on.

‘refinement, are fruitless and absurd.

 spiritually dead.

_ be, but then, they are not dead. But

: might pronounce it alive.
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| DEAD OR ALIVE?
[
!

BY REV. B. T. ROBERTS.

This is a question that underlies all
others. The first thing to be done to a
man apparently drowned is to restore
him to life. Until thisis effected all
efforts to advance him in education or

Spiritual life consists in union yith
God. Dead souls are separated from
Him. He has life in Himself, and
He gives it to none but those who
are in union with Him.

[All men in a stale of nature are
This statement is
strong, but it is Seriptural. Few are
réady to admit its truth as applied to

emselves. They will confess that

ey are not quite what they ought to

Ggod pronounces them dead. Because
'ﬂe thus judge, that if one did for all,
then were all dead.—2 Cor. v. 14.
| Some who are commonly supposed to
be alive, are actually dead. At the
touch of a powerful galvanic battery, a
dead body may be made to exhibii
s of life. An unskilled spectator
So, under
the influence of eloquent appeals, dead
sbu]s manifest symptoms of life. For
a/litile time, they move in the right di-

rfction with great énergy. But their

[
|

zeal is spasmodic. It dies with the oc-
casion that gave it birth. To all such
God says: “I know thy works, that
thou-hast a name that thou lvest, and
art dead.”—Rev. iii. 1. They believed
themselves to be alive—others pro-
nounced them alive—but God saw that
they were dead. His verdict settled
the matter.

Reader, What judgment would God
pronounce concerning you? Man's
opinion is of but little account. The
indorsement of the whole world, would
not influence, in the least, the verdict
of the Almighty. Thatwill bein strict
accordance with the facts in the case.

Then what are the facts ?- Exa.mme
yourselves.

If you are alive to God you are
dead to sin. Your love for sin has
changed to hatred. It has lost its at-
tractions for yon. Iisdeceitful promi-
ses no longet lure you on to destruction.
Yon have discovered its true character.
You turn from it with loathing and dis-
may. How shall we, that are dead to
sin, live any longer therein 2—Rom. vi.1.

No matter how fashionable it may be to

disobey any command of God, you feel
no inclination, with the devotees of
fashion, to adorn yourself with gold,
or pearls, or costly array. The great
study with you is to appear right in the
sight of God. You are keenly alive to
all his requirements, and dead to every

s

TP
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influence that would lead you to disre-
gard them. Likewise reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unfo sin, bui
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord—Rom. vi. 11.

Usnally when a dead man comes to
life, the first thing he does is_to open
his eyes. If you are alive to God your
eyes are opened. You see things as
they are. Moral distinctions are no
longer blended. You do not put light
for darkness, nor darkness for light.
You call that ,wrong which God calls
" wrong. Temporal things appear to you
as they are, fleeting and transitory, im-
portant mainly because of the infiuence
which they have upon the destiny of
souls. Karthly crowns seem insignifi-
cant when put in comparison with that
crown of life that can never be lost.
" Worldly possessions, which must soon
be left, are easily sacrificed for an in-
heritance that is incorruptible and unde-
filed, and that fadethnotaway. Things
that perish with the using do net ab-
sorb your attention, and exhaust your
energies. You see the King in His
beauty, and the land that is afar off—
You press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Je-
sus.—Phil. iii. 14.

If you are alive to God, your ears
are open to listen to His voice. You
know it when you hear it it, and you
hear it when God speaks. The thun-
ders of Sinai reverberate in vain in the
dull ears of a soul sunk in spiritual
death; while the still small voice starts
upon his mission one who has passed
from death unto life. Dead souls are

very sensitive as to what men say.

They catch the faintest whisper of pop-
ular approval or popular disapprobation.
But God’s (voice they cannot hear,

They are alike deaf when he speaks in

(-threatening tones, and when he presses

upon them the most glorious promises.
But live souls have ears to hear what
the Spirit says. By reason of use they
have their semses exercised to dzscern
spiritual things.

