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LOVERS OF SIN. 

BY B. T. KOfiEBTS, 

That tfae nature of man is depraved 
is seen in his iove of sin. He clings to 
vice, even when he knows it to be hurt-
fal, Selfisfaness is a powerfiil sin; but 
there are sins that overpower it. Men 
toil for money and spend it in gambling, 
or for strong drink, wfaicfa tfaey know 
wUI lead tfaem to ruin. 

Of many common vices it cannot be 
said that they are either profitable or 
pleasant, only as sin in itself is pleasant. 
Who ever added to his earthly store by 
profanity ? What appetite, except for 
pure wickedness, is gratified by cursing 
and swearing ? Yet, as far back as the 
days of Jeremiah, the frequency, as 
well as tfae unprofitableness of this vice, 
was noticed. Because of swearing the 
land mourneth. Jer. xxiii, 10. 

The depravity of man is seen in his 
hatred of those that are good. This dis
position is manifested everywhere, and 
at a very early age. Take it in a family 
of children. If there is one who, in tfae 
fear of God, shuns the vices that prevail, 
the others will make common cause 
against him. In an ordinary school, a 
scholar of genuine piety has but a poor 
chance for his life. In the community, 
those wfao are generally acknowledged 
to be tfae best, instead of being raised 

to the highest position, are generally th.e 
objects of reproach and hatred. This 
holds good in all stages of civilization, 
and under all forms of government, 

Pythagoras was a Grecian philoso
pher, famed for his talents, learning and 
virtue. For a season he was treated 
with the most marked respect. " He 
was," says a celebrated French writer, 
M, Dacier, •" regarded as the most per
fect image of God among men; his 
dwelling was named the temple of 
Ceres, and when he went to the villages, 
it was said that he came not merely! 
to instruct, but to bless mankind. 

Who could have thought bat that a 
man so respected, who never did any
thing but good to society, would have 
enjoyed a tranquil old age, and a faappy 
conclusion? The last years of Pytha
goras were clouded with persecution and 
he met a tragical death." 

A yonng man of a rich, powerful 
family, wished to become his disciple. 
He was greatly depraved, and when 
Pythagoras found tfaat fae could not 
reform him, he dismissed him from his 
school. The young man so.ught re
venge. He circulated tfae most baseless 
calumnies against him. He repre
sented that ffae followers of Pythagoras 
were seditious persons who sought the 
overtfarow ofthe republic. Alumult was 
excited. The house in which Pythag
oras and his disciples were assemble 
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MBB. SOHIA CHILDS.—I'm sure it wiU 
gladden the hearts of dear brethren and 
edsters, especiaUy in Westem New York, 
to hear from me through the liove Feast 
once more. It is my precious privUege to 
tell you that the last two years especiaUy, 
have been a period of marked growth in 
grace and the knowledge of the truth. Oh 
this knowledge of the truth that makea as 
free indeed. This resting in Jesus ; this 
anointing that abideth ; this perfect love 
that casts oat fear that hath torment; this 
being enabled to kneno that God is faithfal 
snd trae in aU thlDga. These are among 
some of tbe blessings I've been learning 
more of the depth of. I want to tell one 
more blessing. The blessedness of study
ing the word. I am contending for aU 
that the Prophet said we might have in the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. , 

Geneva^Kan. 

A. E. GOODWIN.—I have got salvation 
this moming, down deep in my soul. I 
am trasting in the Lord Jesus, bless his 
holy name I I love my Saviour, and the 
crosa, better than anything thia world can 
afford. I find Him a satisfying portion iu 
all conditions of Ufe. The desire of my 
heart Is that my whole life inight be swal
lowed up in God. 1, for one, can say that 
I have made progress in the divine Ufe in 
the year that is past and gone. 

My great aim is to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of the truth continually. 
With a few Christian friends I watehed 
the old year out and the new year in. It 
•was a time long to be remembered by me. 

** Heaven came down onr sonls to greet,' 
'While glory crowned the mercy seat." 

I consecrated myself more fully to Qod. 
Made a full surrender of all, and 1 beUeve 
God accepted the offering. Praise the 
Lord. 

E. OSBOBN—Since God, for Christ's sake, 
forgave me my sins, I have loved an earnest 
Christianity—one that saves me, and one 
that saves me now. If it does not do this 
for ua, and save ns from the love of the 
world, it doea not do much for us. Glory 
to God. • Jesus saves to the attermost all 
that pat their whole trust in him. 

BurUngton, Iowa. 

WILLIAM A. GBBBNIIP.—To-day finds 
me, through Christ, saved from aU sin. 
My all is upon the altar, and I count my
self indeed dead to the world and all its 
aUurements, but alive unto Qod. I praise 
Him for a present salvation, and trust Hun 
for aU the futare. Uy aoul feasts to-day 
on the fat thinga which Qod has provided 
for those that love and serve Him, and I 
feel to say," Unto Him that hath loved us 
and washed as from our sins in His blood, 
unto Him be glory and honor, dominion 
and power forever and ever. Amen." 

LEVI POWELL.—I was converted at four
teen. At twenty-two I knew that the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from aU 
sin. I received that perfect love that cast
eth out all fear. 1 was filled soul, body 
and spirit with tbe Holy Ghost and the 
glory of Christ. I have a weU grounded 
hope of eternal Ufe thro ugh Jesus Christ 
Abide in Christ the Uving head, and we 
shaU bring forth the frait the Bible speaks 
of. Some people try to manufacture the 
heavenly fruit, but It Is bitter, and the real 
Christian does n't like It. May Qod help 
you to labor. Amen. 

DYING TESTIMONY. 

HANNAH K I N O BRiEqf,y was bom Feb, 
5th, 1799, near Manchester England. Her 
father was a devoted man, a Methodist. 
She was the,youngest of eight chUd^n, 
four of whom Uved tojbe over eighty years 
of age. She felt the drawing of the Spirit-
from very early years, Laat November, in 
class, she said it was forty-five years that 
day since Qod spoke peace to her souL 
One marked feature in her character was 
that at times of trial she was calm, appa 
rently not easily moved, bat she might be 
heard in her room telling the Lord and 
asking His help and guidance. It could 
be traly said of her she trusted not in the 
arm of the flesh, bat in the Lord. She 
Uved with ker companion forty-eight years 
and has lived a -widow twelve years. She 
enjoyed the consolations of grace in her 
long Ulness, and her last days were peace
ful and triumphant. 
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Tfaat tfae nature of man is depraved 
is seen in fais iove of sin. He cliiigs to 
vice, even wfaen fae knows it to be hurt
ful. Selfishness is a, powerfiil sin; but 
there are sins that overpower it. Men 
toil for money and spend it in gambling, 
or for strong drink, which they know 
will lead them to ruin. 

Of many common vices it cannot be 
said that tfaey are eitfaer profitable or 
pleasant, only as sin in itself ia pleasant. 
Who ever added to his earthly store by 
profanity? What appetite, except for 
pure wickedness, is gratified by cursing 
and swearing ? Yet, as far back as the 
days of Jeremiah, the frequency, as 
well as the unprofitableness of this vice, 
was noticed. Because of swearing the 
land moumeth. Jer, xxiii, 10, 

Tlie depravity of man is seen in his 
hatred of iho.se that are good. This dis
position is manifested everywhere, and 
at a very early age. Take it in a family 
of children. If there is one who, in the 
fear of God, shuns the vices that prevail, 
the others will make common cause 
against him. In an ordinary school, a 
scholar of genuine piety has but a poor 
chance for his life. In the community, 
those who are generally acknowledged 
to be the best, instead of being raised , 

to the highest position, are generaUy tfae 
objects of reproach and hatred. This 
holds good in aU stages of civilization, 
and under all forms of government. 

Pythagoras was a Grecian phUoso
pher, famed for his talents, learning and 
virtue. For a season fae was treated 
•witfa tfae most marked respect, " He 
was," says a celebrated French writer, 
M, Dacier,." regarded as the most per
fect image of God among men; his 
dwelling was named the temple of 
Ceres, and when he went to the villages, 
it was said that fae came not merely' 
to instruct, but to bless mankind, 

Wfao could faave thought but that a 
man so respected, who never did any
thing but good to society, would have 
enjoyed a tranquU old age, and a happy 
conclusion ? The last years of Pytha
goras were clouded with persecution and 
he met a tragical death," 

A young man of a rich, powerful 
family, wished to become his disciple. 
He was greatly depraved, and when 
Pythagoras found that he could not 
reform him, he dismissed him from his 
school. The young man so.ught re
venge. He circulated tfae most baseless 
calumnies against him. He repre
sented that ffae foUowers of Pythagoras 
were seditious persons who sought the 
overthrow ofthe republic. A tumult was 
excited. The house in wfaicfa Pythag
oras and his disciples were assemble 
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-was assaulted, and all but three or four 
were put to death. Pythagoras es
caped to Metapontom where, according 
to one account, he was murdered in a 
tumult, at the age of four-score. Accord
ing to another account, he died of 
starvation in the temple of tbe Muses, 
where he had fled for shelter from his 
enemies, " Strange," says the writer 
referred to, "that the man who had 
opposed so many wars, calmed so many 
seditions, and extinguished the flame of 
discord in so many families, should 
perish in a tumult raised against him
self. He was pursued from city to city, 
and the greater part of his disciples 
were involved in the same ruin,". 

Aristides was one of the bravest and 
most successful of the Athenian gen
erals, one ofthe wisest of her statesmen, 
and the most virtuous of her citizens. 
Yet, he was driven into exUe by a popu
lar vote. When the question was being 
decided, a voter being unacquainted 
with Aristides, personally requested him 
to write a vote for him in favor of ban
ishment He readUy complied. As he 
handed him the ballot, he asked him, 
" What harm has Aristides done tliat 
you wish him banished ?" ' • None," he 
replied, " that I ever heard o^ but I am 
tired of hearing pegple caU him THE 
JUST. 

This disposition is not confined to 
any age or any country. Everywhere 
we see that those who surpass their 
associates in excellence are, during 
their lives, the objects of envy and 
liatred. Socrates is condemned to drink 
the poison, and Hampden is ordered 
into exile. 

In our conntry onr rulers are chosen 
by the people. But it is well known 
that no man of superior abUity and -vir
tue can be elected to the highest office. 

I t must be some one whose comparative 
insignificance has shielded him from the 
arrows of envy. 

The same spirit has been manifested 
in the church in all ages. The prophets 
were a Heaven-inspired class of men. 
They were superior in purity, as well 
as in wisdom, to those about them. 
Hence they were the objects of envy. 
S t Stephen 'asks: Whieh of the 
prophets have not your fathers persecu
ted f Acts vii, 52. 

St. Paul gives as one of the marks of 
those who have the' form of godliness, 
but deny the power thereof, that tfaey 
are despisers of those that are good. 
2 Tim., iii, 3. Agood man loves good
ness in others. But the fact that the 
good are generaUy the objects of perse
cution, proves that the nature of man is 
depraved. With the pure, no quaUty 
can take the place of moral purity. If 
the nature of man was not fallen, those 
who excel in virtue would be imitated 
instead of being persecuted. Whose 
faith follow, is an injunction that those 
whohave true faith in God, have no 
hesitation to obey. The tendency to 
puU down those who excel us, instead 
of seeking to equal their excellence, 
shows beyond dispute, a laUen, de
praved nature. 

WoNDEons ANSWKE OF DEVOUT 
PBATEB AMONG THE CHBISTIAN INDI
ANS.—Oui Christian Indians are dis
tinguished by the name of " Praying 
Indians."' And when they have become 
Christians they have been favoured by 
Heaven with notable successes of their 
praying. There lived at Martha's Vine
yard a godly Indian, called WiUiam 
Lay, who was both a magistrate and a 
minister, among his countrymen. This 
man was, in the year 1690, visited with 
a rare fit of sickness, which prevaUed 
upon him so &r that he lay speechless 
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in the last conflict with death, as his 
fiiends apprehended, fer several days 
together. At length his wife, suppos
ing his end very near, desired Japhet, 
tfae pastor of tfae Indian church, to pray 
with faim ; wfao, coming to tfae house, 
could scarce perceive any life now left in 
him. However, Japhet would not pray 
at this time -without first singing a 
psalm, and particularly the eleven first 
verses ofthe eighty-eightfa psalm. Now, 
tfaey faad faardly snng two verses before 
tfae dying man began to revive and stir 
up his eyes, and move his Ups, and lift 
his hands; and then he began to sing 
with them, and quickly his voice was 
as high, if not higher, than any of theirs. 
Thus he continued singing, his faands 
lifted up, until tfaey concluded; and 
then, laying down his hands, he seemed 
again fallen into his dying posture. 
Japhet then goes to prayer, and soon 
aft;er praying -was hegun tfae sick man 
began once more to revive; and lifting 
up his hand, he got Japfaet by the hand, 
and faeld faim till prayer was ended; 
and tfaen fae immediately opened fais 
montfa in tfae praises of God, who, he 
said, " faad heard prayer on his behalf 
and graciously restored him from the 
mouth of the grave, that he might see 
His goodness in this world, and he be
Ueved would bestow life eternal upon 
him in tfae world to come." The man 
recovered, and walked abroad. Just 
about faalf a year after tfais, he feU into 
anotfaer sickness, wfaereof he died,— 
Cotton Mather, .D. D. 

PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR. 

SY MISS RHODA CLAPSADDLE. 

' 'Put on the whole armour of God; 
that ye. may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the de-vil," Eph. vi, 11. 

It is essential that we have on the 
• whole armour of Qod when we are sur
rounded by danger on every hand. 

This life is a battiefield, and we mnst 
fight'JincessBntly; therefore it will not 
do for God's children to live in stupidity 
and carnal security, sleeping as do 
others. 

Tfae enemy of your soul is laying 
many a stratagem to destroy you; and 
wUl deceive tfae very elect if possible. 
Satan is a relentiess foe, doing all in 
his power to delude men, and lead them 
to disobey God. He cares but little as 
to who prays—or how mnch time an 
individual may spend in prayer, if he 
can only keep their faeart filled with 
unbeUef, knowing that " without faitfa 
it is impossible to please God; for " he 
that cometh to God mugt believe that 
He is, and tbat He is a rewarder of 
them that diUgeutly seek Him." 

"Put on the whole armour of God." 
Let me ask you, intelligent reader, is it 
not very unwise, as well as dangerous 
to Uve in a land where you are contin
ually surrounded by enemies with no 
self-defence ? Then arm yourself with 
the " panoply Divine;" go to work for 
God in earnest You had better wear 
out than rust out. Better have your 
armour badly bruised than to have your 
soul pierced through by the flery darts 
of the enemy. 

The devU has many auxiliaries to 
carry on his work. It is often the case 
that he employs some cfaurcfa member 
to do his dirty work; to persecute the 
chUdren of God. He first robs them 
ofthe Spirit of Christ; wraps fais faeUish 
bands around their sou], takes from tfaem 
all love and reUsfa for tfae work of God, 
and gets tfaem to excuse tfaemselves 
from tfae means of grace by saying: " I 
cannot go there to meeting, because 
such and such ones, go there;" when 
in fact, they are fearfully backslid in 
heart; whUe "such and sucfa ones," are 
thoroogfaly saved in God; and thus the 
pure testimony cuts its way througfa, 
making tfaem a " terror to evU doers." 

