spiritual things. The reason is they 
" grieve the Holy Spirit of God." 
These are "little foxes," but they 
" sp^il the vines," and effectnally hin­
der spiritnal fruitfulness. Paul said 
ofChristians, "Our conversation isin 
heaven." But how unheavenly are 
the foolish talk and silly jest which so 
frequently greet our ears in the raried 
circles of society. May God help us, 
Christian brethren, to live so much in 
heaven, and talk so mnch like heaven, 
that tbos'e who hear will know by onr 
language in wbat conntry we hold oar 
citizenship!. 

5. Another manifestation of a per­
verted tongue is cotUroversy, or what 
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Paul calls "striving abont words to no 
profit" He also declares that snch 
conversation " will increase nnto more 
ungodliness." Very few persons have 
grace enough to argue long wiihoat 
impatience, harshness, or anger. And 
those who bave more grace run into 
the way of temptation, whenever they 
engage in controversial discourse. We 
pray, " Lead us not into temptation." 
Then let us live as we pray, and not 
heedlessly run where temptation is. 

6, Tbe most destructive, debasing, 
and devilish license of tbe utsanctititd 
tongue is back-biting,or slander. This 
is speaking evil of persons in their 
absence, publishing reports, whether 
true or false, concerning oihers, of 
such a character as would involve them 
in shame, reproach or disgrace; or in 
timating evil concerning other people, 
witbout charging it upon tliem directly. 
Now all this is exceedingly sinful. 
The Word of God condemns it in the 
strongest terms We are commanded 
not to "take np a, reproach against bur 
neighbor," to "speak evil of no man," 
but to " bless them that curse us, and 
pray for them that despitefully nse us. 
and persecute us " Thus also speak 
our General Rules of Methodism, to 
which all Methodists have subscribed. 
May God help us to keep, and not to 
break or mend these wholesome rules. 
If we have knowledge of evil in anoth­
er " let us keep the matter in our heart 
until we come to tbe person concerned," 
and then proceed according to the 
Gospel and the Disciplinary direction. 
Thereby we shall be saved from injury 
to our own souls, and may, perhaps, 
be instrumental in gaining onr brother. 
And " He that converteth a sinner 
from the error of bis way, shall save a 
sonl from death, and shall hide a mul­
titude of sins."—James v, 20. 

II, Notice secondly, that a religion 
whieh does not bridle the tongue, and 
produce holy conversation, it a delusion 
and a show of vanity. 

1. The man whose religion does not 
bridle his tongne, and gnide his conver­
sation aright, " deceiveth bis own 
beart." He may "seem to be relig­

ious,"—may appear so both to himself 
and to others. He may observe relig­
ious forms and customs, and walk ia 
religious society. He may be benevo­
lent and upright in his general charac­
ter. In all this he seems to be relig­
ious, but in the I'ruit of his lips he 
proves his heart perverse. His religion 
tails to cleanse his heart from that 
"deadly poison'" wbich he is continu­
ally sending forth from an unsanctified 
tongue! 

2. Surely, "'this man's religiou ia. 
vein." l l appears like religion, but is-
only vanity. Il has no substance—no-
reality. It does nni reach and regulate-
the heart out of which " are the issnea 
of lite." And "God lookeih on the 
heart" He " desires truth (or right­
eousness) in the= inward parts." And 
holiness of heart will beget holiness of 
life and conversation. Any religion 
that fails of this ia a delusion of ih« 
devil—a vain and fleeting show. 

Finally, aa an antidote and cure for 
this " unruly evil," "'Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, in all wis­
dom : teaching, and admonishing one 
another in psalms, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs, sinking with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord."—Col. iii, 16. 
And let as seek thai complete renewal 
of our natures in the image of God, 
wbich will make ns "perfect even as 
he is perfect," and " pure even as h© 
is pure." Then, " Being made free 
from sin, and become servants to Gcd, 
ye (shall) have your frnit nnto holiness 
and the end everlasting life."—Rom-
vi 22. 

—The love of Jesus mnst abide, 
roust be immovable whatever fortunes 
meet us, however the spirit of the age 
may change; else i'i is not pure. 

—A lively Christian cannot keep sf­
lence. If you truly feel the 8weetnes» 
of the cross of Christ, yon will be con­
strained to confess Christ before men.. 
" I t is like the best wine for my belov­
ed, that goeth down sweetly, cansing-
tbe lips of those tbat are asleep to 
speak." 
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A GOOD PREPARATION. 

BY BKV. EDWIN C. BEST. 

A 

A good preparation is necessary to 
success in any department of life. 
The farmer must thoroughly prepare 
the soil before sowing the seed, or 
much of his labor will be lost He who 
looks forward to a professional life, 
makes the necessary preparation. The 
artist may take a correct likeness, but 
if the plate was not properly prepared, 
the work is a failure. Many terrible 
•accidents are the results ofa poor pre­
paration. 

