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HINDRANCES TO FAITH, 

BY B, T, BOBEBTS, 

"To believe, is to credit upon the 
authority of another—to have a per
suasion of any thing. Sometimes it 
implies, with the assent of the mind, a 
yielding of the will and the affections." 
The Greek word ii«jrrao translated, to 
believe, means trust in, put faith in, re
ly upon a person or thing. Herodotus, 
book 1, page 24, says that Arion when 
about to depart from Tarentum, trusting, 
iriorn'ovra, to none rathser than to the Cor
inthians, hired a ship of men from Cor
inth." 

I. It implies an assent of the un 
derstanding. Jas. ii. 19. " The devils 
also believe and tremble." 

Christian faith implies in addition, the 
assent of the sensibilities, the affec
tions and the will. Rom. X, 10. "For 
with the heart man believeth unto righte
ousness. 

Wesley says, " Christian faith is theh, 
not only an assent to the Gospel of 
Christ, but also a full reliance upon the 
blood of Christ; a trust in the merits 
of his life, death and resurrection, a 
recumbency upon him as our atonement 
and our life, as given for us and living 
in ns. It is a sure confidence which a 
man hath in God, that through the mer
its of Christ his sins are forgiven, and 

he received to the favor of God; and in 
consequence hereof, a closing with him 
as our wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi
cation and redemption, or in one word, 
our salvation." 

2. Is faith the gift of God ? 
It is the gift of God in the same 

sense that seeing, bearing, walking, act
ing, are tbe gift of God. Every good 
gift comes from Him. Every thing bad 
is from ourselves or from the devil. 
God gives the capacity to believe—the 
object of faith, Jesus Christ,—the evi
dence on which faith may repose, His 
own nature, his word, his gracious 
works. 

Eph. ii, 8 : " For by grace are ye 
saved, through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God. What 
is t h e gift of G o d ? Kai TOVTO OVK tf v/auv 

eeov ro Sapov. The salvatioD, then, is the 
gift of God—not the faith. 

The sinner will be damned for unbe
lief. In the last discourse, which our 
Saviour uttered before his ascension, he 
said, " He ihat believeth not shall be 
damned." The sinner then can help i t 
His unbelief is his own. 

3, Unbelief on the part of the people 
of God, hinders the gracious work of 
Cbrist. Mat. xiii, 58. "And he did 
not many mighty works there, because of 
their unbelief." Every thing else may 
be right; but tbe work of Christ delays 
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where unbelief prevails. The church 
may be nnited. The members may 
have an ardent affection for each other. 
Their moral character may be above 
suspicion. The world may have confi
dence in them as Christians. They 
may have zeal—may take hold with 
energy to promote the interests of the 
church. Yet with all these, unbelief 
will hinder the work of grace. 

Can a person believe, by the mere 
exercise of his will ? No; not any 
more than you can raise corn, or cut 
wood by the mere exercise of volition. 
Our Saviour asks, " How can ye helieve 
which receive honor one from another 
and seek not the honor thai cometh from 
God only ? There are, then, conditions 
to the exercise of faith. Our Saviour 
sums up these conditions in two—1st, 
The entire renunciation of the honor thai 
comes from men. And 2d. The seeking 
with undivided purpose, the approba
tion of the Lord, or tbe honor that 
comes from God only. 

1, W e receive honor one from anoth
er when, in the worship of God, we 
consult the tastes of men rather than 
have respect to what is pleasing to 
God. 

(1.) In preaching. Gal. i, 10. "Or do 
J seek to please men ? For if I yet 
jileased men I should not be the servant 
of Christ." Compare Rom. xv, 2, " Let 
every one of us please his neighbor for 
his good to edification." Mr. "Wesley 
says we are to remember here what the 
same apostle says on a similar occasion, 
" If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men." "In 
like manner, we are to please all men, 
if it be possible, as much as lieth in 
us ;" but strictly speaking, it is what no 
man ever did or ever will perform." 

Notice the limitations : 1, for his good, 
2, to edification. Avoid dishonesty, ly
ing, cruelty, malice, revenge, ill-nature. 
Be courteous, accommodating, humble, 
loving. 1 Cor. x, 33. "Even as I 
please all men in all things, not seeking 
mine own profit, hut the profit of many, 
that they may be saved." 

(2.) Praying. Suppose yon were 
worshiping -God alone, would you sit 
upon your seat and simply lean yonr 
head over upon the seat in front? 
Would you have any hesitation when 
you entered the church, about kneeling 
before the Lord your Maker, and ask
ing him to qualify yon by His Spirit 
for the devotions of the hour? The 
worship of the congregation is made up 
of that of the individuals composing it 
God regards the individual.. 

(3.) In singing. Can there be any 
doubt that this branch of D.'vine wor
ship is often condacted on the principle 
of pleasing men rather than of pleasing 
God ? Can any one believe who cares 
more for artistic skill than for a de
votional heart 7 I t is impossible, 

2. We receive honor one of another 
when, in our mode of living, we disre
gard express commands of God to fol
low the prevailing fashion, 

God does not say that we shall wear 
garments of this style or that, or oi 
one material in preference to another. 
He gives a wide latitude for the exer
cise of a sober judgment and a sancti
fied taste. I t must be an inordinate 
vanity that cannot confine itself within 
limits which he has prescribed, 1 Tim. 
ii, 9; 1 Pet. iii, 3. No good purpose 
can be secured by tbe putting on of gold 
and costly apparel, which cannot be 
equally secured without it at much less 
expense. 
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Wesley, after quoting these texts, 
says, " Nothing can be more express ; 
the wearing of gold, of precious stones, 
and of costly apparel, together with 
curling of hair, is here forbidden by 
name; nor is there any restriction made, 
either here or in any other scripture. 
Whoever, therefore, says 'there is ne 
harm in these things,' may as well say, 
'there is no harm in stealing or adul-
try,'" Wesley's Works, vol. vi, page 
547, 

3. We receive honor one from anoth
er when we allow ourselves to be influ
enced in the discharge of our duties by 
what we suppose others will say. How 
many would have become Christians 
bnt for this single consideration ! How 
many would have sought and obtained 
the perfect love of God but for this! 

4. Perhaps of all sins none is less 
offensive to man than this of "receiving 
honor, one from another," With the 
world k passes for a virtue. And is it 
not so with the vast majority of profes
sors of religion ? It does no violence, 
like anger; it does not offend, like pride; 
it is not so disgusting as vanity and af
fectation ; it does not injure the body, like 
intemperance, or defile it like tobacco; 
and yet it precludes the poasibility of 
exercising that faith through which we 
are saved, 

5. To exercise faith, the renunciation 
of sin must be complete. We must 
show no indulgence to fashionable fol
lies. The spiritual Agag, walking del
icately, must be hewed in pieces before 
the Lord. Sinful pleasures must be 
completely abandoned. No Delilahs 
must be permitted to entertain ns with 
their dalliances, lest we be shorn of 
our strength and handed over to our 
enemies. No covetous Ahab must 

pine for the vineyard of Naboth, lest 
some wicked Jezebel put him in pos
session, and he die accursed. 

6, In the consecration of ourselves 
to God, the last thing that we common
ly give up is the honor that comes from 
our fellow men. 

7. We must seek the honor that 
comes from God only. Emphasize on
ly. The eye must be single. 

" The Christian lives to Christ cdone. 
To Christ alone he dies." 

Any—the slightest running after the 
honor ofthe world, will cripple your spir
itual energies and incapacitate you for 
believing in Christ. 

8. Is it a mystery to you why Christ 
does not do many mighty works among 
his people ? 

9, How many mistake imagination 
for faith ! They really think they be
lieve, when, unless the Saviour is mis
taken, they are in a condition that ren
ders it impossible for them to believe. 

Examine yonrselves, that you may 
know whether you are indeed seeking 
only the honor that cometh from God. 
Do you say it requires but little exam
ination to discover the contrary ? Then 
renounce the honor that comes from 
men. Seek only the honor that God 
bestows. I would enforce this from a 
consideration ; 

1. Of your personal salvation. "With
out faith it is impossible to please God." 

2. Your usefulness, Mark ix, 23, "AU 
things are possible to him that believ
eth." 

Archimedes, the most celebrated 
mathematician of antiquity, who flour
ished in Syracuse 250 yrs, B, C, having 
discovered the power of the lever said, 
Aoc TOU aro nai Tov Koauov nivijaa. " G i v e 

me where to stand and I will move the 
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world," Faith is the lever—flie word 
of God, the sure foundation on which 
we may stand and place the fulcrum, 
and prayer—the application of the pow-

, er whic^ moves three worlds, heaven, 
earth and hell. Through faith the 
children of God have "subdued king
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens," 

Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees. 
And looka to tlxat alone. 

How rejoiced that starving man, with 
his starving family would be, should 
some rich friend say to him, " See, here 
is the key to my granary and cellar; 
you will find every thing there which 
you need," Go and fully help yourself 
just as long as you need. Keep the 
key, and when you get out, come again 
and help yourself just as long as you 
need. Faith is the golden key that 
unlocks the store-house of God's spiritu 
al blessings,and the believer is invited to 
come every hour in the day and obtain 
gold tried in the fire, the bread of life, 
and the water of salvation, without 
money and without price, Alas, how 
many have lost their key ! 

—"Many years since, I saw that 
without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord. I began following after it, and 
inciting all with whom I had any inter
course to do the same. Ten years af
ter, God gave me a clearer view than I 
had before of the way how to attain this, 
by laith in the Son of God. And im
mediately I declared to all—We are 
saved from sin, we are made holy hy 
faith. This I testified in private, in 
public, in print; and God confirmed it 
by a thousand witnesses, "John Wesley. 

SATAN'S MINISTERS. 

BY WILLIAM FELL. 

Satan is called " Lucifer, son of the 
morning." It is supposed that he was 
at least " one of the first, if not the first 
archangel." We can form but a faint 
conception of the strength and the 
knowledge of this fallen angel. His 
power is great, and extends from pole 
to pole; and then he has an innumer
able company of invisible, as well as 
visible agents, constantly waiting upon 
him, and going at his command. Pride, 
the most hateful and obnoxious thing 
in the universe of God, was the cause 
of Satan's fall. It is supposed that 
when God issued his decree " concern
ing the kingdom of his only begotten 
Son to be over all creatures, these first 
born of creatures gave place to pride, 
comparing themselves to him (possibly 
intimated by the very name of Satan, 
Lucifer, or Michael, which means, who 
is like God?") I t may be Satan,_then 
first giving way to temptation, said in 
his heart, " I, too, will have my throne. 
I will sit upon the sides of the north! 
I will be like the Most High !" When 
he threw off aU allegiance to God, he 
drew with him a third part of the angels, 
and God only knows how great a num
ber that was. The poet has it— 

** From thrones of glory driven. 
By flaming vengeance hurl'd. 

They throng the air and darken heaven. 
Aid mle this lower world." 

The one great business of this arch-
rebel, is to deceive souls, and drag 
them down to etemal ruin. All his 
energies are bent in this direction, and 
he is determined to do all the harm and 
mischief he can before God summons 
him and all his angels tefore his awhl 
bar. He is styled by our Savionr, 
" The prince of this world,"' and also 
by the apostle, " The god of this world," 
and " The prince of the power of the 
air; the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience," He 
never sleeps, nor slumbers, nor "grows 
weary in his terrible work; he is ever 
persevering and energetic, and is de-
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termined to frustrate the gracious 
plans of our blessed Saviour, In 
order to accomplish his hellish purpose, 
he has his ministers to work through, 
and strange to say, they are his willing 
and obedient servants, Satan is a 
great counterfeiter, and tries to imitate 
the genuine as nearly as possible; and 
in order to be able to detect the counter
feit, we must be thoroughly acquainted 
with the genuine, 

Satan's ministers resemble him ih 
his spirit; he is proud and overbearing, 
and so are they. Christ's ministers 
are just the opposite ; they are hnmble, 
loving, gentle and kind, resembling 
their blessed Lord and King. The 
children of God, in aU ages, have had 
Satan's ministers to contend with. 
They oppose the real work of God, and 
denounce it as fanaticism, or some 
other fearful thing; as they did in the 
days of Christ in his incarnation, so 
do they now. Jesns has warned us 
against them, saying: " Beware of 
ialse prophets which come to you in 
sheep's ciolhing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them 
by their fruits." These proud, arrogant 
ministers, hate the humble followers of 
Christ, and look with contempt upon 
them. This is the class our Saviour 
speaks of appearing before him in the 
great judgment day, saying: "Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name ? and in thy name have cast out 
devils ? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will the 
Saviour profess unto them, he never 
knew them, saying, Depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity."—Mat. vii, 15, 
22. Christ has pronounced the most 
fearful woe on these "blind guides," 
and has denounced them in the severest 
terms. He says, "ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye 
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer 
ye them that are entering to go in." 
This is a correct representation of the 
false teachers of these last days. 
Shoald the Holy Ghost come in all its 
awakening powers, and sinners begin 
to cry Out as they did on the day of 

Pentecost, they would fight it at once, 
and brand it as " wfld fire." Satan 
has great power to oppose the work of 
God through his ministers; he is ever 
on the alert, watching every move, and 
if there is the least indication of a re
vival, he will do all in his power to 
crush it out, or do the next thing to it, 
get up a counterfeit one. His ministers 
win make the way much easier and 
cheaper than Christ has marked ont in 
his holy Word. They openly declare 
that there' is no need of coming out 
from the world, and beiug separate. 
While they pretend to preach Christ 
and him crucified, they take particular 
pains to keep the offence of the cross 
out of sight. 