It is very important that we have oa 
the " whole armour," not only because 
the enemies of the cross are so numer
ous ; but it is God's explicit command. 
There is nothing ironical with God. He 
means just wfaat He says. If we would 
escape the second death, and have part 
in the first resurrection, we must obey God 
irrespective of friends or foes. There
fore, "awake thou that sleepest," for 
" tfae nigfat is &r spent, tfae day is at-
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hand." Therefore, cast off the works 
of darkness, and put on the armour of 
light At once divest yourself of sin
ful deeds of every kind, far this armour 
is worn by those only who walk in the 
light 

Are there not legions professing 
religion to-day who know nothing about 
walking in the light of God, and living 
under the influence of the " Holy 
Spirit?" We admit they belong to 
some orthodox church, but whose is the 
kingdom within ? Is not Satan the sole 
proprietor ? Aad are they not led cap
tive by bim at his will ? Professing to 
claim the precious promise of Godi as 
theirs'; such are deceiving and being 
deceived. To them belong the fearful 
threatenings of the Almighty; the wrath 
of God is out against tbem. 

Oh! this is a glorious war, and we 
should pnt on the whole armour of God 
and look like men of war; and not like 
citizens of the world, for our citizen
ship is in heaven. Those who wear 
this "armour" also faave the spirit of 
Jesus. 

• » » 

QUESTIONS BY WESLEY. 

1. Has there not been a larger mea
sure of the Holy Spirit given under the 
Gospel than under the Jewish dispen
sation ? If not, in what sense was the 
" Spirit not given," before Christ was 
glorified? John -vii, 39. 

2. Was that " glory which followed 
the snfferings of Christ," I P e t i, 11, 
an external glory, or an internal, -viz. 
The glory of holiness ? 

3. Has God, anywhere in Scripture, 
commanded us more tban he has prom
ised to us ? 

4. Are the promises of God respecting 
hoUness, to be fulfiUed in this Ufe, or 
only in ihe next ? 

5. Is a Christian under any other 
' laws than those which God promises to 
write in our heart? Jer. xxxi, 31, &c. 
Heb. ui, 10. 

6. In what sense is " the righteous
ness of the law fulfiUed in those who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit?" Bom. viii, i . 

7. Is it impossible for any one in this 
Hfe to love God with all his heart, and 
mind, and strength 1 And is the Chris
tian under any law which is not fulfiUed 
in this love ? 

8. Does the soul's going out of the 
body efi'ect its purification from indweU
ing sin ? 

9. If so, is it not something else, not 
the blood of Cbrist whicb cleanseth it 
from all sin ? 

10. If His blood cleanseth us from aU 
sin, while tbe soul and body are united, 
is it not in this life ? 

11. If, when that union ceaseth, is it 
not in thi next ? And is not this too 
late? 

12. If, in the article of death, what ' 
situation is the soul in when it is neither 
in the body nor out cf it ? 

1.3. Did not S t Paul pray according 
to the will of God, wben he prayed 
that the Tfaessalonians might be " sanc
tified whoUy and be preserved," (in this 
world, not the next, unless he was pray
ing for the dead), " 'olameless in body, 
soul and spirit, unto the coming of Jesus 
Christ?" 

14. Do you sincerely desire to be 
freed from indweUing sin in this life f 

15. If you do, did not God give you 
that desire ? 

16. If so, did He not give it you to 
mock yoa, sin6e it is impossible it should 
ever be fulfiUed ? 

17. If you have not sincerity enongh 
even to desire i t are you not disputing 
about matters too high for you? 

18. Do you ever pray Qod to cleanse 
the thoughts of your heart, thatyou may 
perfectly love Him f 

19. If yoa neither desire what yon 
ask, nor believe it attainable, pray you 
not as a fool prayeth ?. 

God help thee to consider these ques
tions calmly and impartially.—Plain 
Account. 

No ONE breaks down into God's 
hands, and takes the benefit of the bank
rupt act in the atonement, but will come 
out all right, provided he gives the whole 
business into the hands of the assignee. 
Be sure his name is on the sign. 

B. POMEBOT. 
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TESTIMONY. 

BT ISAAC M. SEE. 

The testimony of tfae lips is import
ant. What the heart realizes of this 
faoly love, the lips were made to teU 
abroad. For this is tfae way God hath 
chosen to spread the triumphs of fais 
Gospel. It is fnlly seen in tfae Scrip
tures- tfaat we are his witnesses and 
that our God expects our testimony. 
The iUustrations given add weigfat A 
simple woman brings togetfaer crowds 
of people to hear Jesus—^the simple 
telling of one disciple urges another to 
come to Jesus. " The Bride " says 
"come." How does she do it? By 
crying out tbe word " come " constant
ly ? nay, but by description of what the 
Lord hath done for and in us; by de
claration that God hath fulfiUed fais 
word in us; and that he is willing to 
do the same for those we invite. Tes
timony of tbe grace of an uttermost 
salvation is always in order, and is al
ways to be expected from those enjoy
ing i t . 

1. Let it be fearlessly given. He 
-wins in this race who testifies most 
boldly to what hatfa surely been done 
in his soul. Tfae consecration was 
made witfaout regard to consequences, 
the testimony now must be launched 
out leaving the result to God. Some 
-will say, "don't be so plain," or so 
"bold," or so -'rash," or so "fast," or 
so " anti-scriptural" (according to their 
own notions.) Our bread and batter 
may be endangered by our faithfulness. 
"But StUl let ns " seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness in fulfiU
ing promises in our souls. Let the 
bread and butter go, beloved. The 
promised bread and water of The King 
is better, " He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love," 

2, Let it be lovingly given, and with
out discussion. Some will desire to 

aw you into discussion, some will 
ry things harsh, and uncharitable. 
ut let yonr story be in deepest sim-
icity, and godly sincerity. It is well 

say nothing about what any may 

call you, or the fierce assaults tbat may 
be made upon yon. Our only business, 
as witnesses, is to give out what we 
know in our souls as accordant with 
The Holy Word of God, ' Then there 
will be tbe remembrance that all to 
whom we speak need gentleness as we 
onrselves have needed i t and enjoyed 
it from our God, His gentleness hath 
made us great. It is all of love in 
God tfaat we have been guided so. God 
will use his love in us to bring other 
souls to himself 

3, But let it ie pointedly and dis
tinctly given. Let people know that 
we mean entire sanctification, as tfae 
work of The Holy Spirit with The 
Blood. Let DO creeds hinder the tes
timony, no preconceived opinions, and 
no ism-atic religion—for Presbyterian-
ism is as bad as any other " ism " when 
it hinders the clear, experimental testi
mony of The Word of God. Some of 
your communion will say you "go too 
far," and they wiU say worse, bnt let 
them say on, beholding your meekness 
and fear. Some of your own family, 
yonr very husband, yonr wife, your 
dearest one may sharply criticise—but 
take J'our own course most decidedly to 
pour out the testimony to the perfect 
work of The Lord out of a loving heart 
saved to the uttermost. 

4, Be ready to give it always, and in 
every place. We do not say tfaat you 
should give it without The Spirit Tfae 
injunction is to be " filled witfa Tfae 
Spirit" We may therefore, walk in 
readiness, when . the Lord opens the 
way, to "tell the story." And if the 
Lord has given us tfae story to tell, 
tfae church needs it much. Tell it 
therefore in the church. One denomi
nation needs it as much as another. 
Let not, therefore the fact of your be 
ing a Presbyterian or a Baptist stop 
you from the testimony because it is 
not common in your cburch. So much 
the more they need it. And the more 
they need it, the harder it may be for 
you to tell it; because, possibly, many 
will reject i t But teU the story. Bold 
to speak, clear to define tfae work scrip
turally as far as you know i t Tell it at 
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home. Subject yourself to no compro
mises. Let all at home know and feel 
the force of your Blessed Life and of 
its distinct and final ^separations from 
all things that offend, 

5, Let your person he dressed, and 
your business carried on according to 
your profession. Nothing wiU so hinder 
testimony as inconsistency. Better be 
the most singular person, better lose 
thousands of dollars, than put one ob
stacle in the way of an inquirer after 
holiness. For this is a multiplying 
grace. Each one saved to the utter
most gains others—if bis impressions 
from you are wrong his resulta are se
riously impaired, and the final scene on 
earth sadly diminished. 

But the greatest of aU our testimony 
of this grace, is—Soul union with Christ 
Jesus. Lonely fellowship with him, and 
walking in the Spirit. 

WORDLY CONFORMISTS, 

BY PBESIDENT C, O, FINNET, 

Soon after my arrival in Auburn, a 
circumstance occurred of so striking a 
character, that I must give a brief re
lation of it. My wife and myself were 
guests ofDr, Lansing, the pastor of the 
church. The church were much con
formed to the world and were accused 
by the unconverted with being leaders 
in dress, and fashion, and worldliness. 
As usual I directed my preaching to 
secure the reformation of the church, 
and get them in a moral state. One 
Sabbath I had preached, as searchingly 
as I was able, to the church, in regard 
to their attitude to tfae world, Tfae 
word took deep faold on the people. 

At tbe close of my address, I called, 
as usual, upon the pastor to pray. He 
was much impressed with the sermon 
and instead of immediately engaging in 
prayer, he made a short but very earn
est address to the church confirming 
what I had said to them. At this mo
ment a man arose in the gallery, and 
said in a very distinct and delicate 
manner: "Mr, Lansing, I do not be-
i eve that such remarks from you can 

do much good, whUe you wear a ruffled 
shirt and a gold ring, and whUe your 
wife and the ladies of your family sit, 
as they do, before the congregation, 
dressed as leaders in the fashions of 
the day." I t seemed as if this would 
kill Dr, Lansing outright. He made 
no reply but cast himself across the 
side of the pulpit and wept like a chUd. 
The congregation were almost as much 
shocked and afiected as himself. They 
almost universally dropped their heads 
upon the. seats in front of them and 
many of them wept on every side; 
with the exception of the sobs and 
sighs the house was profoundly silent. 
I waited a few moments and as Dt, 
Lansing did not move, I arose and 
offered a short prayer and dismissed 
the congregation. 

I went home with the dear, wounded 
pastor, and when aU the family were 
returned from church, he took the ring 
from his finger—it was a slender gold 
ring that could hardly attract notice— 
and said, his first Wife when upon her 
dying bed, took it from her finger, and 
placed it upon his, with a request he 
should wear it for her sake. He bad 
done so, without a thought of its being 
a stumbling-block. Of his rufiles, he 
said he had worn them from his chUd
hood, and did not think of them any 
thing improper. Indeed, he could not 
remember when be began to wear 
them. " B u t " said he, "if these 
things are an occasion of offense to any, 
I wiU not wear them." He was a 
precious, Christian man, and an excel
lent pastor. 

Almost immediately after this, the 
church were disposed to make to the 
world a public confession of their back
sliding, and want of Christian spirit. 
Accordingly a confession was drawn 
up covering the whole ground. It was 
submitted to the churcfa for their ap
proval, and then read before the con
gregation. The church arose and 
stood, many of them weeping whUe the 
confession was being read. Prom this 
point tfae work went forward with 
greatly increased power. The confes 
aion was evidently a heart work and n 
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sham; and God most graciously and 
manifestedly accepted it, and tfae 
moutfas of gainsayers were shut 

»-•-. 
A CAMP-MEETING INCIDENT. 

BY JOSEPH GOODWIN TEEBILL. 

At a camp-meeting in the West, a 
few years since, appeared a minister, a 
littie above medium height, well on to
wards two hundred pounds in weight, 
and about thirty-five years of age, Tfae 
atmospfaere of his souJ seemed to stand 
at the point df either rain or shine, or 
both—a state of mingled contentment 
and pity; contentment as to himself,pity 
for those who partook not of his own 
blessed delight And he well migfat 
feel thus, for—to use his own words— 
" Eighteen months before, he lay faint 
ing on the beach of tfae Ocean of Love, 
longing to be satisfied from its fuUness, 
when a mighty wave roUed in and car
ried faim out to sea, and fae had not yet 
returned." 

. The camp-meeting was smaU, con
sidering the number of tents, but large 
in tfae blessing of God, the salvation of 
souls, and m the members who listened 
to the Word, 

Sunday afternoon, the minister al
luded to above had been appointed to 
preach; the congregation had gatfaered 
and was waiting when he entered the 
stand. The tears were flowing freely 
down fus cheeks, and fais strong frame 
quivered with emotion as he knelt a 
moment in sUent prayer. He arose 
and gave out a hymn, which the con
gregation sung in glorious power. He 
knelt and led ia prayer somewhat as 
follows: 

" O Lord, we are here again in thy 
name. Tfais is thy. work. Thou hast 
ordained that a man, The Book, and 
the Holy Ghost should be tfae triune 
agency for this work. 0 Lord, here I 
am; here is the Book; we wait the 
Holy Ghost 0, thou wUt give it, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen." 

He arose; his voice had been so low, 
he prayer so short that the saints 
carcely knew whether to rise or not. 

Gradually from the stand to the rear of 
tfae altar they arose and took their 
seats. A faoly silence reigned around 
the stand; it spread through the con
gregation to its utmost verge. Every 
ear leaned to Usten. " Sing something 
brethren," he said. A well-meaning 
brother, but one with no sense of 
adaptation struck up, 

" How tedious and tasteless tbe hours, 
When Jesus no longer I see I" 

"Don't sing tfaat" cried a local 
preacher who had experienced perfect 
love the day before, who now led off 
with 
" His name yields the richest perfume. 

And sweeter than music his voice; 
His presence disperses my gloom. 

And makes all within me rejoice. 
I should were he always thus nigh, 

Have nothing to wish or to fear. 
No mortal so happy as I, 

My summer would last all the year." 

0, how the happy Christians sang! 
How the melody rolled throngh the for
est! It was worship, true worship. 
The poor from tfae crowded city were 
tfaere, and they sang as but few can. 

" Content with beholding his face. 
My all to his pleasure resigned. 

No changes of season or place 
•Would make any change In my mind. 

•WTiile blest witb a sense of his love, 
A palace a toy would appear: 

And prisons would palaces prove. 
If Jesas would dwell -with me there." 

The singing over, the minister read 
for fais text, "And now, 0 Fatfaeî  
glorify tbou me with thine own self, 
with the glory wfaicfa I faad witfa tfaee 
before tbe worid was." He tfaen spoke 
of tfae humiliation of Cfarist; its pur
pose, and fais glorification. At times 
fae wonld break forth in apostrophe to 
Christy with an unction and manner 
that would almost raise us to our feet. 
All felt that his was a mighty sou], 
stirred to its profoundest depths by the 
great truths of revelation. We in tum 
were stirred, quickened, as by l ie 
breath of the Almigfaty. 

At tfae close the "mourner's bench 
was full. An old; wicked, hardened 
farmer remarked, ' That is the first 
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sermon in ten years that has made me 
feel streaked.'" 

The secret of the prayer's brevity, 
the sermon's power, the blessed results 
of all, was, he did his praying hefore he 
entered the stand. 

BIBLE DISCOVERIES. 

BY AUSTIN Q. HAGEBMAN. 

This earth of ours is but a few 
thousand miles through i t and its 
circumference has been calculated 
with accuracy. Its surface has been 
traversed, and measured, and mapped 
in about every part Its seas have 
been sounded, and its mountains deeply 
mined. And yet men are always dis
covering something new upon it or in 
i t The realm of nature circumscribed 
within the limited circle of this planet is 
almost inexhaustible in its richness and 
diversity. 

