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RENEW YOUR STRENGTH. 

BY BEV. B. T. EOBKETS. 

A determined start is a good start. 
This is often half the battle. Bqt -what 
is begun -with vigor must be followed 
up -svith industry, or failure results. The 
muscular energy of man or beast, no 
matter how great, must be renewed by 
rest and food, or it soon gives out.— 
Even the tireless locomotive must be 
constantly fed, or it fails to do its -work. 
The Lord alone possesses independent 
strength. God hath spoken once; twice 
have I heard this ; ihat power belongeth 
unto God.—Ps. Ixii. 11. 

A Christian lives by strength derived 
from God. The disciple hears the Mas
ter say, Without me ye can do nothing. 
—Jno.. XV. 5. He who relies upon his 
own power to conquer himself and the 
world, will certainly faiL It matters 
not how favorable may be the condi
tions, he v?ho trusts in an arm of fiesh 
is sure to be overcome. In this spirit
ual warfare the Goliaths fall, while the 
stripling, who goes forth in the name of 
tke Lord of hosts, comes off victorious. 

Even ihe youths shall faint and he 
weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fa l l ; But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength: they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run-and not he weary; and they \ 

shall walk and n'ot faint.—laa,. xl. 30,31. 
. Notice, 1st. The necessity for a re
newal of the strength. This is seen in 
the certainty of making a final failure 
without it. Young men are the repre
sentatives of natural strength. The 
glory of young men is their strength.— 
Prov. XX. 29. I have written unto you, 
young men,' because ye are strong.—1 
John ii. 14. But these, relying upon 
themselves, shall utterly fall. They 
cannot depend upon themselves. They 
run awhile, and their energy gives out. 
Elijah ate of the food prepared by an 
angel, but he could go in the strength 
of it only forty days and forty nights. 
No matter how clear and powerful your 
conversion may have been, it will not 
last unless from time to time you are. 
strengthened with might hy his Spirit- in 
the inner man.—Eph. iii. 16. You may 
have grace to establish your goings-in 
the way of the Lord, but you can never 
obtain grace to make you independent 
of the Lord. 

You need to be renewed in faith. 
"Wonderful things are taentioned in the 
Bible concerning faith. Men, through 
it, are said to have subdued kingdoms^ 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions.—Heb. xi. 
33, 34. But we sometimes impose 
upon it tasks for which it never was de
signed. My faith will not destroy either 
my free agency, or that of any other 
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p'erson. The will of another person 
cannot be forced to yield by our faith. 
But we sometimes seem to think it must. 
And because those for whom we pray, 
as we thiflk in faith, do not get convert
ed, we become discouraged, and onr 
faith fails, and we are weak. We know 
that if we ask anything according to His 
will He heareth us.—1 John v. 14. And 
when we think it is according to His 
-will that some loved one shonld be 
spared to help us in His work, and to 
carry it on when we are gone, but He 
decrees otherwise, 0 ! what dark hours 
of questioning and unbelief will follow. 
So, lest we should give out entirely, our 
foifti must be renewed. 

Of a genuine Christian experience, 
love constitates an essentfal part. For 
he. that loveth not his brother, whom he 
haih seen, how can he love Gcd whom he 
hath not seen?—1 John iv. 20. But in 
the wear and tear of everyday life, 
there is a heavy draft on love. Some 
for whom you have done most, will re
turn your kindness with ingratitude and 
injury. Love begets forbearance, and 
this invites assaults. Those who should 
be your warmest friends will say all 
manner of evil against you. There 
must be frequent renewals of your love 
to enable you to say with the Apostle, 
And I will very gladly spend and be 
spent for you; though the more abun
dantly 1 Idve you, the less I he loved.— 
2 Cor. xii. 15. 

But we cannot go into particulars. 
We need to have every grace which 
makes ns Christians renewed from time 
to time. 

The promise is reliable in evei-y par
ticular. They iheit wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength. All depends 
upon our waiting upon the Lord. THIS 
WE MUST DO IN PENITENCE. H e w h o 

sees himself wiU always see occasion 
to humble himself before God. Job 
was one of the most perfect characters 
of whom we have any account in the 
Bible. But he says to the Lord, Where
fore I abhor myself, and repent in d̂ ust 
and ashes.—Job xiii. 6. A penitent 
heart finds access to God, no matter 
how simple the form or how' plain the 
language, while the proud, who come 
with the graces of studied eloqaence, 
God beholds afar oS. The Lord is nigh 
unto them that are of a broken heart, 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
—Ps. xxxiv. 18. 

Wemustwaitwith perseverance. Thery 
must be the determination of Jacob, 
when he wrestled with the Angel. " I 
will not let tbee go, except thou bless 
me."—Gen. xxxiL 26, This kind of 
waiting God always rewards. The 
psalmist says, I waited patiently for the 
Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry.—Ps. xl. 1. Formal prayers do 
not answer the purpose. If you go to 
your closet, and hurry through yonr de
votions, you may "feel better," as far 
as feeling that you have done your duty, 
but you wUl not go away girded for the 
conflict of life, and covered with the 
.panoply divine. *Your public devotions 
may give you credit; but your secret 
devotions will bring you strength. A 
pump that is used much brings water 
quickly, and he who prays much in se
cret will not have to wait long in pub
lic before the Spirit comes. Be decided 
about the matter. Do not be put off. 
The very idea of waiting implies pa
tience in asking. You must expect the 
answer, and keep waiting until it comes. 
EUjah' kept praying and looking for rain 
until the cloud made its appearance. 
Then he knew that the answer was 
coming. 
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You must wait with firm dependence 
on Cfarist God honors his Son. Peti
tions offered in His name reach the 
throne. Many a note would be rejected 
at the Bank, were it not for tfae indors-
er's name. That makes it current. So 
the intercession of Cfarist secures a 
hearing for the poorest soul tfaat ever 
came to the Mercy Seat. 

Wait thus on the Lord and you shall 
renew your strength. Every faculty of 
your mind will be invigorated with 
energy divine. If a slow pace suits 
you, you shall walk and not faint. You 
may get tired, but exhaustion will not 
overtake you. But if you quicken your 
pace in tbe Pivine life, you shall rure 
and not be weary. Your way may be 
rough, but you will not mind it. The 
faster you go the easier you will go. If 
obstacles impede yoii, wait still upon 
tbe Lord and you shall mount up with 
wings as eagles. You can rise above all 
difficulties, and dwell in the perpetual 
sunshine of God's favor. 

A REMARKABLE DELIVER
ANCE. 

But he, passing throngh tfae midst of tbem, went 
his way.—Luke iv. 30. 

A missionary, who had been sent to 
a strange land to proclaim the Gospel of 
the kingdom of God, and who had passed 
through many hardships, and was often 
in danger of losing his life, through the 
persecutions excited against him, came 
to a place where he had often before, at 
no small risk, preached Christ cmcified. 
About fifty people, who had received 
good impressions from tfae word of God, 
assembled: and fae began fais discourse; 
and, after he had preached about thirty 
minutes, an outrageous mob surrounded 
the house, armed witfa different instru
ments of death, and breathing the most, 
sanguinary purposes. Some that were 
within shut the door; and tfae mis
sionary and his flock betook themselves 
to prayer. 

The mob assailed the house, and be

gan to hurl stones against the walls, 
windows, and roof; and in a sfaort time 
almost every tile was destroyed, and 
the roof nearly uncovered, and before 
they quit the premises they left scarcely 
one square inch of glass in the five 
windows by which the house waa 
ligfated. While this was going for
ward, a person came with a pistol to 
the window opposite to the place where 
the preacher stood, (who was then ex
horting his flock to be steady, to resign 
themselves to God, and trust in him,) 
presented it at him and snapped it, but 
it only flashed in the pan! As the 
house was a wooden building, they be
gan with crows and spades to undermine 
it, and take away its j5rincipal supports. 

The preacher tfaen addressed his little 
flock to this effect: " These outrageous 
people seek not you, but ME. If I con
tinue in this house they will soon paU 
it down, and we shall all be buried in 
the ruins. I will, therefore, in the name 
of Grod, go out td them, as you will be 
safe." He then went towards the door; 
the poor people got around him and en
treated him not to venture out, as he 
might expect to be instantly massacred. 
He went calmly forward, opened the 
door, at which a whole volley of stones 
and dirt was that instant discharged, 
but he received no damage. The peo
ple were in crowds in all the space be
fore tbe door, and fiUed the road for a 
considerable way, so that there was no 
room to pass or re-pass. As soon as 
the preacher made his appearance, the 
savages became instantly as silent and 
as still as night; he walked forward and 
they divided to tfae rigfat and to the left, 
leaving a passage of about four feet 
wide for himself and a young man who 
followed him, to walk in. He passed 
on through the whole crowd, not a soul 
of whom either lifted a hand or spoke 
one word, till fae and his companion had 
gained the uttermost skirts of the mob. 

Tfaey assembled with tfae full purpose 
to destroy the man who came to show 
them tfae way of salvation; but he,pass
ing through the midst of them, went his 
way. Was not the God of missionaries 
in this work ? 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

BY BKV. E. P. MABVIN. 

It is scarcely possible to exaggerate 
the importance of giving a thoroughly 
Christian education to our children and 
youths. If Christian culture and es
pecial efforts for their salvation are neg
lected until they have long learned to 
sm and forget God, an advantage is lost 
which nothing can compensate. We 
shall make bnt little progress, if we re
ly mainly upon proselyting adults. Our 
evangelism to be right and efficient, 
must begin with the young. 

Christian instruction should begin 
with the dawn -of existence, and pre
dominate through the whole course of 
a child's education. How then shall 
this all important instruction be im
parted ? 

1. The State -wfll not, and perhaps 
we may say, cannot impart i t 

A majority of our citizens hold that 
the true attitude of our government to
wards all religions, is that of absolute 
indifference, impartiality, or separate-
ness. "AU governments derive their 
just powers," not from God revealed in 
any religious system, but " from the con
sent of the governed." " Vox Populi, 
Vox Dei." 

Our Christian forefathers, like Wash 
ington and Witherspoon, for the sake 
of union and independence, consented 
•with our infidel forefathers, like Jeffer
son, to have but little to do witfa rehg
ion in laying the foundations of the 
State. Both of our present great po
litical parties declare themselves in favor 
of " the complete separation of church 
and State, and of a purely secular edu
cation at the expense of tax-payers." 

This theory has never been " purely " 
carried out, and perhaps it never can 
be. The State has always paid some 
special respect to Christianity. But as 
our government is the creature of the 
popular will, the increase of religious 
sects, infidels and "nothingarians" is 

• rapidly applying this theory to all the 
af&irs of State, and especially to our 
educational system. Probably the Bible 

and all distinctively Christian instruc
tion will soon be banisfaedfrom all schools 
supported by the State. 

If "moral" instruction is still im
parted, we cannot predict whether it 
will be founded on the Bible or on some 
other book. The slender use made of 
the Bible now in many of our public 
schools, exerts no appreciable influence 
on the minds and hearts of the chUdren. 
Yet the proper authorities in this State 
have repeatedly decided that the rights 
of individual conscience and the limit 
of political power absolutely forbid even 
this. Our Superintendent of Public 
Instruction has declared that an objec
tion, lodged by any patron of the school, 
must banish the Bible, prayer, hymns, 
and all Christian instruction. It is wise 
for us to open our eyes, and face these 
important facts. 

We hold that the head and heart are 
carried to the same school, and that 
moral values and ends are infinitely su
perior to natural and intellectual. We 
prize Christianity above all govern
mental theories, and the church above 
the State. If the salvation of the people 
is the supreme law of the State, we hold 
that Christian education and Ohristian 
churches should be supported rather than 
"purely secular schools." We deny 
with the authority of history, reason, and 
revelation, that a secular education alone 
diminishes immorality and crime. We 
assert that it creates more skUful knaves 
and dangerous neighbors. We deny 
that it is safe for Christian parents to 
send their children to infidel instructors 
under any circumstances. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Cfaurcfa 
faas declared that they could not see 
how religious instruction could be ex
peUed from our public schools " without 
inflicting a deadly wound upon the in
teUectual and moral life of the nation." 

Washington said, " Whatever may be 
conceded to the influence of refined ed
ucation on minds of peculiar structure, 
reason and experience both forbid us to 
expect, tfaat national morality can pre
vail iu exclusion of religious principles." 

Tfae Journal of Commerce of 1870, 
said: 
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" Wfaere the common school system 
won its chiefest laurels, and achieved 
its highest success, all scholastic learn
ing- was based upon the fundamental 
truths of religion, and the Gospel teich
ings were the only sanctions of faith 
and practice. Without the sanction of 
religion there can be no proper training 

- J • of the young in any branch of instruc-
•^•P-- tion; and the school where this is ex

cluded is a heathen nnrSery. It is all 
in vain to say that geography, arithmetic, 
grammar, history, botany, etc., may be 
taught as sciences without any neces
sary connection with religion, true or 
false; and that the baptism of faith can 
be given to all these acquirements by 
exercises in the family and at the church, 
having no mutual relation with the 
schoolroom." 

Says Horace Mann, " To render the 
cultivation of the intellectual nature 
beneficial or even safe, nay, to save it 

, from being baneful, it must be accom
panied by moral education." In con-

.firmation of this, every student of his
tory knows that the golden age of 
intellectual culture and refined civiliza 
tion in Greece and Rome, was the age 
of vilest moral corruption and greatest 
national decline. Learned rascals dif
fer from the unlearned, but they are 
the most dangerous and the least Uable 
to be caught 

Dr. Anderson declares that if a skep
tic promises to abstain from aU moral 
and religious teachings, he will " faU to 
keep fais word." A sneer, a curl of the 
lip, a sly innuendo, and especially, the 
daily example of a godless life will 

, serve to blight many a tender bud of 
faith in the youthful heart. I would 
not trust an infidel to teacfa my child 
the multiplication table. Dr. A fur
ther says: 

" With the element of Christian faith 
in head and heart, it is impossible for 
an earnest teacher to avoid giving out 
constantly religious and moral impulses 
and thought He must of necessity 
set forth his notions about God, the soul, 
conscience, the future life and Divine 
Revelation." 

We regret therefore, that the State 

cannot or will not, admit the common 
precepts and moralities of Christianity 
to its schools of learning, 

2. We next look to the family for 
this Christian culture. Parents must 
be persuaded, by all possible motives 
to do their duty. If parents were pious 
and faithfnl like Abraham, we might 
safely rest this important charge in them. 