Live bodies have a great power of
resistance. A living man can endure
heat which . would consume a dead
one. He can resist cold which would
render a corpse rigid. So a live soul
is not the creature of circumstances.
He is not like the drift-wood that moves
with the current; nor like a feather
that floats in the wind. He may feel

the influences that surround him, but §

he has the power to overcome them.
He can, in a cold, formal church which
resembles an ice-house, where every
thing is frozen into the forms of rigid
propriety, keep from freezing, atleast un-
til he can work his way out. If youare
alive, you will not be to tossed and fro
with every wind of doctrine and cunning
crafivness of men whereby they lie in wait
to decesve. It is not till. men “begin to
die spiritually, that they become un-
sound in doctrine.

We ask you then to examine your:
self carefully, and see whether you are

alive or dead.
Jesus alone can speak dead souls to

life. His voice can pierce the tomb;
and though you are dead in tresspasses
and sins, He can bring you forth to
newness of life. Dwell then no longer
among the tombs. Forsake the abodes
of death, the haunts of sin, and drink in
the invigorating ‘sunshine of God’s fa- -
vor. VERILY, ,VERILY, I SAY UNTO
YOU THE HOUR IS COMING AND NOW IS,
WHEN THE DEAD SHALL HEAR THE VOICE
OF THE SON OF GOD: AND THEY THAT
HEAR SHALL LIVE.
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’[f'HE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

| -BY REV. L. B. DENNIS.

EThe character of Christ, is one of
ti

¢.most remarkable, that ever graced
the world. This is so, because of His
early and easy exhibitions of innocency,
_earnestness, and goodness; because of
his numerous miracles, 'his undying
love, and the union of the God-head
with the man-hood.
The above, all plainly proclaim an
common character. And all Chris-
ians must partake to a greater or less
xtent of this nature and character.
rue, we cannot perform miracles in
ur-own name, NOr Can We pOSSess un-
ying love, only as it is given from the
reat Fountain.- No, nor can we unite
the man-hood in the God-head. But
the Word demands, that we shall par-
take of the divine nature. “And with-

* out controversy, all admit, that in early

life, we should exhibit the traits of in-
nocency, earnestness, and goodness. It
has been said that character consists of
the peculiar qualities impressed by na
ture or habit. Hence, Christ in his
character, became eminent for his nat-
ural goodness, his inimitable habits.

‘ From the manger to the cross, his

character was unimpeachable—of the

best. He took upon himself no obliga-

j tions relative to this world, to militate

against his great work. * I must work
the works of him that sent me,” was
the grand maxim of his life. =When the
better feelings of the people prevailed
over their hostility and severe opposi-

| tion, they determined to make him king
| atonce.

He very meekly and modestly
replied: *“My kingdom is not of this
world; if my kingdom were of this
world, then would my servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the

¢ Jews: but now is my kingdom not from

Pilate; astonished at that re-
“Art thou a king then?”
Innocently asa child, our Christ replied :
“Thoun sayest that I am a king. To
this end was I born, and for this cause
came I into the world:”

Hence 'we claim our great Prototype

hence.”

to be king, king of Israel, king of saints,
king of the world! As evidence of his
character, we claim to be his subjects,
we bear his name, should imitate his
example, and partake largely of his
spirit.

Christianity is a strong term. The
best definition yet presented is, the re-
ligion of Christians! Making such pro-
fession, and claiming such character, do
we see in the character of Christ, an
evidence of Christianity ! We see
much every way. When but twelve
years old, he evidenced his divine char-
acter, in the temple surrounded with
doctors, hearing them and asking them
questions, astonishing all who heard.
And when he returned to Nazareth,
where he was raised, ‘“ As his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day,”—a very good example,
“And stood up for to read,” as good
men still do; as he reads—hark what
words! *The Spirit of the Lord is up-
on me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the broken hearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty them that are brumised; to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Already the inquiry was heard, *Isnot
this Joseph’s son ?” :

