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THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR.
BY REY. B. T. ROBERTS.

If you belong to Christ you will
oppose sin. Having gained the victory
- over yourself, you will seek, by every
means in your power, to promote the
Gospel in its purity. This will bring
you in direct conflict with the world,
and with the worldly element in the
Church. They will unite their strength
to put you down. Even those whom
you took to be good men, pillars in the
church, will endeavor to bring you into
bondage. Satan will employ all his
tactics for your overthrow. The com-
bination against you will be formidable,
both in numbers and in strength.
Unprotected, your destruction will be
certain. But however weak you are
_in yourself, you may hold your ground
against all the combined powers of
earthand hell. Wherefore,. take unto
you the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day,
_ and having done all to stand. Eph. vi.
13. :

By “the armor of God” is meant,
the armor which God furnishes. -He
makes it, and supplies it to all his sol-

. diers. Tt renders them absolutely in-
. vincible. No weapon can penetrate
- this armor so as to inflict a deadly.
. Wound. Its different parts cover the

entire man. Hence, the exhortation:
“Take unto you the whole armor of
God.” If there is an exposed part,

| Satan will find it out. He hurls his

fiery darts with deadly force where he
finds any part of a soldier of the cross
unprotécted.

1. Take the helmet. This covers the
head. Itisimportant that this should
be well defended. A wound in the
head is always dangerous and often
fatal. An error in doctrine generally
leads to error in practice. He who
holds the helm determines the course
~of the ship. If Satan can get control

of the understanding he soon bewilders-

‘his victim amid the mazes of error. It
is generally easier to cure one of a
positive immorality than of a wrong
theory. In the one case, a man readily
admits he is-wrong, in the other, pride
of opinion makes him hold to his posi-
tion against all arguments, however
conclusive. :

. A Scriptural hope of salvation, af-
‘fords the only security one can have
against embracing erroneous doctrines.
To one who “has Heaven in view, false
philosophy has no charms. When the
joy of salvation is gone, men lend a

i

J ;

willing ear to any doctrine that prom- .

ises them comfort in their backslidden
condition. No one with a clear witness

of his acceptance with God, puts light




70

THE EARNEST CHRISTIAN.

for darkness, and darkness for light.
Keep then, your head well protected,
by keeping your soul happy in God.

2. The breast-plate of righ@ousness.
This is a piece of the.armour, equally
important with the helmet. It covers
the vital organs. If this is left off, an
arrow from Satan will pierce the heart,
and the spiritual life is gone. A Cchris-
tian is a man of unbending integrity.
Dishonesty in business or in religion,
will kill the most valiant Christian sol-
dier that ever stootd upon the battle-
field. So we may daily pray, “ZLes
integrity and uprightness preserve me.”—
Ps. xxv. 21. The tntegrity of the
upright shall guide them.—Prov. xv.
3. The battle-field of life is strown with
the dead forms of those who have fal-
len,. pierced through with many Sorrows,
because they neglected to puf on the
breast-plate of righteousness. Do’ not
venture out a single day or a single
‘hour of the day withont it.

3. Have your loins girt about with
truth. . Do not believe lies. Do not
tell lies, nor give your money to pay
for having lies preached. = Buy the
truth and sell it not—Prov. xxiii. 23.
Do nqt part with it for any earthly con-
sider%ién; but be willing to lay down
your 1¥e, if need be, in defence of the
truth as it isin Jesus. If you ever
have that holiness without which no
man can seethe Lord, it will be through
believing and obeying the truth.

4. Have your feei shod with the prep-
_aration of the Gospel of Peace. Sol-
diers have to do a great deal of march-
ing. Their feet must be cargd for.
Not only do they daily march towards
their Heavenly home, they often have
to run on errands of mercy by the way.
Thxs“preparatlon isa cheerful readiness

.