God expects " a Godly seed " from 
His people. But two-thirds of our pa
rents are irreligious, and they will not 
" disciple " their children. Only a part 
of the " religious " third are induced by 
their pastors to pray in their families 
and impart any appreciable amount, of 
religious instruction to their children. 

Unquestionably the parent; by ap
pointment of God and in the fitness of 
things, is designed to be the chief edu
cator of the ehUd in religion and morals. 
We should open our eyes to the impor
tant fact, that but a very small portion 
of our children are getting a thorough 
education in Christianity at home. 

Home religious instruction, although 
the most divine and difficult of all, can
not at present be made to reach "the 
masses " of children and youths. We 
must adopt additional ways and means. 

We turn next to the Sabbath Scfaool, 
to wfaich so many Christians commit the 
religions, education of their children. 
However high our estimate of the work 
done by Sabbath Schools may be, the 
vastly superior efficiency of parochial 
schools may be clearly seen. The Sab
bath School gives but one lesson a week, 
whUe the parochial school gives five or 
ten. No educator would expect to give 
a child an adequate knowledge of arith
metic, grammar, or geography, by one 
lesson a week. Much less can we make 
children proficients in divine truth by 
the Sabbatfa- School. One lesson a week 
can at best afford but a mere smattering 
knowledge of those momentous truths 
wfaich are infinitely more important than 
all others within the range of human 
knowledge. Seven lessons a week are 
seven times as good as one. and seven ' 
times as apt to make a Christian. Then 
the parochial school possesses a valu
able advantage in its authority. Tfae 
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majority of Sabbath School children 
come to the recitation without any pre 
-vious study of the lesson-; the teacher 
has no authority to compel study: he 
can only coax, pet, urge and lecture. 
Often all his resources are exhausted in 
vain to " hold " the class while he re 
cites the lesson, and his words drop 
through their minds like drops of water 
throngh a sieve. The day or parochial 
school is founded in order and authority. 
Scholars are either induced by moral 
suasion, or compelled by absolute au
thority, to learn and recite their lessons. 
An education is given to the ohUd, no
lens, volens. 

Again, a day or parochial school may 
be supplied with teachers who are thor
oughly educated and trained for the 
work. In spite of our best efforts, much 
of the teaching of our Sabbath Schools 
is performed by novices—young persons 
poorly furnished with knowledge of the 
Bible, and sadly deficient in the art of 
teaching. What a manifest contrast 
then in the comparative efficiency of 
these two kinds of schools. And if all 
these advantages are regarded as im
portant and necessary in furnishing our 
chUdren with a "purely secular educa
tion," how much more so in furnishing 
a Christian education. If we really be
lieve that, 

''Beligion is the chief concern 
Of mortals here below,"^ 

let US maintain the consistency of our 
faith in the education ol our children. 
If- the Bible is a revelation from God, 
containing the greatest and most im
portant truths that the universe contains 
or eternity can reveal; let ns by all pos
sible meansgive those truths precedence 
and prominence in the whole course of a 
child's education. Any other course is 
infinitely inconsistent and infinitely per
ilous. Says Dr. Anderson of Roches
ter : " All instruction unfolding the laws 
of science, literature and history, should 
be permeated with the warmth, and light, 
and glory of the incarnate Redeemer, 
The ends of a Christian school while 
working by its own laws and limitations, 
ought not to be essentially different from 
a Christian Church." 

" If parents wish their children edu
cated in Christian principles, they must 
seek out honest Christian men to be 
their teachers." We do not wish to de
stroy or oppose the public schools of 
the State. We will cheerfully pay taxes 
to support them. 

We ask no aid from the State for our 
private schools, and we wUl oppose all 
State appropriations for other private 
schools. But w6 believe that the church 
is held responsible to God for a better 
system of education than tbe one 
adopted by the State. 

Bnt some may say "our people will 
not pay for parochial schools while they 
are taxed for public schools." W e 
reply, that if when God's professed peo
ple are made to see the transcendent 
importance of this scheme, they hesi
tate to make this paltry sacrifice, woe 
be to the hope of our evangeUzing tbe 
world or even our own land. But we 
believe that not only most of God's peo
ple, but many parents who are uncon
verted will soon be prepared to support 
Christian schools. Parents who have 
any faith whatever in divine revelation, 
it seems to us, cannot be satisfied to 
have their chUdren trained daily in 
schools tbat are but little better tban 
a respectable heathen nursery of the old 
Greek or Roman civilization. God's 
blessing can never rest upon a. system 
of education that ignores Him and His 
word. It may be said tbat " Ecclesi
astical bodies c&nnot carry on schools 
successfully." W e reply, that from Ap
ostolic times when the schools for the 
catechumens were established, to the 
present time, ecclesiastical bodies have 
established and maintained Christian 
schools with success. The Apostolic 
Church, the Romish Church, the Reform
ers, the Puritans, we may also say the 
Chiistian Church of every land and age 
but this, has provided day schools for 
the Christian instruction of the yonng.' 
The church has always carried on most 
ofthe schools of all Christendom. Near
ly all the colleges and seminaries of our 
land at the present time are more or 
less under ecclesiastical control. The 
primary schools, which are reaUy most 
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important, were relinquished into the 
hands of the State, when the State was 
expected to allow moral and religions 
instruction. 

The time has now come for the church 
to resume the important office of impart
ing daily Christian instruction to as 
many as can be gathered into faer scfaools. 
I t is our solemn duty then, to keep 
every Christian school we have, and 
make more as fast as we can. Chris
tian schools of all grades must be estab
lished for all that can be gathered into 
them, schools in which God is honored, 
and the Bible taught daily by competent 
Christians; schools pervaded with the 
atmosphere of faith, prayer, holiness and 
heaven. 

The church has no duty before her 
to-day more imperative and immediate. 
These Christian schools should be en
abled by liberal endowments to compete 
with the best secular schools, and they 
should especially receive the patronage 
of Christian people. W e conclude by 
recalling and emphatically approving the 
action of the General Assembly in 1848. 

"Resolved, That this General As
sembly, beUeving that the chUdren of 
the chnrch are a trnst committed to the 
church by the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
having confidence in the power of Chris
tian education to train them, with the 
divine blessing, 'in the way they should 
go,' do cordially recommend their con
gregations to establish primary arid other 
schools, as far as may be practicable, on 
the plans sanctioned by the last Assem
bly—of teaching the truths and duties 
of our holy religion in connection with 
the usual branches of secular leaming. 

The design of God's providential dis
pensations is seldom understood at first. 
We ought therefore, to believe, though 
we understand not; and to give our
selves up to the Divine disposal. The 
great work of faith is, to embrace those 
things which we know not now, but shaU 
know faereafter.— Wesley. 

» < » r-

He who knows Christ is able to in
struct even those that are migfaty in the 
Scriptures.— Wesley. 

EXPERIENCE. 

BY CELIA O. FIERCE. 

I have been asking Jesus to teach 
me how I could best glorify Him, prom
ising, in his strength, that every cross 
shall be borne. When I look back over 
the past, and call to mind the dealings 
of God with-me, I can but exclaim. 
What hath God wrought! A little 
more than a year since, I came to this 
place to live; my friends thought to 
die; but God had ordered otherwise— 
all,glory to his name! Consumption 
was doing its work of destruction, and, 
to all human appearance, a few short 
months - wonld close the scene. My 
cough was very distressing. Days of 
weariness and nights of restlessness 
were mine. Qb! how I longed for rest, 
and felt the rest of the grave would be 
sweet. The religion of the Bible was , 
my support The Lord of Jacob was 
my refuge. In other days I had leamed 
to trust in Jesus as my Physician, for 
body as well as soul. At times I felt 
that could I get to Him as in the past, 
I might be made whole. I knew if re
stored to health I must testify to what 
God had done. Here the enemy hin
dered me. He suggested, you wUl be 
branded as a fanatic. It is all well 
enongh to ask the blessing of God on 

^ your body, but to speak- of it publicly 
would- never do. But the Spirit held 
me to it. If I remove" diaease, wUl 
yon be a witness to my power to heal 
in this age of unbelief and infidelity? 
At times I felt that such a cross I could 
never bear; that it would be easier to 
die. If I could only have obtained re
lief from medicine I might have rested 
tfaere; but earthly remedies were of no 
avail. If Jesus did not help me, I mnst 
go speedily down to the grave. 

Oh, the long-suffering and forbearance 
of God in sparing me till I consented 
to God's way! The eleventh of De
cember, 1874, Brother King came to 
Brother Ranney's to spend the evening. 
He said to me, "There is a piece in- the 
EARNEST CHRISTIAN for -you." It was 
the obituary of one who, years ago, was 
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given up by the physicians to die, being 
in the last stages of the consumption. 
When all other help failed, the Spirit 
led him to look to Jesus, and he was 
healed. Brother K. wanted to know if 
I did not think it would be for God's 
glory to heal me. I told him that the 
people would not receive it; they would 
call it fanaticism. He thought not. 
Some time was spent by Bro. K. and 
Sister Ranney in mentioning instances 
of the power of the Lord to heal, which 
had come under their observation. Fi
nally prayer was proposed, and while 
they prayed, Jesus was present to hear; 
and 1 was enabled to consecrate myself 
anew to Christ, promising to be a faith
ful witness for him, and to spend the 
strength that I received in his service, 
and to.bear joyfully the reproach of the 
cross. Jesus accepted the^consecration. 
How near, God seemed in that hour 1 I 
felt all through my being. He doeth the 
work. What a rest I found in Jesus! 
What a quickening of soul and body 1 
I t seemed that the everlasting arms 
were all about me, imparting new life 
and strength. Oh, how I was humbled, 
to think that Jesus cared for me,—one 
so unworthy! Surely, if any one ought 
to live for God I had! My cough was 
all gone, and has not returned. Previ
ous to this I had to be carried to and 
from meeting. Now, with the strength 
that was given-, I often walked; and in 
a series of meetings that lasted aearly 
through the winter months, 1 was ont 
in all kinds of weather, without receiv
ing any injury in so doing; but rather 
gaining in strength instead. 

The past summer while visiting my 
relatives, the remark was often made, 
" We did not expect you would live till 
this time," or, " We thought that when 
Spring came you would be gone; and 
now you are looking better than you 
have in years. What did you do ?" 
And when I told them that Jesus, in 
answer to prayer, had healed me, some 
believed: others said, "It is so strange;" 
and others still counted me as a fanatic, 

h elped me to witness for him, and 
w he blessed me in so doing! 

Though the reproach that I feared came, 

it was sweet to bear it for His sake. 
He is letting the light shine on my 
heart, giving grace sufficient for my day. 
Crosses have been presented which I 
had never thought of, which none but 
God could help me bear, but he can and 
does. Praise his name forever! 

I fear, at times, that I have not had 
as much of the gladness in my heart as 
I ought to have had. The Lord is lead
ing me in a plain path. - The way looks 
very narrow, but Jesus helps me to 
walk in i t He has enabled me to die 
out to the world, to self and friends. I 
feel to-day that I am His as never be
fore. Christ is my portion here. While 
I recount his mercies he blesses ray soul. 
His promise to me is, " I wUl guide tfaee 
by my counsel, and afterwards receive 
tfaee to glory." 

Summer Hill, iV. Y. 

H A V E FAITH IN GOD. 

BY REV. JAMES MATHEWS. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ uttered this 
command, and those who profess to love 
Him may not disregard it and expect 
to prosper. Carnal reasonings and^evil 
criticisms are alike reprehensible in the 
face of this express word of the Re
deemer. 

The flippant manner in which many 
speak of Faith, especially of that real 
and lively Faith which is of the opera
tion of the Spirit of God, which is shown 
by its ready obedience to the Divine 
convictions wrought in the heart, and 
which leads to a total abandonment of 
self to the Holy Ghost, is at once shock
ing to the sensibilities of the sanctified 
soul, and indicative of blindness of mind 
—if not hardness of heart, in those who 
do so. The immediate result ahd re
ward of the exercise of heart faith in 
God, is the lifting of the entire being 
into a new life, a grand and inspired 
state of existence, blessed beyond de
scription, and made up of experiences 
which no human language can ade
quately declare. After all our reading, 
and all our singing, and all .our hearing, 
how little we know of real faith in God! 
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Now let me put into sober prose a 
hymn that is sung perhaps as much as 
any—commencing: 

" O for a faith that wiU not shrink!" 
and let us see what we have been de.-
siring, and then we may inquire whether 
we have yet seen anything which goes 
beyond i t I think the writer of this 
hymn has never been accused of fanat
icism, at least such an accusation has 
not been made public, 

" O I"—an ejaculation indicating 
strong emotion, a feeling too deep for 
adequate expression,—I want a faith so 
that when foes press me I sfaall hold 
steady to my purpose; that shonld the 
greatest possible- of earthly disasters 
come, even the " wreck of matter and 
the crash of worlds," I wiU not even trem
ble, I want, when chastened, to be 
uncomplaining ; and when most afflicted 
in body to be able to lean on God, 
When tempests rage, and I hear the 
breakers on the rocks; and know that 
there is imminent danger of speedy des
truction, I want to be able to Uluminate 
tbe gloom by my faith. When the 
world frowns on me, as it will if I take 
the narrow way, I want to be immova
ble ; and when, by its flatteries and 
specious smiles, it would woo me back 
from my allegiance to God, I want to 
pay no heed to it. I want to be so re
fined that when trouble comes like a sea, 
and lifts its waves mountain high, I shall 
rise on the shoulders of the mighty bU
lows, and by my griefs be borne nearer 
to God. When Satan, the accuser of 
the brethren, artfully lays snares for 
me, I want to be able to detect and 
conquer him. Having taken the nar
row way, I want to be able to walk in 
it to the end; and in the full flood of 
glory light to pass to my eternal home. 
In fine, I want a faith that brings heav
en down to earth, and gives me the fore 
taste of eternal felicity while walking 
here below. 

Now read the hymn again and say— 
Do yon believe that tfais is the privUege 
of the children of God? What? An 
unshrinking, courageous, trusting, shi
ning, immortal principle which never 
fears and never falters, never murmurs 

at providences, or complains at losses 
or sufferings? Yes, that is what we 
want, and have been singing about for 
years. 