Those who are trying to enter in at 
the strait gate, they prevent by cau
tioning them against going too far, and 
being righteous overmuch. They cover 
up sin, and dare not open their mouths 
against it, making tbe way as smooth 
and as broad as possible. The apostle, 
in speaking of this class of ministers, 
declares they are false apostles, deceit
ful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ; and no 
marvel for Satan himself is trans
formed into an angel of light There
fore, it is no great thing if his ministers 
also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness, whose end shall be ac
cording to their works. 2 Cor. xi, 13. 
These false teachers pervert the Scrip
tures, and explain them just to suit 
their own carnal and wicked hearts. 
While they promise others liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of 
corruption, and many follow their per
nicious ways, by reason of whom the 
way of trath is evil spoken of. 2 PeL 
ii, 2. They encourage their congrega
tions to live in sin by being conformed 
to the world in dress, such as puttmg 
on gold and which things the Bible strict
ly forbids, and say there is no harm in 
these things. They wonld only be too 
glad to tear out those passages of 
Scripture bearing particularly on dress 
and separation from the worid. They 
pretend to say there is no harm in 
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"grass billiards," or croquet, and love 
to spend most of their time in this silly 
game. One of these false prophets de
clared that the inventor of this game 
ought to have a monument eructed to 
his memory. While souls are drop
ping into hell all around us, these sons 
of darkness are squandering their time, 
either in the Masons or Odd-Fellows' 
lodge, or making arrangements for tea 
meetings, festivals, fairs, or some other 
soul-damning scheme. One of these 
revival-killers went to a shooting-
match ; and when asked why he went, 
replied that he wanted to give it cha
racter. God will soon preach a ser
mon to these individuals that they will 
never forget, and the text will be: 
" Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of 
beE." And then he will uncork the 
" vials of wrath," and pour it out upon 
them. For the Word declares that, '"The 
wralh of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness, and unrighte
ousness of men, who bold the truth in 
unrighteousness."—Bom. i, 18. How 
true it is, that " by their fruits ye shall 
know them." No guessing, nor judg
ing them. No; their fruits are seen 
in their lives, and hanging out on their 
persons in the form of gold chains, 
studs, gold-pins, rings, breast-pins. 
Masonic and Odd-Fellow badges, and 
tobacco. These are the kind of 
preachers who make infidels, and do 
much towards peopling hell with lost 
souls. " Wo unto them that call evil 
good, and good evil; that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness; that 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bit-
ter."-^Isaiah v, 20. 

What a dissimilarity there is be
tween a genuine follower of Christ, and 
a counterfeit. The one seeks the hon
or that cometh from God alone; the 
other seeks the honor that cometh from 
man. The one preaches to win souls 
to Christ; the other preaches for the 
"loaves and fishes." The one is called 
of God; the other is a hireling, and 
will go where he can get the most pay. 
" We are not," says the apostle, " as 

many which corrupt the word of God: 
but as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God speak we in Christ." 
—2 Cor. ii, 17. "And have renounced 
the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walKing in craftiness, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully; but by mani
festation of the truth, commending our
selves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God."—2 Cor. iv, 2. 

' I WISH I W A S HOLY-" 

BT BEV. G. A. PAGE. 

Yes, " I wish I was boly, entirely 
holy, fully conformed to the image of 
my Saviour." How common it is for 
Christians to breathe out such desires 
as these, and how sincerely and earn
estly they crave tbe blessing of entire 
holiness. Why is it that many more 
do not reeieve that blessing, and hap
pily live in the possession tbeieof ? 

Not to name at present other rea
sons, we may observe that some allow 
critical and theoretical perplexities to 
hinder thera. They puzzle themselves 
as to the precise meaning of certain 
theological terms and texts of Scripture, 
"What name shall I give the blessing? 
Shall I call it Christian perfection, or 
entire sancification, or perfect holiness, 
or perfect love? What does the 
Spirit mean by this passage, or that, or 
the other ? While some texts teach 
the doctrine of entire holuiess, do net 
others seem to contradict them?" 
Questions of this kind are as perplex
ity to many. And they keep running 
on, and on, trying to solve problem 
after problem, till they weary them
selves, and lose their zest for the bless
ing itself;—they miss the substance in 
vain attempts to define the shadow. 
The Lord J-esus graciously invites them 
to come up to him into this mount of 
blessing; but instead of hearkening to 
his voice, and ascending by faith, they 
allow themselves to be bewildered in 
the mists that always hang thick in the 
valley of profitless speculation. 

We say profitless speculation. By 
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these remarks, we do not mean that 
there is to be no careful inquiry on this 
subject—no searching into the mind of 
tbe Spirit But it is an old ruse of the 
enemy to attempt to bewilder Chris
tians by beguiling them of their simpli
city, in nothing is simplicity of mind 
and purpose more needful than in seek
ing holiness. And if, instead of wait
ing for the removal of all our perplex
ities, we come right at the blessing, in 
the exercise of simple, hearty faith, we 
shall at once rise to its attainment 
Human reason can always multiply 
difficulties. The clearing up of the 
first series usually prepares the way 
for another still more numerous. Sup
pose we adopt the shorter and more 
complete way of getting rid of these. 
Suppose we at once take Christ just as 
he is offered, as our Saviour, the Au
thor and Finisher of our faith, the Giver 
of all grace. Suppose we throw our 
mind fully open to the conviction of 
his suitability and infinite sufficiency. 
Then all these difiiculties of detail will 
vanish. Christ, the Light, will dissi
pate all mists as well as darkness; and 
in the clear sunshine of heaven, we 
shall walk erect in the way of holiness. 

This is the way, the only way for u's 
to overcome all hindrances, from what 
source soever they may arise. Then 
let us now give ourselves wholly to 
Christ " Now, blessed Jesus, I ask 
for thee, and nothing else. Give thy
self to me. Then shall I feel my feet 
firmly planted on the mount of perfect 
love. Then shall I claim thee as my 
perfect Saviour, and find in thee my 
all in all. Then shall I taste the very 
nectar of Divine love. My peace wUl 
flow as lhe river. My joy will be full, 
and the stream of thy blessing will 
overflow my soul with holy delights." 
Thus shall we be able to attest that 
Jesus doesT— 

" To perfect health restore onr soul. 
To perfect holiness and love," 

THE LIFE. 

BY HAKNAH PELTON. 

It is better to purge out our sins, and 
cut off our vices here, than to keep 
them to be punished hereafter. 

" I am the "way, the trnth, and the life."—JESUS. 

In the religion of Christ there is 
spiritual life. Whoever professes to 
have this religion, and is destitute 
of its life, makes a false profes
sion. He assumes to be wbat he is 
not Such are an offence to God, and 
a reproach to his cause. In strict mo
rality, good works, and in the giving of 
tithes and saying of prayers, they may 
equal those who lived during the minis
tration of our Saviour; but without the 
life of Christ in the soul, all this will 
not avail. These ouly live to die the 
second death, "And this is life eter
nal, that they might know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent"—John xvii, 3, " When 
Christ who is our life." Col, iii, 4, 
" These are they who have part in the 
first resurrection," " The dead in Christ 
shall rise first." 1 Thes. iv, 16. "There
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new." 
Things they once loved they now hate, 
and what they once hated they now 
love 0 what a renovation of the soul 
and life; and what is more, it is to re
main renovated. This life cannot slide 
into old habits and practices, being of 
the world, Por I am not of the world, 
says Christ Its idle words, its vain 
amusements and fashions, have no part 
in his life. But it is growing in grace, 
going on unto perfection. And what 
an assurance. We speak ihat we do 
know. The convert need not hope mere
ly, or think. Can we but feel sad to 
read an announcement as this, signed 
by one-hundred and fifty, " We, the 
undersigned, hope we have found Jesus 
to be our precious Saviour." We may 
know that we have passed from 
death unto life. Some converts do not 
know of their conversion, until some 
one, more wise, informs them that such 
is the case. Others say, feeling has 
nothing to do with religion. 0 how 
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false. To have a new nature, a new 
life, and no feeling, no new and strange 
emotions! Can a prisoner be led from 
a cold, dark dungeon, out into the bright 
sunshine and fresh air, and not know it 
—not experience any feeling of joy and 
gratitude for such a deliverance V 

This Christ life in the soul will event
ually bring one to that life everlasting, 
where there is no sin, no sickness or 
pain, no tears, no burial scenes, no sad 
estrangements between loved ones, no 
night, no storms, no rising and setting 
sun. " And the city (Christ's church tri
umphant), had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof; Rev. xxi, 23. 
It is the transplanted soul living here 
that will inhabit that ' new heaven and 
new earth.'" For we read " The hea
vens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fer
vent heat, the earth also, and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. 
Then shall appear the new heaven and 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous
ness." 2 Peter iii, 10-12. Christ is 
to reign personally forever, and those 
which are in Christ, who is our life, are 
to be with him forever. 

Satan hates this life with a most ma
lignant hatred. He spared no artifice 
to banish it from Eden. Every design 
imaginable was tried to destroy the 
great and adorable Restorer of this life 
to a lost world. The same conniving, 
intriguing designs of Satan are at 
work. He is busy and wide awake, 
and not only goes about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour; but 
it would almost seem he goes about 
with soul-destroying opiates. The fine 
sensibilities of the soul to spiritual 
things, seem in many professors to be 
lifeless, 

Satan's great aim is to keep this life 
of Christ out of the soul. It is to be 
feared that multitudes are only con
verted to the church, not to Christ. We 
read of accessions; but not of passing 
from death unto life. Then those who 
experience this life, do they have rest 

from Satan's wiles ? No, verily. Ev
ery strategem is used to mislead, divert, 
or estrange tbe soul from Cbrist Let 
the soul lose the life of religion and he 
is in Satan's snare. 

The burning of God's righteons ones 
did not work well. It only multiplied 
the godly who were willing and even 
glad to suffer persecutions for the sake 
of Christ; but the form without the 
power, secures great -and grand acces
sions. We could weU wish this view 
of religious- life without the Christ or 
Holy Ghost in it were over-drawn; but 
who that possesses this wonderful life 
in the soul can think it is ! Every 
sensibility of the Christian is marve
lously quickened. It can generally 
detect hypocrisy, or anything that 
savors of Satan's kingdom, very quick
ly. I t readily knows those of the king
dom of Christ—the eye, the voice, the 
accent the life—all tell; and then there 
is the Christ life that is felt. 

0, this life, every affection and as
piration bf the soul should seek and 
obtain this life, etemal life. Without 
it we are lost, and lost forever I— 

»-•-• 
—"No saint can grow or live with

out the Word," said an eminent servant 
of God. " Most sweetly has it spoken 
to me. When I walked, it led; when 
I slept it kept; when I awaied, it 
talked with me. It has been my guide, 
my staff, my bread, my counselor, my 
comfort all through this lonely pil
grimage," 

»-•-• 
—Heaven is no heaven at aU but to 

the holy. The unholy could not enjoy 
it. It derives all its blessedness from 
the gratification of spiritual affections; 
and how can we be preparing for it if 
our affections remain earthly, sensual, 
groveling ? 

1 - * - ^ , 

—"This little fellow," said Martin 
Luther, of a bird going to roost, "has 
chosen his shelter, and is quietly rock
ing himself to sleep, without a care for 
his morrow's lodging, .camly holding by 
his littte twig, and leaving God alone 
to think for Wm," 
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EXTREMISM. 

BY H. 0. BEDDV. 

There are extremes in nature, mor
als and religion. In nature there are 
extremes of cold and heat, of light and 
darkness; in morals, when morals are 
made to take the place of religion, and 
mere morality is made a test of real 
Bible religion, instead of faith and holy 
living. 

There are also extremes in religious 
matters; the last sometimes causing 
rumous effects on the persons carried 
away with it, as also upon others. 

With some, this tendency to run to 
real extremes is constitutional; with 
some, it is habit; others, weakness. 
And with a large class, it is the result 
of circumstances and surroundings.; in 
any, or all of these cases, there is need 
of a regulator. 

Such a regulator, should really be a 
part of the plan or machinery. It 
should also be capable of regulating at 
the highest possible speed, and it 
should aim at the highest possible re
sults, A regulator attached to an en
gine, keeps the machinery in steady 
motion. Religious regulators must be 
careful lest they become ark-steadiers, 
instead of regulators. The Jews, on 
the day of Pentecost, manifested this 
spirit of modern religious conservatives. 
They tried to quiet the blind man 
whom Christ restored to sight Upon 
Christ's entry into Jerusalem, they 
manifested great concern about the 
shouting and demonstrations of joy. 
But Christ did not appreciate the sanc
tity of their calling, but told them, "I f 
these should hold their peace, even the 
stones would cry out." Proud minis
ters, backsliders, and the devil always 
have been, extremely conservative; 
especially if God, by his spirit, is at 
work with the people. Now, there is 
that in real Bible religion that will 
cause wonderful results and demon
strations, happifying both soul and 
body. Sometimes tbe soul desires to 
depart and be with Christ, but they are 

still of earth, and are obliged to control 
their aspirations, and adapt themselves 

I to duties and cares, until their change 
comes. 

In the case of Paul, lest he should 
be exalted above measure, there was 
given him a thorn in the flesh. God 
can still take care of his children and 
his work. Selfappointed regulators 
are hindrances. They oflen make more 
fanaticism than they cure. Sometimes 
they become fanatical themselves— 
"fierce, dispisers of those that are 
good." We cannot oppose the devil in 
his spirit without really doing his work. 
Michael, the archangel, said—"The 
Lord rebuke thee." 

To sum this up: 1st. There is such 
a thing as Bible religion, that will cause 
happiness, and will sometimes manifest 
itself, in tears, shouts of praise, or ia 
slaying power. 

2d. There is an extreme or delusion 
that is superinduced by the enemy that 
will, so nearly counterfeit the genuine, 
that we are cautioned to "try the 
spirits." 