Again, when our great Exemplam was
preaching a most interesting and profit-
able discourse, and the influence was
seen and felt, he said with great force :
“ My Father giveth you.the true bread
from heaven.” - Then withalmost united
voice, the prayer was heard: “Lord
evermore give us this bread.” ‘Jesus
said unto them, I am the bread of life:
he that cometh to me shall never hun-
ger: and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst.” How suddenly a mur-
mur is heard, why? ‘Because,” he
said, *“I am the bread of life.” “Yea,
Iam the’ bread that came down from
heaven.”. Hark, as the whisper again
is heard, and the inquiry made—*isnot
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know?” Then with
more than ordinary emphasis, Jesus
repeated: “I am the bread of life!”
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Our great Archetype, is next pre-
sented to us as answering John’s disci-
ples. They wish to knowif he is “The
Christ.” Affectionately he said: “Go
and show John those things which ye
do hearand see: the blind receive their
sight, and the lame walk, the lepersare
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them. And blessed
is he, whosoever shall not be offended

in me.” What he preached in public,

he practiced in private; what he said in
life, he maintained in death.
He calls himself the Good Shepherd ;
-as such we receive him. “The good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”
So did Christ. “I lay down my life
for the sheep.” Such love! such inter-
est! such plain, positive, pointed and
powerful talk, example, and influence,
has a great, a lasting, and salutary ef
fect on infidels. His humility—the

force of his doctrine—the power of his
example, and the shedding of his blood,
has silently, graciously, and in the
most wondrous manner, accomplished
the greatest moral revolution recorded
on the pages of history. His kingdom
is the noblest, greatest, grandest, and

most stable—adored by the civilized na-
tions of the earth.

This fact, skeptics and infidels must
and do admit. Its overtowering influ-
ence, throws a peculiar shade over the
‘historic records relative to heroes, sages,
- poets, scholars, and statesmen, either
ancient or modern. They- hesitate—
they blush—they marvel!l

Your attentioniscalled tothe testimony
of a few leading unbelievers or infidels.

Goethe says: “As to the human
mind, no matter how much it may ad-
vance in intellectnal culture, and in the
extent and knowledge of nature, it will
never transcend the height and moral
culture of Christianity, as it shines and
glows in the canonical Gospel.”

Renan, who is represented as one of
the most brilliant, if not the most
learned, he says: ‘“ Whatsoever may
be the surprises of the future, Jesus
will never be surpassed.”

‘We ask in all candor, who could say

more? But he does not stop there.
He adds: “His worship will grow
young without ceasing; his legend will
call for tears without end; his tears
will melt:the noblest hearts; all ages
will proclaim that among the sons of
men, there is none born greater than
Jesus.” It does seem as if God in-
tended to make this man witness against
himself, and for the character, and
conduct of our Christ. :
However, we will now present you
with the testimony of the great and
bloody Napoleon. The time was, when
his name was a terror to the world;
and when he caused blood to run almost
to the horses’ bridles. He too is a vol-
untary witness. He says: “I search
in vain in history to find one equal to
Jesus Christ; any thing which can ap-
proach the Gospel. Neither history,
nor humanity, nor the ages, nor nature
offer me any thing with which I am able
to compare it, or explain it.” .
Need we call for more. They mul-
tiply at our call. Our Saviour says:
“That in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be estab-
lished.” But of the many enemies of
the Liord Jesus, there are but few so
keen, severe, learned, and critical, as
the celebrated Strauss. = He does not
seem as voluntary in his testimony, but
nearly as acting by constraint. How-
ever, we are delighted with the words "
he speaks relative to Christ and his re-
ligion—our Christianity, when he re-
marks: ‘“Jesus represents within the °
sphere of religion the culmination point,
beyond which philosophy can never go,
yea, which it can not even equal. He
remains the highest model of religion
within the reach of our thought. And
no perfect piety is possible without his
presence in the heart.” This we call
good evidence, rich experience;. and
may we not say, in the fulness of our
feelings, * When a man's ways please
the Lord, he maketh even his enemies
to be at peace with him.” Our ene-
mies, have here given Christ just such
character as we admire, adore, love!
Again we most earnestly repeat the
interrogatory —Who can say more?
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Do we need better testimony -of the
true character of our Divine Master?

We have it here, deep, broad, plain,
direct, forcible. Hence explanation
would seem superfluons.

However, as with the Jews, the Ro-
mans, the world, and too often with the
church, unbelief will go on to the end
of time.