Then why don't jou get i t? "Be
cause somebody told me that I needed 
love, and that had I ' all faith so as to 
remove mountains,' and had not charity, 
it would profit me nothing." Well, that 
is Scripture to be sure, but you do not 
need it quoted to you, for you have not 
been trying in vain self confidence, or 
Pharisaic self assurance, to get a gift to 
work wonders, or work miracles. If 
you are like Simon, who offered money 
for power to be able to do great things, 
then it may apply to you, Althongh 
faith in God will do these things wfaen 
they are needed, this is not the primary 
object of faith. 

When the disciples of Jesus returned 
and said, " Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name," he 
answered them, "In this rejoice not, that 
the spirits are subject-unto you; but 
rather rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven." Here we note that 
the devUs were only subject to them 
through faith; but this, which may have 
in it food on which self may grow, was 
not to be a matter of congratulation. 
The faith which assured them that tfaeir 
names were written in heaven was the 
best 

"Without faith it is impossible to 
please God." " The just shall live by 
faith." God is the life of the soul, but, 
as life in the body cannot be susta,ined 
without breath, neither can the God Ufe 
be maintained without faith. What the 
breath is to tfae life, that faith is to the 
God-life ; and he who breathes out after 
God the prayer of faith, wiU receive 
nnto himself, by inspiration, tbe power 
to " rejoice ever more, pray without 
ceasing, and in eveiy thing give thanks." 

I teU you we need faith in God, as 
much now as when our Lord uttered ̂  
these words to his disciples; and faith 
will do the same things, and as much, 
now as ever it did. Faith is never 
timid and querulous. When it sends a 
passage of Scripture, it does not hunt 
out possible reasons why it may not be 
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so, but lovingly accepts the declarations 
of marvellous things, knowing that God 
is omnipotent, Wha ta sdbHme exhi
bition of faith we have in the case of 
the Virgin Mary, who, when informed 
by the angel of the wiU of God con
cerning her, meekly answered, "Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word," I t knows 
God's voice, and says amen to his will. 

Faith in God enables men—not only 
"in everything to give thanks,"—but 
for everything. We have no sympath)' 
-with the language of unbelief, so artful
ly interpolated here, to the damage of 
the souls of many. How common it is 
to hear men, when reading this Scrip
ture, add, " not for everything, but in 
everything." This is wrong and hurt
ful. Faith receives all God's words, 
and is it not said that "all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God ?" He who can give thanks in 
every condition, wiU be able to give 
thanks for every providential dispensa
tion, whether dark or bright The best 
way out of the deep, is to praise God 
in it, and for i t We pray that God's 
will may be done in us, aud by us, and 
through us; we submit ourselves en
tirely to him, and he comes into our 
hearts to abide. If He abides with us, 
our goings are ordered; and our goings 
down into the depths will be as precious 
as is our scaring on eagle's wings. 

The Apostles are worthy examples 
of this power through faith. Read Acts 
V, 41.—"And they departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name." Also we have 
the record of the Hebrew beUevers, 
" who took joyfully the spoUing of their 
goods." Now, on the idea that we can 
only tn everything give thanka, it shonld 
be added. " knowing that they had their 
houses left or that their lives were 
spared.'" But what saith it? "knowing 
in yourselves that ye have in heaven a 
better and an enduring substance." Hal
lelujah 1 But faith triumphs when life 
is threatened. Yea, more; faith has a 
life of its own, and the man of faith 
loves not his natural life at all, in com

parison with his love for the will of God. 
0, precious faith ! Precions because it 
is of God, and leads and links the soul 
to God. Precious in itself, and precious 
in its trial. Let us " HAVE FAITH IN 
GOD." 

SANCTIFICATION^HOLINESS. 

BY BEV. L. B. DENNIS. 

How Striking the sentiment of the 
devoutly good Charles Wesley, when 
he said, " What we have felt and seen, 
with confidence'we tell." Then we hear 
the beloved disciple talk like this:— 
" That which we have seen and heard, 
declare we unto you."—1 John i. 3. 
Then we have the united remaiks of 
Peter and John, in their experience, 
" For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard."—Acts 
iv. 20. God simply demands our own 
experience. When Ananias, a devout 
man according to the law, was sent of 
God to instruct Saul of Tarsus, lan
guage like the following fell from his 
lips:-"Thou shalt be his witness unto 
all men, of what thou hast seen and 
heard."—Acts xxii. 15. 

Here we have an intimation of the 
extent of this testimony—;Ananias said, 
in vety plain terms, " unto all men." 
Then our divine Lord is so plain, posi
tive and pointed, "Afler that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you:''—an experi
mental knowledge of the facts involved. 
We are only to speak that we do know. 
Another fact is, we are to receive such 
measure, to be endued with such power, 
and to be bronght under such influence, 
that " Ye shall be witnesses unto me, 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth."—Acts i. 8. In our 
testimony there is an unusual—ah! 
more, an indescribable disposition in our 
heafts not to speak of Holiness or Sanc
tification. 

Trne we become familiarized with the 
term " conversion," or the " new birth." 
and we go so far as to say, " We love 
him, because he first loved us."—1 John 
iv. 19. And we may venture a little 
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farther, and say occasionaUy, " W e 
know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the bretbren." 
—1 John in. 14. How seldom do we 
hear the pure, the clear, the strong, the 
sweet and soul inspiring words of Paul, 
" Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification."—1 Cor. i. 30. Or, as 
John uses the expression, " W e have 
fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin."—1 John i. 7, 

The injunction of the Apostle to his 
bretbren at Corinth, was intended to 
apply in the fuUest force: " Having, 
therefore, these promises, dearly be
loved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfect
ing holiness in the fear of God,"—2 
Cor, vii. 1. When the poor convert 
said, " Please yoar Reverence, it's to 
be clean inside," that simple utterance 
means much, yes, so much ! 

PhUip Henry bears strong testimony 
in favor of sanctification, when he says, 
" Christ is the pattern, the sample, the 
exemplary cause of our sanctification. 
Holiness in ns is the copy, or transcript 
of. the faoliness that is in the Lord Je
sus." 

Mr. Wells most emphatically says, 
"Holiness excludes selfishness." Every 
person of experience is well apprised of 
that fact The anxiety after o&ce, the 
ambition for preferment, or even the 
hankering for honor, passes away as we 
become filled with all the fulness of God. 

The Apostle very modestly tells us 
how we may secnre the highest favors, 
the best blessings. He says, " By pa
tient continuance in well doing, seek 
for glory, and honor, and immortaUty— 
eternal life."—^Romans ii. 7. 

" Now unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy. To the only 
wise God, our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen."—Jude 24, 25. ' 

AN INCIDENT. 

BY JAS. MATHEWS. 

O, how great is the love of God, the 
love of Christ, the love of the Spirit! 

A subscriber to the EARNEST CHRIS
TIAN, who is a Free Mason, and an ac
tive member of a Christian church, was 
in conversation with a minister a short 
time ago, and the " Narrow way" being 
referred to, he exclaimed, " You people 
are always talking about the 'narrow 
way!' What do you mean by it ? I t 
seems to me you Eĝ e altogether too 
strait It's ' narrow way' and ' strait 
gate' all the time!" At that nioment 
his eye fell on a copy of the EARNEST 
CHRISTIAN, and, picking it up, he added, 
" See here, you have even got it on the 
cover of your magazine I That is going 
too far; there's something beside a 
' narrow way' " The minister asked 
him to read the whole of the sentence, 
and then to tell him whose words they 
were. On looking at the cover again, 
and reading the whole, he found that 
in its completeness it was: " Strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, that 
leadeth unto life." "All things whatso
ever ye would that men shonld do unto 
yoa, do ye even so unto them."—.lesus. 
The preacher then remarked tha,t B. T. 
Roberts was only the publisher of the 
book, not the originator of the mottoes, 
so that the controversy would be with 
Him whose name was attached to the 
texts. "Ah yes!" answered the gen
tleman, " I see where you are driving 
me. But I have to say that I have 
seen straitness that Jesus had nothing 
to do with. 1 have seen mes ' strain at 
a gnat and swallow a cameL'" 

The conversation was interrupted at 
this point, but the minister found food 
for very profitable reflection in the cir
cumstance. 

1. That too many divide what God 
has joined, and lose the blessing of the 
whole.. This gentleman represents a 
large class of persons, some of whom 
are to be fonnd in every religions com
munity. They get their minds on the 
duty part, and do not go far enough to 
see the privilege. I do noi know but 
we are in part to blame for this. I t ia 
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well to inquire if we have not some
times, in preaching the truth, neglected 
to present it as it is in Jesus. 0, these 
are inspiring words, "which leadeth unto 
life I" If this once takes hold of a 
man's soul, he wUl want to take the 
way, assured that He who, in the fulness 
of His mighty love, provided eternal 
life for as many as wiU come unto Him, 
has made the gate and the way both— 
the very best that could be devised. 

2. The next thought which was sug
gested by the conversation was that 
sometimes " A strait way, in which 
there is much of the human, may be 
presented for the strait way, which is 
all divine." This is a most important 
point. It is possible to present things 
to the notice of men, and press them, 
which are not necessary to the obtain
ing of salvation. God forbid that any 
attempt shonld be made to remove the 
ancient landmarks which the fathers 
have set, or to widen the gate to the 
Kingdom; but let us be just as jealous 
lest the gate be narrowed by human m-
ventions. 

The texts on the cover of the EARN
EST CHRISTIAN are happily placed, and, 
properly considered, teach an important 
lesson. They are both taken from that 
inimitable discourse of Jesus—the Ser
mon on the Mount—and though trans
posed, the latter standing before the 
former in the Sermon, yet it does not 
break the harmony at all. The first 
may be called the letter, the second the 
spirit. That is, he who would teach the 
way to God, the strait-gate aod narrow-
way religion, must do it under the in
spiration of that love to men which leads 
to do, as we would wish to have done 
to us. As an old writer quaintly and 
forcibly puts it, "Make the shoe on the 
last of God's word, and first try it on 
yovr own foot" 

It is to be feared that this is not al
ways done. The words of Jesus in all 
his discourses, even when he was the 
most severe, were always full of mercy 
and hope He rebuked the shaU-we-
call-down fire-from-heaven spirit of his 
disciples, and said, "The Son of man 
is net come to destroy men's lives, but 

to save them." And after he was glo
rified, in his message to the church of 
Ephesus, he first speaks of that which 
was cofnmendable—and there was much 
—they were righteous and strict after 
an outward manner, they had not gone 
back to vice, or conformed to the world, 
or yielded again to fleshly appetites, or 
mixed with the heathen, or heaped up 
to themselves teachers having itching 
ears; for had they done any of these 
things, He "whose eyes were as a flame 
of fire," and " out of whose mouth went 
a sharp, two-edged sword," would have 
seen it and specified i t Yet, strait as 
they were in outward observances. He 
had somewhat against them, because 
they had left their first love. Now as 
love is tbe essence of religion, their er
ror was vital. It was of the heart The 
head was correct, and it maintained its 
authority over tbe members of the body, 
keeping them in subjection, even lead
ing to correct decisions concerning oth
ers : yet tbe heart was not right The 
warmth of first love was gone. They 
were faultless in conduct, critical and 
correct in judgment, and cold and ex
acting in requirement of others—but 
the love was lacking. And, lacking 
this, the rest profited them nothing. 

And so it is to day. 0 ! to be awake 
to the fact that there may be a straitness 
which is not fhe straitness that God re 
quires! They who enter in at the strait 
gate, and walk in the narrow way, have 
eternal life. Theirs is a joyous walking, 
for Christ himself walks with thera. 

The ministers of the gospel should 
learn to know the worth of an immortal 
soul, and be as ready to use their tal
ents for the conversion of slaves and the -
ignoble as the great and opulent, and 
prize the converted slave as highly as 
the converted lord, showing no sinful 
respect of persons.— Clarke. 

It is a vast work that, every man may 
do if"he never be idle; and it is a huge 
way that a man may go in virtue if he 
never goes out of his way to a vicious 
habit or a great crime.:—Jeremy Taylor. 
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A LITTLE EXPERIENCE ON 
TOBACCO. 

BY WILLIAM FELL. 

By request I write the following. I 
was present and heard Rev. J. T. Thom
as, formerly a Lutheran minister, relate 
a little of his experience on the use of 
tobacco; and for the encour-agement of 
others who are troubled with tfae same 
complaint, these lines are penned. Some 
years ago Bro. Thomas found his waj 
among the Free Metfaodists, and, for the 
first time in his life, iieard them preach 
against the use of tobacco. He never 
thought it was wrong before: and in 
his gase thought he was justifiable in 
using it, on account of his being troub
led with falling fits from his youth up. 
Still the ligfat kept shining on his heart, 
and there was a settled con.viction on 
his mind that he onght to give it up. 
He gave np using it for a while and the 
fits returned, and he resorted to the use 
of it again. Whenever there was any 
•one present at his preaching who were 
straight and thorough, he was afraid of 
tfaem and seemed to have no liberty. 
The tobacco weighed heavUy on his 
mind, and when he would ask God to 
let the light shine on it, the Spirit would 
say, "Pu t it away." Some three years 
ago, at the Conference at Kendall, the 
subject of tobacco was brought up, and 
bis case was mentioned ; but he main
tained the position that it was right for 
bim to use it, on account of having fits, 
and in taking this stand the Spirit of 
God was grieved. Prom this time the 
light grew dim, the power of God left 
him, and fae dried aU up like a " with
ered branch." He sent a notice throngh 
the Free Methodist paper, that if any 
of the ministers needed help on their 
circuits he could assist them, but no one 
responded. Some of the brethren told 
him he had dried up, and of course that 
would not do for a Free Methodist 
preacher. For several months previous 
to his surrender he had a desperate 
struggle: he has groaned in agony, 'and 
rolled on the floor for hours, under a 
sense of guilt for using tobacco, and for 

taking the position he did at the Con
ference—in favor of its use. His con. 
science goaded him,, and tormented him, 
and he could not sleep nights. He 
would lay and writhe, and struggle, and 
the thought would come, How can I 
give it up ? I f l do, those fits wiU come 
back, and I wiU be as bad as ever; but 
the Spirit would say, " Trust God with 
your body and he wiU take care of i t " 
And so he surrendered all to God, gave 
up the filthy weed, and promised to trust 
God with his body, and the victory came, 
and his soul was filled with glory. 