The Bible is a volume of a few 
hundred pages. It has been classified 
into books, divided into chapters and 
subdivided into verses. Concordances 
have been made for it. Dictionaries 
have been minutely and exhaustively 
arranged as helps in the study- of it. 
Commentaries bave held strong and 
weak Ughts to every passage. And 
yet the dUigent student of God's word 
is ever finding new beauties and fresh 
knowledge in its treasury of truth. New 
points flash upon the mind, new excel
lencies thrill the heart. One may have 
read a verse a score of times, and have 
seen nothing particular in i t In fact it 
might have seemed more meaningless 
than many other passages. But some 
new joy or sorrow, or fresh temptation 
or mightier victory gives us a wider 
view, and deeper insight And thus 
we discover hidden riches, unexpected 
comfort and universal light in the fa
mUiar words. 

"How we grow up to the Scriptures ?" 
Said one of Christ's earnest lovers of 
His word. Yes. We do grow up to 
them. There are heights we have not 
yet reached. There are beauties for 
the soul, strong meat for the mind 

undreamed of delights for the heart hut 
we are not yet able to grasp them. 
They are there, nevertheless, and if 
we search and study, and, above all, do 
the truth, and conform to the will of 
God, we shall surely discover tfaese 
things in due time. 

The best way to make new progress 
into the " unexplored regions " of the 
Bible realms, is to lovingly obey the 
truth. If any man will do the wUl of 
God he shaii know of the doctrine. 
Search the Scriptures daUy. Examine 
one verse, or filty, or a hundred, as you 
find expedient or deem best. Let 
every man gather the manna according 
to his own eating. Let every one ex
plore as his strength permits. 

We should read the Bible with a 
purpose, A listless perusal will do 
little good, Thoae who go prospecting 
for new veins of gold are alert and wide 
awake. The scientist scans and tests, 
measures and weighs, notes and com
pares a thousand things in the natural 
world. 

If we wonld have a desire, a pure 
appetite for discovery of truth, we must 
exercise ourselves in the trnth. Then 
we shall not be lean laggards, but 
robust soldiers, brave pioneers in the 
realm of Christ's illimitable truth. If 
we would make progress in God's writ
ten revelation, as some men of science 
do in God's unwritten one, we must 
explore, investigate, and ponder pa
tiently. Above aU we must steadfastly, 
lovingly, courageously do the truth. 

— •»» 
My rule in regard to visiting, is to 

visit as much as time and health wUl 
permit I make none but pastoral visits, 
I gave my people to understand when 
I was settled, that they must never in
vite me to dine or sup when they did 
not wish to have the conversation turn 
wholly on religious subjects. This has 
saved me much time and trouble,— 
Payson. 

>-*-* 
All men who do anything must en

dure a depreciation of their efforts. It 
is the dirt which their chariot wheels 
throw up. 
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LIKE PEOPLE, LIKE PRIEST. 

BY AUSTIN Q. HAGEBMAN. 

The Propfaet Hosea, among fais strong 
utterances, has this remarkable one: 
"And there shall be Uke people, like 
priest" Now, the world has been wont 
to frame its proverb the other way, and 
to say "Uke priest Uke people," But 
this inspired form is now most conso
nant with tbe facts of the times and the 
tendencies cf average human nature. 
We are citizens ofarepublic. Weare 
a reading people. Knowledge is in
creased and wealth also. The people 
have power and, consequently, influ
ence. 

Therefore it comes to pass that the 
people have moulding, or plastic power, 
over those commissioned teachers. The 
former are in the visible majority, and it 
is easy to drift with the popular current 
It requires continuous rowing for one 
to keep headed and moving against the 
stream of worldliness that surges cease
lessly and turbulently around his 
vessel. Men are gregarious. They like 
to move in masses. None but he who 
has tried it knows tfae loneliness, and 
pain, and hardship, and heart-weariness 
that attends the standing-up alone 
against tfae adverse "multitudinous 
seas " of men. 

It may once have been true to say, 
"Uke priest Uke people," When igno
rance was held to be tfae motfaer of 
devotion, tfae clergy were chiefly the 
learned, and not seldom a part of the 
wealthy class. And so they, being few, 
could very powerfully influence the 
many by the force, and in the Une of 
mere human example, apart from the 
tmtfa they were ordained to proclaim. 
If they waxed cold in love, and grew 
worldly, of course the people would fol
low. But it is different now. The laity 
know much of science, and not a little 
of theology. They control the wealth. 
They have much worldly influence. 

In a prosperous city of Ohio, the 
Methodist church is one of the most 
prominent denominations, A member 
remarked concerning his pastor : " He's 

a good man, a good preacher, but he's 
afraid of his members," Another 
preacher returning from his conference 
remarked, in a conversation on the cars, 
" W e must conform to the prejudices of 
the people," Tfaere is reason to believe 
tfaat these are but average cases, not 
exceptional ones. 

Doubtless one of the roots of the 
difficulty lies in the ministry's permitt
ing tfaemselves to faave two masters, 
trying to please the people on the one 
hand, the Lord on the otfaer. In a 
sense not wholly Apostolic, many of the 
preachers become " the servants of all" 
in that they strive to gratify those to 
whom they minister, pleasing them in 
the ."popular" way, not in the Pauline 
way, wfaicfa is to please a man " for fais 
good to edification." Only by being a 
true servant of God can a man be a 
helpful, wise " servant of aU," " Your 
servant for JESUS' sake " is tfae migfaty, 
impelling motive tfaat moves tfae self-
denying pastor to work for, and build up 
tfaose under his care. 

The cure of the trouble Ues in a fresh 
enduement of power from on higfa, so 
tfaat tfaey shall seek to please, not men, 
but God only. Then the conforming 
influence of the people shall be effectu
ally counteracted by a higher influence. 
While looking unto Jesus, and the 
eternal truth, rather tfaan unto tfae 
cfaangefrU faces, and crude and temp
orary fancies of men, a minister of God 
wiU be the truest, mightiest, leader of 
the people, not their weak, vaciUating, 
adjustable follower, trimming to their 
whims, rebuking witb bated breath, and 
looking for gain from his quarter. 

The divinely commissioned preacher, 
wfao is wfaolly given to tfae Lord, and 
upon wfaom tfae Migfaty One hatfa set 
fais Spirit, wUl bave power over men to 
sway and lead and mould them, because 
he bas power with and from God. 
Carlyle says; that men of old were 
wont to make kings of their strongest, 
and that the name king comes from 
kennirig or cauning, and primarUy 
means one who is able, one who can do, 
and does the thing that is needed to be 
dona Christ's redeemed ones are made 
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kings, as well as priests. And those set 
to be leaders and shepherds of the flock 
of God sfaould surely be the kingliest of 
all, after tfae rule of the Lord Jesus, 
which says : " Whosoever of you will 
be chiefest sha?! be servant of all," 

"Like people, like priest," is the 
easy way—for a time. I t has few 
fightings without, however many, the 
inward fears may be. But it is not the 
true, ordinary way. The follower of 
Christ should say " come," To what 
heavenly places with Christ Jesus; to 
what noble heights of faith and love 
must he rise who can lovingly, com-
mandingly, and humbly say: "Be ye 
followers of me," But this is the part 
of true and faithful leadership. And 
how gladly the true and faithful disci
ples of Jesus follow those who, by their 
works, show that they are endued with 
power from on high, and as tfae Lord's 
annointed, have a commission from the 
King of Kings,. 

Saul feared the people and lost his 
kingship. Panl pleased not men, but 
God, and fought a good fight and gained 
a crown of glory. I t must still'-«thus. 
The people, and the masters, mnst con
form to our High Priest's way, for His 
way can never be conformed to the 
world's broad courses and facile 
modes. 

WITNESSES POR CHRIST, 

BY A, V. LEONABDSON. 

Christ was a faithful representative 
of the doctrines He taught His pure 
life. His holy conversation. His heav
enly spirit attracted the multitude 
wherever he went. He did not teach 
one thing and then practice another. 
While He was persecuted, buffeted, spit 
upon, yet none could truthfully say 
aught against him. He taught aa one 
having authority, yet not all were sub
missive to His requirements. Many 
rejected Him through unbelief, as they 
do to-day. . Yet He penitently bore 
with them, asking the Father to for
give. 

His doctrine was pure. His life was 

holy. . The sermon on the mount con
tains the substance of his teachings. 
And the vjords he spoke, and the deeds 
of kindness, love and mercy, which He 
wrought, exerted a divine influence 
among the people., His enemies could 
not point to an error in fais action, or a 
mistake in his life. Had His life been 
otherwise than pure and upright it would 
have been living out a contradiction. 

To be a witness of Christ, implies a 
great deal. 

1st That we believe tbe doctrines 
He taught. 
- 2d, 'That we surrender ourselves to 
Him in an entire consecration of sonl 
and bodies' powers. That we be adopt
ed into His family. That- we be made 
pure through His own precious blood, 
and thus we are made like Him in the 
" Spirit of our mind." " Made par
takers of His divine nature." The fruit 
of all this is to be like Him in our lives. 
We believe if our hearts be right with 
God, our Uves (in a sense) will run par
allel with His life. His righteousness. 
Purify the fountain and the stream that 
issues therefrom will be pure. He who 
talks loudly of Ao/ineis, of the "fotm-
tain opened for sin and uncleanness,'' 
and yet has not the fruits of this blessed 
experience — the keeping, sustaining 
power that makes his life as straight as 
the commandments of God, ts deluded. 
Think you this soul is a witness for 
Christ ? He who loves the pleasures 
and fashions of this world more than 
Christ and souls, think you he is a 
witness for him ? 

He who manifests, a bad spirit under 
provocation, think you he is a witness 
for Christ? He that is called upon to 
spend a little time, or money, for the 
advancement of his kingdom, and, does 
it not williagly, think you heis witness
ing for Christ? 

Let us, then, be careful to follow our 
great teacher in doctrine, in life. Live 
as he lived, for the benefit of our fellow 
men; die his death, and in eternity 
share kis eternal glory. 

They are the most highly descended 
who are born from above. 
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CONVERSION OF PRESIDENT 
FINNEY. 

I was very proud without knowingit. 
I faad supposed tfaat I faad not much 
regard for tfae opinions of others. I 
had, in fact, been quite singular in at
tending prayer-meetings, and in the 
degree of attontion I had paid to relig
ion whUe in Adams. In this respect I 
had been so singular as to lead the 
church at times to tfaink I must be an 
anxious enquirer. But I found, when I 
came to face the question, that I was 
very unwUling to have any one know 
tfaat I was seeking tfae salvation of my 
soul. Wfaen I prayed lonly wfaispered 
my prayer, after having stopped the 
key-hole to the door, lest some one 
should discover I was engaged in 
prayer. 

* * * * 
North of the -vUlage, and over a hill, 

lay a piece of woods, in wfaicfa I was in 
the almost daily habit of walking more 
or less, wfaen it was pleasant weather. 
Instead of going to the office I turned 
and bent my course toward the woods, 
feeling I must be alone, and away from 
all hum^n eyes and ears, so that I could 
pour out my prayer to God. 

But still my pride must show itself 
As I went over the faiU it occurred to 
me that some one might ee me and 
suppose tiiat I was going over the hill to 
pray. Yet, probably tfaere was not a 
person on eartfa tfaat would faave sus
pected such a thing, faad fae seen me 
going. But so great was my pride, and 
so much was I oppressed with the fear 
of man, that I recollect that I skulked 
along under tfae fence tiU I got so far 
ont of sight tbat no one from the vUlage 
could see me. I then penetrated into 
the woods, I should think a quarter ofa 
mUe, went over on the otfaer side of the 
faUl and found a place where some large 
trees had fallen across each other, leav
ing an open place between. There I 
saw 1 cuuld make a kind of closet I 
crept into the place and knelt down for 
pmyer. As 1 turned to go up into the 
woods, I recoUect to faave said: " I 
wiU give my heart to God, or I wiU 

never come down from there." I rec
oUect repeating this as I went up : " I 
wiU give my heart to God before I 
ever come down again." 

But when I attempted to pray I 
found my heart would not pray. I faad 
supposed if I could only be where I 
could speak aloud, without being over
heard, I could pray freely. But lo! 
when I came to try, I was dumb; that 
is, I had nothing to ?ay to God; or at 
least I conld say but a few words, and 
those without heart In attempting to 
pray I could hear a rustling in the 
leaves, as I tfaought and would stop 
and look up to see if some body were 
not coming. This I did several times. 

The tfaought was pressing me of the 
rasfaness of my promise, that I would 
give my heart to God that day or die 
in the attempt It seemed to 'me as if 
tfaat was binding on my sonl; and yet 
I was going to break my vow. A 
great sinking and discouragement came 
over me, and I felt too weak to stand 
upon my kntsi.-s. • 

Jast at tfais moment I again thought 
I heard some one approacfa me. and I 
opened my eyes to see wfaetfaer it were 
so. But rigfat there tfae revelation of 
my -pride of faeart, as the great diffi
culty, that stood in my way, was dis
tinctly shown to me. An overwhelming 
sense of my wickedness in being 
ashamed to have a human being see 
me on my knees before God, took sucfa 
a powerful possession of me; that I 
cried at the top of my voice, and ex
claimed that I would not leave that 
place if all the men on earth and aU the 
devils in bell surrounded me. 

" What! " I said, •' such a degraded 
sinner as I am, on my knees confessing 
my sins to the great and holy God; 
and ashamed to have any human be
ing, and a sinner Uke myself, find me 
on my knees endeavoring to make ray 
peace with my offended God! " The 
sin appeared awful, infinite. It broke 
me down before tfie Lord. 

* * * * 
That seemed to settie the question 

that I could then, that day, perform my 
vow. The Spirit seemed to lay stresg 
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upon that idea in the text—" When 
you search for me with aU yonr heart" 
The question of when, tfaat is of the 
present time, seemed to fall heavily in
to my heart. I told the Lord that I 
shonld take him at his word; that he 
conld not lie ; and that therefore I was 
sure fae heard my prayer, and that he 
" would be found of me." 

« * * * 
I continued thus to pray, and to re

ceive and appropriate promises for a 
loî g time, I know ^not how long, I 
prayed till my mind became so full 
that before I was aware of it, I was on 
my feet and tripping up the ascent to
ward the road. Tfae question of my 
being converted, bad not so much as 
arisen to my thought; but as I went 
up, brushing through the leaves and 
bushes, I recoUect saying with great 
emphasis, " If I am ever converted, I 
will preach the Gospel," 

« * * * 
I walked quietly toward the vUlage; 

and so perfectly quiet was my mind 
that it seemed as if all natnre lessened. 
I had gone into the woods immediately 
after an early breakfast; and when I 
returned to the viUage„I found it was 
dinner time. Yet I had beep wholly 
unconscious of the time that had 
passed; it appeared to me that I had 
been gone from the vUlage but a short 
time. 