Last year the people of Rockford, 
111., erected a beautiful court-house, 
but just as it was being completed, it 
fell of its own weight, causing the 
death of fifteen of the workmen, and 
wounding many others. The fault was 
providing poor material. 

Onr Lord's parable of the two build­
ers—Mat. vii, 24-27—represents one 
as digging down and laying his founda­
tion upon a rock, while the other lays 
his foundation upon the sand. In the 
hour of trial the one who made careful 
preparation stands secure; while the 
one who neglected this, suffered irre­
parable loss. 

In religion, many are rained by a 
superficial preparation. Many are 
anxious to gain heaven, and yet seem 
perfectly indiflFrfrent in having the fit­
ness the Bible requires for that holy 
place. Jesus teaches us to pray, " Thv 
kingdom come," — the kingdom of 
righteousness. Let it come into our 
hearts and fit us for the kingdom above! 
He does not teach us to pray that we 
may go to heaven, but that we may be 
prepared for heaven God will bring 
us all there if we are only ready. We 
have no need to seek to be appointed 
to some important position in society 
if qualified. The position will demand 
some one capable of filling -it Oor 
strife oaght not to be to gain heaven 
simply, but to prepare ourselves to en­
joy it, when the Master calls. With­
out an honest, careful preparation, all 
else will be useless. 

The Bible teaches that heaven is a 
prepared place : " I go to prepare a 
place for you."—John xiv, 2. "Where­
fore God is not ashamed lo be called 
their God, for he h-ath prepared for 
them a city."—Heb. xi, 16. It also 
teaches that the. church of God must 
be prepared fonheaven. The church 
isrepresented as a bride prepared for 
her husband, and as being arrayed in 
robes of righteousness. " Fo'r the 
marriage of the Lamb is come;' and 
his wife hath made herself ready, and 
to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; 
for the fine linen is the righteousness 
of saints."—Rev. xix, 7, 8. 

Let us consider in wbat particulars 
this preparation for heaven consists : 

1. In turning from our sins. 
" And Samuel spake unto all the 

house of Israel, saying, If ye do re­
turn unto the Lord with all your 
hearts, then put away the strange gods, 
and Ashteroth, from among you, and 
prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only."—1 Sam.vii, 3. ' 'Le t 
the wicked forsake fais way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon." 
—Isa. Iv, 7, It is useless for us to 
profess saving grace while we continue 
in any evil practices. We must aban­
don them as the Spirit enlightens us. 
If we do uot clearly see what ia for­
bidden by Scripture, let us remember 
that Jesas came to open blind eyes. 
If we keep his commandments we shall 
know of the doctrine. We must turn 
from -all our sins—anger, pride, self-
gratification, with all their manifesta­
tions. 

The cause of Gfld . ia often injured 
by its professed friends. A crusty, ill-
natured peraon will always destroy 
rather than build up. A proud 
person will continually cause others to 
follow his example. 

If we are in the habit of speaking 
evil, we must put this sin away, " For 
he that will love life, and see good 
days, let hioi refrain his tongne from' 
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evil, and his lips that they speak no 
guile,"—1 P e t iii, IQ. 

2. In turning to the Lord with all our 
hearts. 

" Therefore also now saith the Lord, 
turn ye even to me with all your 
heart, and *ith fasting, and with weep­
ing, and with mourning, and jend your 
heart, and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God,"—Joel 
ii, 12,' 13, Turning to God implies a 
willingness on our part. We are not 
forced from our sins while we live, but 
exhorted to turn from them, and for­
sake tbem. We must not only turn 
from our sins, but turn to God. He 
must henceforth occupy the heart It 
is absolutely necessary that we seek 
God with all our hearts, " I cried with 
my whole heart."—Psa. cxix, 145. 

3. Thii preparation consists in con­
tinually bringing ourselves under subjec­
tion to the Divine will. 

"So fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air; but I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection."—1 Cor. 
ix, 26, 27. " Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate af­
fection, evil concupiscence, and covet­
ousness, which is idolatry."—Col. iii, 5. 
The Apostle Paul found it necessary 
frequently to speak upon this subject. 
Althongh speaking to real converts, 
whose hearts had been changed, and 

^ h o were " sanctified in Christ Jesus " 
and " called to be saints," (1 Cor. i, 
2,), he shows them that they are not 
wholly sanctified, but are yet carnal, 
and shows them the duty of keeping.a 
proper control over their appetites 
and passions, while he exhorts them to 
" B e perfect''—2 Cor. xiii, 2, and 
lays, "This also we wish, even your 
perfection."—2 Cor, xiii, 9. 