This is a year ago, and he has not 
been troubled with fits since, and the 
pain that was in his back has left, and 
he says he has never enjoyed better 
health in his life. To day he rejoicesjin 
fuU salvation, and is ready to labor for 
the salvation of souls as he never has 
before. He is heartily sorry tor taking 
the stand that he did at the Kendall 
Conference, and is wUling to make all 
wrongs right. In conclusion, we would 
say to all who are troubled with the 
same complaint Brother Thomas was, or 
with the water brash, tooth ache, earache, 
sore eyes, inflammatory rheumatism, 
heart disease, or self indulgence, to "go 
and do likewise." " Having, therefore, 
these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse onrselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God."—2 Cor. vu. 1. 

Wfao now deny the Lord ? Backslid
ers, baptized infidels, careless seekers 
of salvation, slothful beUevers, and those 
who have fallen from sanctification • by 
the neglect of the works of mercy, char
ity and piety. " The Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter." Ah ! he was obliged 
to go out with disgrace; he had entered 
with honor. But he could not weep and 
repent in wicked company, no, he sought 
a soUtude—for three days and tfaree 
nights, it may be. But lo ! Jesus send
eth the word of comfort, that he may 
not break his heart. '' Go teU my breth
ren," said He to Mary Magdalen. Tfarice 
did Peter deny his Lord, and thrice did 
our Lord question His disciples, " Lov
est thou me ?"—Asbury. 
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THE STRAIT GATE. 

BY A. H. LEWIS. 

Mv feUow traveler to the bar of God, 
yormust enter in at the strait gate, or. 
fou cannot go down to JO-. 8 - ' ^ ^ -
Lace Unless you are holy m this 
Ufeyou can h J e no part n the first 
ISuJrection. Although Providence may 
have had a way peculiar to each in 
S i n g him through the strait gate, yet 
a "converted persons have passed 
through i t Some may have come in 
leaoine and shouting praises to God, 
othe.^ 'may have been melted as wax 
S re the'sun, but you will hear them 

all agree in this one pomt, that they 
know that they have entered " by the 
door into the sheepfold," Although 
S may belong to different denomm^ 
tions yeVthey have one Shepherd, and 
ihey taow his voice. You cannot teU 

• S Seir testimony what denomination 
thev belong to. Yes, glory be to God! 
some of every nation, and kindred, and 
age shall stand in that blessed assembly 

" g e ^ n S s , what are your pros^ 
t,ects ? Should this lamp of life be at 
E U v ^ e d out would-you be left m 
the dark or would a convoy of bright 
i n t d s waft your disembodied spirit to 
realms of- endless bliss? . Pause a mo 
menTl Reflect! "Examine yourself 
See if you can read your title clear to 
that "inheritance, incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away 
Let us seek the things that are above, 
It!is our privUege to have the glorious 
c tv pknly in vfew. The ties of friend-
S may be broken, and loved compan^ 
ions borne into distant lands, but who 
Shan senarate us from the love of God? 
t r God is not a God afar off Hehas 

said "His salvation is ni^h them that 
fear him " His presence can lighten 
the darkest dungeon,^ and penetrate the 
stoutest prison. What a happy day 
Ta t wi 1 be when every heart becomes 
a t m p l e for the Holy Ghost; when 
neighbor shaU not have to say to neigh
bor "know ve the Lord," for aU shall 
know him, from the least to the great

est 1 But it is not like heaven after all, 
for "there is no night there," "They 
need no candle, neither the light of the 
sun, for the Lord God giveth them light," 
and "they shall reign forever and ever," 
Christ " was slain to receive power and 
riches, wisdom and strength, honor and 
glory;" and in vain may his true foUow
ers look for power, or heavenly riches 
and honors, until they have naUed tbeir 
lives, property, and even their darling 
reputation, to ihe cross. 

My Christian friends, do not be sat
isfied until you know that you are in 
the narrow way, "Por strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find i t ' ' 

Now, 0 Lord, f alfll thy pleasure, 
Breathe upon thy chosen hand, 

And with Pentecostal measure, 
Sead fortli reapers o'er oar land. 

CHARLES LAMB'S WARNING 
TO YOUNG MEN, 

"The waters have gone over me. 
But out' of the black depths, could I be 
heard, I would cry out tp aU thoae who 
have but set a foot in the perilous flood. 
Could the youth, to whom the flavor of 
his first wine is delicious as the opening 
scenes of life, or the entering upon some 
newly discovered paradise, look into my 
desolation, and be made to understand . 
what a dreary thing it is when a man 
shall feel himself going down a preci
pice with passive wiU—to see his de
struction and have no power to stop it, 
and yet feel it all the way emanating 
from himself, to see all goodliness emp
tying out of him, and yet not able to. 
forget the time when it was otherwise, 
to bear about the piteous spectacle of 
his own ruin. Could he see my fevered 
eye, feverish withthe last night's drink
ing, and feverish looking for to night's 
repetition of the folly, could he but feel 
the body of this death out of which I 
cry. hourly with feeble outcry to be de
livered—it were enough to make him 
dash the sparkling beverage to the earth, 
in all the pride of its mantling temp
tation." 
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FALSE IDEAS OP PERFECTION. 

" For if the trumpet give an uncertain aound, who 
Bhd prepare himself to the battle?"—I Cor, siT. 8, 

Those who pursue an object in the 
wrong direction are as sure of disap-" 
pointment as those who niake no effort 
to secure its attainment; and some good 
men so preach on the subject of sancti
fication as to discourage inquiring souls 
by their erroneous statements concern
ing i t These thoughts were suggested 

. lately by hearing an eloquent preacher 
say ; " My ideas regarding sanctifica
tion are something like those of the 
great Dr, Chalmers, If I cannot attain 
to perfection, at least I can aim at i t " 

'This maxim may be excusable when 
it is used in reference to objects of earth
ly ambition, but when applied to bless 
ings promised in the Gospel, it becomes 
a foolish utterance. If a servant were 
ordered to perform some service, would 
it satisfy his master to say : " Sir I did 
not obey the command wfaicfa you gave 
me, but I aimed at it ? " 

There are persons in every Chris
tian congregation far too prone to content 
themselves with this lazy maxim. Most 
likely that was the creed of the five 
foo'ish virgins, and no doubt the "young 
ruler" aimed at perfection, untU he found 
that sometfaing more tfaan merely good 
intentions was required; perhaps he 
thought as many good Christians do now, 
that a little dereUction of duty is al
ways to be expected, and it is not nec
essary to comply with every command 
of Cfarist In consequence of this, men 
live in a chronic state of self accusation, 
constantly bewailing their transgressions 
and omissions of duty, just as if sinning 
were a necessity, and there was no "Balm 
in GUead " for them, and no fountain 
which conld cleanse and keep them 
clean. 

How different from this was the teach
ing of S t Paul where he says: " Let 
us, therefore, as many as he perfe ct, be 
thus minded," He speaks in flie present 
tense as being himself possessed of that 
blessing wfaicfa so many are satisfied with 
merely "aiming a t " Many are so prej
udiced against this doctrine of Cfaristian 

perfection, that like Nicodemus concern
ing regeneration, they are apt to say: 
" How can these things be ? " and be
cause it is beyond their experience con
clude it is impossible, 

Paul says, in Rom, xiii, 10, " Love 
is tbe fulfilling of the law," therefore 
we conclude that he believed in the 
doctrine of perfect love, 

*' Thia is the grace that lives and sings. 
When faith and hope shall ceaise," 

" This," says a certainuntfaor, " is the 
only perfection which our poor human 
nature is capable of, and, when com
bined -with faith, we need no other. Love 
emancipates our nature from its most 
earthly bondage, the spirit of selfishness 
and homage is tfaus rendered through 
the creature to the Creator, a devotion 
wfaich is aftent, lasting, and practical, 
not as worship mostly is—a cold and 
lifeless abstraction. It is a merging of 
human nature into one far higher and 
nobler, the spiritual Existence of the 
supernal world ; for perfect love is per
fect happiness I " 

When this holy principle reigns in the 
heart, then Jesus abides, not as a tran
sient guest, but reigns supreme, and 
every thought is brought into captivity 
to His wUl, 

Love requires no specific rules, either 
to comprehend its duty, or how to act 
under any circumstance. It may at 
times be perplexed to know the exact 
course to pursne, but when that is clear 
there is no wavering as to the conduct 

Tfaousands of Uving witnesses can 
joyfuUy testify that Perfect Love, or 
Christian perfection may not only be 
aimed at, but actually enjoyed in this 
life, and they also know that it is a de
lightfully easy yoke to bear, easier far 
than the burden of a partially conse
crated heart 

The day cannot be far distant wfaen 
the truth as to sanctificatioa wiU be as 
practically understood, both by preach
ers and hearers, as justification and 
repentance are at present 

"Happy the heart where mcea reign, 
"Where love inspires the breast 
Love is the brightest of the train. 
And Peifeett all the Hest.'" 

W. Cameron. 
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HOLY TEMPERS, 

BY WILLIAM FELL, 

Holy tempers, like tropical plants, 
need careful attention. Just in propor
tion as we value these, we will take 
pains to nourish and cherish them,— 
There is nothing in the sight of God 
tfaat is of real value but tfaese, and this 
is what makes the soul precious, be
cause it is capable of communicating 
with God, and partaking of his Divine 
nature. It is a matter of the very 
greatest importance to know what kind 
of tempers we a,re cultivating in this 
life; for as soon as the soul passes into 
eternity the tempers go with it, and 
these are inseparably connected. We 
can carry nothing with ns i*to the eter
nal world but our tempers. The soul 
passes away with precisely the same 
character it had on earth, and this de
termines ourf»ture, eternal destmy.— 
Heaven is a pure place, prepared for 
beings whose tempers are holy ; conse
quently there is nothing that can possi
bly recommend us to God but a holy 
character, a nature like himself, pure 
and spotless. Hence lhe command, 
" Be ye holy, for I am holy."' All unholy 
tempers, such as censoriousness, pride, 
worldliness, a harsh, hasty, impatient 
spirit must be entirely destroyed from 
the faeart before it can possibly seo God 
in peace. And that wisdom which ema
nates from God, must fully possess the 
soul. Love must be the ruling and 
governing principle of our life. This is 
a gem of eternal value, and around this 
clusters all the other graces; "peace, 
joy, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, nieekness and temperance."— 
Where the nature of God is, which is 
love, the fruit will always manifest it
self, and these holy principles wiU shine 
out in our every day life. By constant 
use and cultivation they grow and de
velop. He who has relinquished his 
hold on this world, and surrendered him
self fully to God, knows the value of 
this heavenly, wisdom. It is a peace 
that "passetii all-understanding," and 
brings with it a richness to the soul that 

none but the possessor knows anything 
about " First pure, then peaceable, 
gentle and easy to be entreated, fuU of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiali
ty and without hypocrisy." 
—Buffalo, N. Y. 

• - • - * 

RESPONSIBILITIES. 

The Christian world may very well 
spare their reviUngs and condemnations 
of the heathen. Of all the portions of 
Earth's population, Christendom is infi. 
nitely the most guilty,—Christendom, 
where the Gospel peals from ten thou
sand pulpits, where its praises are sung 
by a thousand choirs, but where many 
thousand hearts that know God and duty, 
refuse either to reverence the one, or 
perform the other! All the abominations 
of the heathen world are a mere trifle 
compared withthe guilt of Christendom. 
We may look down npon the filth and 
meanness and degradation of a heathen 
people, and feel a most polite disgust at 
the spectacle—ahd far be it from me to 
excuse these degrading, filthy or cruel 
practices; but how small their light and 
consequently their guilt compared with 
our own. We therefore ask the Chris
tian world to turn away from the spec
tacle of heathen degradation, and look 
nearer home upon the spectacle of Chris
tian guilt! Let us look upon ourselves. 
Again ; let us not fear to say what you 
must all see to be true, that the nominal 
church is the most guUty part of Chris
tendom. It can not be one moment 
questioned that the church has more light 
than any other portion, therefore has 
she more guUt. Of course I speak of 
the nominal church—not the real church 
which He hath pardoned and cleansed 
from her sins. But in tbe nominal chnrch 
think of the sins that live and riot in 
their corruption. See that backslider. 
He has tasted the water of life. He 
has been greatly enlightened. Perhaps 
he has really known the Lord by true 
faith—and then, see, he turns away to 
eat the husks of earthly pleasure! He 
turns his back on the bleeding Lamb! 
Now put together all the guilt of every 
heathen soul that has gone to heU—of 
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every soul that has gone from a state 
of utter moral darkness; and your guUt, 
backsliding Christian, is greater than all 
theirs! Do you, therefore, say may 
God have mercy on my sonl ? So say 
we all, but we must add, if it be possi
ble ; for who can say that such guUt as 
yours can be forgiven ? Can Christ pray 
for you as He prayed for His murder
ers—Fatherforgive them, for they know 
not what they do ? Can He plead in 
your behalf that you know not what 
you are doing ? 

Awfnl! awful 11 Where is the sound
ing line that shall measure the ocean-
depths of your guUt ?—Finney. 

BELIEVE IN GOD, 

BY M, N, DOWNING. 

The book of nature proclaims that 
God is. The book of Divine Revelation 
proclaims "that Ho is tfae rewarder of 
such as diligently seek Him,'' He faas 
so loved us " that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever beUeveth 
in Him might not perisfa but have ever
lasting life." His Son "is the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily,"—the fulness of 
Wisdom, Love and Power. He bas 
fully espoused the cause of fallen, suf
fering humanity. He faas laid down 
His life for us. He could do no more 
in confirmation of His love. He came 
to do no less. He is now exalted at the 
right hand of God, to be a Prince and 
Saviour. 

In the gift, humUiation and exaltation 
of His Son, God has shone out upon tfae 
darkness of the great deep of human 
woe. He " lightetfa every man tfaat com
eth into the world. In this gift God has 
reacfaed us. He faas come down to us 
that we might come up to Him. He 
shines upon the dead. He brings the 
dead to life. He more tfaan brings the 
dead to life, He keeps alive, to die no 
more, those whom He quickens; they 
more than Uve. for they sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. And 
will God tabernacle among men ? 

God is earnest 0 how He loves! 