S~

to obey Christ and publish his Gospel.
How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings;
that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good
tidings of good ; that publisheth salva-
tion ; that saith wunto Zion, thy God
reigneth—1Isa. 52. xxvii. The Israel-
ites were commanded to eat the pass
over with their sandals on, to show" 53
they were ready for marchmg :

5. Outside of all, take the shleld of’
faith. Wit this before you, no weap-
on that is formed against you can pros-
per, and you will be able to ward off
all the fiery darts of the wicked one. |
Unbelief alone exposes the sonl to the |
attacks of Satan. With a firm trust.
in God, in the assurance of His par-
donir:ifavor, in his providential ar-
rangeifents, with an unwavering belief |

.that all things, no matter how dark they

may appear, will- work together for
your good, you can pass through every
conflict unscathed, and the missiles of
the enemy will have been turned aside
before they reach even your armor.
Keep your shield before you, and you
are invulnerable. - -

Such is the defensive armor of the
Christian. It is heffproof. But you
will notiee it is intended for- men of
courage. There is no provision for.
cowards. The back is defenceless, for
that is never to be turned to the foe. |

But the warfare of Christ’s soldier%
is designed to be mainly aggressive.
They are to maintain their ground bj
daily achieving new conquests. Hén}
they are furnished with a sword. Itis
sharp and double-edged. It never
grows dull by use. [Jf is THE WORD or
Ggop. With that, Christ vanqmshed
the devil in a terrible" battle. With
this, we can successfully assault any

{
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citadel that sin has ever reared. With
that, Luther encountered a mighty host
led on by Pope and Priests and Kings,
entrenched behind fortifications on which
a thousand years labor had been ex-
pended, and came off victorious. ‘With
this, we can assail popular sins, sanc-
tioned by the church and defended by
. selfinterest, and” God will give us the
victory. Let us become skilled in its use.
L3

THEREFORE TAKE UNTO YOU THE
WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD. S
T, S e

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLE.

“Let every young man, especially
let every educated young man, pause
at the commencement of “his career,
till he thoroughly comprehends the im-
portance of setting out with a proper
theory of life. Let him “arise and

, shake himself.” Let him spurn away
from him, for ene holy hour, the bland-
ishments of ease and pleasure. Let
him burst from the bondage of all un-
manly, unscholarly habits, like a brave
high-toned spirit, resolve to be his own
master, and to rule himself well. He
should ascend to some lofty mount of
vision, some Pisgah, from whose sum-
mit the whole land *‘that remaineth to
be possessed,” shall be clearly visible
to his earnest, honest gaze. Scorning
to be hoodwinked and cheated by mere
illusions, let him penetrate into the
heart and reality of his whole destiny,
doing impartial justice to the claims
and dignity of the mind as well as the
body ; of the distant and the future,
10 less than the near and the present.
With eternity and God before his eyes
and some reasonable and decent re-
gard for his own well-being,-let him
come to the great choice that once for
all, he must make for himself. “Tf
the Lord be God, follow Him; if Baal,
then follow him.” Let him remember
that the principle which he adepts be-
comes henceforward a living, molding
influénce. It will enter and dwell in
the depths of his nature—a well of

water springing up and overflowing the
soul, imparting to it, through the long
ages of the future, its own properties
and hues. Remember, young man,
youare selecting a companion for the
voyage of your entire existence, whose
habits, manner and sentiments so close
and leng an intimacy, will make your
own. You are determining what meat
your soul shall be nurtured upon; what
shall be the complexion of your future
being. In forming a library you would
have good, and not bad, silly, and cor-
rupting books. In echoosing a teacher
or place of education, you would avoid
a driveler, and require the protection of
discipline and good order. Your physi-
cian must not be a guack nor a preten-
der. You are ambitious to give your
adhesion te true and approved, not to
antiquated and exploded systems of
philosephy. In choosing your princi-
ples of action, and subjecting your
mind to influences which must form its
character and control its destiny, you
consent to receive into your bosom an
agency meore potent than books, or
teachers, or sehools ; more efficient than
the physician’s most heroic remedies ;
more authentic than all the sects of .
Lphilosophers. You are thus called
upon to assert the highest privilege.
and perform the highest function, of a
free, redeemed, heaven-born spirit.
Show that yon are worthy of the sacred
trust which God, in his providence con-
fers upon you,—the office of taking
care of yourself."—Stephen Olin, D. D.
—_— B