But every new assault upon the old
fortress, will be repulsed by the good
and true defenders, until their defeat
will farnish new proof of Christ’s plain,
powerful prophecy,when he says: “The
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

Our enemies have made a terrible
effort to show that the evangelical wri-
ters have widely differed in their rep-
resentations of Christ's character. Let
us examine the difference for a moment,
that we may judge impartially.. Matthew
was writting to that class of men who
required a sign. To them, he sets him
forth as the new law-giver, as king in
Israel, and as the fulfillment of the
prophecies. Mark was apprised that
Israel was feeling the force of the gall-
ing yoke of the Romans; hence he pre-
sents him as the world’s conquerer.—
The mighty Son of God, as the great

.miracle worker. Every careful observer

must see the grand design of God, in

-selecting Luke the learned, the physi-

cian, the Hellenist, to write to those

. who seek after wisdom. He represents

him- as the healer of diseases, the

- friend of sinners, the Saviour of the

lost, the sympathizing Son of man.
Then John was all aglow with love, and
anxious for Christ’s character; and was
designed of God to write for the edifica-
tion of Christians of all countries. He
described him as the incarnate Logos,
as the only begotten of the Father,—
full of grace and truth.

Is there not a plain setting forth of
facts, each in his own way, each with
his own language, and each by the
holy influence, as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost. They are not con-
trary, or contradictory the one to the
other—all in perfect harmony relative
to the character of Christ, and allan ev-
idence of the truth of our Christianity.

The character of Christ, we claim to
be original, and unique, beyond all who
make any such claims. It is asserted,
that history furnishes no parallel, to Je-
sus, the babe of Bethlehem. No sys-
tem of moral philosophy among the
ancients, ever erected such a standard
of purity and perfection as was taught
by Christ. We feel astonished at the
expression, ““ Christ was more than his
doctrine;” as that was but a reflection
of his divine character. He came out
from God, and taught the world, as one
who owed it nothing. Not even its
schools, its libraries, its wise, 1ts great,
or its good men. True, be lived in the
world, but he was not of the world.—
He was as far above it, as heaven is
above earth. Poets n their strongest
grdsps of imagination, never conceived
of a charaeterso consistent, a personage
so pure, and alife so blameless. It
has been said that the *Orthodoxy of
the Pharisees; the liberalism of the
Sadducees, nor the mysticism of the
Essenes, conld producé any thing like
it. Where is the man, however wise
and good, who is not more or less incon-
sistent; who does not occasionally vary
from the good and right way; yield to
the pressure of circumstances; allow
himself to be carried away by passion
or excitement ; betray his native weak-
ness; frequently falter in the path of
piety, and often exhibit the traits of
poor human dependence. But Christ
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for-
ever; from beginning to end, in pub-
lic or private, before friend or foe, in°

action or suffering. - Never does he re- .

tract a word; never regret a deed;
never has he to ask pardon of Ged or
man. His calmness was unruffled.—
Never does he despond; but triumph-
antly could he say in the presence of
his intimate friends and disciples, and
to his Father: “I have glosified Thee
on the earth; I have finished the work
which. Thou gavest me to do.”

All must admit, that Jesus forms one
absolute exception, to a universal rule—
his sinless perfection. Since the fall of
man, there has never been a human be-
ing that was free from the contamination
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of sin and guilt. Yet, endowed as he
was, with the keenest moral sensibili-
ties, and the tenderest sympathies,—
tempted as we; yea, more than we are,
by unbelief, ingratitude, malignity, de-
nial, treason. He yet maintained a
spotless innocency to the last. . He
never harmed a human being, never
failed in word or deed. But we have
to admit, that the best men we have
ever had, occasionally have exhibited
great weekness. Every man who has
read the history of Moses, Elijah, David,
Paul, Bernard, Luther;, Wesley, or
Payson, is well apprised of the fact,
that while they towered far above the
ordinary mass, even of good men, they
manifested the weakness of men in
many places. And still more so among
the noblest of the heathen; such as
Epictetus, Plato, Plutarch, Seneca, or
Socrates.  Our Christ lived solely for
the glory of God, and the good of man-
kind. How beautifully he unites in
even symmetry, the opposite graces of

-dignity and humility, strength and gen-

tleness, severity and kinduess, energy
and resignation, active and passive, even
to death on the cross. ° Though de-
scended from heaven, Christ stands
firmly on the earth—the universal man,
“most human and yet most divine,”
intertwined with all the interests of the
race. And we must-see the character
of this Jesus. Would it be at all con-
sistent to deny his testimony concerning
his person or his work? If what he