It is wicked to distrust Him, thrice wick
ed to rebel against Him. He knows we 
are bad; He wants to make us good. 
He knows we are unholy; He wants to 

. make us pure. He knows we are slaves, 
He wants to make us free. He knows 
we are bankrupt, cursed and in the way 
to ruin. He wants to enrich ns, to blesa 
us.and to put our feet upon the gospel 
turnpike, on the way to eternal life 1 

Yes, reader, God wants to do this for 
you. Believe it, and " Come for aU 
things are now ready." No matter how 
long, how greatly you have sinned. 
Come now. No matter how vaciUa-
ting you have been, come now. No mat
ter what your circumstances are—sin, 
circumstances and Satan flnd their match 
in God. There is hope in your case. 
"Whosoever will let him take the water 
of life freely." " All things are possible 
to him that believeth." You are meant, 
for " God faatfa no respect for persons." 

True faith gives true rest We need 
not fear the results of fideUty in His 
service. " Fear hath torment" " Who
so putteth his trust in the Lord shall be 
safe." When we can not see, it is safe 
to trust His eyes. " All things work 
together for good to them that love the 
Lord." He will do the best He can for 
us. He wiU bring things to pass for us 
as fast as it will be safe. We need not 
worry. He is always on time. 

Believe in Him. and believe in Him 
when " fiery trials " come, and " think it 
not strange." None are too good to be 
chastened; He has no pets. "Whom 
the Lord loveth He chasteneth." "Many 
shall be purified, made white and tried." 
God loves His cfaUdren just as much 
when tfaey are in " tfae furnace of afflic
tion," as at otfaer times. He cfaanges 
not His love " never faUetfa." Be
lieve in Him. Hold fast to Him through 
time; and through time and througfa aU 
eternity He will hold fast to you. 

" HAVE FAITH IN GOD." 

Carnal pleasures are the sins of 
youth; ambition and the love of power 
the sins of middle age; covetousness 
and carking cares-the crimes of eld age: 
— Clarke. 
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ARE YOU SAFE. 

BY ISAAC M. SEE. 

A remnant has always existed in the 
church, a remnant of gracious souls. 
Sardis had a remnant who had not de
filed their garments. And so have we. 
The Lord increase the number by send
ing the " Spirit of burning " among His 
people. Such have marks of a sterling 
character. 

They are not merely just saved. Some 
say " Now you are a child of God, are 
you not safe ? And if they once have 
enjoyed the forgiveness of sins, they ap
pear as if the world were hereafter to be 
their joyful home. 

But tbe Scriptures discover to us 
" The Living Hope " of the saints. A 
dead hope only will lean on its safety—• 
living hope is an instant expectancy 
which cries out after likeness to God. 
The heartquestion of true religion is not 
" Am ] safe," but " Lord what wilt Thou 
have me to do ? " and " what must I be 
to do Thy wUl ? " " If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things 
have passed away, all things have be
come new." No longer looking after 
self! Redemption carries us far, far 
beyond the question of personal safety. 
The marks of a growing saint are, pre
vaUing likeness to the Lord, partaking 
of the Divine nature and of the Holy 
Ghost and of God's holiness. The saint 
•is not a sinner, but one who has and en-
jovs and lives the promises and prayers 
of the Word of God. 

Christian life is a spiritual verity. I t 
entirely differs from a mere profession 
of reUgion. We have mentioned Sardis. 
Many in the church of Sardis were pro
fessors. After their profession, they 
found the verity, the essential reaUty of 
true reUgion. They soon discovered that 
they were marked men and women. 
That heathen community, among whom 
were also many Jews, singled out every 
true member of a Christian church, for 
criticism, for malediction, for persecu
tion, "These professors had possibly 
joined the church in the peculiar excite
ment of pentecostal fervor; but when 

they found the cost, to avotd persecution 
they became untrue and easy Christians. 
They sUpped out of even the forms of 
devotion, until they incurred the rebuke 
which came from the Master; " 1 know 
thy works, that thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead," 

It is only too easy, beloved, to lose 
first love. An article of apparel put off 
for conscience sake, and resumed to 
please either yotirself or others; a habit 
of Ught speech, laid down, and joined in 
afterwards to adapt yourself to the com
pany, may begin the downward march 
into a life of dead works and infidelity 
to God, Earthliness must destroy spiri
tuality. Form whatever conclnsions 
you may; beware of the result 

How many young professors has the 
church at large, who had no reason to 
doubt their conversion when they joined 
the church, but who after a year or two 
are very doubtful, and some of the nnm
ber entirely oblivions to that past fact 
in their history ! And where did these 
backward steps begin ? See the answer 
in jovialities; see it in the fangs of 
fashion which has twisted the maiden's 
hair into wool, and made her bow her 
neck to good looks; see it in the dancing 
company, or in the small plays whicb so 
sorrowfully are seen to cultivate the "lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of Ufo," see the answer in the 
sad result—God forgotten, and the blood 
of Jesus treated as an unholy thing! 
See it in the sUence of the prayer-meet
ing and the noise of the party ; in the 
carelessness of the church festival or 
supper, and in the dragging and unfruit
ful lives of the mass of its professors. 
If the sheep do snch things, what can 
be expected of the lambs ? 

It is not strange that the church, with 
its lecturing ministers, its stooping to 
theatrical performances and performers, 
its tide of fashionably dressed and eti-
quetted ladies which ebbs and flows with 
the zephyrs, its social hieroglyphics 
which the poor cannot read, its bowing 
to money, its silence on the temperance 
question, its cultivation of pride in the 
young; it certainly is not strange that 
the church should be in a Laodicean 
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condition, and that so many of her mem
bers have need to talk so much about 
dying grace. Living grace is wfaat they 
need. 

Living grace to die unto sin and live 
unto God ; living graoe to stem the op
position of worldUness, devUtry, and 
what is worse, unbelief in the house of 
God,—this is the need. It can only be 
had in the Living Christ and by the 
most complete surrender of all to Him 

In His Name—let us plainly declare 
there is no safety in being just saved, 
and then entering upon any worldly 
course. 

THE WORK OP THE MINISTRY. 

BY MRS. H. C. HAYDEN. 

The work of the ministry is compared 
to the raising of grain. First there is 
the plowing of human hearts to be done. 
God says, in Jer. iv. 3, " Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among 
thorns." Again, it is written in 1 Cor. 
ix. 10, " H e that ploweth should plow 
in hope." In order to till the soU, in all 
parts of the world, the farmer uses two 
plows, the breaking-plow and the com
mon or lighter plow. Just so the min
ister uses two kinds of Gospel plows. 
The doctrine of everlasting faell fire and 
damnation, is the old fashioned Gospel, 
breaking plow. With it the hearts of 
hardened sinners may be crushed and 
broken in pieces. Jesus says, in Mat 
xxv. 46. "And these shall go away into-
everlasting (eternal in the original) pun
ishment, but the righteous into life eter
nal." When men fail to preacfa the ter
rors of the law, is it any wonder that 
they sow among thorns? 

Tfae love and mercy of God is the 
Ughter plow of the gospel. Jude 22, 
23.—"And of some have compassion, 
making a difference: and others save 
with fear, puUing them out of the flre." 

The second work of the minister, is 
sowing the good seeds of truth. The 
Lord says, in Prov. xi. 18, "To him 
that soweth righteousness shall be a 
sure reward." Again, in Eccl. xL 6, he 
gives the command: " In the moming 

sow thy seed, and in the evening with
hold not thine hand." 

Tfae tfaird division of our work is reap
ing. It is written, in Ps. xxvi. 6, " He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him." 

Our fourth, and last, work is to take 
care of those who are reaped into the 
garner of the Lord. S t Peter, in ad
dressing the Elders of the cfaurcfa at 
Ephesus, says, "Take heed, therefore, 
unto yourselves, and to all tfae flock 
over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the chnrch of 
God which he hath purchased with his 
own blood."—Acts xx. 28. 

Sometimes we fail to understand the 
order of the work that we are engaged 
in, and we become disheartened, and 
the work is impeded thereby. When 
Joshua was about to lead the people 
over Jordan, God says to him three 
times, " Be strong and of good courage." 
Our Heavenly Father cannot do mnch 
with a discouraged ministry. Upon this 
point I would like to tell an item of my 
own experience. Some time ago I was 
sent for to assist Rev. H. T. Besse in 
a protracted meeting. While on my 
way, the Lord blessed me beyond meas
ure. The great waves of the power and 
glory of God dashed over my soul. In 
spirit I was lifted almost to the third 
heaven. I took this wondrous manifest
ation of the divine presence as an indi
cation that we were going to have a very 
great revival. We labored with all the 
power that God gave us. The result 
was, only seven came forward. As I 
left for home, O, how bad I felt! None 
but God knew my state of mind. I took 
all the blame of the seeming faUure to 
myself, and I felt completely discour
aged. With such a settled sadness 
on my soul, it seemed that I could never 
fill my next regular appointment in the 
vUlage of DeKalb. However, I went 
to Jesus for a text, and he gave me this: 
S t John iv. 37, 38.—"And herein is 
that saying true, one soweth and another 
reapeth. I sent you to reap that where-
oTi ye bestowed no labor: other men la-



bored, and ye are entered into their la
bors." When we are in trouble, and do 
not know how to extricate ourselves, 
our Father, in some way, wiU surely 
come to our reUei The Lord saw how 
unhappy I was, and he pitied his poor, 
mistaken, sorrowing chUd. I saw at a 
glance that the text was designed for 
my special benefit The Lord showed 
me that some ministers were emphati
cally soweis, others were emphaticaUy 
reapers. And stiU others wero shep 
herds, whose main work was to-feed the 
sheep, and care for and tenderly watch 
over the lambs of the flock; while 
others were appointed to do a little of 
aU kinds of work. He showed me that 
he had given me a little pail of the good 
seeds of trust; that I must sow them 
broadcast in tbe hearts of sinners; and 
the seeds of the doctrine of holiness in 
the hearts of all beUevers, and leave 
the result with him. When he saw fit 
to hand me the sickle, I should reap, but 
at no other time. (We shall always do 
our appointed work, when we get our 
messages directly from the court of 
heaven.) 

Brother, sister, have you often fell 
discouraged because many souls were 
not annuaUy gathered into the garner 
of the Lord? Please remember, the 
time ot plowing, sowing, watering the 
seeds with our tears, and waiting for 
them to take root in human hearts, is 
sometimes long; whUe the reaping time 
is very brief, and the work done rapidly. 
Two things we should know: that we 
are sent of God, and that we are doing 
all that we can to advance his cause. 
Then we sbould rest in Jesus and be 
happy in oor work. I have known 
great revivalists to utterly faU in some 
places, simply because there was no 
reaping to be done. God tells us in his 
word, " W e should in honor prefer one 
another." But just see how saint and 
sinner join in lauding that reaper, (re-
vivaUst is a modern word not found in 
the Bible,) whUe the sowers and the 
shepherds are aU cast into the shade! 
Now the Lord does not so regard 
our work. He says, in S t John iv. 
36, "And he that reapeth receiveth 

wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal; that both fae tfaat soweth 
and he that reapeth may rejoice to
gether." He that reapetfa receiveth 
wages. As mucfa as to say, if this man 
does come along and find a field all 
white and ready to harvest, and fae 
"reaps that whereon he bestows no la
bor," he shall have his pay if he works 
faithfully. If any one deserves to be 
honored by the church, it is that man 
who plows and sows in April's cold 
blast, and ia never permitted, in this 
world, to know how mnch he has done. 
Mr. Moody is a reaper. Rev. James 
Caughey was a reaper. Mrs, Van Cott 
is a reaper. Some say, if the church 
exercises faith we shall have a revival 
A revival wiU occur when a field is 
ready for reaping. If my faith could 
save sinners, independent of their wiUs, 
I wonld believe all the world into the 
kingdom in a very short time. To say 
that the lack of a revival is caused by 
a lack of faith in God's little ones, is to 
discourage and dishearten many of the 
Lord's most faithfnl chUdren, The 
prophet Amos tells us of a time when 
tfae work of the Lord wiU be done up 
with great rapidity. Amos iv. 13.— 
" Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that the plowman shall overtake tfae 
reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth seed; and the mountains 
shall drop sweet wine, and aU the hUls 
shall melt" WUl the Lord hasten that 
day! 

— • • - • - • 

CONSECRATION. 

Lord, I give myself to thee afresh. 
This I desire to do in a form more ef
fectual, and a degree more satisfactory, 
than ever before. In the soUtude of 
this room, whence one year ago this day 
a very dear Christian friend took her 
flight in inexpressible triumph to Abra
ham's bosom, I would bow before Him 
who seeth in secret, and surrender aU 
to thee forever. 0 Thou, who gavest 
thy Son a ransom forme, aid me! Holy 
Sp'irit, work the consecration in my heart. 
Blessed Jesus, whose blood has paid 
the ransom of my guUty soul, enable 
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me, that I may lay my all of being on 
thine altar, never to be removed. But 
what have I to consecrate and offer nnto 
thee? 

An immortal soul, such as thou 'hast 
given, and of wfaicfa thou art proprietor. 
A heart of quenchless ardor, kindled for 
eternity. A body, worn, frail, broken, 
a decayed and sinking tabernacle, yet 
wonderfully made, A beloved wife, thy 
blessing to me, and a son unhealed of 
sin, and some small, yet precious gifts 
of Providence, if nsed and not abused. 
These, all these—body, soul, and spirit, 
family, and estate—all these in their ut
most power and uses for thy glory, I 
hereby consecrate to Father, Son, and 
Spirit, these, tfae merits of my Redeemer 
alone, by the Holy Ghost who alone can 
enable me, 0 Lord of Hosts, vile and 
hell deserving as I am, receive tfais of
fering at my unwortfay hands ! Now 
come and seal me Thine, for more fully 
than in all past time when Thou hast de
signed, as Thou often hast, to shine upon 
my soul, I thank Thee for these seasons 
of love and pity towards me. They 
ought not, and I trust shall not be for
gotten. But 0 ! Thou Infinite Goodness, 
make this season memorable above all 
others. Let me as never until now, be
come the temple of the Holy Ghost so 
as to bear about an experimental veri
fication of that word, and be fiUed with 
all the fulness of God, In Thy strength 
and grace I covenant (how vainly with, 
out Thy grace, Tfaou 0 Lord knowest) 
to be Thine in all my powers and pa
tience, in my family and friends and foes, 
and in my worldly substance, in health 
and sickness, iu prosperous and adverse 
states, in life and in death, through Jesus 
Christ my Lord. And in thus approach
ing Thee I bear to Thee (who most ab-
horrest them) mj utmost guUt and pol
lution, insupportable to Thy creature, 
and cast them with my poor self—soul, 
body, and spirit—upon Thee. And 
while I thus do in confidence that Thou 
wUt receive, I exclaim :— 

Exults my rising soul. 
Disburdened of her load. 