4. The completeness of this prepara­
tion consists in holiness of heari. 

According to the Bible, we see no 
way in whieh a soul can ever be ad­
mitted to heaven except by being 
wholly sanctified to God. Holiness 
alone ia set forth as a preparation for 
that blessed place. Not the least en-
coiiragemeDt it given within tbe lids of 

the Bible, that a lower state of grace 
will secure everlasting life. Every 
degree of grace brings the soul on to­
ward this completeness. We are con­
tinually urged to its attainment—ex­
horted, commanded to seek i t 

Are you justifled? regenerated? 
sanctified? Are you wholly sancti­
fied? Are you holy ? Are you per­
fecting holiness ? Are YOU thoroughly 
prepared to enjoy God here, and here­
after ? 

DRESS, 

The following excellent article on 
dress from The Advocate of Chri.<itian 
Holiness, was written by Miss Jennie A, 
Frow, a voluntary missionary to India, 
laboring with Rev, A, Norton and wife. 
Many were deeply interested in the 
letter we published from her in ont laat 
month—"Freewill Offering,"—EDITOB. 

In my early Christian experience, 
before I came into that liberty in Christ 
which gives great joy to do the least of 
His will, I did not have a spirit of love 
abont dress. 

I know I often grieved God more by 
the unloving judgment I passed upon 
others who dressed differently from 
myself, because He saya, "Love is the 
fulfilling of the law," than if I had 
dressed contrary to his word. But 
now, when I see them, it only gives 
me grief and a longing desire to see 
them sanctified through his truth. 

I have great sympathy for those 
who have been4n great bondage, and 
coming into liberty, have gone to 
the other extreme, feeling God would 
have us lift our minds from the subject 
and have no anxious care either way. 

In John viii, 47, it says, " He that 
is of God, heareth God's words." 
This is a mark of God's children—tbat 
they hear His word. God prefers obe­
dience rather than sacrifice, and that 
we sbould purify onr hearts thron^b 
obedience to His trnth. In 1 Peter iii, 
3, 4, He makes a simple command 
as to how women should dress, and 
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objects to three things : The adorning 
themselves with "putting on of apparel, 
wearing of gold, and plaiting of hair." 

Then the Holy Ghost speaks of the 
ornaments "which, in the sight of God, 
are of great price,"—viz.: "the hidden 
man of the heart" and " a meek atid 
quiet spirit." God foresaw what a 
test it would be lo woman and deigned 
to tell His mind concerning i t In 1 
Tiro, ii, 9, is a similar command, de­
fining " tbe putting on of apparel," to 
be " costly array." This passage is 
usually interpreted that woman shoald 
adorn herself with modest apparel. 

But it does not say so. I t says 
adorn themselves in modest apparel 
with "shamefacedness and sobriety." 

There were reasons in God's mind 
for giving the command ; and since 
laboring among the heathen women of 
India, they have become more appar­
ent to me. A heathen woman delights 
in her gay-colored clothing and jewels. 

I have seen tbem loaded with, the 
latter ; and when they become Chris­
tians, it is one of their greatest tests to 
give them up. Can we tell them to 
leave off eleven pair of their bracelets, 
and give them permission to wear one? 
Can we tell them it is not right to 
wear two or three rings in their ears, 
but it is to wear one ? She delights 
more in her nose jewel, especially if 
it be a handsome one, than iri her ear­
rings;—so can we explain the differ­
ence ? No. We can give no expla­
nation to them, bat that it is one of 
G«d's commands, and ask, " Do you 
love Christ better then these ?" In 
reproving a native Christisn for repla­
cing her nose jewel—not a large ring, 
bnt a tiny green stone with a brass 
tip—I said to her: 

" Yon are breaking God's command, 
and now you look just like a heathen 
woman." 

" But all Christian women wear 
them." 

" No," I said confidently. " Well," 
naming two or three children among 
ns, " these wear them on their faands, 
neck and breasts." 

And as tbe vision of their jewelry 

came up to me, I -was dumb, and my 
heart was sorrowful. When I go to 
the bazaar to visit the women in their 
huts, if I should wear the least 'super­
fluous clothing, it would catch tbe eye 
of these dress loving creatnres, and 
my message of God's lovo fall upon a 
divided attention. Said a dear sister 
to me the other day : 

" I was so reproved to-day in the 
bazaar by a native watching my hat 
all the time I was talking." 

Then, if native Christians hy resum­
ing their jewelry, look like heathen 
women, does it not put God's* child 
on a level wiih the woman of the 
world ? 

" But it makes us peculiar." Ah, 
tbat is i t That is lhe badge of God's 
people.—they are a " peculiar people." 

Why should you shrink from His 
mark? "But it gives me more power 
with worldly peqple." It may win 
them more to yourself. You may have 
less of reproach to bear; but by dis­
obeying God's word, we are only shorn 
of real power to win soals to Chriat 
and deep consecration. We never 
gain anything as influence for Christ 
by ceasing to be faitbful to His word. 
A sensible man or woman inwardly 
despises our inconsistency. Not 
dressing like the women of the world 
frees ua from the snares of the world. 
This little departure from his word is 
a little leak in our power. 