‘professes is true, that he was the wisest

and holiest of men, he must truly be
the Son of God, the promised Messiah,
the Saviour of the world. Then we
claim Him, or his character, as an evi
dence of our Christianity, as the found-
ation of our faith and hope. - =~
Christianity, founded upon‘‘His Rock,”
has defied the gates of hell for eighteen
centuries. "It has stood firm and un-
shaken amid the terrible storms of earth
and hell. Christ and Christianity are
inseparable. The achievements of
Christianity are the achievements of
Christ its founder and ever living head.
Christianity can not perish; because
Christ ever liveth to make intercession

for us.” Christ was at the end of the
old dispensation—He was at the begin-
ning of the new. He is the turning
point in the history of our race, the
glory of the past, and the hope of the
future. ,

As a token of our perpetual testimo-
ny to Christ; we feed on his words, live
by his life, and we are preserved by
his providence. From Him Christian-
ity has taken the lead in all the great
movements of modern history. All
have seen, and nearly all have acknowl-
edged the divine influences of the ref-
ormation of the sixteenth and eighteenth
centuries.. The northern barbarians
have rejoiced in its civilizing power;
and the poor, tottering, Roman empire,
has felt its benign and regenerating ef-
fects, even in later days. " In a word,
what has it not done? We answer in
the language of an eminent writer of
the present day.

“It has abolished cruel laws; miti-
gated the horrors of war; restrained
violence and oppression; infused a
spirit of justice and humanity into gov-
ernments and society; advocated the
rights of the poor and suffering; stimu-
lated moral reform and progress; and
is the chief author and promoter of all-
that is good and praiseworthy in our
modern civilization.” The same wri-
ter still continues, and adds: “ Hu-
man nature is still as depraved as ever;
stained with the same vices; vexed

. with the same cares; and saddened with

the same sorrows, as in times of old.”

Benjamin Franklin seemed to have
a due appreciation of Christianity,
when he wrote his wise letter to Tom.
Paine. He said: “Manis bad enough
with Christianity, he would be far worse
without it; therefore, do not unchain
the tiger.” ~ Still another says: “ Who
can measure the restraining, ennobling,
«cheering, sanctifying impulses which are
from day to day, and place to place,
proceeding from the example of Christ;
as preached from the pulpit; taught in
the school, read in the Bible, and illus-
trated in the ‘lives of his followers.”
‘Whatever differences of a minor char-

acter may exist between Christians, in
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doctrine, policy. or ceremonies, they are
mnited in devotion, love and good works.
In the sanctuary every doubt is ban-
ished; the passions hold a pléasing
reign ; and pride, unholy ambition, and
evil surmisings must give way to the
tears of penitence, the joys of faith, the
emotions of love, the aspirations of
hope, and the anticipations' of heaven.
No wonder that Mr. Schaff said, *Here
profound divines, stately bishops, hum-
ble monks, faithful pastors, devout lay-
men, and holy women, all unite with

one voice, in the common adoration, of |
As he is the |.

one common Saviour.”
theme of all ages, tongues and creeds,
then may we not say, “Lord, where
shall we go but to Thee? Thou alone
hast the words of eternal life; and we
know and belive that thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” TIn Thee,
concentrates the all absorbing subject
of salvation, for a ruined world.
Apostles and martyrs; fathers and
confessors ; — profound scholars and
mighty rulers; men of experience and

‘innocent children, come to Christ; not

to Moses, learn of Jesus, not of the
sages. In Christ they emphatically feel
that He is the way, the truth, and the
life. That He, and He alone, has a
balm for every wound, a cordial for
every fear, a solace for every sorrow,
pardon for every sin, strength for every

 trial, and vigtory for every conflict.

Among our last evidences, hear the
words of inspiration: “And we are wit-
nesses of all things which He did, bothin
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem;
whom _they slew and hanged unpon a
tree; Him God raised up and showed
openly, not to all the people, but unto

- witnesses chosen before of God, even

unto us, who did eat and drink with
Him after he arose from the dead. And
He commanded us to preach unto the
people, and to testify that it is He who.
was ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead.”—Acts x. 39-42.—
Again it is said, “To Him give all the
prophets witness.” In the language of
he apostle, may we not say, “Have

hey not heard? Yes, verily, their
sound went into all the earth, and theiy

words unto the ends of the world.”