* * * * 
After dinner we were engaged in re

moving our books and furniture to an
other office. We were very busy in 
this and had but little conversation all 
the afternoon. My mind, however, re
mained in a profoundly tranquU state. 
There was a great sweetness and ten
derness in my thought and feelings. 
Everything appeared to be going right, 
and nothing seemed to ruffle or disturb 
me in the least * * * By eve
ning we got the books and fumiture 
adjusted; and I made up, in an open 
fire-place, a good fire, hoping to spend 
the evening alone. Just at dark, 
Squire W , seeing that everything 
was adjusted, bade me good-niglit and 
went to his home. I had accompanied I 

him to the door, and as I closed the 
door, and turned around, my heart 
seemed to be liquid wiihin me. AU 
my feelings seemed to rise and flow 
out; and the utterance of my heart 
was, " I want to pour my whole soal 
out to God," The rising of my soul 
was so great that I rushed into the 
room bacli.of the front office, to pray. 

There was no fire, and no ligiit, in 
the room ; nevertheless it appeared to 
me as if it were perfectly light As I 
went in afld shut the door after me, it 
seemed to me as if I mel the Lord 
Jesus Christ face to face It did not 
occur to me then, nor did it for some 
time afterward, that it was wholly a 
mental state. On the contrary, it 
seemed to me that I saw him as I 
could see any other man. He said 
nothing, but looked at me in such a 
manner as to break me righl down at 
his feet, I have always since regarded 
this as a most remarkable state of 
mind; for it seemed to me a reality, 
that he stood before me, and I fell 
down at his feet and poured out my 
soul to him, I wept almost like a 
child and made such confessions as I 
could with my choked utterance. It 
seemed to me that I bathed his feet 
with my tears; and yet I had no dis
tinct impression that I touched him, 
that I recollect I must have contin
ued in this state a good while; but my 
mind was too much absorbed with the 
interview to recollect anj thing that I 
said. But I know, as soon as my 
mind became calm enongh to break off 
from the interview, I returned to the 
front office and fijund that the fire I had 
made of large wood was nearly burned 
out. But as I turned and was aboat 
to take a seat by the fire, I received a 
mighty baptism of the H0I7 Ghost 
Without any experience of i t without 
ever having the thought in my mind 
that there was any such thing for me, 
without any recollection that I had 
ever heard the thing mentioned by any 
person in the world, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon me in a manner tjSil 
seemed to go through nie, body ancl 
soul, I could feel the impression, Uke 
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a wave of electricity, going through and 
through me. Indeed, it seemed to 
come in waves and waves of liquid 
love ; for I could not express it in any 
other way. It seemed like the very 
breath of God. I can recollect dis
tinctly that it seemed to fan me, lUie 
an immense wing. 

Nu words can express the wonderful 
love tbat was sfaed abroad in my heart 
I wept aloud with joy and love j and I 
do not know but I should say, I liter
ally belowed out the unutterable gush
ing of my heart These waves^came 
over me, and over me, and over me. 
one after the other, until 1 recoUect I 
cried out, " I shall die if these waves 
continue to pass over me," I said, 
"Lord I can not bear any more;" yet 
1 had no fear of death, 

« * * * 
•When I awoke in the morning the 

snn had risen, and was pouring a clear 
light into my room. Words can not 
express the impression that this sun
light made upon me. Instantly the 
baptism that I had received the night 
before, returned upon me in the same 
manner, I arose upon my knees in 
the bed and wept aloud with joy, and 
remained for some time too mucfa over
whelmed with the baptism of the Spirit 
to do anything but pour out my soul to 
God. 

* * * * 
I could now see tfaat tfae moment I 

beUeved, wfaile up in tfae woods all 
sense of guUt faad entirely dropped out 
of my mind; and from tfaat moment 
I could not feel a sense of gtult or con
demnation by any effort that I" could 
make. My sense of guUt was gone; 
my sins -were gone; and I do not 
think I felt any more sense of guUt 
than if I had never sinned.—Finney's 
Auto- Biography. 

> < > 
LIVING FAITH. 

A mark of tfae increase of the blessed 
life of Christ in the disciple is an in
crease of serenity. Agitations belong 
to earUer periods; the slender stream 
is tossed about and troubled by trivial 

impediments, frets at Uttle roaghness 
on its edges, bubbles and babbles at 
the stones in its bed, and even seems 
to foam sometimes at sudden accessions 
to its own fulness. But running on its 
way-it gathers contributions to its force. 
Gaining volume and depth it gains tran
quility. Slight hindrances are borne 
silently away before its strength, and 
it moves in majesty because its motion 
is undisturbed. So a German saint, 
describing in his diary the later results 
of a long spiritual conflict tfae final is
sue "of a slow inward struggle, borrows 
Isaiah's image, and,' says: "jNow was 
my peace Uke a river." The anxiety 
of religious beginners is of many kinds. 
There is the anxiety of crude ideas, of 
undiscipUned emotions, of morbid intro
spection, of comparison -with others, of 
fear for tbe future, and distrust of God. 
In a true, healthy growth, under the 
Divine nature of God's House, you see 
less and less of this spiritual worrying: 
In the character of Jesua Christ noth
ing is more-marvelously beautiful tfaan 
the pe ce ; and, in the things of the 
Spirit, peace comes by power. The 
more he gives ns of his life, .the more 
he gives us of bis repose. To a large 
extent this peace consists in a super 
iority to he irritations and annoyances 
of our common lot, as well as to its 
heavier sorrows. In respect to the 
former, we call it patience, -which is 
sublime, in God and in man. In the 
case of some eager, impetuous, and yet 
sensitive natures, it requires a long 
practice and ripe attainments to be pa
tient with one's self,— almost as much 
as to be submissive to God. This evil 
spirit of unrest cometh not forth except 
by prayer and fasting: but when it is 
gone, a singular loveliness is seen on 
the face of the healed soul, and yon 
confess that tbe power which, even in 
a lifetime of holy discipline, can work 
out a transfiguration so glorious, must 
be no other tfaan the power of tfae Son 
of God. 

• : • - • 

As words can never be recaUed, M can never 
speak only such as you wUl never wisfa 
to recall 
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HOW TO DESTROY FANATI
CISM. 

BY BEV. JOHN ELLISON. 

First, wfaen you discover any tenden
cy in that direction, stop everything 
and commence fighting it with all your 
might a-nd reduce everything to a dead 
level, and you will effect your purpose. 
But you wUl as really kill the work of 
God as you will fanaticism. Be careful 
tfaat you do not help the devU to destroy 
the work of the Lord. This is what tlie 
destroyer intended you to do. But 
there is a better way. One way to 
keep a wagon from tipping over is not 
to run i t The better way is to drive 
on level ground. You can keep a ves
sel from capsizing by never leaving the 
harbor. The better way is to have it 
well ballasted. If your wagon rattles 
don't tear it to pieces, but put on a load. 
If your plow clatters among the stones 
on the surface, and the handles hit you 
in the ribs, dont stop and whip the team, 
bnt get somebody to ride the beam, , If 
you are troubled with wUd-fire, it shows 
a lack of the real fire. If this is the 
case, don't put out what you have got 
but kindle up the real flre on God's 
altar, and the church will be full of 
Ught; and fox-fire wiU all disappear. 
Then, when the inhabitants of Zion 
shout, they will shout from the rocks 
and sing from the tops of the mountains. 
Glory to God I But prevention is bet
ter than cure, A wound can never be 
so healed but what it will leave a scar. 
Never let your meeting run without a 
head. Do not let the ship drift until it 
strikes a rock and everybody becomes 
so excited that they do not know what 
to do, and then whip the churoh for it, 
A Uttle turn of the helm saves from 
many a fatal disaster. Don't think that 
the Lord is going to do everything; He 
will fill the sails, but you -will have to 
steer the ship. He vrill make vegeta 
tion grow, but He will not fence your 
farm. He will do what you cannot;' the 
rest He enables you to do. Avoid every 
belief tbat there is no pl-ain, " thus 
saith the Lord," for. Never think tbat 

notions are marks of piety, or experi
ence. A man may be ever ao good a 
person ; if he is full of notions he will 
destroy God's work. Never regard 
demonstrations as infalUble marks of 
God's power. Flood wood will float in 
very shallow water, but the stream must 
be deep for the running of logs. A 
slight breeze will make the leaves fly, 
but it will require a heavy wind to blow 
down the mighty oaks. Be careful how 
you receive the wUl of the Lord second 
handed. If you Uve near the Lord He 
wUl tell you what he wants. Never 
shout as a matter of duty ; unless it is 
the outgushing of your soul, do not 
shout I was credibly informed that 
one brother thought it was necessary lo 
shout to keep the devil off. Now, my 
dear brother, instead of empty shouting 
keeping the devU off, it is of the devil, 
and he delights in it. Keep the vessel 
under the fountain, and it God makes 
it run over it is all right, but if you tip 
the vessel it is all wrong. Never 
throw away your judgment and your 
reason to follow impressions. Never 
draw your conclusions in a storm, but 
wait until tfae storm is over, and then, 
in tbe clear sky of your soul, listen for 
the voice of God and you will be safe. 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. And I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall any man 
pluck them out of My hand," John x, 
27, 28, WhUe we show the rocks of 
fanaticism on one side of the stream, 
let us be careful and not run into the 
mud-beds of death and formalism on 
the other side. Our safely is in the 
channel. If we do this we can worship 
God with all our might mind and soul, 
witbout running wild or mad, and all the 
wilderness places wUl rejoice and be 
glad. The churoh will go forth leaning 
on the arm of her beloved, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners, and her fear wiU 
be upon tbe wicked. Her offerings will 
be pleasant unto the Lord, If the 
Spirit of the Lord is with us there will 
be much diversity. Sometime we shall 
be on the mountains of deUght; at 
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other times we shall be in the valleys 
sorrowing; often in the garden and 
Pilate's hall. But most of all around 
the cross, where flows the blood that 
bonght our guUty souls for God. Our 
actions wiU be guided by pure love of 
God. 

EXPEBIENCE. 

BY VALENTINE OLBFIELD. 

For many years of my Ufe, after be
Ueving I was in a justified state, it was 
rarely I ventured to speak a word in 
any meeting. It suited me to listen 
while otfaers witnessed to tfae wondeiful 
ways and work of God. I delight now 
to sit at the feet of Jesns, and always 
get full measure. A happy.kind of 
reUgion suits me; full of Ufe and fire, 
wbich burns the dross and aU carnality 
ont of the soul. I was of a very lively 
temperament and, when a worldling, 
tried to obtain all the pleasure I conld; 
My conversion to God did not diminish 
bnt increased my joys. I am walking 
in the light, and enjoy sweet feUowship 
with God; through the cleansing blood 
of Jesus; whether I speak or keep 
silent is no choice to me. What the 
SpUit tells me I must do. I cannot 
grieve the Holy Ghost, I never wUl. 
Experience is narrowed into the com
pass of a single verse. God forbid that 
I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I am crucified but 
live; dead, but risen; all the Lords, 
Three steps, if taken momentarUy, I 
shall be safe forever. These are out 
of self; into Christ; up to glory. The 
Spirit is plainly teaching me that these 
are the only safe steps. Nothing short 
of tfaese warrant any one a home in 
Heaven, Oh, Lord, help me! 

AU my experience, hope, and faappi-
aess, are wrapped up in one word, 
Christ How shall the experience of 
lanctiflcation be made plain ? How be 
made known and enjoyed ? Most surely 
by momentarily followmg on to know 
the Lord, The Bible language is: 
" Then shall we know if we follow on 
to know tfae Lord," Ofa, how true! 

how plain! how easy to know if we 
wUl obey. How sweet to Uve, and 
from a hungry heart breathe out iii 
sweet strains of melody: " Nearer my 
God, to thee," I am passing down and 
throngh the valley of humiliation tremb
ling. May the Lord eiilarge our borders 
nntil the world is on fire spirituaUy, for 
holiness, and the glory of God, 

»-•-• 
It is the manner of hypocrites, after 

a whUe, in a great measure to leave off 
the practice of secret prayer, W e a r e 
often taugfat tfaat tfae seeming goodness 
and piety of faypocrites is not of a last
ing and pereevering nature. It is so 
with respect to their practice ofthe duty 
of prayer in particular, and especially 
of secret prayer. They omit this duty 
and tfaeir omission of it will not be taken 
notice of by others, who know what 
profession they bave made. So that a 
regard to their own reputation doth not 
oblige them stiU to • practice i t If 
others saw how tfaey neglected it, it 
would exceedingly shock their charity 
towards them. But tfaeir neglect dotfa 
not fall nnder tfaeir observance, at least 
not under the observation of many. 
Therefore they may omit this duty, and 
still have the credit of being converted 
persons.—Edwards. 

There is no danger so imminent as 
departing from our original simplicity in 
spirit, in manner, and in our mode of 
worship. As the world is continuaUy 
changing around us, we are Uable to be 
affected oy these changes. We think, 
in many cases, that we may please well-
intentioned men better, and be more 
useful to them, by permitting many of
the more innocent forms of the world to 
enter into the cfaurcfa; wherever we 
have done so, we have infaUibly lost 
ground in tfae depth of onr reUgion and 
in its spirituality and unction. I would 
say to all, keep your doctrines and your 
disciplines, not only in your cfaurcfa 
books, and in your society rules, but 
preach the former witfaout refining upon 
tfaem—observe the latter without bend
ing it to circumstances, or impairing its 
vigor by frivolous exceptions and par
tialities.—Adam Clark. 
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—A wayfaring man stops at a tavern 
and, to beguile the time of his stay 
there, looks around for some book. He 
sees, perhaps, a newspaper, an almanac, 
and the Bible; but chooses to pore 
over either of the former in preference 
to the word of God, thisking it hardly 
possible to be amused or interested in 
that Even a Christian will sometimes 
do thus. This is as if a man should be 
introduced into an apartment, in one 
division of which were Jesus Cbrist and 
his Apostles, and in the other the most 
dissolute and frivolous company, and, 
on being invited by the Saviour to sit 
with them and enjoy their company, 
should refuse and sit himself with the 
other. Would not this be a most gross 
insult to the Saviour? And do you 
not equaUy undervalue and refuse bis 
company when you thus neglect and 
despise his holy word—through which 
he converses with you and invites you 
near to himself—and choose some fool 
ish production instead of it?"—Payson. 

—Preaching is the grand ordinance 
which God has instituted to save men's 
souls, and to build them up in their 
most holy faith. Christ preached in 
the cities of Judea, The Apostles 
were preachers of the Gospel, " How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feel of them that bring glad tidings of 
good things, that publish peace." Paul 
says itia the power of God, God saves 
" by the foolishness of preaching." He 
boasts that in one city he baptized but 
two adults; " for," Christ says he " sent 
me not to baptize, but to preach the 
Gospel." We must magnify preach
ing, % It is God's power in earthern 
vessels, more honored than aU other in
struments^—more than sacraments and 
prayers. " The foolishness of God is 
wiser than man, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than man," 

Success in preaching Christ crucified 
is the proof of our caU—of our apostle
ship—of the divine validity of our 
ministry. It is the great practical argu
ment against all who deny it or call it 
in question: If we save souls we are 
true successors of Christ and the apos
tles.— Olin. 