Plain dress, too, ia a safe-guard to a 
woman's virtue. Many a poor girl has 
laid herself open to the power of some 
designing man, who was attracted by 
her showy dress. Her vanity made 
her weak. Have we influenced her by 
our own beantiful and costly dress,— 
we, who shonld have given her a moral 
support by our obedience to God's 
word? It seems as if we conld do 
nothing to lessen tbe evil and only 
succeed in making ourselves singular. 
Bnt are we expected to reap before 
we sow? A faithfal witness for 
Christ is like one tonching a key that 
wiU vibrate througfa all eternity. 

And lastly, omaments and costly 
apparel nse money that was only in-
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trusted to onr hands. They will rise 
np in judgment with the cry : " We 
kept you from feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, sending the Gospel 
lo the heathen, and influenced many 
a woman to follow your example" 
And as we see the hundreds of souls 
leaving God's' ptesence torever, be­
cause the gold glittered on our breasts 
and fingers, the cosily apparel—plain, 
peihaps but costly, adorned our per­
sons, and carried not to them " the 
pearl of great price," or the "robe of 
righteousness," will it seem a little or 
peculiar thing ? Would not ruffles and 
trimming that added dollars to the cost 
of a dress, mock yoa if you would step 
in among the Bulgarian sufferers who 
perish for necessaries ? or among the 
starving men and women in India who 
would give you their lives for just the 
cost of one rufile f Then the millions 
of heathen wbo perish without the 
word of God, because no one bas gone 
to them ! If you are not called to go 
to them as a steward of God, can you 
not send a substitute? If the price 
of the costly dress and ornaments of 
the Christian women alone were given, 
it would send fifty thousand mission­
aries forth. 

But if there were no other reasons 
to be given, the fact that God has 
given ns His command " who has ex­
alted his toorrf* above all his name," 
ahall in turn be honored by God. Let 
ns exalt the word of God. becanae 
it is His word. 

—There were two men that went'on 
pilgrimage; the one began when he 
was young, the other when he was old: 
the yonng man had strong corraptions 
to grapple with, the old man's were 
weak with the decays of natnre: the 
yonng man trode bis steps as even as 
did the old one, and was every way as 
light as he. Who now, or which of 
them, had their graces shining clearest, 
since both seemed to be alike ? The 
yonng man's doubtless; for that wfaicfa 
heads it against the greatest opposition, 
givos best demonstration that it is 
strongest—Bunyan. 

THB WAY TO LIVE. 

BY A D G O S T I N Q. HA.ajSBUJ.Hl. 

One of the foremost, ever-present 
and perplexing questions among men 
is, " How shall 1 make a living?" 

It would seem that their living draws 
more attention than their life. And 
so they adopt doubtful means of mak­
ing their Uving, and grow-more and 
more distrustful of the heavenly Fath­
er, which feedeth them. But Christ 
saya, " Take no thought for your life." 
That is, be not solicitous. God well 
knows what we need, and if we 
trust, and do good, verily we shall he' 
fed. 

The true way to live is to have true 
and abundant life. Paul said: " I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me." 

This every Christian should be 
able to say. To be possessed of Christ 
is to have life, and " have it more a<ban-
dantly." Having Christ all things are 
ours, to be inherited in due time. It 
we let him, who is our life, live in us, 
his will shall be our will, and his power 
shall be manifest in us. Then the en­
livened body of believers could work 
in harmony for humanity, and Christ's 
everlasting kingdom would come speed-
iiy. 

" liife 1" Yes, that ia what this sick, 
languid, half dead world needs. And 
Christ is the Life 1 Oh ! that every 
man- were able to say with Paul, 
" Christ liveth in me !" Let ns think 
mach on that wonderful petition in 
Christ's last prayer: " I in them."— 
Johnxvii, 22. Sometimes, to our short­
sighted vision, it seems as if this pray­
er were slow in coming to pass. But 
it shall be fulfilled in due time. And 
we nay each one of ns help to pnt 
more life into this world. Let ns open 
wide tfae door of our faearts and oermit 
Christ,, the Light and Life to enter ru 
and abide. " He that hath the Son 
hath life." But " He that faatfa not the 
Son, faatfa not life." Strive to wm 
Christ. Think less of living, and more 
of the life. 

http://HA.ajSBUJ.Hl
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EDITOBIAL. 
CANON FARRAR. 

Canon Farrar is a mioister of the estab­
lished charch of Eof^land. He preaches 
at Westminster Cathedral, London. He 
has attained a sudden notoriety by his 
BermoDs against the doctrine of eternal 
punishment. He professes the greatest 
candor and love for truth. His position 
as Canon of Westminster give his words 
a degree of inflaence which they would 
not have if uttered by an ordinary 
preacher. 