Yes, He, and He alone can satisfy
the .infinite desires of our immortal
minds. * Out of Christ life is an impene-
trable mystery; in Him it is gloriously
solved. Out of Him, there is nothing
but doubts and despair; in Him there
is certainly peace in this world; and
life everlasting in the world to come.

—
THE SINGLE TALENTS.

BY MBS. G. W. FRENCH.

Nature did not bestow her gifts very
lavishly upon Miss C- There is
nothing prepossessing in her -personal
appearance: except among a small cir-
cle of acquaintances she is almost un-
thought of; but she has one talent with
which she is unconsciously doing muck
good. It is the way she uses her voice
when singing.
strong, no clearer, no softer than thou-
sands of others, but it _has a wonderful
way of making one understand the
words it utters, ‘of impressing their
meaning upon the heart. Once, at a
prayer meeting, where doubts and fears
seemed to reign supreme, she sang the
hymn commencing with

# Jesus my all to heaven is gone!™

Before she had finished doubts and
fears had vanished, sweet peace and
‘an increase of faith were given.

That was away back among the days
of long ago; since then varied experi-
ences, strange comminglings of joy and
sorrow have come to us who listened,
but down through the valleys and up
over the mountains the memory of that
hymn has gone with us, clothed with
the additional beauty and value she
gave it that morning.

Uncle Joe. is a queer
one pays much attention

man : 10
him, only

when he reads aloud from the Bible,
and then every one who may be near
listens, because they cannot help being
interested. No matter whether it be
the story of the cross, a chapter of Old
Testament history, some of the wise
man’s sayings, or a psalm from the

Her voice is not very -
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sweet singer of Israel, he will make
you see the pictures, understand its im-
port, feel its influence.

Aunt Ruth is no singer, not much of
a reader, but she hasa talent for finding
some good in every body’s heart, and,
skillful workman that she is, she will
talk aronnd it, work around it until she
gets it to growing, then she will prune
it wisely, care for it constantly, and in
many instances a bountiful harvest is
the result, yet none perhaps, save the
person thus benefited, know that Aunt
Ruth has had anything to do with it.

- Mms. A has a talent for turning
" aside the arrows of gossip and scandal,
-whether aimed at herself or others.

Perhaps a npeighbor drops in, her
quiver full of poisoned weapons, dis-
charging one after another; but Mrs.
A pays no attention to them,—
skillfully changing the topic of conver-
sation, talking in a cheerful, interested
way about something—not about some
body else—that the visitor joins with
her, or else goes away balf ashamed of
her mischief-making propensities.

Mr. ¥—— is an awkard, bashful
man ; thinks he is of just no consequence
at all, but not another member of the
church with which he is connected is so
noble an example of true Christian
courage as he. No matter whether
storms rage, or dead calms discourage
all others, he is always in his place,
quietly doing his duty, oppressed with
a painful sense of his own failings, yet

.true as.steel, firm as the very granite

Mrs. T—— has a talent for keeping
her eyes fixed ever on the bright -side,
F'rom childhood she has toiled early and
late, borne heavy burdens of care, be-
come familiar with sorrows, trials,
temptations that very few women know
anything about. But all the way she
has gathe right flowers, sung cheer-
ful songs, up treasures in the eter-
nal store-house. Now her hair is white,
her strength is failing, she nears the al-
lotted three score and ten, and knows
not how her daily bread is to be provi-
ded, yet her eyes are still fixed upon
the bright side, growing still brighter

every day because of the glory reflected
from the other shore of the mystic riv-
er. She realizes now, that “ Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man the things
which God hath prepared for them that
love him,” and the clouds that over-
shadowed her pathway so long are float-
ing away, away—almost gone.

Now I do not think any one of the
persons mentioned even suspect them-
selves of possessing these talents.

I wish they were conscious of it, for
they have too much sense, too much
grace, to be made vain by the knowl-
edge; and a little cultivation of the tal-
ents, a little more confidence in their
use, wounld greatly enlarge their sphere
of usefulness.

Dear reader, what is your talent?