3d. If we would successfully oppose 
the devil or his works, we must have 
the Holy Ghost, and do what we do 
in the spirit of Christ, and with his 
love filling our souls. 

4th and last. The real work of 
grace in our hearts, the Holy Ghost to 
guide, is the only cure for any wrong, 
whether sin or fanacticism; for no 
wrong can prosper long where sinners 
are inquiring, " What mnst I do to be 
saved ?" But tbe devil will take the 
advantage of us, if we get on his terri
tory, and carry out his principles and 
have his spirit But if we really get 
down and get happy in the spirit of 
Christ, "who, though rich, for our 
sakes became poor," we shall shut up 
a prominent entering-way of the devU 
to us and to others. How different 
sueh a spirit and labor from one that 
cares only to get happy ; get the vic
tory, be, and live on the mountain top. 
How different the kind of happiness; 
one is exhilarating, victorious, high-
headed, thinks of little but joy and en-
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joyments. The other—child-like, hum
ble, easy to be entreated, and full of 
brotherly kindness. Christian prudence 
and icve. 

It is noticeable in the history of early 
saints and eariy Methodists, that they 
made the work of grace a general one, 
and not an exclusive one. They 
preached repentance towards God and 
faith in Christ Sinners were pun-
gently convicted and soundly conver
ted. They preached and recommend
ed to justifled persons the Bible doc
trine of perfection in love and the 
Christian graces; but whatever might 
have been the state, it was one work. 
They did not have to come down out 
of the mountain to pray for sinners; 
but felt that they were only sinners 
saved by grace. The result was that 
the same power that came upon God's 
people, came also on the ungodly, some
times slaying both saint and sinner. 
Where Bible religion is preached and 
enjoyed, all departments of the work 
prospers; but where there is an ex
clusiveness in the manner or feeling, 
it will be seen in the results. 

Formerly, the ministers and the 
church prayed and expected to see 
sinners convicted and converted; the 
work of grace deepened in the church 
at every meeting. Now, we sometimes 
see in a meeting of three or four days 
continuance, an exclusive effort made 
for the church, and hardly an exhorta
tion or a sermon to the unconverted, 
I love all of God's attributes, I love 
all the Bible doctrines ;—own one Lord, 
one Spirit, and one salvation. The 
Bible way is the narrow way ; and if 
one bas more religion than another, it 
is because he haa more power, through 
grace, over sin, and more humility; 
and is better prepared to labor and 
feel for the unconverted and those 
needing help. 

—Spiritual sensibility increases as 
we pursne our course heavenward; we 
become nice about our subjects of 
thought, speech and reading. The pure 
spirit is sensitive to a wrong chord. 

FEET WASHING. 

BY REV. J. FKTTEBHOFF. 

I t is said, that Christ did eat the 
Passover with his disciples, then washed 
their feet; then, at the same meeting, 
instituted the sacrament of bread and 
wine, and administered it lo his disci
ples. And it is urged that in order 
to follow the example of Christ, we 
must first eat supper, then wash feet, 
then take sacrament — thus blending 
supper, feet washing and sacrament to
gether, I conceive that this practice is 
not sustained by the Bible,nor byChrist's 
example, 

1st, It is plainly said by John xiii, 
1, that this supper, when Christ washed 
his disciples feet, was before the Feast 
of the Passover. No doubt Mark al
ludes to the same supper, and says 
it was two days before the Feast of tbe 
Passover, Mark xiv, 1, and Mat 
agrees with Mark, see Mat, xxvi, 2-7. 
It is well established that the sacrament 
of bread and wine was not ordained 
and administered to the disciples, till 
after the Passover was eaten. See Luke 
xxii, 1, 20, and Math, xxvi, from 17-29. 
We cannot find that Christ did wash 
his disciples feet when he ate the Pass
over with them, and administered the 
sacrament to them. But he washed 
their feet two days before this sacra
ment, at a time he ate a family supper 
with his disciiiles. 

2d evidence. After supper and feet 
washing, Christ said to Judas, "What 
thou doest, do quickly." The disciples 
thought that he (Judas) would buy such ' 
things as they would have need of, 
against the feast. John xiii, 28, 29. 
This also proves that no Passover was 
eaten, nor sacrament administered atthe 
supper and feet washing, 

3d, After this supper and feet wash
ing, Christ delivered to his disciples a 
long discourse, recorded by John, in not 
less than four chapters, viz: the 14, 
15, 16, 17, Therefore, sacrament was 
not administered at this meeting. He 
(Christ) would not have had time tfl 
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D-ive this glorious discourse, Paul says, 
" In the same night in which he was 
betrayed, he took bread," etc, 1 Cor, 
xi, 23, 

But after supper and feet washing, 
he had two days in which to deliver 
the glorious discourse named, Judas, 
after having indignation and seeking a 
quarrel with Jesus, about Mary's an 
ointing hiin, becoming possessed by 
Satan, then made up his mind to betray 
Christ He went to the chief priests, 
and made a bargain with them to deliv
er Christ to them for thirty pieces of 
silver. Mat xxvi, 8—John xii, 5, -and 
from that time he sought opportunity 
to betray him. Mat xxvi, 14, 15, 16. 
Then two days after this sapper and 
feet washing, the Feast of the Passover 
came. Mark xiv, 1 ; Mat xxvi, 2; 
Luke xxii, 1. Jesus and the eleven 
met to eat the Passover, aod celebrate 
the sacrament, called the- Lord's sup
per; Judas (hypocritically), also came 
and partook of the sacrament with them, 
Luke xxii, 20, 21. After sacrament, 
Jesus and the eleven went to the gar
den of Gethsemane, and Judas (accord
ing to previous arrangements,) went to 
the priests and elders, that were in wait
ing for him, and got a band of soldiers 
and ofiicers, and took Jesus and led him 
away to the high priest, to give him a 
mock trial. John xviii, 1, 2, 3 ; Mark, 
xiv, 53. 

'Thence we see that the Passover was 
eaten; sacrament administered. Christ 
went to the garden of Gethsemane; 
prayed there three times; was taken by 
a band of soldiers; brought before the 
high priests and the elders to receive a 
mock trial, before cock crowing. Mat 
xxvi, ,34-75; Mark xiv, 30-72; Luke 
xxii, 34-61, 

All this was done in the earlier part 
of the night, (Mat xxvi, 34,) so says 
Dr. Clarke. No time for a discourse 
containing four chapters. In the mom
ing he was led away to Pilate; Mat, 
xxvii, 1. To say that supper, feet 
washing, eating the passover, ordaining 
and administering the sacrament, deliv
ering a discourse of four chapters, be

ing in and going in the garden, praying 
three times, being arrested, brought 
before the priests and elders, and Peter's 
denial, was al! done before the cock did 
crow; Mat. xxvi, 34—is a contradic
tion of time events and conflicts with 
the Bible. 

I have not found that the Bible, or 
primitive Church support the idea that 
ieet washing was considered a part of 
Divine worship, or belonged to it. It 
was not at a meeting of Divine worship 
that Christ washed his disciples feet, 
but at a common family supper. John 
xiii, 1 ; Mat xiv, 1, 

We do know, that both men and 
women, unitedly met together and held 
prayer meetings, and partook of the 
sacrament of bread and wine; 1 Cor. 
xxiii, 11; Acts ii, 45, 46. But this 
supper they were to eat at home. 1 Cor. 
xi, 22. 

But I have not found that the Chnrch 
in the days of the apostles washed one 
another's feet when they met for Divine 
worship.—If some person can give an 
instance, of place aad time, where it 
was done, please let us know. 

•-»-• 
THE PUBE HEART.—In a discourse 

on the words, " Blessed are the 
pure in heart,' Mr. Caughey once 
remarked that it was impossible to 
sully a sunbeam. " And while that 
sunbeam," said he, " may dart down 
into the darkest hole of filth and illu
minate it, it will soil nothing, and yet 
not be soiled itself. So the ray of 
heavenly life and love, existing in the 
perfect believer's heart, goes into and 
comes out into contact with the dark 
dwelling-places of iniquity and filth, 
and cheers, and enlivens, and encour
ages by its presence, but is always 
kept unspotted from the stains of the 
world. It is God who gives to the pure 
in heart this great gift and distinction. 
It is he only who can keep the heart 
in perfect peace," 

• » * 
—The men of this world are children. 

Offer a chUd an apple and a bank-noje, 
he will doubtless choose the apple. 
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THE NEW BIRTH. 

BY A. H. LKWI8. 

What do we understand by our being 
born again ? Our Saviour said to Nic
odemus, " Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." And again, 
" Marvel not that I said unto you, 
ye must be born again." I t is plain 
enough be did not mean a natural birth. 
What did he mean ? Men who are 
changed by grace think, see, and feel 
differently from what they did before. 
" Old things are passed away, all things 
are become new." The love of God, 
which is a thing they could not before 
form a true idea of, is shed abroad in 
their heart and they go on their way 
rejoicing. 

Before they were born again, they 
needed a change of heart They felt an 
inward evil and corruption which is 
growing worse every day. They were 
convinced that something more than 
outward baptism was needed to make 
the heart new. 

In order to prepare the way for it, 
the minds of sinners are enlightened by 
the Spirit of God to see that their state 
is desperate. This leads to a hatred of 
their sins, a leaving of them, and a 
crying for mercy. This is called in the 
Scriptures, "godly sorrow," or " a re
pentance unto life," When they see 
that they never can get to heaven in 
the state they were born in, it leads 
them to inquire, " What must I do to 
be saved?" Thus they go mourning 
their sad state and crying, " 0 wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? They 
are brought to the serious hearing and 
reading of God's Word, In this way 
they see and understand the work of 
Christ—that he died for sinners, for the 
vilest of the vile—such as they feel 
themselves to be, and that thej- are 
commanded and encouraged to trust in 
him. Then God, seeing them strive to 
reach out the withered hand, gives them 
power to do so; seeing that they are 

preparing for the blessing of justifica
tion, he gives it, takes away their guilt, 
and for sorrow gives them great joy, 
and they are then so happy in his love 
as lo say, " 0 Lord, I will praise thee, 
for though thou wast angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away and thou 
comfortest me," They can " draw 
water with joy out of the wells of sal
vation." They enjoy a heaven on earth 
and live in obedience to God's com
mandments, and in the sweet hope that 
" goodness and mercy shall follow them 
all the days of their life, and that they 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever," Such is the new birth, and 
so does it show itself in -the heart and 
life of man. These are they who love 
God, They live by his word. They 
are indeed strangers on earth, and the 
world does not receive their testimony 
for Christ, nor perhaps even know or 
acknowledge tbem as the children of 
God, 

The way wherein they walk is a nar
row way, and few there be that flnd it; 
but it is the only way Tnarked out in 
the word of God that leads from earth 
to heaven. Those who have learned 
of Jesus to be meek and lowly in heart, 
who follow his example and are led by 
his Spirit, have found this way. They 
are careful for nothing, but to learn and 
to do the will of God, This is their 
daily work; the only business of this 
short life. They labor only to serve 
and please him who careth for them. 
They are not careful for their own per
sonal wants; but careful to be diligent 
in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord. " All things work together 
for good to them that love God, and no 
good thing is withheld from them that 
walk uprightly." 

LuTHEB IN PBAYEB.—Once I over
heard him in prayer, but 0, with what 
life and spirit did he pray ! It was 
with as much reverence as if he were 
in the felt presence of God, yet with as 
much confidence as if he had been 
speaking to a friend. Ccme boldly to a 
throne of grace.— Theodorus. 



TO A POPULAR PREACHER. 

TO A POPULA.R PREACHER. 

B T BEV. E. P . M. 

" Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed 't" 

Mr DEAB BBOTHER : You and I 
are Gospel ministers, acquaintances, 
and friends in an "orthodox," Chris
tian church. We represent, however, 
as it seems to me, two quite distinct 
types of doctrine and life, existing now 
on every branch of the orthodox 
church. I will try to define these 
types with brevity, and I trust that my 
friendship for you, as well as my re
gard for truth, will constrain me to do 
it with candor. 

While you formally accept all the 
fundamental doctrines of the orthodox 
faith, you do not seem to have a posi
tive, profound, and influential belief of 
them. 

I refer to bat a few of the many 
texts of scripture that might be ad
duced. 

1. You present almost exclusively 
the manward side of the Gospel, very 
much like humanitarians. You de
light to dwell eloquently and flatter
ingly upon man's powers and capabili
ties, "unperverted instincts," and the 
"struggle for manhood and freedom," 
conveying the idea, to young men es
pecially, that they need only to devel
ope "natural manhood." I steadfast
ly hold that the Bible teaches the utter, 
hopeless ruin of natural manhood by 
sin—that God set aside this sinful na
ture on the cross as incapable of im
provement—that he requires a new 
spu-itual birth, and that man has no 
life or powers in him which God ap
proves until the Holy Spirit quickens 
him from the dead.—Ps. li, 5 ; Eph. 
ii, 1-2 : Rom. iii, 10 ; John iii, 3. 