We make a few quotations from a ser­
mon whicli is going the rounds of the 
secular press. It ia from the text, " Then 
said one unto him, Lprd, are there few 
that be saved ? And He said unto him. 
Strive to enter in at tbe strait gate,"— 
Luke xiii, 23, 24, 

" This passage, my brethren, gives us 
the very essence of our Lord's teaching 
reBp,ecting tbe present and future. Some 
one aaked Him the plain, direfct question, 
'Lord, are there few that besaved?" Now 
supposing that it were so—supposing that, 
as thousands of theologians have taught 
for thousands of years, the vast majority 
are, in the next world, forever lost, would 
It not have been only fair to admit it t 
Would not our Lord's teaching have 
gained terrific force from admitting il ? 
Had the answer to the question been a 
plain ' Yes, only a few are saved; ' and 
had that yiew beeu as essential to mor­
ality as some assert, surely it would have 
been worse than dangerons-—it would have 
been (be it said witb reverence) wrong to 
suppress it. Bat what is the answer of 
the Divine wisdom? Is Jt some glaring 
delnge of fire and brimstone for billions 
of years ? Is it in that style in which the 
coarse terrorism of the Puritan is at one 
With the coarse terrorism of the Inquisi­
tion ? No ; but it is a refusal to answer. 
It is Btrong warning to the questioner. 
It ia a tacit rebuke to the very question," 

Now, we ask in all candor, is this a fair 
way to treat this text ? Is it honest ? The 
majority of those who read this sermon. 
It may be presamed.are not familiar with 

the Bible. They will not even tarn to it 
to read the text. They take it for granted 
that it ia fairly stated. The preacher 
never once intimates tbat he did not give 
the fnll answer of onr Lord, He, with 
astonishing boldness, assumes that he 
gives Christ's words and meaning. Bat 
whoever will turn to the text, will find 
that Christ says in the latter part of tho 
24th verse, For many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 
This, the preacher not only omits, but ut­
terly ignores. How does this comport 
with his professed devotion to the truth! 
Does not the snppression of the truth, ia 
a case like this, amount to a lie ? 

Bat Canon Farrar knows well that no 
one of the Evangelists claims to bave re­
corded all the sayings of Jesus. They all 
d o n o t It is but proper to supply an 
omission by one Evangelist from the 
teachings recorded by another. If the 
Canon had done this, he would have 
foand in Matthew an explicit answer to 
the question which he assumes our Lord 
did not anawer; and on whicb assumption 
he builds so important a theory. In Mst 
thew vii, 14, Christ says, Beeause strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto lif^ and FEW THERE BB THAT FIND 

IT, 
The Canon admits that if we do not 

pass through the gate we cannot fini) tbe 
life, but he seems to intimate that if ne­
glected in this life, the neglect may b» 
recovered in the life to come. For he 
adds: 

" Il is the pointing to a strait gate and 
to a narrow way whereby alone we can 
enter into the kindom of God. In this sad 
world it is bnt the few who find that way, 
and until they find it they cannot find the 
kingdom of God ; but there is not one 
word here aboat an irreversible doom to 
material torment." 

Bat our Saviour's words are absolute. 
He does not say, " few there be that find 
it," in this life. But bis statement is un. 
qaalified : VBw THBRK B S THAT FIKD IT. 

To prove that eternal punishment i« 
caught in tbe Bible, it is not necessary to 
show that it is taagfht in every passage. 
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Canon Farrar teachen future panisb-
ment, for he says : 

" Punish us ? Tes, punish us because 
he pities; but Qod judges that he may 
teach; He never teaches that he may 
judge. He will. Indeed, condemn u s ; it 
may be hereafter, and it must be if we die 
in willful sin, to His aoneon fire ; bat it 
il the fire of love. It is to purify, and not 
to torture ; it is to melt and uot to burn ; 
ind we would be melted by that fire of 
love, by fiames far fiercer than are blown 
to prove and purge the silver ore adulter­
ate, Qod himself tells us that be affiict-
eth not willingly, but for our profit that 
we may be partakers of his holiness ; but 
it would be the utter contrary of this to 
torture us forever in a hopeless hell. And 
shall we belie his own words T' 

But if you will read in Heb. xii, 10, the 
passage quoted above, you will see that 
it la of THE SONS OP GOD, and sot of sin­
neis, of whom the Apostle is speaking. 
And the chastening is that which Qod in­
flicts upon his sons in this Jife, and is not 
punishment in the life to come. What 
Scripture is there to prove that the ptin-
iehment of sinners in the life to come 
will make them holy ? Canon Farrar 
does not give us a single passage. There 
is not one to give. 

There is no more reason than Scripture 
for such an assertion. Does puniahment 
here reform men ? Do you trust a man 
all the sooner because he has suffered in 
prison for theft ? Does the drankard re. 
lorm because he suffers the very pangs of 
hell for hia intemperance ? Does the an. 
guish of a broken-hearted wife and suffer­
ing children reform him t If holinesa is 
Voluntary, as it must be if there ia such a 
thing aa holiness, then why may not the 
ainner, be a sinner forever? If BO, then 
he must sufi'er forever. 