Do not say you have none. All re-
sponsible persons are endowed with a tal-
ent of some kind. By and by an ac-
count must be given of the use made
of it. Others may have more talent
than you; but do not envy them, for
you cannot know what a crushing weight °
of responsibility always accompanies
superior talent.

The world will probably move on just
the same if you sit idly dreaming, but
your work will not be done; the stars
for your crown cannot be won for it-by
others.

Find out then, if possible, what your **
talent is—cultivate it—use it—double
it, at least.

—— e e

Take heed that a sin in thy life goes
not unrepented of, for that will make a
flaw in thine evidence, a wound in thy
conscience, and a breach in thy peace;
and a hundred to one if at last it doth
not drive all the grace in thee into so
dark a corner of thy heart, that thou
shalt not be able, for a time, by all .the
torchés that are burning in the Gospel,
to find it out to thy own comfort and
consolation. ;

P
A covetous minister is a base thing :

a pillar more symbolizing Lot’s wife,
than a holy apostle of Jesus Christ.
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THE FATE OF THE WICKED. 13

| THE FATE OF THE WICKED,

AS TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE.

ARBANGED BY ELEANOR J. WILSON.

The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the

' father, neither shall the father bear the
| iniquity of the son;
ness of the wicked shall be upon him.

the wicked-

—Eze. xviil. 20.

And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to
gverlasting life, and some to shame and

' gverlasting contempt.—Dan. xii. 2.

Ephraim is joined to his idols: let him
alone.—Hos. iv. 17.

For they have sown the wind, and
they shall reap the whirlwind.—Hos.

‘i, 7

Alas for the day! for the day of the
Lord is at hand, and as a destruction
from the Almighty shali it come.—Joel
i 15.

Then shall they ery unto the Lord,
but he will not hear them ; he will even
hide his face from them at that time, as
they have behaved themselves ill in
their doings.—Micah iii. 4.

God is jealous, and the Lord reven-
geth; the” Lord revengeth, and is fari-
ous: the Lord will take vengeance on
his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath
for his enemies. The Lord is slow to
anger, and great in power, and will not
at all acquit the wicked: the Lord hath
his way in the whirlwind and in the
storm, and the clouds are the dust of
his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and
maketh it dry, and drieth up all the
rivers, . . . The mountains quake
at him, and the hills melt, and the earth
is burnt at his presence, yea, the world,
and all that dwell therein. Who can
stand before his indignation? and who
can abide in the fierceness of his an-
ger? his fury is poured out like fire,
and the rocks are thrown down by him.
—Nabh. i. 2-6.

For, behold, the day cometh, that

burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that com-
eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord

of hosts, that it shall leave them neither
root nor branch.—Mal. iv. 1.

He will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.—Mat. ii. 12.

And then will T profess unto them, T
never knew you: depart from befare
me, ye that work iniguity.—Mat. vii. 23.

Fear him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell. . . . But
whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will T also deny before my Father
which is in heaven.—Mat. x. 28, 33.

Then began he to upbraid the cities
wherein most of his mighty works were
done, because they repented not: Woe

unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee,

Bethsaida! for if the mighty works
which were done in you, had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at
the day of judgment, than foryou. And
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted un-
to heaven, shalt be brought down to
hell: for if the mighty works which
have been done in thee had been done
in Sodom, it would have remained until
this day. But I say unto you, That it
shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for
thee.—Mat. xi. 20-24 ; Luke x. 12-15.
So shall it be at the end of the world :
the angels shall come forth, and sever
the wicked from- among the just; and
shall cast them into the furnaee of fire;
there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.—Mat. xiii. 49, 50. -

For what is a man profitedy: if he -

shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul ? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul ?—Mat. xvi. 26;
Mark xviii. 36. -

And whosoever shall fall on this stone
shall be broken: but on whomsoever it
shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
—Mat. xxi. 44; Luke xx. 180

Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers!
how can ye escape the damnation of
hell 7—Mat. xxiii. 33.

But and if that evil servant shall
say in his heart, My Lord delayeth hig
coming; and shall begin' to smite his
fellow-servants, and to eat and drink
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with the drunken; the Lord of that
servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that
‘he is not aware of; and shall cut him
asunder, and appoint him his porticn
with the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.—Mat.
xxiv, 48-51; Luke xii. 45, 46.