And swells anutterably full. 
Of glory and of God. 

—Bishop Hamlin. 

INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE. 

The introduction of Christianity into 
the world affords us the most remark
able example of success in the cultiva
tion of the human faculties wfaicfa faistory 
can furnisfa. Tfae Gospel faad a faigher 
object in view than to promote intellect
ual cultivation, and a few obscure men 
by whom it was first promulgated were 
mostly uneducated. And yet that col
lege of fishermen has done more to ad
vance the cause of public education than 
all other colleges and universities com
bined. And this has been done by 
extending its instructions and regards to 
the whole hnman family. All other 
systems for doing good to mankind have 
been exclusive in their regards, and whUe 
they have benefitted a few, they faave 
lefl tfae multitude to grovel in ignorance 
and wretchedness. And so long have 
the latter been treated as if they were 
but one step removed from the brutes, 
that, by a curious principle of human 
nature, they have come to believe it, and 
to hug the cfaains by. which they are 
bound down to the dust But when the 
Bible has convinced the most degraded 
human being that he is immortal, and 
capable of boundless progress in knowl
edge and happiness, it has taken the 
greatest bar out of the way of his ad
vancement in human literature and 
science. Accordingly we find in the 
countries where the Bible has been most 
widely circulated, and its influence felt, 
popular education has achieved its great
est triumphs, as in Greenland, Prussia, 
Great Britain, and North America, Bnt 
so soon as we enter those regions where 
the Bible is unknown, or restricted in its 
circulation, we have entered also the do
mains of popular ignorance and degra
dation, even thongh it may be a land of 
colleges and universities, and boasting 
not a few prodigies of genius and learn
ing. He therefore who means that his 
name shall stand high among the pio
neers and promoters of public education, 
must connect it with the Bible. 

This is the only Archimedean lever 
by which we can raise the world.—E. 
Hitchcock, L. L. D. 



SS THB BABNEST CHRISTIAN. 

CONTINUOUS FAITH. 

The Rer. J. M. Washbum ia au able and 
pious Presbyterian minister in England. 
He was present at a late Convention held 
for the promotion ol holiness, and took ex" 
ception to the doctrines t e heard advoca
ted. At its close, however, his honesty 
led him carefally to consider the subject, 
and he gives the following as the result. 

I have been a professor of religion 
for nearly twenty five years, and I am 
sure a Christian during that time. The 
joyons frame of mind succeeding my 
conversion continued with me at times 
for weeks and months. After this time, 
like thousands, and most of Christians, 
my experience was very changeable. 
T looked back much to, and relied upon, 
the experiences of the past Some
times, for a few moments, or even a 
few hours, 1 felt the love of the Saviour 
in my heart, realizing his comforting 
presence. But I had much " legal 
striving."' I thought that God worked 
in us to will and to do, and that then 
we, in the strength thus communicated 
to us—the wofk being half God's work 
and ha,lf our own—worked out the great 
matter of our salvation. Hence, I be 
lived in continual legal striving, the tri
umph of self and God together. I took 
delight in inflicting, under the law, in
ward mortification, and often experi
enced intense agony. I had no concep 
tion of a worship wholly inspired in the 
soul hy the presence ofthe Spirit, and so 
regarded the pnrest devotion as being 
partly the work of the flesh, and so min
gled with sin. For years I felt an in
tellectual conviction that Christians oc 
cupied a low Christian plane, and 
thought the Church had lost the true 
understanding of the Scriptures, But 
how they ought to be understood I could 
not say. I read a vast circle of theol
ogy, and had a knowledge of the tenets 
of most leading denominations since the 
time of Christ Still, feeUng that some 
thing was wrong, I knew not what it 
was. No system of theology was sat
isfactory to my mind, I could see many 
gaps and defects in the reasoning by 

which each system was sustained, Por 
houra and days would I patiently trace 
the processes employed by the teacher 
of theology, but never rose from the 
labor feeling quite satisfied. Finally, 
the dogmas that I had embraced at one 
period or another of my life, with more 
or less intellectual firmness, began one 
by one to lose place, andfall out of my 
mind. As these disappeared, secta 
rianism lost its hold on my heart and af
fections. Only one thing I held with 
tenacity, that there must he a strong war
fare carried on in the soul so long as ihe 
soul and the body remain united in this 
life. " When I wonld do good evil is 
present with me," I regarded as the un
avoidable experience of all Christians 
at all periods of life, till the spirit is 
ready to take its flight to the other 
world, and that then "dying and tri
umphant grace would be given," This 
doctrine I held with great tenacity, be
cause I thought any other doctrine in
volved human infallibUity, and I did not 
think I had met such specimens of our 
race, I quite misunderstood the whole 
doctrine, and quite misunderstood the 
doctrine for which I now contend. I 
believe as little iu human infallibility 
now as I did then. The life for which 
I contend is a life of trust, not exemp
tion from human infirmity; and num
bers of people reject this blessed aud . 
comforting dootiine, so emphaticaUy 
taught in Christian experience, and 
DO less in the Scriptures, simply beca-use 
they think it involves consequences which 
have existence only in ihe minds of the 
objectors. On that account I rejected it 
at once and firmly, till, thinking about 
the matter, I regarded it as unfair and 
unmanly to reject anything without ex
amination. After reaching this conclu
sion I began in earnest, and without 
prejudice, to examine what was said on 
the subject by those who believed the 
teaching, and professed to have experi
enced the phase of Christian life called 
the Life of Trust 

I did not read long till I discovered 
that the advocates of lhe Life of Trust 
had advantage in the argument, if re
tained wholly on the plane of reason. 



CONTINTTOUS FAITH 27 

For they described just the life which 
I knew I was living, and then described 
another phase of life, which I knew I 
did not have, wfaicfa they said they were 
then living—assuring us that they had 
passed from a life of vascillating trust 
to one of continual trust. I conld see 
no reason why this might not be so; I 
had the testimony of those who had had 
my present experience that in their own 
cases it was so, together with the teach
ing of Scripture in many places that we 
should live in Christ and that He would 
live in us. Seeing the strength of the 
argument against me, I gave up the 
prejudices of my life, and yielded to the 
teaching and experience an intellectual 
assent. I saw then that it must be a 
most blessed experience, and determined 
to seek it, but 1 did not know how to 
seek i t I did not and could not under
stand this life of trust, or continued faith. 
I had not experienced i t and since it 
conld be understood only by experience, 
how could I understand it ? I remem
bered how hard, how impossible, it was 
for me once to understand regeneration 
and pardon ; and I learned not to cavil 
at a thing simply because I could not 
understand it, I earnestly craved the 
grace of continued faith, craved that I 
might abide in love, and the conscious 
presence of the Holy Spirit But the 
subject was dark, and I knew not how 
to attempt the attainment of so great a 
blessing. To tell me that it was done 
" by consecration " to God was to afford 
no aid, since I knew not how to make 
the consecration. Nor could I under
stand, beyond the intellectual concep
tion, any other explanation of the mode 
of attaining the thing desired. I had 
no difficulty in comprehending, in the 
abstract and as a theory, what was 
meant, but as an experience or a con
crete, 1 could not comprehend what was 
meant, so I tried, and struggled, and 
performed much "legal work" in the ef
fort to attain what I desired. But as a 
real thing, as an actual experience, I 
could form no idea of the life of trust 
T could form no more idea of it than I 
can now form an idea of death as a thing 
of experience. So I struggled on; read 

the experiences of others; conversed 
with friends who had that experience; 
and nearly constantly thought about 
and desired it myself StUl there was 
no great and oppressive anxiety; no 
feelings of despair such as I had before 
conversion; but there was a feeling that 
it must be a blessed life, and so must be 
a most desirable life. 

On Saturday I had a conversation 
with two friends on the subject, and 
fully admitted to them and to myself 
that the whole argument was on their 
side. On Sunday I read and thought 
on the subject most of the day, having 
the desire and belief that some day i t 
would be mine, though I stUl had ao 
anguish on the subject On Monday 
morning I woke from sleep abquc six 
o'clock, and lay for a minute or two in 
calm aad peaceful meditation, when, 
gently as the light of day dispels the 
darkness of the night, the -.vhole idea 
came into my mind, Thore was not 
the slightest emotion to disturb the mind 
—DO struggling, DO anxiety. It was 
simply the stUl small voice of the Spirit 
showing the mind ho-^ to trust Jesus 
for all things. The act was simple in 
the last degree, tho Spirit showed the 
mind how to trust It was a literal, ac
tual showing to the mind, Jesus sent 
into the heart, at the moment, the Com
forter (John xvi, 7), and the Comforter 
took the things of Jesus and showed 
them unto me,—.lohn xvi, 15, I had 
been in part trusting in myself; but 
Jesus showed me—not to trust ia my
self—bat to trust in God, who raiseth 
the dead,—2 Cor, i, 9. No transaction 
between the mind of man and man was 
ever more literal and actual. The teach
er never showed the solution to the mind 
of tbe scholar more plainly ; and I think 
there was more than a mere presence to 
the mind; there was a principle lefl in 
the mind. I am conscious that I have 
something in the miud which I did not 
have before—not a new faculty of the 
mind, but a new use of one or more al
ready existing—the principle or power 
to exercise continuing faith or trust, us
ing the latter word to denote—^not a 
single act of believing—but a continu-
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ous and uninterrupted faith. Before, 
my faith was wavering; I knew not 
how to abide in love, to rest in the con
scious presence of Jesus by the influ
ence of the Spirit Now my mind saw 
how to abide in Jesns, I saw not only 
how the soul may trust Him, but also 
how He becomes the bearer of our bur 
dens, of our daUy and hourly burdens, 
the ills and trials of this life. I saw 
with wonderful clearness that we attain 
tbis nearness of access—not by strug
gling and agonizing with ourselves, not 
even by prayer—but simply by ceasing 
to struggle, and yielding the mind in 
trust to tbe care of the loving Saviour, 

The act is very simple and beautiful, 
is the covoplete surrender of oor wiUs 
to be guided by the will of Jesus; and 
instei^d of tmsting at all to ourselves, 
our whole trust is laid over to the bless
ed Saviour; it is the surrender of self 
to the guiding h.and and control of the 
Anointed One, I know not how else 
to describe it, and J presume that many 
will not comprehend this explanation. 
None can, perhaps realize it, without 
experiencing ths life of trust. There 
may be an intellectual apprehension, but 
experience is necessary to a full com
prehension. 

And now two or three other matters 
demand a passing notice, 1, There is 
nothing in this new expsrience like pride 
or self sufficiency, but it empties one of 
self and self dependence. There is no 
feeling that I am holier than thou, 2, 
There is nothing like a feeUng that one 
is free from human infirmity. I t is sim
ply a feeling that one can trust Jesus 
for aU things, both for time and fDi eter 
nity; it is a sweet, calm, delightful rest 
in the Saviour—a repose of the soul 
into the care of Jesus without ecstasy 
of spirit or anxiety of mind; it is a kind 
of equipoise of the faculties of the soul, 
sweetly, calmly, confidently resting 
in and trusting to the Saviour for all 
things, 3, There is nothing like a feel
ing of "perfection," or "perfect sanctifi
cation," Such a mind claims nothing, 
professes nothing; it simply trusts, ex
ercises a continuous faith, reposes lov
ingly and confidently in Jesus as the 

Saviour, having itself a sweet, calm, 
unanxious frame. It also begets in the 
mind a wonderful power of watchfulness 
as the means of abiding in love and 
faith. 

And now, anxious and struggling 
Christian, why remain in your striving 
condition of unhappiness and want of 
continuous faith? It is not a desirable 
life to live; and, though a Christian, 
much of your life is dark and dreary. 
The life of trust is as much superior to 
your present struggling life, as your 
present life is superior to your earnest 
and anxious striving whUe laboring un
der conviction. Why, therefore, strug
gling one, not seek life on this higher 
plane? It is foryou, for all Christians, 
But you must believe that such a life is, 
and then you must seek i t You cannot 
induct yourself into it, but the blessed 
Saviour can lead yon into it, and wants 
to do i t But vou must give it the as
sent of your intelligence, and then the 
consent of your heart; the Saviour -wiU 
do all of the work. The act is very 
simple, the blessing very calm and de
lightful. It fits for usefulness; removes 
the balance of the yoke of the law; and 
makes you Christ's trusting, loving dis
ciple. Come, then, into this fulness of 
life; confide all things into the hands of 
the loving Saviour, and the old things 
of your experience will pass away, and 
all things of a new and wonderful ex
perience shall become yours. 

•-•-« 

Do you work faithfully ? Continne to 
do it in the name and by the authority 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit TeU 
this rebelUous generation they are al
ready condemned and will be shortly 
damned. Preach to them like Moses 
from Mount Sinai and Ebal; like David 
—"The wicked shall be turned into 
Hell, and aU the nations that forget 
God "—like Isaiah, " who amongst you 
shall dwell with devouring fire, who 
among you can dwell with everlasting 
burnings ? "—like Ezekiel " 0 wicked 
man, thou shalt surely die! " Pro
nounce the eight woes uttered by the 
Son of God near the close of His min
istry, and ask witl^ Him ; " Ye serpents, 

- ~.^.l..l.Ji..UAJL^.a.'iiJJJ.,4IUUl]J, 
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ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of heU ?" Preach 
as if you had seen heaven and its ce
lestial inhabitants, and had hovered over 
the bottomless pit, and beheld the tor
tures and heard the groans of the dam
ned. Perfect in Christ Jesus, in expe
rience, in obedience, in love.—Asbury. 

INFIDELITY. 

Joseph Barker was a talented, well-edu
cated Englishman. For many years he 
was an able advocate of infidelity. But 
its utter hopelessness led him to look to 
Christ,and,asa consequence,he found sal
vation. He died a short time since in a 
Christian's hope. The following testimony 
whichhe left shotUd be carefully pondered 
by those who are encouraging in them
selves a skeptical spirit. 