2. You may intend to teach the 
finished work and free grace of Christ; 
but I discover an element of legalism 
in your Gospel, I preach instant par
don and acceptance for all sinners on 
condition of faith in Jesus Christ apart 
from feeling, works or promises, and 

an eternal life all of grace and inalien
able.—Lev. xvii, 11; Luke xiii, 3 ; 
Rom. iv, 5 ; John x, 28, 

3. You seem to fal! in with the pop 
ular prejudices against "doctrine," and 
glory in not preaching it—manifest a 
smart contempt for creeds and cate
chisms—sometimes caricature unpop
ular doctrines—scarcely hold men re
sponsible for their belief—teach that 
" Christianity" is a life and not a 
creed, and preach very much like a 
Reformer, I hold that a sound and 
flrm belief is the only true basis of a 
Christian life—that saving faith is the 
voluntary moral act of a free agent for 
which he is responsible—that it is as 
much our duty to believe what God 
says as to do what he com mands—that 
" damnable heresies" are as strongly 
condemned in the Bible as " damnable 
sins."—Mark xvi, 16; 1 Tim. iv, 13-
16; 2 Tim, i, 13, 

4. You incline to avoid or modify 
the doctrine of eternal punishment— 
apologize for speaking of it, and some 
times turn it away with a jest—like to 
have it kept out of creeds, mottoes and 
hymnology—-persuade yourself that it 
is not useful or profitable to preach it, 
but to " attract" by the pleasing fea- • 
tures of the Gospel. I observed that 
you were pleased with the declaration 
that, " if we could only convince the 
whole world of sinners that God loves 
them, it would not take twenty-four 
hours to bring them all to Christ," and 
that yoii try to smooth over, and be
little the differences between the Uni
versalists and Orthodox Christians. 

I profoundly hold that the doctrine 
of universal immortality and partial 
salvation is a tremendous faith—that 
" whether we shall be happy or miser
able in anotber worid, and whether we 
shall be nnchangably so, are questions 
of such unspeakable moment as to 
make all other questions appear to be 
comparatively of small importance." 
Tbat the mortifying and alarming doc
trines of the Gospel should have no 
inferior place in our preaching—that 
no sinner repents unless the penalty of 



18 THE EABNEST CHRlSTUN. 

the law is preached to him—that just 
as the leaven of Universalism prevails 
among the people, conversions cease, 
vital godliness declines and iniquity 
abounds. Universalism, as it now 
prevails, is the most pleasing and 
popular form of infidelity ; that there 
is an infinite gulf between it and the 
orthodox faith; that false views of 
the holiness of God's love and justice 
are widely prevalent ; that the 
pains and penalties of the Gospel are 
severer than those of the law, and 
tliat the preaching of Christ and the 
Apostles contains, not only more good
ness, but also more severity than that 
of the old prophets under the law— 
that if we simpl}' omit to warn sinners 
they will infer safety and perish iu sin ; 
they will drink and forget their duty 
and remember their danger no more. 

On the whole. Dear Brother, I do 
not think that you liiirly represent the 
character and word of God, and I ara 
confident that your preaching does not 
correspond with that of Christ and the 
Aposties.—Ezekiel .xx.tiii; Mat. xxv, 
46; Heb. X, 28-29. 

5. You seem lo lower and accom
modate the Gospel to the natural 

. man; confound the simplicity of 
the way with easiness ; exhort sinners 
in staooth, sweet, and sentimental 
strains to "simply love Jesus," and 
thus hope to charm them into a Chris
tian life. 

I labor to bring sinners up to God's 
terms—confess that the uncompromi
sing terms of the Gospel, though very 
simple, are practically hard for stub
born wills and obdurate hearts, admon
ish the people that Gospel love for 
Jesus is a practical principle that wfll 
lead to holy obedience.—Mat. vii, 13-
14 ; John xiv, 23. 

Hoping that you will receive this 
epistle kindly, and, consider it candidly 
I reserve some other points for a sec
ond letter. 

—Our own opinion and om own sense 
do often deceive us, and they discern 
but little. 

THE MINISTER'S SALARY, 

BY J. O, TERRILL, 

" What salary do you get?" asked 
the pastor of an aristocratic church, of 
the pastor of a small mission church, 

" I cannot compute it, sir," was the 
reply, 

"Cannot compute it! 0, I under
stand you; you e.xpect your pay in 
the hereafter?" 

" Yes ; but I cannot compute what I 
receive here," 

" Well, I suppose it is diflicult to 
reckon the value of the peace of mind 
arising from being engaged in so 
blessed a work, and from a sense of 
having done your duty," 

" Yes, that is true; but I mean 
more than that; I have not only the 
promises of a heaven!}' reward, and 
added to it, now, the peace of mind of 
which you speak ; but I suppose 1 re
ceive in salary from my little churoh, 
in its poverty, more than you do from 
your great cburch in its wealth," 

" How do you make that out?" 
"You remember what the Saviour 

said of the poor widow who gave two 
mites iato the treasury ? If she gave 
more than the}' all, because they gave 
of their abundance, while she gave of 
her penury; I must receive a very 
great salary, for my people are all 
poor." 

" Well, I never thought of it in that 
light. But then, it will buy no more 
bread on that account." 

" But what it does buy is a great 
deal better." 

" That is a strange idea." 
" I t is true, though. The bread 

bought with a poor Christian's money 
is far sweeter than that bought with a 
rich Christian's money." 

" Why so ?" 
" It has a flavor of sacrifice about it 

It is, therefore, like the shew-bread of 
the Temple that was not lawful for 
every body to eat So yoa see it is 
the poor man's preacher that gets the 
luxuries." 
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The above conversation shows how 
differently this matter is considered by 
some. And was not the poor man's 
preacher in the right? Aa sentiment 
is finer and nobler than sense, and as it 
appeals t« the higher instead of the 
lower nature, how much richer must be 
the enjoyment afforded. 

One has said, " Tbe poet is the true 
philosopher," because to him all nature 
speaks; but how infinitely above the 
poet does the Christian rise, because 
the voice of natnre, and of Providence, 
is to him the voice of God. To be of 
those for whom "all things work to 
gether for good,'" is to be richer than 
Croisus; to choose " to suffer afflic
tion with the people of God, rather 
than lo enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season," is to be wiser than 
Solomon ; and to be -able to say " this 
light affliction, which is but for a mo
ment, worketh for us a far more ex
ceeding and eternal weight of glory," is 
to taste of joy so far above that of 
earth, that one must experience it to be 
able to judge. 

• » • • 

—The Psalmist says the wicked have 
no bands in death—neither bave they 
in Iheirlife ; they indulge their appetites, 
vent their passions, and form their habits 
acording to their own sinful wills and 
purposes: they wfll not brook restraint 
in any wise, if they can at all compass 
their ends. Bnt all these doings are 
remembered in the great book of ac
counts; there the long-forgotten record 
will speak in buming words of terror in 
tbe great day, if the heinous guilt is 
not washed away by the blood of Jesus. 
0, who would thus live in the unre
strained liberty of a depraved heart? 
Rather accept the yoke, discipline made 
easy by the yoke of Christ. 

• > > 
We deny our Lord whenever we lend 

the sanction of our conntenance, onr 
praise, or even our sflence, to measures 
or opinions which may be popular or 
fashionable, but which we-ourselves be
lieve to be sinful in themselves and 
tending to sin. 

KILLED BY TOBACCO. 

A son of Mr. , of Troy, N. Y., 
had acquired the habit of chewing, long 
before he arrived at the age of twenty. 
He became subject to frequent attacks 
of epilepsy. It was discovered that 
the epileptic seizures never occurred 
except when using tobacco. The ex
periment was tried of depriving him of 
his quid. This could be done in no 
other way, than by confining him to 
his room, which was done in one in
stance, for three months. During his 
confinement and abstinence he had no 
attacks. As soon, however, as he was 
allowed togo out he procured his favor
ite drug, and was very soon brought 
home in one of his fits. These would 
occur daily, as long as he had access 
to the poison, until, at length, he be
came completely idiotic and died. 

Another case of later date, a son of 
Mr. H,, ot the age of fifteen was taken 
home from a public school on account 
of having had several attacks of 
epilepsy, A fter a few months it was 
discovered, during one of the attacks, 
that he had tobacco in his mouth. Di
rections were given for regulating bis 
diet, and he was advised lo omit the 
use of tobacco. While he abstained 
from it he was free from any epileptic 
attack. The attacks, however, fre
quently returned ; and on every occa
sion, tobacco was found either in iiis 
mouth or pocket. The administration of 
medicine was finally given up as unavaO-
ing, and after dragging out ten years of 
a life useless to his friends and himself, 
he died. The poor boy came to noth
ing! 

An inquest was held on tbe body of 
a child named Richard Edmondson, 
who died under rather extraordinary 
circnmstances. Deceased, 17 years 
old, about a fortnight before his deatb 
purchased half an ounce of tobacco. 
He chewed it and swallowed some of 
the juice. Directly after, he was 
seized with tremor in his limbs. He 
fell into a lethargic sleep and remained 
unconscious. After the lapse ofa few 



30 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN 

i I: 

days he had a kind of tetanic spasm, 
and there was a rigidity about the 
stomach which almost prevented his 
swallowing. He was much convulsed; 
and after a few weeks of painful ill
ness, he died. 

A post mortem examination was 
made by a doctor which showed that 
the body was somewhat emaciated. 
Nothing was found in the stomach ex
cept a quantity of dark matter. In re
ply to the coroner, the doctor said that 
the appearance of the stomach and 
brain had led him to the conclusion 
that death had resulted from poison, 
and that poison was tobacco. 

D. W., a lad 16 years of age, a 
great smoker, enters a saloon and in a 
short time drops dead with a cigar in 
his mouth. C. M., an enormous 
smoker, just found dead in his chair. 
L. D. F. smoked five cigars in the 
evening, retired, and was found dead 
in his bed. 

Tobacco has spoiled thousands of 
boys—inducing a dangerous precocity, 
developing the passions, softening the 
bones, and injuring the spinal marrow, 
and whole nervous system, A boy 
who early and freely uses tobacco is 
seldom known to make a man, in the 
true sense; he generally lacks energy 
of body and mind. Boys, despise to
bacco. Fight it. 

• » » 

—The famous Dr. Boerhaave pre
scribed morning devotion as the best 
^nethod of preserving health. For, 
said he, "Nothing can tend more to 
the health of the body than the Iran-
quilUty of the mind and the due regu; 
lation of the passions; and nothing," 
added he, " more effectually restrains 
the passions, and gives spirit and vigor 
through the business of the day, than 
early meditation and prayer," 

*~*-̂  
—If we esteem our progress in re 

ligious life to consist only in some exte
rior observances, our devotions will 
quickly be at an end, 

f - * 

—Who hath a greater combat than he 
tbat laboreth to overcome himself? 

PRESIDENT WAYLAND, 

A correspondent of the United Pres
byterian, who has been reading the 
memoir of President Francis Wayland, 
gives some interesting' items which he 
had gathered in so doing. He says: 

In a note the following incident is re
corded : " When Francis was expected 
home from New York, after attending 
medical lectures there, his mother, who 
was sitting with her husband, suddenly 
walked the room in great agitation, say
ing, ' Pray for my son ; Francis is 
in danger.' So urgent was her request 
that her husband joined her in prayer 
for his deliverance from peril. At the 
expected time he returned. His moth
er at once asked, 'What has taken 
place ?' It appeared that while coming 
up the river on a sloop he had fallen 
overboard, and the sloop had passed 
over him. He was an athletic swimmer 
and readily kept himself afloat until he 
was rescued," 

Whfle at LTnion College he wrote to 
his mother as follows: " You request 
me to give you an account of the state 
of my mind. In doing so, I may grati
fy your curiosity; but I cannot give 
any satisfaction. The state of my 
mind, I fear, is awful; and I know it, 
but I cannot help i t I know that I am 
a lost, condemned sinner; but I do not 
know how to help myself. I know that 
I cannot do it. I know that nothing 
but the blood of Christ applied to my 
soul can cleanse me ; but how can this 
blood be applied? When I go to 
church I am told to examine myself, 
and see if I am out of the ark of safety; 
and if I find that I am, I must pray to 
the Lord, As to examining myself, 
there is no need; for I am convinced 
that I am undone, I try to pray; but 
I know that I can do nothing to help 
myself, I think I can say that God 
would be just were he to send me to 
hell; but I know that lie alone can 
save me, I cannot say that this is the 
stale of my mind all the time; bnt 
when I do think on the subject, these 
are my thoughts." 



PRESIDENT WAYLAND. 21 

He graduated when about seventeen 
years of age, and immediately afier 
commenced the study of medicine. 
Speaking of the preaching which he 
heard while a medical student, he says: 
" Occasionally I heard a plain roan who 
poured out his soul in earnest for the 
salvation of men, and who affected me 
deeply; but in general the preaching 
left me as it found me," After com
pleting his medical studies, he says 
that it occured to him that he had never 
made a '' single honest effort for the 
salvation of his soul," He then entered 
on a protracted and painful struggle. 
He says: " I was embarrassed by igno
rance of the plan of salvation," and ig
norance, not a little remarkable in view 
of the training he had received from 
godly parents, LTnder the preaching of 
Rev. Luther Rice, he was brought to 
see light clearly, and was received into 
the fellowship of the Baptist Church. 
This occured when he was about twen
ty years of age. 

He spent one winter as a student of 
theology at Andover, and four years 
as a tutor in Union College. In 1821 
he became pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Boston, There was a large 
minority opposed to him, and he found 
his position at first far from pleasant. 
The following anecdote is characteristic: 
"One young man, a member of the 
church, came to see the pastor and 
frankly said to him : ' I don't know how 
it is, but I am not interested in your 
preaching, I have no doubt it is deep, 
but I don't understand it and I do not 
feel edified by i t ' Mr. Wayland said 
to him, ' My dear brother, you have 
done right in coming to me; you have 
acted a Christian part I feel that it 
is my duty to preach the Gospel. I 
studied medicine and began to practice, 
but God said to me, ' Wayland, you 
mnst preach the Gospel,' I came here 
because God seemed to call me here 
Bat I do not blame you for not liking 
niy preaching. I hope you wifl go 
where you find yourself most blessed. 
I shall not be offended. Go to hear 
Dr. Baldwin or Brother Sharpe; they 

are both good men." By this time both 
were in tears. The young man did 
hot go to either Dr. Baldwin's church 
or to that of Brother Sharpe's. 