But Canon Farrar admits that the saints 
will fare the best. He aay*: 

" Of the aaints, my brethren, I shall not 
Bpeak. Their proxQise is sealed, their lot 
Is sure. Beautiful, holy sonls, into whom 
entering in every age, the Spirit of God 
h u made aaints of God and prophet* 1 
They are tbe joy of heaven: they are the 

aalt of earth. We, every one of us, are 
better for tbem, as the dull clods of eaith 
are better for the anowy hills whence the 
fivers flow, as the stagnant air of earth is 
better for the pure winds which scatter 
the pestilence. Oh, what would the world 
be, what would England be, what would 
this great oppressive city be, without 
them—without the ten righteous, the thir^ 
ty, th^ forty, the fifty righteous, for whose 
sake the heavena do not burst to drown, 
with deluging rain, the feeble vassals of 
lust and anger and wine, the little hearts 
that know not how to forgive ? What 
would this city be if it were nothing more 
than sin ? Greedy coil of jarring slanders, 
of reckless competition, of selfish luxury, 
of brutal vice ! Many, we kuow, are the 
sinners, and few, we know, are the saints 
of God, and they are mostly poor, and very 
often despised; and yet it is they alone 
who save the world from corruption by 
the gangrene of its own vices, and from 
dissolution by the centrifugal forces of its 
i:wn hate. Their gentle words break npon 
our wranglinga with the balm of love. 
Their calm faces look in upon our trou-
blea jvith peace and hope. 

"Ev« tbeir etatnes rise before ua— 
Qur loftier brothers bnt one in blood. 

At bed aud table they lord it o"«r ns; 
W ith looks of beauty and words of good." 

A millionaire—a auccesaful man— 
though the world may crawl at his feet, 
is but as the small dust of the balance ; 
but. Oh God, give ns saints 1 About them 
we have no controversy. We know that 
they ahall be happy. We know that Qod 
will treasure them iu the day when he 
maketh up hia jewels. We know that 
' eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
heart conceived, what Qod ahall give to 
them that love him." " 

Then let as strive to be eainta. Aa lon^ 
as aecarlty is attainable, and there is so 
mach at stake, it is not beat to run any 
risk. The difference between striving and 
seeking, is the difference, between succeas 
and failure. 

He who would gain everlasting. Iif a 
must b» in earnest about it. Half hearted 
efforts will fail. Baid one who had, for 
Christ's sake, suffered the loss ot aU 
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thing. I f by any means Imight attain un-
H> the resurrection of tlie dead. 

GET HUMILITY. 

It matters not how powerfully you 
were converted; without humility you 
certainly will fall. There is not the least 
doubt about it. Tbe only question, is a 
question of time. The more sail a veaael 
carriea, the more ballast ahe requires to 
keep her afioat. The taller a tree grows, 
the deeper mnst it send its roots, or the 
wiud will prostrate it. So the greater 
yonr spiritual gifts, the greater degree of 
humility you must possess, or you will fall 
out by the way. 

We have known many bright and 
promising converts to fall, and generally 
It haa been for want of humility. 

Many, who for yeara were devoted and 
useful, have run off into dangeroua delu­
sions and damning errors ; but pride 
tarned the switch that led them on to the 
wrong track. 

He who displays hia treaaurea is beset 
by pickpockets and waylaid by robbera. 
If yoa aeek to show off yonr gifts, or your 
grace, Satan will rob you and leave yoa 
impoverished, and wounded, if not killed. 
If you would stand, then yoa mast keep 
getting down. If you would live, you 
must die daily. It was lot oar profit and 
not for rhetorical effect that our Savioar 
said. He that is greatest among youi let 
him be the servant of all. t 

REVIVALS. 

A T Ranaomville, N. Y., the Lord is gra-
cioasly pouring out his Spirit. We hear 
that some ninety have already been con­
verted and the work is going on. 

From CnicAQO, ILLS., Brother C. B. 
Ebey writes u s : 

" We are having aalvation here. The 
Lord is with us indeed^have received 
seventeen on probation and in full con 
nection. Several have left Kfonnt Seir, 
tarned northward, and have entered tbe 
Land of Caanan. Praise the Lord, I am 
realizing more and more that it is " Not 
by might, nor by powier, but by my Spir­
it, saith the Lord of hosta." 

COBBESPOJfDEJVGE. 

LOVE FEAST. 
H, H. PEASE,—Wife and I are happy is 

God, and holding meetings from house to 
house. Souls are being converted, praise 
the Lord! Wife and myaelf enjoy full 
Balvation. We labor witb any and every 
one who wants religion, in the churches, 
on the streets, in the priaon, and at pri­
vate housea, Tbe last is the best of all. 
Quite a number have manifested a desire 
for religion, and professors are getting 
awake, thank God! Heaven aeema very 
near to this place, glory to Qod I 

RHODA CLAPSADDLE,—Qod ia my sun 
and my shield. He gives grace and K'ory, 
and no good thing does he withhold from 
me. Every day I am sinking more and 
more into the will ol Gtod. 1 a.m enabled 
to aay with the poet : 

Give joy or grief. 
Give ease or pain. 