Wher the Son of man shall come in
his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall'he sit upon the throne
of his glory: and before him shall be
gathered all nations; and he shall sepa-
rate them one from another, as a shep-
herd divideth his sheep from the goats:
and he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left. :
" And these shall go away into everlast-
ing punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal.—Mat. xxv. 31-33, 46.

And whosoever shall offend one of
these little ones that believe in me, it
were better for him thata millstone were
hanged about his neck, and he were
cast into the sea. And if thy hand ot-
fend thee, cut it -off: it is better for
thee to enter into life maimed, than,
having two hands, to go into hell, into
the fire that shall never.be quenched;
-where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not querched. And if thy foot offend
thes, ‘cut it off: it is better for thee to
enter halt into life, than, having %wo
feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire
that never shall be quenched; where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched. And if thine eye offend
thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee
" to enter into the kingdom of God with
one eye, than, having two eyes, to be
cast into hell fire; where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
—Mark ix. 42-48.

- But he shall say, I tell you, I know
you not whence ye are; depart from
me, all ye workers of iniquity. . There
-shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth,
when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the
kingdom of God, and you yourselves
thrust out.—Luke xiii. 27, 28.

_And it came to pass that the beggar

died, and was carried by the angels
into Abmhmgs bosom : the rich man

also died, and was burried. And in

‘hell he lifted up his. eyes, being in tor-

ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his bosom : and he cried and
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarns, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool
my tongue; for I am tormented in this
flame. -But Abraham said, Son, re-
member that thou in thy lifetime receiv-
edst thy good things, and likewise La-
zarus evil things: but now he is com-
forted, and ‘thou art tormented. And
beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to you
cannot ;- neither can they pass to us
that would come from thence.—Luke
xvi. 22-26.

Butafter thy hardness and impenitent
heart, treasureth up to thysel® wrath,
against the day of wrath, and revelation

“of the righteous judgment of God, who

will render to every man according to
his deeds. But unto them °
that are contentious, and do not obey
the troth, but obey unrighteousness;
indignation and wrath; tribulation and
anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil. For there is no
respect of persons with God. For as
many as havesinned without law, shall
also perish without law: ‘and as nany
as have sinned in thelaw, shall be judged
by the law.—Rom. ii. 5, 6, 8,9, 11, 12.*
For the wages of sin is death.—Rom.
vi. 23. Z ~
For he that soweth to his flesh shall
of the flesh reap corruption.—Gal. vi. 8,
For when they shall say, Peace and
safety ; then sudden destruction cometh
upon. them.—1 Thess. v. 3. -
It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.—Heb. x. 31.
For our God is a consuming fire.—
Heb. xii. 29. , ;
Faor the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God: and
if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the gos-
pel of God?  And if the righteons
scarcely be saved, where shall the un-
godly and the sinner appear ?—1 Pet.

iv. 17, 18. o

"
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FORMALITY. 5

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to
be punished.—2 Pet. i, 9.
To whom is reserved the blacknéss of
darkness forever.—Jude. xiii.
' And I beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there wasa great
|earthquake ; and the sun became black
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon be-
came as blood ; and the stars of heaven
fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree
casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind: and the
heaven departed as a scroll when it is
rolled together; and every mountain
and island were meoved out of their
places; and the kings ‘of the earth, and
the great men, and the rich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty men,
and every bondman, and every freeman,
hid themselves in the dens and in the
rocks of the mountains; and said to the

- mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and
*hide us from the face of him that sitteth

‘on the throne, and from the wrath of
‘the Lamb: for the great day of his

wrath is come; and who shall be able

to stand ?—Rev. vi. 12-17.

And in those days shall men seek
death, and shall not find it; and shall
desire to die, and death shall fiee from
them.—Rey. ix. 6.

And the third angel followed them,
'saying with a loud voice, If any man
_worslnp the beast and his image, and
_ receive his mark in his forehead, or in
;hls hand, the same shall drink of the
| wine of 'the wrath of Ged, which is
| poured out without mixture into the cup
of his indignation; and he shall be tor-
mented with fire and brimstone in the
- presence of the holy angels, and in the
' presence of the L