At this time the First Baptist Church 
of Boston seems to have had a model 
sexton in Mr. Samuel Winslow. He 
kept the meeting-house in perfect order. 
He was a small man, but a man of 
great strength and courage. Dr. Way-
land saj'S: " I was told that on one 
occasion, when a young man behaved 
improperly in front of the meeting
house, and replied insolently to a very 
proper reproof, Mr. Winslow sized him 
at once and threw him over the fence. 
He watched over me with paternal care. 
When he saw me do anything which 
would cause unkind remarks, he would 
tell me of it as he would one of his own 
children. I always thanked hira and 
took his advice." 

Some of his views of preaching are 
expressed in the following extract: " I 
had intended to preach withoul the use 
of manuscript I began by committing 
my sermons. This I practiced for a sbort 
time, and would have had difficulty in 
continuing i t My friends, however, 
advised me to read ; I followed their 
advice; and thus became a reader of 
sermons. This I conceive to be the 
great error of my life as a preacher. 
Had I at this time thrown myself on 
my own resources, with reliance on the 
promised aid of the Spirit of God, I might 
have been much more useful.' " I 
saw the absurdity of attempting to con
duct the Wednesday evening services 
with a wrtten discourse, and preached 
e.xtempore. Al first my efforts were 
sad failures, but I continued doing as 
well as I could. By degrees the work 
became less difficult, and at last a pleas
ure. The vestry was well filled, and 
I think more good was done Ihan on 
the Sabbath." In 1826, he accepted 
a professorship in Union College, and 
the year following became president of 
Brown University. 

—He is truly great, that is great in 
charily. 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 
Another objection is, that many who 

profess tbis blessing are merely re
claimed from a backslidden state—that 
having been convinced of their unfaith
fulness, they have set out again in the 
serrice of God, and have been restored 
to God's favor, and hence conclude that 
they are sanctified, whereas they are 
only reinstated into their first love. 

This may all be true, and yet it 
makes nothing against our position, 
namely, that there is a Divine reality 
in this perfect love. By way, however, 
of obviating this plausible objection so 
often made with an air of triumph, as 
though the objector had fairly won the 
day, lei it be remembered, that no one 
can justly conclude himself sanctified, 
unless he has retained the peace of jus
tification ; and that he cannoi retain this 
unless he has steadily persevered in 
•• walking in the light, as God is iu the 
light" up to the very moment of sanc
tification ; for no man can sland 
justified before God unless he obeys 
his will, and " this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification,'' declared not 
only in the text just now cited, but 
generally throughout the word of God, 
In order, therefore, to retain our 
justification, if we have been so happy 
•is to have arrived to tbis state of 
grace, we must persevere in every 
good word and work, walking steadily 
in that path which shines brighter 
and brighter .unto the perfect 'day, be
cause this is the will of God concerning 
us. Let this, therefore, be a settled 
maxim: 

That in order to be sanctified, we 
mnst first be justified, and that from 
the moment we receive the grace of 
justification, we musl go forward in 
obedience to the commandments of God, 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, until we are cleansed from 
all filthiness of the flesh and of the 
spirit, and are filled with perfect love." 

This is the doctrine. It is the doc
trine of the Scriptures, It is the doc

trine of all our standard writers on this 
subject They, therefore, tbat teach 
otherwise, eiiher that we are sanctified 
the moment we are justified—unless in 
some rare cases, and these form the ex
ception, not the rule—or that we are 
gradually to grow up into a state of sanc
tification without ever experiencing an 
instantaneous change from inbred sin 
or inward holiness, which change will 
show itself by its fruits, are lo be repu
diated as unsound, anti-Scriptural anti-
Methodistical, and therefore teachers of 
a heretical theory. 

This, then, being established, what 
becomes ofthe objection, that those who 
profess this great blessing are merely 
reclaimed from a backslidden slate? 
Allowing this to be so, they are not 
justifled by the doctrine. The doc
trine, therefore, is not responsible for 
their conduct. Nay, the doctrine 
condemns them; you might as well 
object to any other truth which wats 
against the practice of its pretended 
followers, as to object to this truth 
respeciing the necessity and possi
bility of holiness of heart and life, 
merely because there are some that 
abuse it—that pervert it for the pVirpose 
of justifying themselves in a spurious 
profession. But after all, I very much 
doubt whether the objection is founded 
in truth; or if tbere be any such, they 
merely form an exception to the gen
eral rule, and therefore prove the truth 
of the rule itself, just as a deformed 
individual proves that the generality of 
mankind are perfectly formed. And 
what should be said ofa man who 
should produce a dwarf, or a man born 
blind or dumb, to prove that there are 
no human beings of common size, or 
that no man has perfect eyes, or is 
able lo speak with his tongue! To 
such straits are men driven who become 
the advocates of error. Moreover I 
would ask the objector how he knows 
that those who make this profession are 
merely reclaimed backsliders? Have 
they told him so? Then have they 
belied tbeir own profession ! They 
have not only deceived themselves, but 
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they glory in their deceit! What in
consistent hypocrites are these ! .Such 
deserve not the name of Christians, 
much less sanctified Christians, 

But no ; ihey have not told him so. 
He only infers it From what is his 
inference drawn?—from their conduct? 
This, I allow, is good evidence, for " by 
their fruits ye shall know them." You 
think, therefore, that they are deceived. 
You do not pretend to question the 
truth of the doctrine for which we con
tend, but only that these persons do not 
understand it, or do not conform to it 
ia their experience. Well, what's lo 
be done for them ? They are certainly 
objects of commiseration. They ought 
to be taught better. Do you, then, 
strive to instruct them ? You profess 
to know them. Do you go to them in 
the spirit of love and Christian kindness, 
and strive to convince them of their 
error, and earnestly pray that God may 
enlighten them by your means ? Can 
you not relate your own experience to 
them, and thereby show them how the 
Holy Spirit enlightened your mind, aud 
led you along from step to step, first 
from conviction of sin to repentance, to 
faith in Christ, to justification, and then 
how you struggled along in the path of 
obedience amidst " fightings without 
and fears within," but still growing in 
grace, until you finally obtained a com
plete victory over your inbred foes, 
your " secret, bosom sins;" and since 
that happy moment, you have been 
.•'careful for nothing, but in every ihing, 
hy prayer and supplication, have made 
known your wants unto God." Per
haps a little of tbis friendly conversa
tion with those for whom you express 
so much solicitude, mingled thus with 
some items of your own experience, 
may have a tendency lo remove some 
of their mistaken notions, and to sel 
them righl upon this all-important sub
ject At least, il will have this good 
effect—if it does not set them right, it 
win evince your own sincerity, and 
tend to quicken your own heart in the 
Divine life, and leave a pleasant con
sciousness behind that you have dis

charged a sacred duty. If you do not 
do thus mucfa, I fear your own heart is 
not right with God. I greatly fear that 
you are under that very delusion which 
you charge upon others. Nay, I fear 
you are a captious fault-finder, that you 
can "espy the mote that is in thy 
brother's eye, while you see not the 
beam that is in thine own eye." 

This indeed is a very common failing, 
those who are most fastidious critics 
respecting the experience and practice 
of others, are generally the most defi
cient themselves; hence, judging others 
by themselves, they conclude that they 
are all wrong in some things at least, 
and therefore their perpetual round of 
fault finding—an innocent infirmrty is 
magnified into a wilful sin, a weakness 
of the judgment is transmuted into a 
crime, and an error in opinion is inter
preted as a perversity of disposition, — 
and thus they go on from one wayward 
step to another, untfl they are lost in a 
labyrinth of inextricable difiiculties. 

This brings to my mind an anecdote 
with which 1 was conversant Talking 
with a brother minister, a few years 
since, respecting the state and prospects 
of the chiirch, he disputed my views 
regarding the present prosperous slate 
of religion in the world, and after con
versing for a whfle, he said to me, 
" The fact is, you enjoy yourself so 
well, you think everybody else does the 
same." " And why do not you?" said 
I in reply. I will not say that this 
brptherdid not enjoy religion, but I 
doubt whether he enjoyed the blessing 
of perfect love. But if all its profess
ors would rise up in the strength of 
God, wrestle in the strength of mighty 
faith and prayer, for the outpouring of 
the Spirit upon themselves and others, 
and never be satisfied until they could 
adopt the triumphant language of the 
poet, 

" The promised land from Pisgah's top 
I now eiult to see ; 

My hope is foil, O glorious hope. 
Of immortality ;^' 

I believe we should hear less murmur
ing, less fault-finding, and many less 
objections against the doctrine of Chris-



THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN, 

tain perfection. Ye t as beforesaid, 
the objections we have considered do 
not lie against the doctrine, but against 
its imperfect professors, and all those 
consequences mentioned in my last 
article, flow from the objection wbich 
we are now considering, with as much 
directness as they do against that ob
jection, 

I lament, indeed, as much as the ob
jector can, that there should be any 
inconsistant professors of this religion ; 
and I allow that they are "stumbling-
blocks" in the way of seekers after this 
blessing, those especially who do not 
take lime lo distinguish between a 
cause itself and the professed advocates 
of that cause. But what shall we do? 
Sball we yield the truth in compliance 
to those who desire il ? Is there no 
truth in the Jewish religion because 
the Israelites became idolaters ? Musl 
Christ be considered as an imposler 
because Judas was a hypocrite ? And 
is Christianity false because Julian be
trayed it ? And were all the patriots 
of our revolution false-hearted because 
Arnold turned traitor? And shall we 
resign the doctrine of Christian perfec
tion as fabulous because some of its 
professors are not as they should be ? 
'Then may we resign all truth into the 
hands of its enemies. 

Until the objector can prove by sub
stantial evidence that all apostles and 
primitive Christians, togeiher with all 
persons living under this profession, 
were eiiher deceived or were deceivers 
he has gained nothing in his favor. 
But he might as well undertake to 
eclipse the sun al noon-day as lo at 
tempt to do this. And yet, until he 
does it, all his objections fall to the 
ground, and we can still say, 

" Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright for the end of that man is 
peace,"—By K. Bangs, D. D. 

—It is diflicult to judge truly whether 
a good spirit or the contrary drive thee 
to desire this or that; or whether by 
thine own spirit thou de moved there
unto. 

GOD'S GLORY, 

TEXT.—Is. ilii, 8, and xUli, 11, —" My glory will 
I Got give to another," &c. 

In the Scriptures of truth, there is 
ground for the distinction made by 
theologians, between the essential and 
declarative glory of God. When 
Moses prays, " I beseech thee, 0 
Lord, show me thy glory," he desires 
the manifestation of his perfections and 
attributes—;his essential glory. In the 
text the word is used in the sense of 
renown, or praise—declarative or as
cribed glory. He will not allow oihers 
lo take the credit for what belongs to 
him. He wfll not endure i t 

Skeptics have oflen sneered al the 
thought that God claims so much re
gard for himself 

I, Why should he not allow others 
to take the glory that he claims for 
himself ? 

1, It would be unjust toward him
self, God owes something to himself 

2, I l would be injurious lo others, 
II is right and important for his sub 
jects to have proper affection toward 
their creator. 

3, No glory can belong lo man. No 
human being is, or ever can be, virtu
ous, or have any moral goodness, ex
cept it be begotten in him by the 
Spirit of God. Why should any, 
therefore, glory in themselves ? 

II, When may it be said that men 
seek to rob God of his glory ? 

1, When they take credit to them
selves for goodness in themselves. 
What Paul says, 1 Cor. xv, 9, " For 
I am the least of the Apostles. . , , , 
But by the grace of God, I am what i 
am," &c, Paul did not mean th-at he 
was not voluntary and active in his 
goodness, but that there was no credit 
to him for i t 

2. Wnen Ihey lake any credit for 
anything done through their agency, 
he works in them lo will and lo do, and 
he works without Ihem. and through 
them, and b}- ihem, lo accomplish the 
result be desires. We give glory to 
another, when we give credit to a man 
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of what belongs to God, You would 
not allow glory to be ascribed directly 
to Paul—but to the grace of God man
ifest through him. It is a great false
hood to lake credit lo ourselves, as if 
anything good done by us, was of our
selves, and originated in ourselves, Il 
is a great wrong to God, and to his 
subjects, to draw off their hearts from 
him—as did Absalom the hearts of the 
people from king David, Anything 
which tends lo draw off the hearts of 
the subjects of God's government from 
him, is a great sin against them—a 
great crime against God. This is, un
doubtedly, done often unconsciously: 

1. By the pride of men's hearts— 
there are those who are disposed to think 
that little, if anything, can be done, 
unless they have some connection with 
it 

2. Sometimes done through the 
blindness of the mind. If faith be 
strong, the creature is thought little of 
If weak, the creature is exalted. In 
the case of revivals of religion, the 
more powerful the work, the less the 
instrument is thought of 

3. Men give glory to others which 
belongs lo God, because of the super
ficiality of their views of the sinfulness 
or depravity of their nature—of what 
man is of himself 

BEMABKS, 

1, To give glory to others, or to take 
it ourselves, greatly grieves the Holy 
Spirit This oftimes prevents God's 
blessing on the nse of means, when the 
individual desires it, or the people give 
it to him. In this way the hands of 
ministers may be tied. 

The case of Paul and Barnabas is in
structive on this point, where toe people 
of Lyslra, because of a miracle wrought 
by them, " lifted up their voices, crying, 
the gods are come down to us in the 
likeness of raen." But the Apostles 
"rent their clothes, and ran in among 
the peopl4 crying out" against such 
ascriptions of praise and worship 
(Acts xiv: 8-18.) 