Take life or friends away. 
But let m^ find tbem all again. 

In that eternal day. 
I am living in bright anticipations of 
meeting loved ones, and striking glad 
handa with them on the other shore. In 
order to do this, I realize that I must obey 
God, and walk in the light of the Spirit, 
This I am trying to do, Qod is better to 
me than all my feara. He is with me in 
deep affliction and bereavement; and I 
find him true to hia promises. Bleas his 
name. 

J A N E CARET.—" Bleased are the pure 
in heart, for they shall aee God I" To­
day the blood of Jesus Christ, through 
faith, cleanseth my heart from all ain. 
My heart ia filled with perfect love that 
caateth ont all fear. All tbat I am, or 
ever hope to be, ia on the altar, and the 
altar sanctifieth the gift. Glory to God 
for fall aalvation. For many years, Satan 
kept me in bondage. It was foes without 
and foes within ; but He that Christ makes 
free, ia free indeed. Praise God I 

E. WHITMDRE.—Jeans save* me and 
keeps me saved through hig own precioui 
blood. Bless Hia holy name I 



. CORRESPONDENCE. 99 

PETER STINEMAS.—The good Lord is 

yet my all in all. Bleas hia holy name I 
I see BO much beauty in holiness, tbat I 
would not Hve one moment without it, I 
do praise Qod for the wonderful plan of 
salvation. Glory be to Qod and the Lamb 
forever and ever I I cannot expresa the 
beauty 1 see in full salvation. We have 
a holiness meeting three milea fiom here, 
held by the holineaa people. The meet 
ing is good. It has been carried on over 
a week, and is getting better. Some 
souls have been reclaimed, and some 
sanctified, among whom is my dear com­
panion. Oh, praise tho Lord, we are look­
ing for more to follow. The other 
churches have had protracted meetinga, 
and woiked hard, but would not take the 
holineaa line. So the Lord did not give 
them any success. In oar town in Henton, 
fhe holineBs people had a good meeting. 
I attended some. Quite a number were 
reclaimed and aanctified, and a band 
oiganized, 

Benton, Ohio. 

1. R. R0OU.VN.—I waa converted about 
January 5ch, 1877, God did wonderfuUy 
bless my aoul; but soon after I found 
doabts and anger springing up in my 
heart. This greatly troubled m e ; for I 
desired to have a heart wholly cleanaed 
from sin and unrighteousness. I was 
fully convinced that the roots of sin still 
remained in my heart. I ofttimes asked 
Sod to cleanse my heart. About one 
month of my Christian life had pasaed 
away, when one night, at the altar of 
prayer, I consecrated my all to God, and 
asked hia cleansing power. Qod, for 
Christ'a aake, did hear my prayer. Praise 
be to God 1 I felt such a cleansing power, 
aa never before. I then and there rea­
lized that the blood of Christ was able to 
cleanse me from all unrighteouaneaa. Tea, 
I felt that precious blood so freely ap­
plied to my soul, that I coald not be mia-
taken. Thoae dark clouds of doubt and 
unbelief were dispersed. Oh, who can 
deicribe the joy and peace of a heart that 
ig washed and made white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Glory be to Qod for his I 

cleanaing power. Since that time Qod 
haa wonderfully blessed me, and kept 
me by hia power. Praise his holy name I 
I feel the blessings of Jesus resting upon 
myhear t just now. Glory be to Godl 
He haa made me free, and now 1 am tree 
indeed. 

ROBERT SULLT.—I feel it a duty to 

speak of your heavenly manna in the 
January number of your excellent maga­
zine—full of good things—wines upon 
the leea, well refined. Who selected such 
good things ?—all indited by the Spirit of 
Uod. They speak loudly to myaelf of 
buried talent. Oh, may I be as passive in 
the hands o( Deity aa the saint alluded 
to on the 23d page. In answer to her 
breathings.-throagh ,her seeming forget­
fulness, she spoke the wonder in the ear 
of Jesua. I was so impressed with solemn 
awe. I mused—until I ran for the pen 
and headed the piece witb •' The Deity 
Within." At the bottom I wrote— 

" O love divine, 
How sweet thon art" 

" A Preacher Helped." 0 for the prayer 
of Brother Qadsby, " Lord, help 'me," and 
the faith that brings the power. Let as 
take the " Steps to Holiness" (9th page), 
and adopt the powerful prayers on the 
10th page, aud we shall not want any good 
thing. "Glory to God!" will ascend as 
holy incense to the skiea, and clouds of 
bleaaing will deacend. Hallelujah ! Praise 
the Lord 1 Oh, how delightful ia com. 
munion with saints. The cross shall wear 
the crown The order of God mubt be 
obeyed. " With the heart man believeth 
unto righteonsness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation." 
Observe the question of the Savionr: 
" Were there not ten cleanaed, but where 
are the nine 1" 

Province of Quebec. 