To you, young men, who are begin 
ning to entertain skeptical views, let me 
offer a word of counsel and warning. 
I assure you, you know not what you 
are doing. 'Tfae patfa on which you are 
entering may seem right to you in your 
present state of mind; but the end 
thereof is death. You are preparing 
for yourselves matter for bitter repent
ance. 

I have trod the dreadful path from 
beginning to end. I know it aU. It is 

. a weary and dismal road, and it leads to 
wretchedness and ruin. I have seen 
the terrible effects which infidelity pro
duces on men's characters. I have road 
and studied both sides, and what is 
more, I have tried both; and the result 
is, a full assurance that infidelity is 
madness; and that the religion of Christ 
is the perfection of wisdom and good
ness. 

I think of my wanderings in the dark 
shades of doubt and unbelief with un
speakable sorrow. I would give a world, 
if I could have my time to live again, 
tfaat I might avoid tho dreadful mistake 
I made, in turning my back on Christ 
and his cause and joining th&v, ranks of 
his enemies. The only comfort I have 
is, that I am permitted to retum while 
in the fullness of my mental powers; 

that I am allowed to speak for Christ 
and Christianity once more; that my 
fiimUy are all happy in the love of God 
and in the faith of tbe gospel; and that 
my large and varied experience enables 
me to speak of the infinite excellency 
of religion with an assurance; and to 
substantiate what I say with a kind of 
evidence which, without such an expe
rience, might have been impossible, 

I have no inducement to address yon 
thus, but a regard to your welfare and 
to tbe welfare of those over whom your 
influence may extend, and a sense of 
dnty to that great, good God, who is the 
Father of us all, I owe it to yon, I 
owe it to all, to make known the result 
of my life-long experience; and this is 
the reason why I speak, I know that 
virtue is necessary to faappiness, and 
that religion is necessary to virtue; and 
that Christianity is religion, and virtue, 
and happiness, in their highest and di
vinest forms, I have proved its power; 
I have felt its worth; I have tasted its 
blessedness, I have seen its cheering 
and elevating power in others near and 
dear to me, in the hour of grievous suf
fering. It is—as the best and dearest 
creature I know on earth, said to me 
not long ago, when apparently drawing 
near to death—it is " the pearl of great 
price;" the " one thing needful," 

I could say more; my heart is full, 
and would fain pour forth itself in 
prayers and entreaties for you to return 
to Christ, Tbe man that leaves the re
ligion of Christ for unbelief, or sinful 
pleasures, or worldly gains, makes a 
dreadful exchange. He leaves the 
fountains of Uving waters for cisterns 
that can hold no water Like the prod
igal son, he leaves tfae home of his soul 
and the love of his Father for a far 
country: where, after his short delusive 
pleasures, he must encounter the horrors 
of friendlessness and starvation. The 
Prodigal was beside himself; and so 
are they who imitate his example. 
When the Prodigal came to himself, he 
returned, with sfaame and sadness, to 
his Father and his bome again; and 
when you come to yourselves, you wUl 
do the same. 
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God grant that it raay be soon ! God 
grant that you may be brought to see 
things in their true lights and to seek 
his mercy, and give yourselves to his 
service without delay! 

Infidelity and sin, and all tbat they 
can give, are but vanity and vexation 
of spirit; but a life of faith on the Son 
of God, and of obedience to his gospel, 
"is profitable unto all things, having 
promise both of tbe life that now is, 
and of that which is to come."—Joseph 
Barker. 

FREE GRACE. 

My earnest desire to you is that ye 
wonld in the fear of God, compare your 
inch and hand breadth of time with vast 
eternity, and your thoughts of this now 
fair, blooming and green world, with tfae 
thoughts which ye will have of it when 
corruption and worms will make their 
house in your eye holes, and eat your 
flesh, and make that body dry bones. 
If ye so do, I know then that your light 
of this world's vanity will be more clear 
than now it is, and I am persuaded ye 
wUl then think that men% labors for this 
clay idol are to be laughed a t There
fore, come near and take a view of that 
transparent beauty that is in Christ, 
which would bring the love of ten thou
sand millions of worlds and angels, and 
hold them all at work. ' Surely I am 
grieved that men would not spend their 
whole love upon the royal and princely 
Well Beloved, tfaal faigh and lofty One, 
for it is cursed love that runneth another 
way than upon Him. And for myself, 
if I faad ten loves and ten souls, O ! how 
glad wonld I be if He would break it 
upon me and take possession of them 
all! Woe, woe is me, that He and I 
are so far asunder! I hope we sfaall be 
in one country and in one house together. 
Tmly, pain of love, sickness for Jesus, 
maketh me to think it long, long, long to 
the dawning of that day. Oh that He 
would cut short years and months and 
hours, and overleap time tfaat we might 
meet! 

And for this truth, sir, tfaat ye profess. 
I avow before the world of men and 

angels, that it is the way and the only 
way to our country, the restare by-ways; 
and that what I suffer for it, the apple of 
Christ's eye, even His faonor as Law
giver and King of His Church. I think 
death too little ere I forsake i t Do not, 
sir, I beseech you in the Lord, make 
Christ's court thinner by drawing back 
from Him; it is too thin already. For 
I dare pledge my heaven upon it that 
He wUl win the plea, and that the fools 
that plead against Him shall lose the 
wager. Which is their part of salvation, 
except tfaey take better heed of their 
ways. Sir, free grace that we give no 
hire for, is a jewel which our Lord giveth 
to few. Stand fast in the hope that ye 
are called unto. Our Master will reud 
the clouds, and will be upon us quickly, 
and clear our cause, and bring us all out 
in our black and white.. Clean, clean 
garments, in the Bridegroom's eye are of 
great worth. Step over this hand breadth 
of world's glory into our Lord's new 
world of grace, and you will laugh at 
the featfaer that children are chasing in 
the air. I verily judge that these inns 
which men are building their nest in. 
are not worth a drink of cold water. It 
is a rainy and smoky faouse ; best we 
come out of it, lest we be choked with 
tfae smoke tfaereof. Ofa, that my adver
saries knew how sweet my sighs for 
Christ are, and what it is for a sinner to 
lay his head between Christ's breasts 
and to be over head and ears in Christ's 
love! Alas, I can not cause paper to 
speak the height, and breadth, and deptfa 
of it! I have not a balance to weigh 
the worth of my Lord Jesus. Heaven, 
ten heavens, would not be the beam of 
a balance to weigh Him in. I must give 
over praising of Him. 

Angels see but little of Him. Oh, 
if that fair one would take the mask off 
His fair face, that I migfat see Him! 
A kiss of Him through His mask, is 
half to heaven. Oh day dawn 1 O 
time run fast! O Bridegroom, post, 
post fast that we may meet! O heaven, 
cleave in two, that that bright face may 
set itself throngh the clouds! Oh, that 
the corn were ripe, and this world pre
pared for the hook!—S. Rutherford. 
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HOW TO H A V E A REVIVAL. 

Henry Bruden writes to Thomas Col
lins:—"Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord." What an awful thing 
it wonld be, if we, who are employed 
about the sanctuary, should preach sal 
vation, and then go self damned to hell! 
Holiness is everything. 0, what beauty 
there is in hoUness! Let us seek her, 
court her, win her, love her, and that 
fpr her own sake alone. 

There is power in holiness. I want 
Thomas Collins to have as much of this 
power as any man under the stars. 
Stick to your Bible. Be much on your 
knees. Follow Jesus. Thus get power 
that will make strong hearted sinners 
bend, I often wish that I had opportu 
nity to conveise with you. John Smith 
had an inheritance from Nelson. I re
ceived from Smith. Perhaps I may 
pass over a little instrnction to you. 

1. Be a man of decision. An ad
ministrator, a popular man, a winner of 
sonls,—which is it to be? At Madeley 
the very worldlings said of Fletcher, 
" there goes the soul saver !" Make up 
your mind wfaetfaer you wUl be a soul-
saver or not 

2. If you decide to be one, thence
forth make that your business; be de
voted to it; compel everything to bend 
that wav; throw all your energies into 
i t 

2. Be restless. Success is not likely, 
in our age, to overtake the world's ne
cessities. While we live, we can never 
have done. Be alwaya tenderly yearn
ing for sinners. This i sa happy unhap
piness. A man full of Christlike tears 
is a noble creature. Such concern melts 
men, and teUs with God. 

4. Keep your eye single. Ha-ving 
chosen your aim, be true to it. Do 
nothing idly, or without meaning. Be 
not of those who do with the right hand 
and undo with the left 

5. Study the Acts of the Apostles. 
In those Acts lie all the seeds of all 
evangelical methods. Cultivate fertility 
of expedient In principle be fixed, but 
in action manUold. 

6. In composing sermons, first fix 

your eye on what you mean to hit Let 
nothing in, that is not meant to strike. 
Ask not, " I s it pretty?" but, WiU it 
do the thing I wish ? 

7. In selecting the sermon to be 
preached, consider the people, not your
self ; take—^not the one that will give 
you the least tronble, nor the one that 
will win you, as apreacher, the most cred
it,—but that which is most appropriate to 
the current need. If the people be hun
gry, it is better to feed them than daz
zle them; even though you were able 
to do it with the sheen of diamonds. 

8. Choose your hymns carefuUy. 
Give them out heartUy, and with much 
inward devotion. In yonr first prayer 
plead until the people move; wait untU 
the baptism of power falls. You mnst 
not preach witfaout the power. 

9. Preach as a dying man to dying 
men. How would yon speak if you 
were sure that in sixty minutes you, 
with nineteen others from that room; 
would be in etemity ? and at present., 
of all the score, you only saved ? In 
such a case faow would you entreat, and 
warn, and weep! Do as much like that 
as you can every time you stand with 
God's message of mercy among poor, 
sin-smitten, dying hearers, 

10. Never doubt either God's pres
ence, God's word, God's pity, or God's 
power, 

11. During the closing prayer, re
member that success or faUure wUl be 
protracted throngh eternity. Dash jew
els to atoms rather than miss your point 

12. If strength permit, marshal the 
after-meeting yourself. Stndy tbe pe
culiarities and tastes of the people 
among whom you labor. In mode, be 
pliant Let not the lion of your will 
roar about mere methods. Meet pre
vailing notions of decorum as far as 
may be consistent with the work being 
done. 

Teach the people to confess what they 
receive, and, for yourself, watch, pray, 
and believe.— Henry Br-uden, sent by 
Rev. H. Homshy. 

»-*-* 
All established and abiding Christians 

are filled with the Spirit 
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DUTY AND INTEREST. 

BY BEV. K. OWEN. 

Man's duty and interest are insepa
rable. Tfaey always lie side by side, 
though to man they oflen seem to be 
as distant from each other as the poles. 
It is our want of penetration, that gives 
tfaem this deceptive appearance. To 
the Infinite mind, wfao has marked 
man's pathway through this world with 
special reference to his welfare, aU is 
plain; and must, either by a happy or 
painful experience, be ultimately made 
plain to every human mind. It is a 
lesson which aU must learn. WhUe 
the pioas, trusting one will learn it by a 
blissful experience along " the path of 
the just, which shines more and more, 
even unto the perfect day," the unbe 
Uever, who pl-ins his own route through 
the world, regardless of Divine gui
dance, must ultimately acknowledge that 
"Tfae way of transgressors is faard." 
In the very nature of things this must 
be so. No man knows enongh to plan 
a successful voyage across the unkaown 
and dangerous seas before him. Hence 
the wrecks that every where appear. 
Man wUl trust outward appearances, in
stead of the divine chart " Tfaere is a 
way which seemeth rigfat unto man, but 
tfae end thereof are the ways of death." 

" Go to Nineveh, and cry against it," 
said God to Jonah. My happiness, 
thonght Jonah, is in the direction of 
Tarshish, and away he goes after i t 
For a time his way seemed clear and 
prosperous. His burden for Nineveh 
is rolled off, his conscience quieted, and 
he goes to sleep. But the storm did 
not slumber. It became terrific; and 
Jonah is aroused by the "ship master," 
and exhorted to call upon his God, in 
-view of certain wreck. His conscience 
awoke. He knew what was the matter. 
Preferring to go to heU alone, ratfaer 
than take the sfaip"s company witfa faim, 
he consents to'be thrown overboard, and 
a calm ensues. Though late, he now 
^aw tfaat, with him, it was Ninevefa or 
helL A long-suffering God, touched 

with the hearty confession and earnest 
prayer of this backslider, grants him 
one more chance to reach the path of 
duty, thongh by an uncomfortable pas
sage. He had learned, by sad experi
ence, what he ought to have learned at 
a cheaper rate, that " They that observe 
lying vanities, forsake their own mercy," 
—become unmerciful to themselves. 
How striking the language of his con
fession ! All the flattering appearances 
along the way of disobedience, are not 
only caUed "vanities," but "lying van
ities." Thus are all of Satan's prom
ised treasures falsely labeled. Honor, 
pleasure, profit, etc., are inscribed upon 
them in golden letters, but we have 
ouly to remove the gilded wrapper, to 
learn, as did Jonah, that tfaey are all 
" lying vanities." 

The very reverse of this is true of 
the path of duty. Under the rough
est exterior, we often pick up the 
most valuable gems. Even man's tem
poral gain is often enhanced by tfae 
very self-denial that threatens to send 
him to the poor-house, Thongh Job 
lost all his property by his strict integ
rity, God gave him double the amount 
to enjoy during the last one hundred 
and forty years of his eventful Ufe. 
Joseph seemed to lose all earthly good, 
and fell into deep disgrace by refusing 
to sin against God; but subsequently 
reached the pinnacle of worldly pros
perity. It is by no means certain that 
temporal sacrifice for Christ's sake, wiU 
end in poverty. " Taking joyfuUy the 
spoiUng of our goods,'' is often the only 
way to save them. Multitudes, who 
are to-day in want, can trace their pov
erty to violations of Divine law. "And 
Jesus answered and said. Verily, I say 
unto you, there is no man tfaat hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands' 
for my sake, and the Gospel's, but he 
shall receive a hundred fold now, in this 
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and chUdren, and lands, 
with persecutions; and in the world to 
come eternal life." 

Duty and to-day are ours. 
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EDITOBIAL. 
INFIDEL SCHOOLS. 