FULL SALVATION, 

BY MBS, E, 0, BKESE, 

God has done much for me through 
the instrumentality of Brother Armen-
trout When he came to Pana I was 
in a state of skepticism. Not definite, 
I had never dared utter it—but inas
much as all persons are either skep
tics or believers, I was a skeptic, I 
knew I was in darkness and error, but 
I knew not how to find the truth as it 
is in Chr'ist Jesus, Ordinary preach
ing and ordinary church-going put me 
more in the dark than ever. Persons 
out of the church, as a rule, bore as 
good fruit as those in the church, and 
some better, according to my judgment, 
which was faUible of course, 

I have -always had a fixed belief in 
God, and have recognized his hand in 
the results of actions, but I have not 
always been fixed in my belief in the 
Bible; for my soul had caught the 
echo of " Ecce Homo " 

The first sermon the good Brother 
preached was principally on the sub
ject of prayer, he said, " ask for what 
you want and nothing more," I could 
understand that. Ask as a child does, 
for just what you feel you want He 
said, also, there was a science in salva
tion, i caught that up. If salvation 
was a science I could master i t 1 had 
studied Butler's Analogy and Paley, 
and Moral Science, and other things,, 
that left me more in the dark than they 
found me, and I concluded now to go 
to the Bible. If it was not aU inspired, 
I thought some of it was, no doubt. 
How wonderfuUy God glorified him
self in those pages ? They seemed all 
illuminated, and standing out with 
truth, I saw the trouble was not in 
God—not in the Bible—not so much 
in the preaching and in my brothers 
and sisters, as in myself 1 worshipped 
God a littie, the devU some, and my
self a great deal I must be centered, 
rooted and grounded—must give my 
heart with all its deception, into the 
hands of One better able to take care of it 
than myself; and these thoughts led to 
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consecration, I spent two weeks and 
many tears running over my little Ust 
of worldly things, and I was ashamed 
to know, after they were all on the 
altar, tbat I had ever laid claim to 
them at all, for they were God's, and 
he was able to take everything to glo
rify himself at any moment Then I 
saw that I mnst recognize God's right 
of possession in myself—give him my 
will and let it be as his will. So, after 
a long struggle, I threw that in. Then 
I thought here's the future; I must 
Uve in a state of consecration all tfae 
time. So, in my imagination, I took 
the future up in a lump, and threw that 
in. That was all I could do, I gave 
God all, and there was nothing of me 
left I had taken a g;;."at responsibUity 
from myself and giv-'F. it to the Lord, 
It's a relief after all, I'm an agent 
now for the Lord, He gives back 
some things in trust, and says, "Oc
cupy till I come ;" and when I have 
gained the other five talents and deliv
ered up to him the ten, fae promises to 
say, " Well done good and faitfaful ser
vant thou hast been faithfal over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things, enter thon into the joy of 
thy Lord,'" 

He gives me these things to cheer 
the way—to brighten it—to keep me 
occupied, because fae loves me—not 
but that he could get along without my 
feeble service, » * * 

Then came obedience. I lived two 
days of obedience without much love 
or joy in any service. The Comforter 
had not come. 

Peter and James and John, when on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, saw a 
cloud of ligfat, and they fell on their 
faces sore afraid, and there came a 
voice from the cloud saying, " This is 
my beloved Son ; hear ye him." Inas
much as God is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever, I affirm that as 
nearly as I can understand what that 
cloud of light was, I saw it and almost 
heard the voice—and I say it reverent
ly, for I ara filled with awe akin to fear 
whenever I think of i t I saw the cloud 
of light, and it seemed brighter just 

over the pulpit (for I was in churcfa) 
and I was shouting "Glory to God" 
before I was conscious of i t Without 
any will-power of my own, my Ups 
would say those words, moved by some 
power outside of myself, but when I 
attempted words of my own I would 
be cfaecked witfa a terrible fear, and 
quicker than a flash of ligfat If every 
one in the house had felt the power it 
seems to me tbe walls would faave faU
en, and if all in Pana faad felt it, the 
earth wonld halve faeaved as in an 
earthquake, I shook with fear nearly 
the whole night, Uke a teiror-stricken 
chUd. 

Wfaatever others may think, I know 
it was not excitement I was broken 
and crushed, and never ,felt so Uttie 
like "shouting" in my life. I have 
not had a doubt since of the Divinity 
of Christ or the inspiration of the 
Word. It is a terrible thing to be in 
the hands of the Living God! I have 
written this article to give God tfae 
glory for my salvation ; to help otfaers 
that may be iri darkness as I was ;''to 
state my position, and to say publicly 
that it was through Brother Armen
tront's clear and direct teachings that 
1 was flrst led to see the light I am 
in tfae habit of taking notes of the ser
mons, and studying them for myself, 
and it is my belief that if others would 
do the same, there would be Jess mis
representation. 

4 * • 

. EXPERIENCE. 

BY MBS. N. J. PHILLIPS. 

Among my flrst recoUections of Ufe 
are those of tfae family altar, witfa 
father, mother, brothers and sisters, 
gathered around, while God's word was 
read, his praises sung, and his bless
ings upon our family, invoked in prayer. 
How much I loved to hear my father 
pray ! Even now I seem to hear him 
sing! To my ear no other voices 
Sounded so sweet in prayer and praise 
as those of my parents. We accom
panied our parents to preaching, prayer, 
and class-meetings. How vivid tfae 
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impressions made upon my mind as I 
heard God's people relating their hopes 
and fears, joys and sorrows in the serv
ice of the Lord. 

At the early age Of ten years I was 
converted, and joined the M. E. 
Church. Although not always faithful, 
yet I kept my place with God's people, 
always preferring their, society to any 
other. My views of a real experience, 
however, were by no means clear. 
" Being justified by faitb, and ha-vmg 
peace with God"—united to a regular 
attendance upon the means of grace 
seemed, at that period, to make up a 
fair Christian character. The doctrine 
of holiness was sometimes preached 
bnt never urged as necessary to sal
vation. I do not remember of hear
ing holiness spoken of as a blessing dis
tinct from justification, nor of being 
urged to seek the blessing for myself. 
When I read such Scriptures as 
" Witiiout heliness no man shaUsee the 
Lord," and " Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God." I felt 
that I needed something I did not pos
sess. I would pray to be made holy, 
but -without any well defined idea of 
how it was to be done. I inclined to 
think that I shonld grow up into that 
state, if I would be faithful in the dis
charge of duty. I knew nothing of the 
work of consecration. I was content 
with a general confession to God, but 
did not discriminate between those sins 
against him only, and those against 
him and my feUow man. I did not real
ize that while all sin must be confessed 
to God, some sins must be confessed to 
those against whom they are com
mitted,—our friends or neighbors, as 
the case might be. Thus passed years, 
during which 1 enjoyed much of the 
presence of God, often receiving 
copious blessings. My experience in 
the Divine Ufe would have rendered it 
comparatively easy for me to have at
tained the blessing of hoUness had I 
been properly instructed in the way. 
I so longed to be a Bible Christian-^ 
so hungered and thirsted after right
eousness, yet could get no farther. Now 
on the mountain top, then in the val

ley ; now sinning, then repenting and 
confessing; often renewing my vows 
only to break them iu the hour of 
temptation. Thus I continued until I 
wandered so far from God that it 
seemed I could never be reclaimed. But 
praise his mercy! His Spirit strove-
with me and induced me to make an 
effort for life. He laid his afflicting 
hand upon me, and suddenly took a 
darling boy from me. This seemed 
almost Uke a judgment for my sins and 
unfaithlulness to God, and led to rigid 
heart-searching. With strong cr'ies 
and tears 1 made my humble confession 
to God, who graciously heard, and lor 
Jesus' sake, restored me to his favor. 
I rejoiced once more in a sense of 
pardoned sin. 
Praise the Lord! " He brings the 
blind by a way they know not" 

Tne summer following this, just after 
the OU City camp-meeting, Rev. E. P. 
Hart came into our village, held several 
meetings, and preached a few clear and 
pointed sermons. Leaving us for a 
time, he returned again with his estima
ble wife, when they began the work in 
good earnest, being full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost Numbers professed just-
fication, and a few the blessing of 
hoUness. The preaching was of the 
straight kind. Evangelical repentance 
was shown to mean something—going 
down to the very depths of the soul. 
Confession to God, with confession apd 
restitution to our fellow-man, when 
wronged by us, was shown to be re
quired of us by God. How the truth 
did probe my sonl! It was as a two-
edged sword. I was convicted, and 
came to the altar as a seeker for the 
blessing of holiness. Though greatly 
strengthed and blessed, I did not then 
obtain the blessing. I thought tbis was 
because 1 lacked faith, but afterwards 
fonnd that I had a confession to make to 
one who had suffered wrong at my 
hands years before. During our late 
quarterl}- services Brother Hawkins 
gave us the word in demonstration of 
the Spirit and power. As he urged the 
necessity of heart purity, the light shone 
into my soul, and I clearly saw what I 
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must do or'forfeit all my religious en
joyment Oh! how the burden was 
rolled on my soul while at the altar 
seeking the blessing of holiness, Striv--
ing to make my consecration complete, 
earnestly desiring to meet all the nec
essary conditions, the Lord, by His 
Spirit seemed to say go, eonfess the 
wrong you did, and the blessing is yours. 
Oh ! how I agonized to be set free from 
this condition; but I could not be re
leased from it, and I promised I would 
meet it I was then blessed beyond 
power of language to describe. I shortiy 
saw, however, that while confession of 
sin in a general way, to God was 
humiliating, to confess to man was a 
cross heavier than any I had ever borne. 
Oh! what agony it brought! I saw that 
the law was holy and just I had 
sinned ; God would make no aUowance 
for i t I then saw the exceeding sinful
ness of sin. Oh! wretched woman! 
" Who shall deliver me from the body 
of. this death," The command came: 
" Sin revived, and I died." I was made 
so wilhng to do anything for full salva
tion that although crucifying to the 
flesh and spirit, I made the confession, 
and was forgiven. Bless the Lord! 
I now am free; Iknow by faith, I know 
my sins are all forgiven, all under the 
blood. Sanctified by the Holy Ghost 
1 am wholly the Lord's. I stand upon 
a higher plane in Christian experience 
than ever before. I am where " flows 
the blood tbat boagfat my guUty sonl for 
God," I have had sucfa manifestations 
of the presence and glory of God as I 
never before enjoyed, I see new 
beauty in tbe divine Ufe, aud have new 
and wonderful experiences of the Ufe 
of God in the soul that " I am lost in 
wonder, love and praise," Glory be to 
God! I am where the "glorious Lord 
is a place of broad rivers and streams " 
to my sonl. Freed now in Christ Jesus ; 
all the weights cut loose, I feel that I can 
run up the shining way, Hallelajah, 
my soul catehes new fire, I love the 
blessed Jesus, and want to do some
thing in tfae glorious work of saving 
souls, Por tfais cause I write, in hu-
inUity, my experience, trusting it may 

be owned and blessed of God, and aid 
some one who may be seeking, as I did, 
the blessing of perfect love, Olory to 
God ! Jesus saves me just now 1 
" I rise to walk in heaven's own light, 

Above the world and sin; 
With heart made pure and garments white. 

Aud Christ enthroned within." 
*"•"* 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

A friend has just sent us a bUl, with 
a krge heading, aac, from which we 
make the following extract: "First 
Grand Afternoon Concert in aid of the 
Good Samaritan Home, Sunday after
noon, March 12, at 3 o'clock. First 
Methodist Church," etc. Ou the pro
gramme we find, among a number of 
similar pieces. Serenade—Song, " 0 
Ruddier ihan the Cherry ;" Scotch Bal
lad, " Tfaere's nae room for twa;" Duett, 
"A night in Venice;" and finaUy, 
" Grand Triumphal March." Of course 
this was not designated a " sacred con
cert." They did not add to this outrage 
upon the Sabbatfa and tfae sanctuary by 
caUing it a sacred concert, or "an even
ing of song,'" etc., but simply and 
squarely announced it as a " Grand 
Afternoon Concert" We keep back 
the name of tfae city in wfaicfa tfais per
formance was published to take place, 
hoping it may yet appear there is some 
mistake in the matter. The programme 
was forwarded to us by a friend on the 
spot, who urged us to call attention to 
the perilous state of things brought on 
us by the excessive worldliness of tfae 
times. This thing was not done "in a 
corner." It transpired in the First 
Methodist Episcopal Churcfa of one of 
the largest cities in the United States. 

Perfaaps some -will think it is better 
to say nothing about such matters. That 
sort of policy has brought us to the 
shame and dishonor now upon us. We 
cannot—we dare not pursue i t We 
have seen a strong propensity to deal 
with some matters in the church, about 
alter the manner suggested to a young 
minister who visited a congregation, in 
view of being called to the pastoru,i,e 
The account was given in our columa 
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a short time since. One of the elders 
said to him, as a friend, it would be well 
for him to say nothing abont Universal
ism for there were several pew-holders 
who were inclined that way. Another 
said it would be best to avoid any re
ference to temperance, becanse they 
had two or three leading pew-holders 
who were interested in the liquor busi
ness, but contributed largely to the 
church, and it would not answer to 
offend them. So one and another spoke 
to the young man, and finding at length 
if he should regard the advice that had 
been given him, he would be con
fined to a very narrow Une of thought, 
he said to the one who had spoken to him 
last :• " Well, what had I better preach 
abont ? " After a moment's pause the 
elder replied: "Preach against the 
J ews, for they have not a friend in tbe 
place, and I reckon there is not one 
living here." This is by no means the 
case with the matter in hand. The evil 
has been long developing and is strongly 
intrenched in the chnrch and finds sympa
thy and countenance in certain quarters, 
and to a degree that is surprising. 

Think of it—a grand concert seren
ade, marches, and songs in the house of 
God, and on the holy Sabbath! "A 
Night in Venice," and "There's nae 
room for twa," on the day of the Lord, 
in one of our leading churches! To 
thns defile the sanctuary, and desecrate 
the Sabbath, indicates a state of things 
tbat should cause the deepest solicitude, 
and which should at once be exposed 
and remedied. The desecration of the 
Sabbath naturaUy follows the poUution 
of the Sanctuary. Our ctiurches are pro
fessedly dedicated to the worship o< God, 
and should t e used only for what in 
tbe true and proper sense, may be con
sidered religious purposes. All fairs, 
festivals, charades, tableaux and thea
trical performances, are alike unsuitable 
for the place of prayer, and damaging to 
those who pray. 

I t seems the proceeds of this "Grand 
Concert" were to aid the " Good Sama
ritan Home." We presume this to bave 
been an exceUent and humane institu
tion, and deserving tbe aid sought But 

the " proceeds'' of such affairs generally 
mean a very small balance, after all the 
performers have been well paid. This 
thing has been working in the church 
for many years. A thirst for show and 
sham has long prevailed, and has been 
countenanced where we would have 
least expected it. In every possible 
way, almost, encouragement has been 
given to the frivolous and dreamy ideas 
of Ufe. This state of things we think, 
has, in a measure, come from the prac
tice of teaching trath by fiction. We 
regret to see in one of the publications 
of the church, a snggestion, commenda
tory, as it seems to us, of private 
theatricals. We have here introduced 
the piece called "Blue Beard," etc. 
True, in order to make it slightly less 
offensive to the sensibilities of the 
devout and the thoughtful, it is called 
" Liitie Blue Beard," and is presented 
as an amusement for cbUdren, and at 
home. It would be well to remember 
that when we have become accustomed 
to little " Bine Beard,'" we will soon be 
able to endure the big farce called by 
that name. You may see this piece, the 
" Dramatis Personae," scene, and text 
of the play, all arranged in the March 
number of a magazine published by our 
church for the benefit of young people. 
This, to us, seems a good deal like tbe 
littie girl seeing angels, and hearing 
heavenly music in a circus, as described 
in anotber part of this same publica'tion. 
These several parts but make up a 
mournful whole. The danger of further 
estrangement is imminent We beg 
our good brethren to pause in the con
test abont episcopacy, presiding elder
ship, and the relative power of lay ety 
and clergy, and let all contending par
ties on such issues, give attention to 
that which is of vastly greater conse
quence, and unite in an effort to restore . 
to our Zion the spirituality enjoyed in 
" days of yore." A reformation must 
take place, or we will become a " bye 
word and a hissing in the earth.''! 
— Christian Standard. 