EI70IAA WaiTuoaB.—Jeaua saves me 
nqw to the very attermost. Bleaa Hig 
name I He keeps me every day by His 
grace; for it is by grace I am saved 
through faitb, 

Oross Lanes. Iowa. 
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ABTHUB.A.HATCH.—Inthe aummer of 
1870,1 waa induced to subscribe for T H E 
EJABNEST CHBISTIAS by one whom I was 
acquainted witb, wbo was at that time 
getting a d a b together. When I received 
the 9rst number, I opened ahd read aome, 
if not all, of its contents; buf being not 
reliffioualy inclined, I did not give tbem 
a place in my heart till the Fall of 1873, 
when God awakened me, and I sawi my-
gelf lost without a Saviour. I then had a 
desire to see what those EABNEST CHKTS-

TIAN books contained. I commenced to 
eat them open and read them, and found 
they increased my deaire to be saved; but 
I was a lover of tobacco, and it caused a 
war in me. I was willing to give up 
everything but tobacco. I would here 
state, had it not been for the liglit I re­
ceived through T H E EARNEST CHKISWAN, 

1 know not what might have been, the 
result ; bat I do thank God that it was 
put in my hands, and that I saw the evil 
of it. I could not get religion uutil I 
waa willing to give it up Since God con­
verted my soul, it has pleased him to 
make it a blessing to me, both temporal 
and spiritual; and I might add, which are 
my convictions, kept me from backsli­
ding in the position wherein I waa, and 
am still • placed, I love T H E EABKEST 
CHBISTIAN for its truth sake, and always 
welcome its monthly return, 

Weissport, Carbon Co., P a . 

ADAM MOHNEV.—To-day finds me en­

joying free and full salvation. My aoul 
is drinking from the great spiritaal foun­
tain in Chriat Jesus. Oh 1 how I love lo 
drink of that fonntain that flows for all 
Qod's people, and have my aoul washed 
In the blood of the Lamb! Praise the 
Lord forever, for sach a hope as Chris­
tiana bave I Oh ! for a faith that will not 
shrink, to enable me to ride the atbrma. 
Although we may tremble sometimes, yet 
the Rock on which.we build ia solid, and 
will never fail. I drink from thift fonn­
tain tbat flowa over hill and dale. I am 
determined to go throag'h this plain, 
Bible route to glory. Pray for me, for my 
hope is to gain beaven. Glory to Jesns I 

Ihree Bivers, Mich.. 

W M . THBONB.—I aee by the Minuteg I 

received, that you have an appointmeat 
at Clay Center. That is about iorty mUes 
from here. There are but few pilgrima 
here in this coanty. Come over, brethren, 
and help. There are many to be gath­
ered here in the fold of Christ. Come 
baptized with the Holy Ghoat. Come 
who will, be will be provided for. We 
will find placea for preaching. Day-light 
is beginning to break forth here. The 
blindare beginning to see. and the lame to 
walk. - My soul ia bathed in hia love. It 
is joy and peace in the Holy Ghost. All 
the way along it ia Jesus. May. we pnt 
on the whole armor and stand for Jesas. 

New Cambria, Saline Co., Kansas, on 
the Kansas Pacific B . B . 

Mas. JBNNETT LOTJSBY.—I have been a 

subscriber for T H E EAKNEST CHBISTIAK 

only about a year and a balf, and I re­
ceive it every month with gladness. It 
contains food for me such as is not found 
in other papers, I can say I have learned 
many profitable lessonsfrom them, I am 
occupying ground that I never was on 
before, To.day finds me firmly settled on 
the Rock that waa cleft to take me in. 
The past year haa been the very best of 
my life. I have been growing in grace, 
and in the knowledge of the truth, I find 
it easier to work for Jesua than ever be­
fore. I have tbe evidence that my efforts 
tell now for Him. I am aatisfied Jesoa iff 
all in all to me. Amen and amen I 

J, H, N E F P . — Preach through T H B 
EABNBST CABISTIAN AND GOI.DEN R01.B, 

The uDquenchable fire of the Holy Ghosfc 
religion from on high, inspired with th*. 
divine wiadom which passeth all undet-
standing. Bless the Lord, 0 my goal I 
May the holy work never cease, but grow 
brighter and brighter until the perfect 
day; Amen. 

ZBNAS OSBOBNB.—I enjoy salvation. 

Praise the Lord! My love for real holi­
ness is wonderfully increasing. I am 
not disappointed. He leademe into green 
paatares, and beside the atill water*. 