Extremes meet. Roman Catholics and 
Masons, tisnally at swords points, nnite in 
their opposition to the reading of the Bible 
in onr public schools. In some of the cities 
they have succeeded in banishing God's 
Holy Book from the school room. To the 
Masons belong the credit of discovering 
that prayers, offered in the name of Christ, 
are sectarian prayers, and that Christianity 
is a sectarian religion, and the Bible a sec 
tarian book! Snch of our leading secular 
papers as are controlled by Masons and 
Spiritualists, are especially zealous in their 
opposition to the Bible. 

This warfare, if it succeeds at all, will 
succeed beyond the expectations of those 
who begun it. Their victory will be their 
defeat. It will result in the complete over
throw of the public school system. 'Where 
there is one who objects to what are called 
sectarian schools, there will be a hundred 
who will object to infidel schools. The 
Roman Catholics -will famish an educa
tion that will go farther towards making 
good citizens, than any that the Spiritual
ists can possibly give us. The most ob
jectionable sectarianism is infinitely better 
than infidelity. The slightest flavor of 
God's word will render the instraction of 
the school room more wholesome than 
whole volames of the " Revelations of 
Andrew Jackson Davis." Infidelity will 
prove itself as incapable of mnning a 
school system which Christianity has pre
pared, as it has shown itself in the past 
incapable of originating one. To abolish 
the Bible from our schools, is practically 
to abolish .the schools. The people will 
not long submit to be taxed to give the 
youth an education that simply qaickens 
their intellectual faculties, hut has no ten
dency to make them honest or moral. It 
will not pay. Mere intelligence does not 
make men upright, or secure the stability 
of the State. There is much more crime 
now, and on a much larger scale, than there 
was when there was less intelligence among 
the people. Not that ignorance, any more 
than intelligence, restrains man from 

crime, but religion does. The word itself 
implies this. It is from re, intensive, and 
ligo, to bind; and means a bond that binds 
man to the discharge of the dnties which 
he oives to God, ss well as to his fellow-men. 
No State has ever yet existed without re
ligion. 

It is impossible to teach, even geography, 
without teaching either religion or Athe
ism. Philosophy cannot be taught withont 
either infidelity or theology. To make 
onr schools entirely secular, would call for 
such an expurgation of our text books as 
neither Pope nor Council ever attempted. 
So that., whatever may be the intention; 
the war against the Bible in onr schools, is 
a war against the schools themselves. 

*"%-* 
CONSECRATION. 

Tour grace will be in proportion to your 
consecration to God. If there is a defect 
in yonr consecration, there -wUl be one 
equally in your experience. Just as you 
open your heart to the light, the light will 
shine within your heart. Qod takes pos
session of every heart that is fully given 
up to Him. Whatever He takes posses
sion of. He makes holy. 

Many who think they are fully conse
crated fo Qod, deceive themselves. They 
are honest, but mistaken. They make 
reservations of which they are not aware. 

With some, property is reserved. They 
consider themselves proprietors, and not 
servants. They use property to gratify-
worldly ambition, and worldly lusts. They 
say, " It is mine, and I have a right to use 
it as I please." They ignore the claims of 
God. What they give to help on the cause 
of Qod is prompted, in part at least, by 
selfish considerations. Were those pro
fessing to be consecrated to Qod, really 
consecrated, there would be no plea of ne
cessity for renting seats in the honse of 
Qod, aud so shatting the poor ont. Ten 
families as fnlly consecrated, as to their 
property, as the ancient Jews were, would 
be sufficient for the support of a preacher. 
Now you wiU sometimes find a preacher 
crippled in his inflaence, tempted and dis
couraged, when there are thirty or forty 
families connected with his charch. Such 
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people are deceived. They do not honor 
God with their substance. Their piety is 
saperficial and spasmodic. They lack the 
deep seated principle necessary to take 
them through. They are apt to become 
murmurers and complainers, on the look
out for something which tney can make an 
excuse for their covetousness. 

There is a great lack of Scriptural feel
ing and action in regard to consecration of 
property to God, Some who claim to be 
fully given to Qod, use their property 
through life as though it were their own, 
and at death dispose of it as though it be
longed to the devil. They leave it to un
godly relatives to squander In dissipations, 
who have already enough to gild tbeir way 
down to the pit. Even the pilgrim preach
er, called on to preach the funeral sermon, 
has to pay his own traveling expenses. 

Beloved, is your property as well as your 
ability consecrated to Qod 1 Is holiness to 
the Lord inscribed on everything you call 
your own ? 

Others are not consecrated in their asso
ciations. They go—not where they can 
get good and do good—but where tbey can 
be flattered, and their vanity and pride in
dulged. Those whom the world honors, 
they honpr, and feel honored by the atten
tions that are in turn paid to them, A con
secrated soul, honoreth them that fear tlie 
Lord,—Ps, IV. 4,,—no matter how humble 
their position in life may be. In coming 
out from the world, he not only left its 
fashions and its vanities, but also those 
who follow the fashions and vanities of the 
world. In all his associations he consults 
not his own pleasure, but the glory of Qod, 
and the good of his fellow-men. How 
many professing to be consecrated to God, 
choose their church relations from motives 
purely selfish and mercenary 1 They stand 
oonnnected wiih rich, popular churches, 
which openly sanction practices, which, if 
a weak, poor church tolerated, they would 
not belong to it an hour. 

Beloved, are you fully consecrated to 
God? Do not take it for granted that yon 
are,—do not answer the question hastily, 
but search the matter carefully, and give 
yourself wholly to Qod, 

BRIDLING THE TONGUE, 

•Wild beasts do not wear the bridle,— 
They have their own way. They go ac
cording to their own will, and do not sub
mit to the dictation of superior intelligence. 
The bridle is for the noblest of domestic 
animals—the best servant of man, civilized 
or savage—in his business or in his plea
sures, 

A bridled tongue is a disciplined tongue. 
It is not unruly. It does not run away 
with its owner. When excitement runs 
the highest, it obeys the voice of reason. 
It stops when told to stop. When the 
servant becomes a master, he is apt to be 
a cruel one. He whose tongue runs away 
with him, has a hard master—one that is 
always getting him into trouble, 

A bridled tongue is easily kept within 
bounds. It acknowledges the limits God 
has set. It does not utter things which 
He has forbidden. It never utters any 
thing whieh borders on blasphemy. Swear 
not at all, is a restriction to its utterances 
to which it always gives heed. It never 
uses any popular expressions, so often em
ployed as a substitute for swearing. It 
never enters the lists against the Almighty, 
either in person or by proxy. It does not 
rush blindly and madly into the jaws of 
destrviction, 

A bridled tongue never invades the 
rights of another, to rob him of his.repu
tation, Qod has said. Speak not evil one of 
another, brethren.—James iv, 11. No mat
ter how others talk, the rule is, not render
ing evil for evil, or railing for railing.—1 
Peter iii. 9, These are restrictions which 
a bridled tongue does not set aside. In 
the law of Qod, a man's good name is as 
much protected as his property • The re-
viler is classed by the word of Qod, as be
ing in very bad company. Know ye not 
tliat the unrighteous shall not inherit tht 
Kingdom of God f Be •not deceived: nrith-
er fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
eluUl inherit the kingdem of Ood.—1 Cor, 
vi, 10. 



CORRESPONDENCE. £6 

These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, 
seven are an abomination unto h im: A 
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that 
shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that be svnft in 
running to mischief, a false witness that 
speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord 
among brethren.—Prov, vi. 16,19. 

Te that profess to take the Bible for 
your guide, see that an unbridled tongue 
will just as surely shut you out of heaven 
as dishonesty or theft. Yon cannot, by an 
excessive strictness on some points, com
pensate for a lack of obedience in this par
ticular. Gifts will not take the place of 
obedience. Plainness of dress will not 
take the place of a bridled tongue. 

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill ? He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous
ness, and speaketh tlie truth in his heart. 
He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth eril to his neighbor, nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbor,—Ps. xv. 1-3. 
Here you see tbat government of the tongue 
is placed among the things essential to 
our gaining heaven-

Beloveds, search your hearts, examine 
yourselves in this particular. If yonr 
tongue has had its way, subdue it. " I f 
any man among you seems tobe religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man's religion is vain." 
James 1. 36. 

THE NEW YEAR. 

To all our friends we wish, most cordial
ly, a happy New Year. May the blessings 
of_oar Heavenly Father rest upon you in 
all their fulness 1 

The year that has gone has heen to us, 
personally, one of great trials and deep af
fliction. But, in the midst of all, we have 
felt that the everlasting arms were under 
neath us, and that we were upheld by 
power divine. We enter upon the duties 
of this year, chastened and subdued, but 
with firm confidence in God, We are do
ing His work to the best of our ability, and 
He wiU help us through. 

Beloveds, let us consecrate ourselves 
anew to do the work that our Heavenly 

Father intrusts to our hands. Let us give 
ourselves to the task of making our fellow-
men better, and leaving an inflaence for 
good when we are gone. It is Satan who 
tells us we can do nothing. Whatever our 
work, we may obtain strength from on 
High to do it to Divine acceptance. Let 
na say, I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me. 

C O B B E S P O J Y D E M C E . 

SCRASTON, P A . 
I am so glad that I ever saw the E A B 

NEST CHBiSTiAif, and Sister Osborne's tes
timony therein. For I do believe, that in 
answer to your prayers, the Lord did have 
mercy on my soul. I feel to-night, that 
the Lord has spoken peace to my soul,—I 
am BO happy—every one looks so good to 
me, -Those that I nsed to dislike, and to 
whom I did not wisn to speak, I now feel 
just like putting myself out of the way to 
speak with. My dear friend, I hardly 
know myself. 0, what a work Jesus will 
do for ua, if we will let him I I will give 
him free access to my heart, I want hJTn 
to do his perfect work there. 

1 know, to night, that Jesus saves me.— 
Glory to Qod I I don't want any one to 
tell me; I know it for myself. I know I 
am a child of God—the King's daughter. 
My Father is able to keep me in spite of 
the world—praise his name ! I give my
self to the Lord, body, soul and spirit, to 
live and work for him. Don't expect to 
get to heaven, only by way of the cross. 
I know that " I must fight if I would 
reign." I expect to be a true soldier of 
the cross, and at last to wear a crown in 
heaven. 

I never can tell you how thankful I feel, 
for the interest yon have taken in me, a 
stranger, and for the many prayers you 
have offered in my behalf. I know that I 
can never repay you, but I expect to clasp 
hands on the other shore, and there, with 
you, to praise Jesus, that he ever gave you 
the heart to interest yourself in this stran
ger. 

Tou write, that the Lord wonderfully-
blessed you in praying for me, ihe mom-
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ing you wrote. That was the moming 
Jesns came to my heart—July 14. 'When 
I went down stairs, that morning, the lady 
I live with, who does not enjoy religion, 
met me in the dining-room, and said, "Nel
lie, what is the matter ? you look so badly. 
Are you sick ?" I told her. No; but she 
insisted on my going to my room and get
ting more sleep. So I went, and tumed 
the key, then threw myself on my knees, 
and asked God to come to my help. But 
it seemed to me that God was so far away, 
that he would not listen to me; still I 
kept praying, though the distance and 
darkness seemed to increase. 

The enemy came in like a flood, and I 
thought I should be overcome. Just then, 
it seemed that something said, " Keep 
praying." Then I began to pray again; 
but all I conld say, for more thau an hour, 
was, " Jesus, save me; Jesus, save me 1" 
But 1 kept saying i t ; then I could say, 
" Save this morning I" Then a voice said, 
" Will you give yourself up to Qod ? Will 
you tell the Church that you have been 
professing religion, when you were living 
without Qod,—professing to serve God 
when you were doing the enemy's work ?" 
I said, " Yes, Lord; I will do anything." 
Then that still, small voice said, " WiU 
you come out from the world ?" " Tes," I 
said. Then the voice said again, " Will 
you lay aside all yotir ornaments of dress, 
and be plain as those ladles were, up to 
the camp-meeting at Abington, last sum
mer t" Then I said, " Lord, anything but 
that." Then, God only knows what dark
ness came on my soul. I could not utter 
one word, and it was worse than " a thou
sand deaths." At last I tried to get up, but 
I could not stir. Then I began to ask the 
Lord to help me to say yes, and after a Uttle 
I took off my rings, then I took my hair out 
of the crimps, and combed it out and began 
to pay," Lord, 1 know I ought to dress plain, 
I know it is God's will. I will try to do so, 
if Thou wilt help me." Then pretty soon 
I made it stronger, and said, •' Lord, / wiO, 
be a plain Christian. I will take the nar-
ro w way, will do any thing, dress any how, 
to please Thee." 

Then how the Lord came to my help! 

How sweetly Jesus saved me I It was al
most like entering heaven. O glory to 
Jesus I I soon went down stairs, a-iid the 
lady said : '• Nellie dear, how happy you 
look! Have you experienced religion this 
morning?" Then I began to praise Qod 
and give Him the glory. People had called 
me very quiet, but the lady says I made the 
whole house ring. I did not Want any 
minister to tell me I was saved, but I can 
tell them all that I know Jesus saves me 
now. I think you must enjoy so much your 
privileges, if you live where there is a Free 
Methodist Society, where yon can have 
prayer meetings, and the Spirit can have 
a free church to work in. But I have the 
same Jesus here, even in this wicked city, 
with no church to attendbut such as serves 
the god of fashion. No w let me add, I feel 
BO good in my plain dress, I have not had 
any other since Jesus came into my heart, 
and don't have any desire to put on any
thing that is fussy or gay. I want to dress 
just as the Bible tells me. Last week I was 
at the M. E. prayer meeting, and the Lord 
did wonderfully bless me, in telling what 
He had done for me. But I could see that 
our minister would rather I had kept still. 
But I have given myself to God, and I -will 
witness for Him everywhere I can, even 
though it does not please the world. 

O I how I love the pilgrims. I hope you 
and any of them will write to me, and also 
pray for me. May the Lord bless and 
keep you, is my prayer. 

Ever your friend, 
N E L L I E BLOBS. 

• * - * - » 

LOVE FEAST. 

MABT W E E D . — I n much weakness and 

pain of body, and bodily infirmities many, 
1 can sing. I rise superior to my pain, am 
Btill rising, am getting out of the natural 
into the supernatural; that is, out of self 
into Qod. I am finding solid rock for soul 
and body, as never before. Glory to God! 
Amen. 

MRS. T . F . EABTON.—My testimony is, 

that there is a flame of living fire buming 
on the altar of my heart. I know the Holy 
Spirit, like a heavenly dove, dwells within 
me. Bless his name! 