A saint of God may suffer and not j 
sin, but he cannot sin and not suffer. 
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"SHALL DIE IN YOUR SINS." 

I t is saying little to say that these 
words are intensely significant and 
emphatic. They seem to us to be, al
most beyond any other words, porten
tous and awful! "Die in your sins!" 
Dving only is in its nature appalling. 
How much more, then, is it terrific to 
diein one's own sins! It is well said 
that "the sting of death is sin." This 
being extracted, death is robbed of its 
worst horrors; indeed you might say 
more—robbed of all its real horrors. 
There remains nothing really horrible 
about it 

Tbe words—" Ye shall die in your 
sins"—^ (̂found John viii. 21-24) are 
those of Christ to certain Jews who 
would not helieve on hitn as their 
Saviour from siu. We must suppose 
that he uttered tbetn with the deepest 
emotion, feeling that tbis doom must 
be beyond all expression, awful, " If 
ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins!" Slowly, tenderly, 
sadly, yet firmly, as one who would 
fain shrink from the utterance if fae 
wisely could, but who yet mnst in 
faithfulness to men's souls give them 
the fearful warning—so he spake. He 
who was the very personification of 
gentieness and of, love—he uttered 
tliese solemn words. 

What do they mean ? 
1, Thai unbelievers shall die unpar

doned. Rejecting Christ, they can 
have no forgiveness, for " there is none 
other name under- heaven given 
amongst men whereby they can be 
saved." Of course, then, whoever dis
owns Christ must die in all his sins un
pardoned. They will go with him to 
the final judgment He cannot flee . 
from them or in any way discover theni 
from his own identity. The murderer 
might as n-ell think to separate himself 
from the deed he has done. It is a 
part of himself and cannot be other
wise. If he. could be pardoned, then 
law would look upon him as no longer 
in tbat sin ! but if not pardoned, .then 
law must forever hold iiim and his sin 
as indissolubly bound together. 

2. To die in one's sins is to die un
sanctified. His sins are in him and not 
cleansed away. They live in his 
heart; the spirit of sinning reigns un
subdued, controlUng his moral activi
ties. He dies in sin in the same sense 
thathe has lived in sin—in the spirit 
and practice of real sinning. He has 
not lived as God's obedient chUd; he 
does not die so. He has lived as God's • 
enemy. Of course his sins attend him, 
not alone in the sense of going on with 
hira to the judgment to witness against 
his guUty soul, but in the yet more ap-
palUng sense of going in faim—filling 
his heart even, wben he enters the aw
ful presence cf his God to receive for 
the deeds done in the body. Even 
then and there, he bears the spirit 
which those sins nursed and matured 
into inveterate rebellion. 

3. To die in one's sins implies that 
the body goes io the grave as the body 
ofa sinner, with all the impress of its 
lusts, and witfa all the traces of abuse 
and wrong which sin has left ineffacea-
bly there. Is it the body of a drunk
ard ? I t goes down bloated, cankered, 
rum-eaten, poisoned through and 
through—and it mnst bear those sm-
marks forever. The grave cannot wipe 
them out; the resurrection tramp will 
raise this " vile body" to " shame and 
everlasting contempt" Is it the body 
of a debauchee? The rottenness of 
his debaucheries is in it, and no regen
erating power can reach it henceforth 
forever.- He dies in his sins, and it is 
but fitting that violated physical law 
should inflict her penalty so deeply 
that the grave shall not remove it, nor 
lhe final doom of the lost reverse i t It 
is affecting to think faow tfaose sins that 
outraged physical law and left their 
impress during life on the diseased, 
polluted body, shall gd with him who 
dies in his sins as inherent parts of bis 
very nuture—living in their effects and 
results long as his body it.'self shall ex
ist ! Alas ! it is uo trivial thing to sin 
against one's body ! 

4. Much more manifestly will the 
sins of those who die in their sins pass 
over beyond death, still Uving in tfae 
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soul. All the evU tempers, all the 
sinful habitudes, all the malign passions 
—these have eaten into the very warp 
and woof of the soul, and must remain 
forever. The miserable sinner, dying 
in his sins, his sins go with him as 
parts of his own character not only, but 
constitution as well, and can by no 
power operating there be dissevered 
from his being. The heart that here 
became black in its ingratitude and 
rigid in its rebellion remains black and 
rigid there. "Sball the Ethiopian 
change his skin—the leopard his 
spots?" Neither shall they who have 
their life long accustomed themselves 
to do evil, and wrought this evil into 
the very texture of tlneir soul, find any
thing, after rejecting the Gospel, potent 
enough to reverse these habitudes and 
wash the soul into purity again. 

S I through uncounted aees "he that 
is filthy, sb-aU be filthy still." The sin
ner who has poUuted his soul with sin 
here, shall never wash out those pollu
tions there. God provided one foun
tain for the washing out of all sin and 
uncleanliness—one only ;—not another. 
It is only right that those sinners who 
thrust away God's plan and God's 
piufftred help should die in their sins, 
and eat thenceforth and forever the 
fruil of their doings. 

Is it not then a fearful thing to die 
in one's sins? Who can face such a 
doom without dismay? Much as the 
unihiiiking love sin here, is there one 
of I hem all who would enjoy the 
thought of dying in his sins and going 
with iheni and with all their physical 
aid nmral results to his eternal abode ? 

STAND FAST. 

In the last days many shall be as 
"clouds without water, carried about of 
winds," And this is one of the special 
perils of these "perilous times," The 
winds arn let loos<?, and are now per
forming ,tb(-ir awful work of tossing 
hilbt-r and thither these empty clouds. 

Hence the .instability lha,t prev-ails. 
Mt̂ n are "carried about -ĝ ith every wind 
ofdtoirine." They are not "rooted 

and grounded in love;" and have never 
"tasted that the Lord is gracious," nor 
rested their weary souls on Him ; they 
go about seeking Ihey know not what. 
They want something that wUl fill thea, 
but not going to the Divine fulness ot" 
the incarnate Word for it, they wand
ered on in sadness of spirit, vainly 
trying lo soothe their uneasy sonls whh 
every new doctrine or device ihatmeets 
tbem in the way ! AU in vain. For 
what car) Ve a substitute for God and 
His free love ? . 

Amid all this instabUity let us " stand 
fast iu the faith," Let us be "strong 
in the grace that is. in Jesus Christ."' 
Let us beware of novelties in religion. 
Let us guard against fickleness of opin-
icn and hastiness of decision, Satan 
will let loose his blasts and call np his 
storms ; let us only moore our vessels 
firmer, and keep faster hold of the 
anchor, which is sure and steadfast 
" and which entereth into th-at whioh is 
within the veil," Thus, in patience, 
phall we possess our souls, for " he that 
believeth doth notmake haste,"—H.Bo-
nar, D. D. 

PRAY ON, 

I t is easy to know the knock of a beg
gar at one's door. Low, timid, hesitating 
it seems to say: " I have no claim on 
the kindness of this house; I may be 
told I come too often ; 1 m-ay be treated 
as a troublesome and unworthy mendi
cant ; the door may be flung in my face 
by some surly servant" How different 
on his return from school, the loud knock
ing, the bounding step, the joyous rush 
of the chUd into his father's presence, 
and, as he climbs on his knee, and flings 
his arms around his neck, the bold face 
and ready tongue with which he reminds 
his father of some promised favor. 
Now, why are God's people bold? 
Glory to God in the hi.srhesl! To a 
Father in God, to an elder brother ifl 
Christ, faith conducts our steps in pray
er; therefore, in an hour of need, faith, 
bold of spirit, raises her suppUant hands 
and cries up lo God : " Oh that thon 
wouldst rend the heavens and come 
down,''—Rev. Dr. Guthrie. 
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DEVOTION, 

BY EEV. L. B, UEXNIS. 

Massinger said: "Tfae immortal 
gods, accept the meanest altars that are 
raised, by pure devotion ! " Devotion 
is a term full of meaning; its applica
tion may easily be perverted. 

Devotion may be warm or cool; 
proper or improper; it may be true or 
false. Hence the warning, to " believe 
not every spirit but try the spirits, 
whether they are of God," Every one 
should know to whom ihey make the 
consecration. The Athenians had some 
fears, when they fixed an inscription 

, "To the unknown God," The^apostle 
said, " whom, therefore, ye ignorantly 
worship." Their true devotion was 
improperly appUed, because, "Their 
foolish heart was darkened." Yet 
unfortunately, "Professing themselves 
to be wise." Another' fact rela
tive to the Athenians, yes, and strangers 
who were there, " spent their time in 
nothing but either to tell or to hear some 
new tfaing." How pecuUar the fact, 
that many in the cfaurcfa to-day bave 
the same spirit; yes, tfae same inklings 
for new tfaings-r—even more—for many 
tfafajgs tfaat are wrong. Instead of ask
mg for tfae old patfas, where is the good 
way, they constantly want sometfaing 
t;ew. Forgetting, or not knowing, 
" that Cfarist is always new," 

Their time, tfaeir talent 'heir inter
ests, and tfaeir efforts are all devoted to 
frippery, fashion, and folly. Looking 
at the maxims, customs, and habits of 
this world of iniquity, devotion to 
God is faardl}' in all tfaeir thoughts, 
" Because that when tfaey knew God 
tbey glorified faim not as God, neither 
were thankftU; but became vain in 
their imaginations," Rom. i. 21. Again, 
says the same writer: " God also gave 
them up to uncleanness, througfa the 
lasts of their own hearts, to dishonor 
their own bodies between themselves ; 
who changed the truth of God iuto a 
lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator." 
Rom. i, 24, 25. Adding in the 26th 

verse, " For this cause God gave them 
up unto vile affections." Had the Apos
tle Uved now, his language would need 
but Uttle modification. Is it not too 
true even now, in the churcfa, as weU as 
ih the world ? Seriously, who can teU 
the difference! How few are the marks 
of distinction ! All dress alike. AU 
pay equal devotion to the god of fasfaion. 
All sit down to eat and drink, and rise 
np to play. All are devoted t3 parties, 
dances, balls, theatres, and masque
rades. But to mitigate the term all, in 
the church, we will say many; yes, 
very many. Is it any wonder, that: 
"Hosannas languish on our tongues; 
and onr devotion dies.." 

While we hear of the outpourings cf 
the Divine Spirit at so many- points, 
and to snch an extent; ought we not to 
fully understand the foundation of our 
devotion ? If devotion is to dedicate 
or set apart or to yield the whole heart 
and affections to God, with reverence, 
faiih, piety, and humUity in religious 
duties, was tfaere ever a time when it 
was more requisite than now? The 
laxity in administering church rules, 
church discipUne, and church regula 
tions, are fearfully visible in almost 
every direction, and in almost every 
churcfa. 

Devotion to the world is apparent in 
spirit practice, principle and propensity. 
The excuse is, "times faave cfaanged. 
Young people must faave some amuse
ment, and it is better to faave tfaem in 
tfae churcfa, or at your faomes. Cards, 
dice, dominoes, dances and bUliards, 
must be tolerated, for the good of onr 
youth. In aU of these tfaere is devo
tion witfa a vengeance. 

In our youtfaful days, we faad amuse
ments, and tfae spirit of devotion in our 
prayer-meetings, class-meetings, private 
meetings and our public means of grace. 
Our delight was in God's house, among 
God's people, and doing God's service. 
No need of any other amusements; no 
want of any. Surely the Apostle had 
reference to some important affair when 
he said: " Remember ye not, that 
when I was with you, I told you tfaese 
tfaings ? And flow ve know what witfa,̂  



182 THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN. 

14 

holdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work; only he, who now 
lelteth, wiU let until he be taken out of 
the way. And then shall that wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall con
sume with the Spirit of his mouth, -and 
shall destroy with tbe brightness of His 
com'mg; even him, whose coming is 
after the workings of Satan, with ail 
power, and signs and lying wonders; 
and with all deceivableness of unright
eonsness in them that perish ; because 
they receive not the love of the truth 
that they might be saved," And for 
this cause God shall send ; (permit) 
them strong delusion, that ihey should 
believe a lie; that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness," 2 
Thes., ii, 5, 12. Middleton meant 
much when he said: " A wise man likes 
that best that is itself; not that which 
only seems, though it look fairer," 
Another has said: Election is an act 
of wiU, not voice," Pure, sincere, hon
est and earnest devotion, gives fervency 
in feeUngs, anxiety in interest, and hap
piness in experience, 

Latimer informs us that S t Anthony 
made a long trip to see a devout hum
ble, holy cobbler, who lived in Alexan
dria, that he learned was more perfect 
than was Anthony, The cobbler an
swered him in a few words, "Sir," 
said the cobbler, " my life is but simple, 
and slender. In the morning,' when 1 
rise, I piay for the whole city wherein 
I dwell, but especially for all my neigh
bors, and poor Iriends, I keep me from 
all falsehood, for I hate nothing so much 
as I do deeeitfulness. When I make 
any man a promise, I keep i t and per
form it truly. I try to teach my wife 
and children lo fear and love God. This 
is the sum of my simple life." 

The true spirit ol devotion has in it a 
sweetness, richness, beauty and benefit 
it is hard to comprehend or appreciate. 
These words, so full of meaning, once 
fell from the lips of Bishop Hamlia : 
" 1 would rather be Brainard, wrapped 
in my bearskin, and spitting blood upon 
the snow, tfaan to be Gabriel." May 

heaven grant us all the true spirit of 
devotion. 

Kethburg, Illinois. 

LIVING THE TRUTH. 

The one truth you live is worth a 
great deal more than the twenty truths 
you only profess to believe. FideUty 
to objective trulh has its uses; bnt 
nothing can take the place of the living 
truth, the experienced verily, the soul-
iransforming word of God. You are 
ready to kill other people for infidelity 
lo the truth; are you willing to die a 
little in your self-will for any truth of 
Jesus ? You can see the lurking athe
ism in your brother's sermons; can you 
see in yourself tbe lurking hostiUty to 
God's peace? No creeds, no public 
professions, no solemn rites, are any
thing to you wiihout the clean heart aad 
tho pure spirit except they be helps to 
these actual fruits of religion. If they 
are ends, woe to you; for you have 
mistaken the altar for the sacrifice, and 
the confession of sin for true faith in 
Jesus. 

Live the trutfa. Begin to-morrow 
with something you understand, with 
the near and demonstrable facts of re
ligion, and live them. For instance: 
You believe in the power of prayer. 
Pray, then. You tell us it can perform 
wonders. Show us these wonders in 
your own life. Get close to the throne, 
live there, and that life will shine 
through you. You attach much import
ance to right faith. So do we : but the 
best kind of faith is thai which comes 
out of a man in words seasoned with 
grace, in deeds clethed in righteousness. 
The blessed end of right beUeving is 
right living; do not be satisfied when a 
man can say his catechism without falt
ering; lead him on to Uve his catechism 
withoul stumbling. And do not dispar
age, any more, such choice fruits as 
common honesty, truth-telling and good 
neighborhoods. They are all truths of 
life that are worth everythiug as proofe 
that the kingdom of God is indeed 
among men.—Methodist. 
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PRACTICAL HOLINESS. 