The cause of Herod also, (Acts xii: 
21-23,) in accepting ofthe praiso and 

glory ascribed to him, which belonged 
to God, God smote him with worms, 
and he died. Sometimes useful men 
have been laid aside, eiiher because 
they were willing to take the glory, or 
the people, through their weakness, 
were disposed to give them the glory 
belonging unto God. The sensibility 
of Paul on this subject was very great; 
and yet he was in danger, so that 
Christ saw fit to give him a thorn in 
the flesh, the mesesnger of Satan, to 
buffet him, lest he become exalted 
above measure—to keep him humble 
and from accepting of praise which be-, 
longed to God, 

God sometimes will dash instruments, 
and let them fall, to stain the pride of 
such glory, as in the case of David, 
It is not unlikely that he was in a slate 
lo take, or the people to give glory lo 
him, which belonged lo Goi, The 
same was true of Peter, God, no doubt, 
often delays answers to prayer, lest his 
people should boast of it—be puffed up 
with pride in consequence of i t God 
often uses instrumentalities which 
greatly humble us, in order lo save us, 
God must shut us up to himself, in 
order to save us. 

Sometimes a church is greatly tried 
by their want of success. They have 
a splended house—they think they 
must certainly prosper. God must 
certainly bless them. But it is not 
always so. It is uot always an easy 
thing to have a great man, and rely 
supremely on God. The greatest men 
do not always the most good. The 
Lord often takes "the foolish things 
ofthe wourld to confound the wise, 
and the weak things to confound the 
mighty,"—God will have the glory of 
all success, not because he is selfish, 
but becanse it is for their good, as 
well as for his honor, 

WTiere persons have been guilty of 
this sin, it is to be repented of as a 
very heinous sin in God's sight. Many, 
doubtless,are distressed by this sin, with
out knowing the cause of their trouble. 
Men are more prone to this sin than 
Ihey often are aware of. 
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Men will not be extensively useful, 
who want the honor of being useful. 
Christians and churches will often lean 
on instrumentalities long—till wearied, 
and self-emptied, they appoint fasts, and 
look up to God, and render to him the 
glory which is his due. The world often 
say of the church, " They are going to 
gel up a revival,"—Christians should 
get on their faces, and pray God to 
show his hand—let his power be known 
—and take all the glory to himself, 
God sympathizes with this spirit It 
is for his glory, and for the good of the 
oeople. Be jealous' of God's honor 
—think nothing of yourselves, 

Atlemps lo get or take glory that 
belongs to God, wfll not gel it. God 
will stain it,—President Finney. 

—" Shall we continue in sin, that 
grace may abound? God forbid,"— 
Rom. vi, 1, 2, Wfll nothing else than 
the grace of God serve lo make a cloak 
for sin ? O vfle abuse of the most ex
cellent thing in the world ! Did Christ 
shed his blood to expiate our guilt and 
dare we make that a plea to extenuate 
our guflt? God forbid. If it be in-
'tolerable ingratitude among men to re
quite good with evfl, sure that sin 
must want a name bad enough to ex
press i t which puts the greatest dis
honor upon God for tbe greatest mercy 
that ever was given to the world. 
" There is forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared," (Psalm cxxx, 
4,) not that tbou mayest be the more 
abused. Nay, let me say, the devils 
never sinned at this rale; they cannoi 
abuse the pardoning grace of God, be
cause such grace was never offered 
them. And certainly, if the abuse of 
the common mercies of God, as meat 
and drink, by gluttony and drunken
ness, be a heinous sin, and highly pro
voking to God, the abuse of the riches 
of his grace, and the precious blood of 
his Son. must be out of measure sinful. 

—And he is very unwise, that is in> 
tent upon other things than those that 
mav avafl him for his salvation. 

PREMONITIONS, 

BY PROF, CLARK JONKS, 

It is a common saying that, " coming 
events forecast their shadows," and 
this is just as true in the moral as m 
the physical world. If ibis be true, 
then men, wise in spiritual things should 
see the shadows of coming events before 
the events themselves make their ap
pearance ; and, if necessary, stop their 
approach when possible. Physical ca
lamities frequently cannoi be avoided; 
but moral ones generally can, provided 
their approach be detected in time; and 
provided also, there be a disposition or 
rather a fixed determination lo control 
them. But just as certainly as a man 
who might be walking along the rail
road would be crushed by the mighty 
engine, in case he could neither see nor 
hear, so a man who does not discover 
the approach of moral evil, will be 
crushed. But men sometimes possess 
both eyes and ears, and yet are sudden
ly destroyed, because their reason is 
dethroned at the time when needed; and 
hence these organs are of no practical 
use. 

Not many mUes from this place, a few 
days ago a man probably sal down upon 
the railroad, to eat a little, and slake 
his thirst with that which may satisfy a 
depraved appetite, but which paralyzes 
the reason; and it was supposed five or 
six trains of cars passed over his body, 
leaving heart upon one side of the rail 
and liver upon the other. Now, neither 
eyes nor ears were at fault, but the 
power which should guide them; so 
men very often have spiritual eyes and 
ears, .and yel they do not profit thereby. 
See Mat xui, 13-16; also Acts xxviii, 
26-27. 

Every man may see, and it requires 
an effort not lo see; and yet there are 
but few who do see at least, clearly. 
This being the case, some one or more 
musl be responsible for such a state of 
things. The Lord has set men as shep-
heidk over his flock, and they are expect
ed, not only to guard the flock against 
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impending evils, but also to see these 
evfls while in the distance. See Ezek. 
xxiv. 

What would a man think of one whom 
he has employed to care for his flocks 
in case the wolf should howl in the for
ests for a time, and while this was the 
case, sit and sleep, saying to himself, " I 
wfll drive him away when he gets among 
the sheep." Or, suppose il should begin 
to thunder in the far.distance, acd as 
the clouds begin to gather, blacken and 
threaten destruction to the fold, he 
would sit and say it wfll be time to act 
when the rain and hail commence to 
fafl. So what must the Lord think of 
those who have eyes to see and ears lo 
hear, and yel wait till spiritual destruc
tion comes upon the flock of Christ, and 
then sit complacently excusing them
selves, from the fact that it would dis
commode them somewhat to act? Again 
suppose the shepherd should allow the 
flock lo wander away and get into 
marshes and swamps and perish there, 
what would it avafl if he should offer 
as an excuse, he called them but they 
did not slop ? Does not the Lord ex
pect his shepherds to know where the 
traps of the devil are, and to keep the 
wolf out of them ? Suppose the shep
herd admits wolves because their bowl
ings might cease for a time, but in the 
end they turn upon the sheep and de
stroy them, what would be the feelings 
of the man who had employed him ?' 
So what must be the Saviour's feelings 
when he sees men creeping into the 
church with their mouths filled with 
tobacco, or having two or more liv
mg wives ; and women with bows, 
laces and ruffles and rings, upon their 
person, when he has given his law 
which is so plain, upon these points 
that he that readeth may understand ? 
But what of these premonitions ? 
Are they to be found among us 
as a people ; and, if so, what do 
they signify ? Are we profiting by 
them ? Are there signs of moral de
cline among us, and are these taken ad
vantage of ? Let us look with an im
partial eye at this matter and draw our 

conclusions from existing facts. It is 
not necessary to be dead in order to be 
dying or even dangerously ill. It is 
not necessary to be backslidden in order 
to be upon the moral decline. It is not 
necessary to be covered all over with 
the world in order to be inclined to 
worldly conformity. Persons need not 
lell posiiive lies in order lo prevaricate. 
A son may transgress and be rebuked 
by a kind father, yet he is a son; so 
God chastens such as fall into errors, but 
do not run into them understandingly. 
See Ps, ciii, 13, 14, No real Christian 
is, or always has been, without chasten
ing ; but God does not chasten for his 
pleasure but because il is a necessity 
arising from evil, either in practice or 
in character. See Prov. xui, 24 ; Heb. 
xii, 5-11. 

Let us look at some forms of these 
premonitions. For instance, when men 
and women favor the idea of taking 
people into the church who are not clear 
in the experience of justification, and 
presume to ship such persons lo some 
camp or other great meeting in order 
to put them through a course of dicipline 
intended to bring them into a good ex
perience ; is not this a violation of our 
church discipline, which indicates moral 
decUne ? How Jong would it take lo 
get more of such morally dead material 
upon our hands than we can work up ? 
A few years ago, when the mass of 
the members were aflve, it was all that 
could be done at a camp meeting to get 
here and there one such person broken 
down ; how much more power is need
ed as the number of dead ones is in
creasing so rapidly ? 

Again, suppose we preach tfae truth 
in such general terms as to be ap
plauded as logical reasoners. and do 
not make the audience tremble, and go 
away from the house of God feeling. I 
am the man, what wfll this avail even 
though scores should come lo the anxi
ous or rather inquiry bench, and as 
many more clad like the world, come lo 
pray for them ? This is now coming to 
be the case in some parts, and it is 
sounded abroad that a great work is be-
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ing done. Are not such persons among 
the numbers spoken of in Jer. vi, 13, 
14 ? What mean these things ? Who 
thai knows the history of the past can 
look upon these things and not lament ? 
I t is time, brethren, lo awake out of 
sleep at once. Again, in certain places, 
let an effort be put forth to hold close 
meetings for the purpose of determining 
the state of the soul and the methods 
of holy living, and these will be termed 
"picking machines." Do uot these 
things, at least portend spiritual de
cline ? 

Again, let us look at instrumental 
music for a moment What is to be 
the result of our ministers procuring 
organs, and having their sons and 
daughters taught to play, not only 
sacred music, but also " waltzes" and 
" marches," i. e., simply dancing tunes ? 
Is it any more sacreligious of a 
young lady to take the steps upon 
the floor than for one to play the 
tune which suggest these steps ? Why 
is it any worse to sing dancing songs 
than to piay the tunes adapted to them ? 
Why worse to dance upon the floor 
than in the soul ? The poet says: 

*'Prayer is the soul's eincere desiie. 
Uttered or tinexpressed." 

And is not dancing aJso? Some tell 
us that music is an art that cannot be 
successfully learned without these fast 
tunes. Very well, what then ? Young 
ladies think they cannot appear graceful 
unless they can dance. Is this, there
fore, a reason why they should be taught 
this art ? But some of our good people 
begin to affirm that ihey have been 
blessed while listening to instrumental 
music, and still others afiirm that infi
dels can be brought under conviction 
by playing and singing. Then why 
not take these instruments into our 
churches ? Some cite us to the Psalms 
in proof of their position ; so some cite 
us to the ancient temple in proof of its 
being right to erect costly houses of 
worship. Is not one as fair as the oth
er ? But let any who stiU cling to 
the Psalmist just turn and read the 
last two psalms, and then lefl us wheth

er it is desirable to follow all the advice 
there given ? If it is proper to praise 
God with the organ, as indicated by the 
Psalmist there, is il not also with the 
dance ? O, for godly consistency in 
all things ! See also Amos vi, 5. 
These and other things look to us like 
premonitions to coming events. Shall 
we profit by them and shun the fall 
tbat other churches have experienced ? 
We love tbe trulh, for it was this 
wbich dug us out' of tbe pit of formal
ism, and we mean to cling to i t Are 
we to blame if we prefer ancient to 
modern teaching ? 

The summer campaign is coming on, 
and I hope and pray that our leaders 
will arise, shake themselves, and begin 
the war ujxm the old path and policy, 
and publicly announce that no flag of 
truce will be received except for the 
purpose of unconditional surrender to 
God, If this course be taken, old-fash
ion salvation will again be poured upon 
us as a people. Souls are at slake, and 
who will answer for them if lost ? Are 
there not already popular churches 
enough ? Why then multiply them ? 
Let us hear the answer coming up from 
all quarters this season. 

^ T h e Lord is never at a loss for an 
Egypt wherein lo hide and try his peo
ple; an Egyptian bondage or hiding-
place precedes usefulness and honor. 
Then fear not, thou worm Jacob, to go 
wbere Jesns went before thee, down 
into secresy and humility; there thy 
growth will not cease—holy angels wifl 
minister to thee and guard thy path, 
whfle the Holy Spirit teaeheth thee. 

— " Except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God." A 
man may live in a deep mine in Htm-
gary, never having seen the light of 
the sun; he may bave received acounts 
of prospects, and by the help of a can
dle may have examined a few engrav
ings of them; but let him lae brought 
out of the mine, and set on the moun
tain, what a difference appears. 

m 
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KEEP THE BLESSING. 

The hew birth is a great attainment. 
For by it we become heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ^children of the 
kingdom, whose inheritance is eternal 
life. But great and glorious as this at
tainment is, there are progressions lo 
be made in il, advances and attainments 
which, in their fullness and maturity 
are like the ripe, luscious fruit. And 
this progression is for all who seek i t 
But how few do this; how few retain 
theu- first-love, fafling back and settling 
down into the low-tide of religious en
joyment, with the doleful experience, 

" 'Tis a point 1 long to know, 
Am I the Lord'H, or am I not ?" 

Bnt notwithstanding all this—not
withstanding the great mass of professed 
Christians live so far beneath their 
great and heaven-bought privilege, yet 
there are a few, one here and one there, 
wfao set out for the spiritual Canaan, 
and make the attainment of entire 
sanctificaiion. They are few and far 
between, almost like angel's visits ; yet 
they are beacon ligfals to tb« church 
and the world, and stand forlfa as guide-
posts, telling tfae distance and the way. 