To be holy, is to have tfae mind tfaat 
was in Christ In order to have this 
we mustbe sanctified or cleansed, not 
only from our actual transgressions, but 
from original sin, wbich is our temper 
and self-love. On these two roots grow 
all the sins we ever committed. Our 
affections must be purified and turned 
back into their original channel where 
God designed them to fiow. Our self-
wUl and self-love must be given to God, 
and we must lake his will and his love 
in return. Then sliaU our "eye be 
single, and our whole body be full of 
light." Then wUl the Holy Spirit wit
ness indeed with our spirit that we are 
born of God, and Jesus is in us of a 
truth. 

What is the object of our sanctiflca
tion? Not merely our own salvation 
and happiness, but that we may be liv
ing witnesses of lhe written and preached 
word that Jesus is the Christ, and that 
he not only came to pardon, but to save 
ns from our sins. In bearing testimony 
I think we are liable to fall into the 
foUowing errors: We speak too much 
of ourselves. We are to hold up Christ 
to the world, and not onrselves. And 
if at any time we feel called upon to 
say that he has sanctified us or cleansed 
ns from sin, I think we ought to explain 
ourselves. The world seems to look 
upon all our errors in judgment and the 
moral defects of our character, as sin; 
so, therefore, when we tell theni weare 
cleansed from sin, they look upon us as 
being decei%'ed and deceiving others. 
The world needs more instruction on 
this point Some think they are perfect 
in judgment To one who is naturally 
set in his own way this is an easy snare 
lo fal! into. Sin has so crippled our 
natures that we can be perfect in noth
ing but love'and submission. Some 
think this is the height Of Christian ex
perience, from which they can never 
tail, and the}' rejoice more in their good
ness tfaan in their graces. The Bible 
tells us, "let him that thinketh he stand
eth, take heed lest he feU". Now it 
seems to me that this is only a more 

thorough preparation of the ground to 
insure a more perfect crop, and we are 
to patientiy cultivate all the graces of 
the Spirit, and bring forth fruit to per
fection, 
- Another error is, to follow every im

pression of the mind as from the Holy 
Spirit The Spirit and Word always 
agree. We need to study lhe Bible a 
great deal, and use aU other helps t" 
inform our judgment so that we may 
always act consistently with an enlight
ened judgment We should always 
examine our motives before we speak or 
act, and if there is one particle of self 
in ihem, the impression is from a wrong 
source. We must learn to have our 
words few and well chosen. If we 
would lead a holy and useful Ufe, we 
must " keep the door of ourlips," for "he 
that offendeth not in word, the same is 
a perfect man." We are to do Christ's 
will and keep his commandments, as he 
did his Father's wUl and kept his com
mandments. 

The written word then must be our 
law, and its precepts our delight We 
must "come out from the world and be 
separate, a^d be a pecuUar people, zeal
ous of good works. 

Christ never testified of himself. He 
says : " The works that I do, they bear 
witness of me." -Let us learn a lesson 
here, and instead of telling of our good
ness, let our works praise us. He always 
gave God all the glory. He says: 
" The Fatfaer that dweUeth in me, fae 
doetfa tfae works." Our emotional feel
ings and impressions should have but 
Uttle to do as a guide of action. We • 
are lo live by faith and keep his com
mandments, and accept such feelings as 
he sees fit to give; believing that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God. To all who would live 
holy lives we would recommend the 
twelfth chapter of Romans, the thir
teenth of Corinthians, and the twelfth 
of Hebrews, together with Christ's 
Sermon on the Mount, as particularly 
calculated lo help them live in the right 
way. May the day not be far distant 
when this doctrine shall be belter under
stood and more generaUy embraced! 
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I ''ll 
1: 

EDITOBIAL. ^ 
FORSAKING ALL. 

Repeatedly is the warning given you, 
Let no man deceive you. Mat, xxiv, 4, 
Mark xiii, 5. Eph. v, 6, No matter what 
is his learning, or piety, if he teaches yoa 
contrary to the plain, evident teachings of 
the word of Qod, you repeive Euch teach
ing at the peril of \our soul. Many are 
deceived. There was a time when the 
Spirit applied the word with power to 
their hearts. But some, in whom they had 
confidence, persuaded them that obedience 
was not necessary. How few insist upon the 
conditions of discipleship aa laid down by 
our Saviour! Many explain them away. 
Fearful is the responsibility of making 
void tbe words of Christ! 

So.-likevnsc, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
my disciple. Luke xiv, 33, This, some say, 
was meant only for the first preachers of 
the gospel. Never were hopes of Heaven 
built on a more baseless assumption, 
Christ appUes these words to all who at 
that time, or ever afterwards, proposed to 
become his disciples. The context fixes 
this, beyond dispute, Thia discourse was 
addressed—not to the twelve—hut to the 
multitude. And there went great multi
tudes with h im: and he tumed and said 
unto them: If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life, also, he camiot be my dis-
riple And whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after me, he cannot be my 
disriple. Luke xiv, 25-37, What more gen
eral term can you find than " whosoever t" 
If there is any, it is the phrase if any man. 
This is a universal term. It admits of no 
exception. If yon limit this condition of 
salvation to the first preachers of the gos
pel, you must limit the offers of salvation 
to them. For nowhere is the ofTer of sal
vation made in more general terms. Look, 
then, honestly and fairly at this condition 
of discipleship. See what it means, 

1, Ton must forsake all sin. It will not 
do to hold on to any sin, however pleasing 

or profitable it may be. He that covereth 
his sins shall not prosper : hut whoso con
fesseth and forsaketh them shall liave mercy. 
Prov. xxviii, 13. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous ' man his 
thoughts, and let him retum unto Vie Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him, and 
to our Ood, for he wUl abundantly pardon. 
Isa. Iv, 7. These passages are to the point. 
We caunot go into particulars. But any
thing which the word of God calls sin you 
must fqrsake. If all the preachers and 
churches tell you there is no harm in it, 
do not let them deceive you. If pride ia a 
sin, you must forsake it. If the word of 
God says:' Be not conformed to the world, 
then you cannot be a disciple of Christ and 
adorn yourself in " gold and pearls, and 
costly array." If the use of tobacco is a 
" filthiness of the flesh," then let it be 
abandoned. If " coveteousness, which is 
idolatry," is a sin, then mnst you, in reali
ty, renounce the world. 

2. Tou must forsake wicked associa
tions. The greater their talent and refine
ment,, the more dangerons they ai-e. It 
may cost you a straggle, but if you would 
save yonr soul, yoa must take your stand 
firmly with Jesua, Tbere must be no 
compromise. There can be no holding on 
to the friendship of the wo'ld, and at the 
aame time living in the favor of God, 
Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate. 3 Cor, vi, 17, And have no,fd-
lowship with the unfruitful works of dark
ness, but rather reprove them. Eph. v, 11, 
Then if yoa are a Mason, you must forsake 
Masonry, If your associations are of the 
world, you muat renounce tbem. 

3, Ton must forsake your property in 
the sense ol̂  feeling that it is all your 
own. It must be consecrated to God and 
held at His disposal. Ton must look npon 
yourself as Hia steward. Any draft that 
he makes upon you must be honored. 
" Neither aaid any of them, that aught of 
the thinga which he possessed, was his 
own." Acts iv, 33. 

Tou call yourself a disciple of Christ. 
Are you one in reality ? Ton certainly are 
not, unless you meet the conditions of dis
cipleship. Do you meet them 1 Do you. 
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in any proper sense, forsake all that you 
have? Do you,, in reality, forsake any
thing? Do you not delude yourself by 
thinking that you follow Christ,- when, in 
reality, you are following your own incli
nation, and the prevailing"fashion ? Ia 
Christ yonr master, or the world your 
maeter ? 'When they come in confiict, do 
you not obey the world ? Then be de 
ceived no longer. Own the truth. Ton 
are not a disciple of Christ. You belong 
to anotlier school. 

Do not hesitate in the least to comply, to 
the fullest extent,-vrith the conditions of 
Discipleship as laid down by Clirist. 
Heaven is worth all yoar pains. Yon ex
pect toget there; but O, conaent to see 
the folly of " climbing np some otner 
way !" Yoa will wake up to yoar mia-
take when it is too late. You lind already 
that bondage to the world is a galling 
Bervitnrle; bnt take it upon you and you 
will find that Christ's yoke is easy, and his 
burden is light. 

Depend upon it, that a religion that in
volves no crosses—no self-deniala, that 
allows you to be vain, aelf-conceited, 
prond, worldly, will leave yon a poor, loat, 
rained aoal,toall etemity. AWAKE THOU 
THAT SI-EEPEST. AND ARISE PROM T H E 

DEAD, AND C H R I S T S H A U , GIVE T H E E 

LIGHT. E p h . V, 1 4 . 

* * > 
GOING BACK. 

What saints there would be, if all who 
receive the saving grace of Qod were to go 
on, walking in the light and claiming all 
that God has for them ! Bat many who 
follow the Savioar for a aeason, go back. 
Some forsake him entirely, and no longer 
claim to be his followers. From that time 
many of hie disriples went back, and walked 
no more with him. John vi, 66. Others, 
while retaining his name, go to the world 
for their rules of conduct, for their enjoy
ment, and for their assistance. They atill 
profess a general fealty to the Bible, but 
they make no efibrt to obey it, either in its 
plain, literal meaning, or as it haa been 
applied to them by the Spirit. 'Where the 
Word of God points one way and the pre

vailing custom the other, cnstom is fol
lowed. The conacience becomea Beared 
until many approve of what they once, in 
the light of God'a Spirit and word, fully 
condemned. They give their money and 
their influence to practicea which they 
once saw were as evidently contrary to the 
Bible as stealing. 

Is auch a coarse aafe? Oar Savionr 
says: " Yet a little while is the light with 
you. Walk while ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon you; for he that 
walketh in daikneaa knoweth not whither 
he goeth. While ye have the light believe 
in the light that ye may be the children of 
the light." John xii, Sa-'ifi. By the light, 
here, ia evidently meant something more 
than the written word. For that we have 
always. Doea not oar Savioar plainly 
teach that a refusal to walk in the light 
brings darkness npon the soul ? Light can 
be kept only by being used. If you will 
not walk in the light, you will soon get 
where you -will not believe in the light. 
At first you will pat it away from your 
mind. Then you. will reason against it. 
Soon it will leave yon; darkneaa will come 
npon yoa, and you will call it light, " Be
cauae thoa sayest, I am rich and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that tbou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind and 
naked," Rev, 3,17. Is not thia your con
dition ? Do you not feel entirely aatisfied 
with your spiritnal state? When the 
candle of the Lord ahone in upon your sonl, 
yoa saw that there were many imperfec
tions from which you might be delivered, 
much of self remained that ought to be 
crucified, so much more grace in reserve 
for yoa, that what yoa had seemed as noth
ing in comparison. Bnt now self is 
indulged to the fulleat extent that yonr 
circumstances will permit; you feel of
fended with any one who anggeats the 
poasibility of your having more of the 
presence of God, yon are filled with self- . 
complacency, and the absence of the con
victions which yon have succeeded in 
banishing from yonr soul, you call peace. 
Toa are in a fearful state, and the worst 
of all is yon do not know it. You pity 
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those who follow the Lord fully, as being 
deluded while you, yoaraelf, are under the 
greatest delusion. You call yourself a 
child of Qod, but ypu do not the worka of 
Qod. " Know ye not that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
aervanta ye are to whom ye obey ; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? Rom. vi, 16. 

A SALVATION SCHOOL. 

We started onr school at Chili, as we 
firmly belive, W Divine direction. There 
were two ends in -view. First to give the 
youth of both sexes the opportunity to 
acquire a good education, where they can 
be encouraged to become Bible Christians, 
and where tbey will not be led into the 
pride and vs.nity, and extravagance of the 
day. In this respect our highest anticipa
tions have been more than realized. From 
the first, a deep religions inflaence haa pre
vailed, which is constantly increasing. 
.There is no spirit of compromise. But 
there is, on the whole, a fuller consecra
tion to God, and a greater deadness to the 
world now than at any former time,-in our 
school. The most of the students enjoying 
religion. Our meetings are aeasons of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord. 

Another object we have in view ia, to give 
those of but little means an opportunity to 
acquire an education by their own efforts. 
For thia purpose a farm was purchased 
and is carried on in connection with the 
school. In consequence of the failure of 
others to do their duty, we have had a 
heavy debt upon tbe farm to carry. By 
the almost miraculous help of God, we 
have been able to meet tho interest, 
amounting to about three dollars a day, 
and to assist many in acquiring an educa
tion who otherwise woald not have been 
able to enjoy these advantages. The past 
year we have thus assisted twenty-two 
young men and women. Of course we 
coald do more in thia way if we were not 
crippled by debt. But we are doing the 
best we cm. Here is a great field of use
fulness for some one who has the means 
to pay for the farm, and the heart to run it 
for Qod. 

To complete the addition to our build
ing, and to pay for what has already been 
done, we need four thousand dollars. It ie 
sometimes discouraging to see those who 
sympathize with our objects give thou
sands for pride—and give us only encour
aging words. But^our trnst is in God. If 
he lays it upon your heart to help us in 
this work, do not confer with fiesU and 
blood, but act up to your convictions. 

The Lord has raised us up teachers, 
thoroughly competent, wholly conaecrated 
to Him-who, teach—aa true miniaters of 
Jesus Christ preach—not to make money, 
but to serve God, In a pecuniary aenae 
they might do much better elaewhere, bat 
they are here to do the will of Christ, 

But here is a work to be done fbr Qod, 
in wbich many can have a part, " Who 
then will consecrate hia service this day 
unto the Lord ?" We have not a doubt 
but that if others would do their duty we 
ahould be relieved of the constant pressure 
which ia upon us. Take counsel of j Qod, . 
and not of the enemies of the croas of 
Chriat. Do uot, aa some have done, hold 
on to the means which you ought to use 
for thia purpose, until you lose them. 
Beware of neglects, " Cvirse ye Meroz, 
said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitter
ly the inhabitants thereof; because they 
come not to the help of the Lord, to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty." 
Judgea, V, 33. 

"SHAM REVIVALS." 

Thia article, in our last month's number, 
credited to The Southern Christian Advo
cate, waa written by Bro. T. F. Scuart, of 
Burlington, Vt., for THE EARNEST CHRIS

TIAN, and originally appeared in our col
umns. It was, like many of our articles, 
copied into other journals without credit. 
At last it came ronnd to us credited as 
above. We told our foreman that it seemed 
familiar, and we thought we had published 
it. But he looked tbrough aeveral num
bers and did not find i t ; so it was given a 
place. It is worthy of repablication, but 
we were sorry that we gave wrong credit. 
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COBBESPOjYDEJfCE. 

DYING TESTIMONY. 

NELLIE BLOSS.—In the January number 
we published a letter from her, gi-ving an 
account of her conversion, throngh read
ing T H E EARNEST CHRISTLAN. 