But unhappily some lose tfae blessing; 
some in one way and some in anotfaer. 
Mr. Flelcfaer declared that he lost the 
evidence and enjoyment of it by 
faiflng to confess it before men. 
Many others have done the same. 
Hence, Mr, Wesley urged those who 
had entered into this blessed experi
ence to confess all tbat tbe Lord had 
done for them. Some lose it by intense 
devotion lo study, neglecting to keep 
up constant communion with God in 
secret prayer. For the Holy Spirit, 
the heavenly Guest, is grieved on being 
neglected, 

Oihers lose the blessing by grieving 
the Holy Spirit, the abiding Comforter. 
And this is done probably oftener by 
lightness in conversation than otherwise. 
For while the truly sanctified believer 
has the happy art of silence more than 
afl others; of speaking and conversing 
only when it is proper, and with pro

priety, yet there is need of constant 
guardedness, lest too free an indulgence 
sfaould lead to some impropriety. When 
the apostle warns us against grieving 
the Holy Spirit by which we are sealed 
—kept, he instances among otfaer im
proprieties tfaal of " foolish talking and 
jesting," uttering what is not "good to 
tfae use of edifying," nor ministering 
grace to the hearers. Even conversa
tion that may be in place, continued for 
a great lengtfa of lime, fails not to leave 
a sense of spiritual loss, Mr, Wesley's 
rule was, never to continue in conver
sation over an hour without prayer in
tervening. But if ordinary conversa
tion of long continuance leaves a sense 
of loss in that flow of peace which at
tends the faigher life experience, wfaat 
sad results must follow the type of con
versation interdicted by the apostle— 
jesting ? Let those who have the de
plorable experience resulting therefrom 
lell. 

That eminently pious and holy man, 
the sainted Cookman, lost the experi
ence and the blessing by indulging in 
what is of too common occurence in 
ministerial social circles—telling anec* 
doles, aud jesting to excite laughter. 
Soon after he commenced preacfaing, a 
young man of eighteen or nineteen, he 
sought and obtained the blessing of 
sanctification, clearly and joyously. 
Some eight weeks after, fae went to con
ference to receive his first appointment. 
Here fae met some acquaintances among 
the preachers; and forgetting, says he, 
"how easily the infinitely Holy Spirit 
might be grieved, I aUowed myself to 
drift into the spirit of the hour ; and af
ler an indulgence of foolish joking and 
story telling, realized that I had suffered 
serious loss. To my field of labor I 
proceeded with consciously diminished 
spiritual power." And fdr years he re
mained in the spiritual darkness that 
came over him on this unhappy occa
sion. Speaking of whieh he says; "Of 
what a bitter memory." He continues : 
" If I had the ear of those who have 
entered into the clearer light of Chris
tian purity I would beseech, entreat. 
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supplicate and charge them with a broth
er's interest and earnestness, thai they 
be warned by my folly, O! let such 
consent to die, if it were possible, a 
hundred deaths, before they wilfullj'' 
depart from the paths of holiness. For 
if ihey retrace their steps there will be 
still the remembrance of original purity 
tarnished ; and that will prove a drop 
of bitterness in the cup of their sweet
est blessings. 

Take another instance, A young 
man who was soundly converted came, 
after a few months, to see that he need
ed a work of cleansing. He heard the 
doctrine of sanctification preacfaed, and 
read the experience of Hester Ann 
Rogers, sought and obtained the bles
sing. Soon after this he went into the 
army, remained there nearly a year, 
and returned home, all the time rejoic 
ing in the blessed experience fae had. 
But after returning home to his family 
he gave way to levity and lightness of 
feeling through the jesting and joking 
his wife was accustomed to indulge in 
in his presence, until the blessing was 
lost, clearly lost. Speaking of which 
he says : When I realized I had lost 
it, 0 ! what a time I had. It was worse 
than ever before," He adds in his ex
perience now before us, " I went to a 
camp-meeting and sought the blessing 
again and was blest, but it was not tfae 
blessing of holiness," 

Thus it will be seen thai the young 
man could retain the experience of 
sanctification in the camp with all its 
godlessness and dissipation, and then 
fell al home through an indulgence in 
jesting and laughing. 

Then let us keep the blessing in ear
nest watchfulness ana prayer, giving 
no place to any indulgence by wfaicfa 
the Holy Spirit may be grieved, and 
like the timid dove, take its flight 
Rather than take part in the indulgen
ces tbat lead to this so often, better do 
as Christian did in fais pilgrimage, who 
put his flngers in his ears and ran for 
life.— Way io Holiness. 

—All that is not of God shaU perish. 

MY CUP RUNNETH OVER. 

The Psalmist, speaking of the good
ness of God, says : "My cup runneth 
over." And why does not the cup of 
every one run over with joy and glad
ness ? It is not because of any lack in 
the great Fountain. But it is because 
we do not seek, do not ask, nay, do not 
desire i t Were we to desire it with 
the earnestness of a longing soul, thirst
ing for God, in the language of holy 
writ "as a dry and thirsty land,'' 
panting after him " as the heart panteth 
for the cooling stream," our cup of joy 
would run over continually. And in 
the language of the prophet " Waters 
would break out in tfae wflderness, and 
streams in the desert" inundating our 
whole nature. But instead of this we 
prefer shallow streams lo the fountain 
of living waters. 

The reason of this is. we faave not 
come to the Fountain, we have never 
drunk a full draught from the stream 
that flows from the smitten Rock. True, 
we have lasted of it, but that is afl— 
we have never drunk from i t When 
once the soul lakes a full draught from 
that living stream it ever thirsts foi 
more. Thus a taste of perfect love 
causes the soul to thirst for full salva
tion, the desire absorbing that of every 
other desire. 

As the blessed Jesus said, " In my 
Father's house are many mansions," so 
there is iu the divine fulness enough for 
each, enough for all, enough forever-
more,i—Tfaus our cup of rejoicing may 
run over not once, but often, yea, con
tinually ; not only when we experience 
the joys of pardoned love; not only on 
special occasions, in a refreshing season 
from the presence of the Lord; but 
daily, faourly, momentarily, "Tfaese 
things write we unto you that your joy 
may be full," There is a joy of faith, 
a joy of hope, and a joy of love. And . 
he who enjoys the divine fellowship en
joys all this joy. Thus the soul that 
hangs upon Jesus is led beside the 
"stfll waters," and is made to "lie 
down in green pastures;" while his 
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" cup runneth over," and he cries out 
with the Psalmist, "Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life." 

HAVE PATIENCE. 

An easy thing to exhort to patience, 
say you, but an obedience to it is not 
so easy. Well, patience is a fruit; and 
of necessity a fruit cannot bo found 
unless there be what produces i t Pa
tience is grown on one of the stems of 
love. " Love suffereth long — love 
beareth all things—love endureth all 
things—love never faileth." It is evi
dent from these that if we are to be 
patient we must be in possession ofthe 
love from which it proceeds, Tnis love 
is itself a fruit of the Holy Spirit; con
sequently, to be patient is lo be under 
the influence of the Holy One. 

" Ye have need of patience, that af
ter ye faave done the will of God, ye 
might receive the promise." In fact, 
there is no passing comfortably through 
life withoul a good degree of this grace. 
It is necessary to our comfort, as well 
as to our Cfaristian experience, and tfae 
more of it we faave, the more easily 
shall we bear the various trials of life; 
therefore, "in your patience possess 
ye your souls." 

Patience is also necessary to the per
fection of tfae Christian character. " Let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing," He who values his Christi
an character will say. Let me have pa-
flence at whatever cost; and true it is 
he will have to pay for i t " Knowing 
tfais, that the trying of your faith work
eth patience—tribulation worketh pa
tience ;" in short, without patience tfaere 
can be no stalwart Christianity; and 
even " the Captain of salvation was 
made perfect tfarougfa sufferings—He 
leamed obedience by the things wfaicfa 
he suffered." Obedience surely be
comes us; therefore let us not murmur 
when our Physician's recipe is literally 
applied to us. 

When we say, have patience, we ask 

you lo exhibit a grace which we trust 
you possess in no mean degree, and 
which is perpetually required in living 
for God. If you bave perfect patience, 
so much the better; we mean patience 
without mixture of impatience, as it 
can in no other sense be perfect, but 
may gradually increase towards infinity. 
If you lack patience, ask God for His 
Holy Spirit's operation, and do not 
shrink from the process througfa which 
He will conduct you, remembering you 
have " not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin." Surely it be
comes us to submir to a treatment suf
ficient to heal. 

Although patience is dependent on 
love for its existence, it is likewise in
debted to hope for its exercise. Love 
inspires patience, whilst hope attracts 
it The objects of our hope are future, 
and for the sake of future good we en
dure what now comes in our pathway. 
It is a "patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Cfarisl" that we desire for you, 
and he can -'make every grace abound 
towards us.—King's Highway, 

—A man and beast may stand up
on the same mountain, and even touch 
one another, yet they are in two dif
ferent worlds: tfae beast perceives 
nothing but the grass, but the man 
contemplates the prospect, and thinks 
ofa thousand remote things. Thus a 
Christian may be solitary at a full 
exchange: he cau converse with the 
people there upon trade, politics, and 
the stocks; bat they cannot talk with 
him upon " tfae peace of God which 
passeth all understanding." 

:—Consecrated things under the law 
were first sprinkled with blood, and 
then anointed witfa ofl, and thencefor
ward were no more common. Thus, 
under the gospel, every Christian has 
been a common vessel for profane pur
poses ; but when sprinkled with the 
blood of Cfarist and anointed by God 
the Father, 2 Cor, i, 21, he becomes 
separated and consecrated to God. 
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QUEEN VICTORLA. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. When her present Majesty 
was about thirteen years of age, she, 
with her mother, the late Duchess of 
Kent, p-aid a visit to Anglesea, slaying 
witfa that distinguished veteran, the 
Marquis of Anglesea. Wfaile there, she 
was very fond of riding about in Welsh 
costume; and great was the delight of 
the good people of Anglesea as they 
beheld her passing by in her tafl 
" sugar-loaf" hat, looking tfae very pic
ture of health and beauty. One Satur
day afternoon, however, her riding habit 
was lorn, and as it was important that 
it should be immediately repaired, a 
tailor in the neighborhood, John Jones 
by name, was sent for. He, however, 
being but a poor countryman, and to
tally unacquainted with the manners of 
the court, inquired for tfae " Lord 
Chamberiain of tfae Household;" and 
being told tfaat there was no such offici
al, he returned home wiihout fulfifling 
his errand. Afterwards fae understood 
that he should have asked for tfae 
"Steward of tfae Hou-ehold." The 
next morning, however, being Sunday, 
there came a second message command-
intf his immediate attendance. But 
John Jones was a Methodist, and ac
cordingly he returned for answer, " I 
cannot come lo-day; I am just going 
to chapel." Shortly afler service, how
ever, the "House Steward," probably 
supposing that after fae had been to 
chapel, he would not object to coming 
sent a third message, telling him to 
come al once. But John Jones was 
not only a Methodist, but was likewise 
a local preacher; and the answer he 
sent this time was, " I am just going 
to my appointment to preach, but I 
wfll come to-morrow morning early," 
Accordingly, on Monday morning he 
went 

" Where were you yesterday ?" said 
the House Steward, frowning, when 
he made his appearance. "Why 
co'jldn't you come when you were sent 
for?" 

" I couldn't come yesterday," said 
John Jones, "because I went to the 
chapel in the morning, and then in the 
afternoon and evening I had to go to 
my appointments lo preach." 

"Chapel, indeed! preach, indeed!" 
said tfae House Steward, " Didn't you 
know that her Royal Highness faad torn 
her habit and wanted it repaired imme
diately ?" 

"Yes," replied John Jones; "butl 
don't work on Sunday," 

" Not work on Sunday ?" 
" No, I never have, and don't intend 

to—to please anybody," 
" What I do yon mean to say that 

you would not attend to a little matter 
of this kind for the future queen of 
England?" 

" I do, sir," said he; " for although 
I am a poor man just now, earning my 
bread by the sweat of my brow, I also 
faope to be a king by and by. It is far 
belter for me, tfaerefore, tfaat I sfaould 
forfeit tfae favor of eartfaly princes than 
that I shonld lose my right to that 
'crown of righteousness which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all 
them also tfaat love his appearing,' " 

At this, the House Steward's counte
nance relaxed into a smile; he gave 
him the riding habit to take away with 
him to repair; and the matter being re
ported to the Duchess and Princess, 
they expressed themselves as highly 
pleased with his conduct, and sent a 
message to say that if they could show 
him any kindness or favor they would 
be most happy to do so. The circum
stance was much spoken of at the lime, 
and tended greatly lo raise the Metho
dists in the esteem of those who had 
hitherto opposed them, John Jones 
aflerwards removed to Liverpool, where 
he was, on July 11, 1870, (having la
bored for nearly sixty years as a local 
preacher), brought to his grave " in a 
full age, like a shock of corn cometh in 
his season,"—English Paper. 

»-•-• 

—Have a good conscience, and thou 
shalt ever have joy. 

I S i 



EDITORUL. 

EDITOBIAL. 
CONSECRATION. 

Ton say Toa are wholly conaecrated to 
God, and yet yoa liave not the evidence 
tbat the blood of Jesua cleanaea you from 
all sin. Something, then, must be at 
fault. It cannot be with Qod. He never 
delaya Hia work. He is only too glad of 
an opportunity to do Hia part in the sal
vation of a soul to keep Uim waiting after 
he has met the conditions. The trouble 
must be with you. What do you mean, 
by being consecrated to God ? Do you 
mean that you give youraelf to God in a 
general sort of a way, to live about aa the 
majority of fashionable professors live 1 
II this is what you mean, no wonder that 
you do not receive the blessing. This in
definite consecration does not bring any 
marked results. It is too meaningless. 
Try a better method. Give yourself to 
God to do definite work for Him. Take 
Christ's yoke upon you, and draw what
ever load He ia pleased to lay on you. 
Deny yourself for the good of others. No 
longer look to a life of luxurious ease, but 
let Christ set yoa to work for the benefit 
of your fellow-man. 

Consecrate yourself, to form those as
sociations in which you will get the moat 
benefit to your own soul and do the most 
good to others. It is folly for you to 
think that you are consecrated to God so 
long as you are seeking fashionable asso
ciations. Mind not high things; but con
descend to men of low estate. 

Conaecrate yourself to lead a life of 
self mortification. In the croas is our sal
vation. If we would reign with Him, we 
must consent to die with Him. The road 
to heaven runs through the valley of 
humility. 

Consecrate yourself to Jesus to stand by 
Hia truth as He proclaimed it, without any 
compromise. Give it the force of your 
influence. Use your means to spread it 
in the world. Have the courage to live 
up to your convi-;tlons. If you give your
self thus to God, you will not find it dif
ficult to believe in Jesus as your Saviour, 
The trouble generally ia in renouncing the 

world, in reaUty, Give up its honors, its 
fashions, its pleasures, its pursuits, its 
friendships, and its religions, and aee how 
gloriously and triumphantly you will be 
saved. Sanctify yourselves and ye shall be 
holy. 

» » c 
LOST. 

Do you ever think what it is to be loat ? 
Consider it. Weigh the worda that our 
Saviour uaea in deacribing this awful 
subject. Make an honest eSbrt to compre
hend his meaning. You act sometimes aa 
though it were a matter of small concern 
whether you were saved or lost. It would 
seem aa if you were almost willing to go 
down to the pit, to show your friends, who 
weep over you, that you are not at all 
concerned. Can you bear to hear the 
Saviour say, in the great day of doom. 
Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire pre
pared for the devil and his angels. —Mat. 
xxv, 41, These fearful words will fall 
with crushing weight on those wlio die in 
their sins. ShaU this be your fate'/ It is 
for you to say, God ia doing all he can 
to save you from thia dreadful doom. 

Remember that, if you are finally lost, 
there is no recovery. Whatever the "fire" 
to which the wicked are doomed may 
mean, it ia EVEKL.^STING. From it there 
is no escape. It ia to laat to all etemity! 
Did you ever consider how long a period 
this short word impliea ? How long does 
even one of our short nights aeem, when 
raging pain drives aleep from our eyeg I 
What, then, must the sleepless, suffering 
night of eternity be ! 

But do you say, " I am in no danger." 
" God is too good to let me suffer forever," 
How do you know tliat ? Where is the 
chapter and verse in the Bible that affirms 
that ? What ia the event in nature that 
proves that the punishment of the lost 
will not last forever ? I'ou know there is 
suffering here. If God permits it here, 
why not hereafter. If for six thousand 
years, why not for sixty thoasand '; Why 
not forever ? Can you give the reason } 

You had better awake to a sense of 
your danger while there is a poasibility of 
escape, " : -•• • ._• ,v 
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If you have never been converted, then 
you are in constant peril of losing your 
soul. Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish. 

Are you a formal professor, conformed 
to the world—seeking its friendship? Ye 
adulterers, and adulteresses, know ye not 
that tlie friendship of the iQorld is enmity 
with Ood? Whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of Ood.— 
Jas, iv, 4, 

Aak yourself the question, " Does this 
mean me ?" But our Saviour says that 
many who maintain a creditable profes
sion of religion to the close of life, will be 
lost. Some, because they have never been 
converted; others, becauae tliey stopped 
with conversion, and did not grow in 
grace; and still others, for idleness. Read 
the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew 
through completely, and pray God to blesa 
it to the awakening of your soul from its 
dangerous indifference. You have slum
bered too long already. Arouse, ye care
less ones! Remember that you are in 
constant danger of being lost. Accept the 
help which Christ proffers. Give yourself 
to Him without delay, 

t-*~t 

WATCH. 

Y'ou cannot possibly retain the grace of 
God unlesa you watch. Great treasures 
need to be carefully guarded. Vaults are 
made aa strong as skill can make them, in 
order to keep gold. When transported, a 
faithful escort goes with it. 

Milliona of gold do not compare in 
value with the saving grace of God. 
Our Saviour calls it The pearl of great 
price. Solomon calls it wisdom, and says. 
She is more jyrerioiis than rubies; and all 
the things thou canst desire are not to be 
compared unto her. 

How difficult it is for men who get 
gold to keep i t ! Notwithstanding all 
their precautions, advantage is taken of 
them in one way or another. The bold 
overpower them; the designing circum
vent them. Even their own children, 
abasing the love ot their parents, use the 
key of affection to open the storehouse of 
their treasures, and reduce them to want. 

But never were robbers so bent on ob
taining gold aa Satan is on getting away 
your graee. He ia bolder than the high
wayman ; more adroit than the pick-
pocket; more akilful than the forger; 
and more insinuating than any human 
being who ever robbed In friendship's 
guise. He is the arch villain. There is 
uot a virtue which he cannot simulate-
not an art of whicli he is not tho master. 
Baffled in one form, he renews the attack 
in another guiae. He ia ever vigilant, 
watching for an opportunity to lure a soul 
on to its destruction. He never acknowl-
edges defeat, but keepa up the battle to 
the end of life. Do, you wonder, then, 
that so many timea We are commanded to 
watch? Without watchfulness on our 
pait, all that God haa done for ua will fail 
of accomplishing its end—the salvation of 
the soul. Wc tlien, as workers with Mm, 
beseech you also that ye receive not the graee 
of God in vain.—2 Cor. vi, 1, 

1, Watch your senses. They are given 
for a noble purpose. Without them exis
tence would be useless. They are the me
dium through which we gain knowledge. 
Much of our happiness comes through 
our senses. But it was through the 
senses that Satan found access to our first 
parents in Paradise, You can never.'gain 
that degree of grace that will secure you 
against the intrusion of Satan tlirough 
your senses. 

Watch your eyes. When ainf ul thoughts, 
or desires are excited, in the slightest de
gree, through anything which you aee, 
close your eyes instantly to the sight, and 
apply the balm whieh heals the wounds 
of the soul. In thia world of sin, it is im
possible for us not to aee things that are 
sinful, and things which excite to sin ; but 
we can avoid giving them our attention. 
We should heartily adopt the prayer of 
the Psalmist Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity. 

Watch your ears. The first temptation 
was addressed to the ear. Eve first list
ened to the words of the tempter. They 
sounded plausible. Then, the eyes were 
appealed to, and the victory was complete. 
And 'ichen the woman saw that the tree IKW 
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good for food, and that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her ; and he did eat.—Gen. Iii, 6. It 
is still through the ears that poison is 
often poured into the soul. Bad words 
will affect you, even tliough you reject 
them. Our Saviour says. Take lieed what 
ye hear. 

Watch your tongue. It wil! not do to 
trust it to say whatever comes to hand. 
Weigh your words. Tlie Spirit ia often 
grieved by saying something smart. Jo
king brings leanness to the soul. I n tlie 
multitude of words there wanteth ?iot sin. 

In short, you Iiave need to pat yourself 
under guard all the time, and in every 
particular. There are too many evil in
fluences at work to allow yourself to float 
along, the prey of chance. Be sober, be 
ngilant; because your adversary the devil, 
an a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour. 

CAMP MEETINGS. 
We have thus far attended three this 

season ; all of them interesting and profit-
able. 

AT RANSOM, Mich., there were alrout 
twenty-five tents. The weather waa un
pleasant ; it rained hard every day. But 
having a large tent in which to hold ser
vices, the work went on, increasing in in
terest and power. The preaching was in 
the Spirit, and was listened to with close 
attention. The work of God is making 
rapid progress in Michigan. 

AT SCHEN-ECTADY an excellent meeting 
was in progress as we left oh Monday 
moming. We have no society in the im-
mediate vicinity, and the number of the 
tents was small, being only about fifteen. 
But the daily attendance from the city, 
and from the adjoining country, was large. 
The order waa excellent. Close attention 
was given to the preaching of the word, 
and seed was sown which, we trust, will 
result in a great ingathering of soula into 
the fold of the Re'deemer. 

AT ALBION, N . Y. , there were abont 
twenty-eight tents. Tbe meetings were 
full of interest, and much good waa done. 

COBBESPOJVDEAVE. 
CHILI SEMINARY. 

The amount of good this institution ia 
doing is incalculable. Allow me to relate 
a little experience. My parents, from my 
childhood, did everything to train me up 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. But I waa fast becoming a way
ward, disobedient boy. God, working 
through no greater instrumentality than 
a " silver three-cent piece," opened up a 
way for me lo enter this school. During 
two years passed here, I resisted the striv
ings of God'a Spirit. But I can remember 
that, in thoae yeara, nothing would ao 
arouse my sleeping conacience as the 
" shouts " of the sainta. Finally I yielded ; 
the burden rolled off, and I waa bom of 
God. Oh, surely,— 

" Tongne can never express. 
The sweet comfort and peace. 
Of a soul In its earliest love!" 

My parents, God bless them, were so re
joiced at the result of this experiment, 
that they aent on my sister. The first 
winter had not passed before she could 
rejoice in a Jesus " mighty to save." But 
it ia said, " You might have been saved 
had you not gone there." " / might have 
been." There are several reasons why it 
aeems easier for young people to get and 
keep saved here. The influence of so 
many young people who enjoy the " old 
kind religion," the unitedneaa with which 
they hold on to Uod for aouls ; the spirit, 
ual father and mother who watch over 
us as those who shall give account; and 
above all, those seasons aronnd the family 
altar. Often have family prayers com
menced at the usual time and lasted nntil 
midnight, resulting in the salvation of 
some and the sanctification of believers. 
Indeed, the family altar has been the 
birthplace of more souls than any other 
place in the seminary. Thus, twice a 
day, every unsaved peraon has the chance 
of getting to God. I cannot tell yoa one 
half of the things that my eyes saw, or 
my ears heard, daring the four years 
passed under this hallowed roof; of the 
times of convicting and converting power ; 
of the mighty times of rejoidng, when 
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God's Spirit would fill the saints' " mouths 
with laughter," and they would leap or 
shout aloud for joy ; for God haa his own 
way, which is the secret of the success. 

Now, brethren, send your money for 
finishing the wing, whieh is sorely 
needed, and send your children to fill it 
up. It we could only get the apirit of the 
children of Israel when they offered will
ingly, with perfect heart, for the Lord's 
houae, God's work would not languish, 
I thank God that Chili Seminary was ever 
built; that I ever went there ; that I wa.'i 
saved there, and am shouting ou today. 

" Up to my home in heaven, 
Down will I cast my eyes 

Once more where I was first for^ven." 
A. V. D.iKE. 

PEBSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 

" And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy Qod, led thee," is one 
of the Commandments given by Mosea to 
Israel. 

The 1 ecent deatli, on the 10th of May, 
of Mias Lucy B. Currie, of Providence, R. 
I., recalls a train of thoughts that carries 
me back to the age of ten years, when her 
acquaintance with our family commenced. 
Soon after, she became a member of our 
family. Between her and my mother, there 
was a bond of such Christion affection, 
that my father readily granted her the 
privilege of calling our home, her home— 
the all loved Lucy. Of a naturally quiet 
disposition, not given to tale-bearing—she 
soon won her way to the hearts of all the 
children. 

When our family removed from the 
East, to our farm in Niagara Co., she did 
not go with ua. But about six years after, 
she came on to make a visit, which was 
protracted for nearly ten years—during 
which time my mother was " called for by 
the Master," and went home. Bro. Roberts' 
last labour in the M. E. Charch was per
formed during this period. Soon after his 
expulsion, she was clearly sanctified, soul 
and body to God. The transformation was 
complete and unmistakable. Naturally 
timid and retiring, she became a bold and 
nncompromising advocate of the truth ;— 
contained in Heb, vii, 25. 

Soon after thia work of the Holy Spirit 
in her, she returned to Providence, where 
she exemplified her profession by a holy 
life—bearing a testimony against all con
formity to the spirit of the world, and tes
tifying to the glory of God, the privilege 
of saints to be fully saved. 

Her life was spent in doing good—both 
to the bodiea and soula of the poor and 
destitute. 

No more trathful epitaph could be writ
ten of her,-than was recorded of one who 
died centuries ago : " She has done what 
she could." 

I visited her about a month before she 
died;—a visit never to be forgotten. I 
came from her sick chamber resolved to 
be true to God. 1 saw in Lucy, another 
instance of the thorough work wrought 
by the Holy Ghost in the memorable bat
tle fought between " old school and new 
school Methodiam" in the Geneaee Confer
ence. Ah! no; there was no wild fanaticism, 
but a 4eep, thorough work, wrought in 
some hearts that abides yet. Glory to God. 

Her last note of triumph was: " The 
battle is fonght and the victory ia won,-* 
then, gathering np her feet into bed, died, 
and was gathered unto her people. Kev. 
xiv, 14. S. E. J. CHESBEO. 

Brooklyn, H. T. 
»-•-* ^ -

LITERARY NOTICE. 
PlTRITT AND M A T U B I T T . By Rev . J, A, 

Wood, author of " Perfect Love." Phila
delphia National Publishing Association 
for the Promotion of Holiness, 921 Arch 
street. 

This is a work which may be read with 
profit by every Chriatian. Our author 
shows clearly that Cnristian purity should 
not be confounded with Christian maturity. 
He teaches tbat our growth in grace should 
be much greater after we are sanctifled 
wholly to Ood tban before. 

Not the least valuable part of the work 
is the quotations, which are numerous, 
short and pertinent. It is a neatly prin
ted and bound book of 238 pages, and may 
be had by enclosing one dollar to the 
author. Rev. J. A. Wood, 39.| Courtland 
street, Baltimore, Md. 