The Rev, G. R. Harvey, in sending ua an 
account of her death, says: " The Lord is 
at work, and your EARNEST CHRISTIAN, 
eternity alone will reveal, the good it 
does," 

Hex sister, Miss Emma Bloss, in a letter 
to Rev. Q, R, Harvey, says : " Nellie died 
on Febraary 14th, Her last words were, 
'Tea, dear Jesus, I come,' Just then, her 
happy spirit seemed to leave the body. She 
died tbe death of a Christian. I never 
saw any one as patient as sister was 
through her sickness, I do not think she 
uttered one complaint in all her suffering. 
Sometimes I would say, ' It is so hard for 
TOU to endure so much,' She would say, 
' Don't, sister; it ia the will of God, Blesa 
Hia name. He does all things well,' " 

In a letter to Mrs. M. F, La Due, Miss 
Emma Bloss says, " It seems almost too 
hard for sister to be taken from me, 
we loved each other so dearly. 
Nellie was kind, good beautiful, all 
one could ask a sister to be; yet God 
took her from me, and I have not even her 
Saviour to comfort me. Nellie was two 
years younger than I ; yet in timea of lone-
liness she had a word of cheer—never 
seemed to think of herself,bat was trying 
to do something to make others happy. 
She received several letters from persons 
in the Free Methodist Church, and they 
seemed to do her so much good, and O I I 
never saw anyone so happy as she would 
be wben she read them. I remember. 
Borne lime in June, she received a letter 
from Rev. Mr. Harvey, of Waverly, Pa. 
For some time she could say nothing, aa 
she lay on her bed, but " Praise the Lord ! 
yiory to Qod ! " After a little, ahe said, 
"Any way. Lord Jesus, bless me any way. 
Thy bleasing is good ; let it come as pleas
eth Thee;" and soon she was like one 
dead, yet so beautiful—if I could but de

scribe her face to you! Methinks the 
angels have the same look ! When she 
eame to, she looked at me and said : " Sia -
ter, dear, wont you come and give yourself 
to'Jesns ? " Mrs. LaDne, never, to the day 
qf my death, will I forget thatlook I I said 
" yes, Nellie 1 will." Said she, " Emma, 
will yon be a plain Christian, and walk in 
the narrow way; there is no room in the 
way to heaven to take anything of the 
world along." For every one that came in 
sbe had a word. Yoa will never.know 
how pleased she was when she received 
your letter, and she asked me to sit by her 
bedside and write you every word as she 
said it. I did so; and you will find it en-
dosed in this. She was nearly all day 
telling it to me, she waa ao weak. 

She often asked me to write to the 
EARNEST CHRISTIAN, after she died, and 
tell t lem she died in Jesus. Tell them 
she kept the narrow way to the end; the 
plain path. She spoke so often of T H E 
EARNEST CHRISTIAN. I nsed to hear her 
say, perhaps in the night: " God bless 
Brother Roberts and the EARNEST CHRIS
TIAN. 

Nellie died as if she was going to sleep, 
About an hour before, ahe began and saiig 
the hymn : " Safe in the arma of Jesus." 
And b ! such singing you never heard, and 
never will, till you pass over the river I 1 
ask your prayers that I may find Nellie's 
S-aviour. I thank yoa, I thank all the rest 
of the Free Methodists, who took such an 
interest in the welfare of Nellie. 

The following is the letter above re 
ferred to : 

DEAR SISTER.—Your letter was received 
yesterday. It finds me near death's door; 
but Qlory to Qod, Jesua is with me; he 
never forsakes as, bless his name. It is ao 
good to bave the Savioar take us over the 
dark river. I know I have him with me. 
Hallelujah ! It pays to go the narrow 
path. We will have many to discourage 
us, but if Qod is for us who can be against 
us? He is more than all the world beside. 
O, how happy I am 1 Dear sister in Christ, 
how my heart rejoices to think there are 
some that wUl stand true for Qod, It is 
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now aix months since I found Jesus; since 
he first blessed me. And, glory to God, do 
you think I will ever forget it ? No, never. 
Not even when I get home! He has 
blessed me many timea since. Some have 
said 1 ha-ve gone wild on the subject of 
religion, that my mind was not right, or I 
never v,iould dresa tbe way 1 did, I had 
been very proud. They seemed to feel 
sorry for me, and I am sorry to say, the 
most of tbem were professors of the re
ligion of my blessej Jesus. O, may the 
Lord bring tbem to see the harm they are 
doing in the world. 

Tell those seekers you apeak of, for me, 
that I want them, and all the pilgrims, to 
meet me in heaven. Tel! those who have 
been misled, to take no person's word aa 
their guide, but God's word, and follow its 
teachings, no matter what any one tells— 
God is to be their judge. Bless his.name, 
he is able to keep us from all harm. "Sister, 
I feel I am almost home, can almost look 
through the mist, almost hear the songs of 
the bleased ; but the best of all is, Jesus is 
with me. O, how I love him; I have no 
fears of death, Jesus takes all fear oat of 
my heart. Am so glad I ever came out ou 
the aide of t ruth; glad. I could lay off the 
things of the world and go plain for Jesus, 
Why is it so many stay away from the 
feast, and live on the husks, when the 
Father has prepared so mnch for ns ? Bless 
h-is name. He is feeding us fresh food 
every moment, I shall soon pass over to be 
with him forever. Think of it, to be with 
Jesua/or«t)er,' Meet me, won't you ? " In 
the sweet bye and bye," 

No ! no! not I, ashamed to have Qod 
blesa me in a public meeting, he has 
blessed me there, more than once, I hope 
I never was unwilling to be blessed any
where, I expect to shout louder than ever 
before when 1 get home. Tell the read
ers of the EARNEST CHRISTIAN that Jesus 
kept me true to the end, thank God. 

I hope Sister La Due you will pray for 
my sister that I leave behind me. 'She 
will need the prayers of God's cluldren, 
yet 1 feel sure God wiU save her yet, I 
can say no more, but be true to God, Tell 
the people the plain truth. May the Lord 
'bless and keep youTBelf and husband, and 

give you many soula, is the prayer of your 
sister in Christ, Yes, sister iu Christ, bless 
his name forever and ever, is the prayei 
of my hear t Good bye nntil we meet all 
at home! Qlory to Qod! Praise the 
Lord! 

RnojiA E. WiLCOX,^-My sister waa tak. 
en sick January 18, 1875. Disease, con
sumption. As she began to be confined to 
her bed, she told us her work on earth 
was done, and although the Lord gave her 
kind friends to do all they could for her, 
her apirit passed to the better land Novem
ber 18, 1875, leaving her husband and 
three children to mourn the loss of a good 
wife, and Christian mother. She was 41 
years and eleven months old at ht r deatli. 
Her first child died when it was seven 
months old, and she murmured against 
God, but in 1858 she gave her heart to 
God, and when, about five years ago, death 
came again and took a lovely daughter, 
aged fifteen, she could say with such a 
apirit of calmness and trust : '•' The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away." She 
suffered so much that we could almost 
wiah sbe could be taken home ; but sbe 
would atill whisper, " Not my will, but 
thine, O Lord, be done!" In July our dear 
mother passed away, in the same spirit. 
She said, " the Lord ia good," When 
sister began to feel the swellings of Jordan, 
she gave one more proof that her ;rust waa 
in God, Sbe looked upon the lifeless form 
of her son, who was sick but a few days. 
Still tbe same quiet spirit, and whispers. 
"All is weU, Think of this, you who are 
li\*ing without God to lean upon. Bat 
sister has gone, aud the heart that loved 
to see Qod honored, and justice done to 
othera—the heart that loved to minister to 
the wants of the good and the needy, and 
which felt so thankful for all tliat was 
done for her, beats no more. We feel sad, 
but we mourn not as those vrho have no 
hope. Our heart says: 

" Thougli to-day we're filled with, mouming, 
Mercy still is oa the throne; 

With thy amlles ol love_retuming, 
"We c m say thy will be done." 

Gowanda. 
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SARAH E . WHITAKER.—I am again left 

to mourn the loss of my dear •companion' 
Sarah Ellen Whitaker. She died Feb. 7, 
1876, in great peace. She was wholly con
secrated to Qod. Was permitted to look 
out and see her way clear through, two 
days before her departure. She saw the 
river of Jordan, described its banks, and 
said: " Jesus led her clear over, aud took 
her up on an high mountain, which ahe 
paid was heaven," and went on to talk of 
its beauties. For two days before her 
death she would aing and praiae Qod with 
•A clear, strong voice, and often exclaim : 
."Oh! how rich I am—I am all the Lord's." 
In tbe evening befcre her departure she 
sang: 

" On Jordan's stonny banks I stand;" 
with tbe chorus. . : 

" Victory ! victory over death!" Her 
victory was complete. 

• - • - • 

UTICA.—The work is going on glorious
ly here. We have been holding on for most 
fifteen weeks. It went hard for about ten 
weeks, and then we had a break. A large 
number have been clearly converted. Yes
terday sixteen joined on probation ; all of 
them men and women of middle age, tfaat 
never started in religion before. This 
morning a strong infidel came to our house 
and said he had not slept a wink all night. 
We prayed with him an hour, and he came 
through gloriously, and went away shont
ing. Praise Qod forever. 

A. N. MOORE. 

LOVE FEAST. 

PETEH STINEMAN.—I praise the Lord 

that he haa done so much for me—a poor 
sinner saved by his grace. Glory be to 
Qod for ever and ever I O my heart is so 
full of his love tbat I cannot find words to 
express his goodness. Praise his holy 
name for ever and ever I 

I was converted when about twenty 
years old. My conveiaion waa so bright and 
clear that the devil never attempted to 
make me doubt i t ; but I soon found many 
trials and temptations, and did not always 
walk in the light. I had a bard way of 
getting along. At that time I joined the 

Evangelical Association—for it was the 
best charch that I knew of. Soon after 
my conversion I read the life of Hester 
Ann Rogers. I believed in the work of 
holineas, and I read that blessed little 
book. I realized that I was not cleansed 
from all sin, but how to get , cleansed I 
was at a loss to know. In the church to 
which I belonged, and all around there, 
the living of a holy life was a strange 
thing. When I read tbe life of H. A. 
Rogers, I learned that the witness of being 
cleansed from all sin was to come in a 
blessing. When I was justified 1 was 
blessed so wonderfully tbat I thought a 
person coald not get blessed any more 
than I did. Therefore I did not ask the 
Lord to cleanse me from all sin. For 
several years I went on sinning, and repent 
ing till in August, 1864,1 went to a camp-
meeting held by the Evangelical Charch, 
in Erie Co, Ohio. There Brother Shear
man preached about it, and stated that 
he was cleansed from all sin, but I could 
not see how I would know when the Lord 
would dense me. One day I met him, and 
told him how I felt He aaid if I felt the 
need of being cleansed, I shoald consecrate 
myself to the Lord, and he would give me 
the witness. But I could not think how 
I would get it, so that the Lord would let 
me know. I went into the woods, and 
knelt down by an oak tree,^ and consecrated 
myself to the Lord. He tben answered my 
prayer. Such a cleansing power came 
over me as I had never realized before. 
The Lord gave me the evidence so clear 
that I coald not doabt it, and I realized 
that all sin was taken out. At that time 
I had a wife, and one child, that was dear 
to me. The war was going on with the 
South. Men were drafted all around. 
It appeared to me if I would not enlist in 
the army, that I would then be drafted. 
So I enlisted for one year or lesa, as the 
war was not expected to last long, left 
my little ^mi ly , went in the army, and 
was kept by t e good Lord ; but I did not 
grow in grace much. I was a young saint, 
but did not get any instruction how to live 
a holy life, and grow in grace. I did not 
make much progress in the way. In July, 
1863,1 was discharged and went home to 



140 TBE BARSEST CHRISTIAN. 

live, but my health was very poor. When 
I got home 1 was so glad that I hardly 
knew what to do. My wife would some
times commence joking, and I would laugh 
some, knowing that it was not right. Yet 
I thought a little would not hurt me. So 
little by little I gave way, not expecting to 
loae the blessing of holinesa, until it waa 
al l gone. When 1 realized I had loat it, O 
what a time I had. It was worse than 
ever before. 

I went to a camp-meeting with the in
tention of being cleansed again, and sought 
for the blessing, and was blessed some, 
but it was not the blessing of holiness. I 
knew I was justified again. 

P E T E R ZELLER.—Jesus saves me to-day. 

Praise bis name. 1 am working for him 
with gladness, and he ia doing more for me 
than I deserve. I thank the Lord that he 
selected my circuit, for me. I came ou 
my work, bat it appeared very gloomy. I 
thought of the remark that our beloved 
Superintendent Hart made, that my cir
cuit would be j ast what I made i t ; so I 
concluded that something must be done, 
but if I undertook tbe work of making a 
circuit, 1 would fail. So I told the Lord, 
l-would trust in his grace, and obey him 
and walk in all the light that he let shine 
on me, and let him make the circuit what 
he would have it be. He has undertaken 
lhe work. It is under good headway. 
Souls are being converted, tokeptics are 
troubled and are changing their minds; 
some are saved from drunkenness, and 
others are saved from the use of tobacco, 
and ladies are laying aside feathers, flow
ers, rufiles, and velvets. The Lord is atill 
at work by his Spirit, send ainners are 
thinking of their etemal welfare, and my 
sonl is wonderfully blessed. The Lord ig 
really, with his people. Glory to God in 
the highest I Amen 

G. GRARAII.—I praise God this moming 
for salvation that saves from the love of 
the world, and the pride of life. I expect 
on the resurrection morning to receive the 
crown of life. 

StouffviUe, Ont. 

EVA J . CHAPMAN.—To day finds me en

joying the {)ure and undefiled religion of 
Jesus Chriat our Saviour. Bless his holy 
name for ever. It is nearly a year since 
God for Christ sake forgave my sins; and 
since then he has kept me sweetly saved 
by strength and grace from on high. How 
I love the nan ow way 1 All the way long 
it is Jesas. 1 find new beauties in serving 
Qod every day. How he pours out the 
richest blessinga of Heaven upon my soul, 
when at bome all alone. And, oh, how i 
praise his hply name that " the blood of 
Cbrist cleanseth us from all sin." Glory to 
oar Hod on high! How 1 love tbe KAHK-
EST CHRISTIAN. 1 can't get to mebting 
very often and it is such a comfort to en
joy a love feast at home. Amen. Glory 
to God! 

MATILDA -BILAND.—I think the EARN

EST CHRISTIAN is worth a thousand times 
more then we pay for it. It is a gift of 
Uod. It helps me to renew my strength, 
and soar on wings of love and faith. 1 
praise the Lord for such a visitor, so very 
welcome and beneficial; so quickening 
and reviving. They all go out from our 
home to bless others. 1 am so glad thai 
Jeaus loves me. I am so glad that I have 
got the victory—a living, holy fire in my 
heart continually. 1 waut to meet you in 
Heaven. 

MART A. ROOT.—I can say that I am-

Btill striving in the narrow way. In my 
lonely liours 1 find Jesus precious to my 
soul. I havff many stormy billows pass
ing over my defenceless bead, bat oh how 
firmly do I find my feet placed upon the 
Rock of Ages. "Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for tbou art witb me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

Advance, Mich. 

S. M, HARDY,—My experience is this 
moment that I have [a religion to enjoy 
which haa an indwelling Christ, I love 
this holy warfare and expect to be in the 
thickest of the fight, Praiae God, oh my 
sou)! Wrights Comers, H. T. 