- Tre Scrriprures,—I do find in most
such a spirit of idolatry concerning the
learning of this world and wisdom of
the flesh; and God’s glory is so much
stained and diminished thereby, that
had I all their aid and assistance at
command, I durst not make use thereof,
and that for fear lest that grace and
those gifts thatthe Lord hath given
| me, should be attributed to their wits,
rather than to the light of the word and
Spirit of God. Wherefore I will not
take of them from a thread to a shoe-
latchet, lest they should say, We have
made Abram rich.
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“THE EARTHEN VESSELS.”
2 Cor. iv. 7.

BY REV. T: 8. LA DUE,

4 These\ﬁssels are all unclean before
they are put in God’s ‘“great house.”
By nature they are “cups of devils,”
not ‘“cups of the Lord,” filled with
abominable things : slops of vanity, gall
of discontent, caustic of malice, foul
mixtures of impurity, * vessels of wrath
fitted to destruction:” that is, fit only
for destruction. As the plague-spot of
the leprosy struck intg the very stones
of the walls of the house, so the lepro-
sy of sin has struck into these, and they
-are fit only to be ‘“ cast into an-unclean
place,” “as vessels wherein is no pleas-
ure.”—Lev. xiv. 39, 40; Hos. viil. 8.

Some of these cups and platters are
made clean ou the outside, but within
are full of all manner of uncleanness.
How beautiful outwardly—white as the
snow—seemingly of the choicest mate-
rial, exquisitely refined. ornamented
with crosses and cherubs, and compasses,
and squares, and arts, and every holy
thing ; but inwardly how foul!

Many are afraid to have these vessels
handled and cleansed. They have a lot
on their hands, of such brittle stuff that
a little handling will break them, and
their whole establishment fall to pieces.
How will such endure the stern hand-
ling of death, and the rough shaking of
ithe judgment? Clay vessels, unbaked;
and their keepers so tender of them

that they will not suffer them to be put:

through the refining and solidifving fire.
How fearful of their wares. And when
some thorough worker comes along,
how alarmed lest he break their crock-
ery !

?Many of these vessels have become
.cracked. The world hits them and they
break. The devil tumbies them around.
‘The fires of persecution are too much
ifor them, They are cracked, and have
become broken cisterns. These ecannot
e mended or tinkered into soundness:
iforthe Great Potter will have no marred.
ware in His house; they must be with-
.ont blemish. They have lost their ring,

&

and no cementing or puttying can re-
store that. No, like the cracked bell,
they must be made over; ‘“the first -
works must be done.”.

Let us consider the process of making -
“ the vessels of mercy.” They are earthen,
therefore of earth. First dug out of
the pit, an horrible pit of clay; very
unpromising clay. Next ground. Ohl
how grinding to self is the mill she®
Great Potter runs us throngh. Traly *
we can say, “the mill of God grinds.”
Then tirned on the wheel, *“Then I
went down to the potter’s house, and
behold he wrought a “work on the
wheels.”—Jer. xviii. 3; turned the
ground and crushed clay into shape.—
“But now, O Lord! thou art our
Father, we are the clay, and thou our’
Potter, and we are all the work of thy
hand.”—Isa. Ixiv. 8. Next after dry-
ing, washed. We have seen the potter
dipping the clay vessel into some kind
of liquid, which must have great vir-
tue; for when the vessel is burned af-
ter having been washed in this liquid,
it becomes clean and firm, and shining,
These vesselsare washed in *“ the blood.”
Next they are put -through the furnace.
Useless they are without, mere dry clay,
like Ephraim, a cake half baked. We
are to be earthen at least, not clay.—
There are too many clay Christians.

Welcome the furpace then. Great Pot-
ter shove us in! But Paul speaks. of
“vessels of silver and gold.” These are

of earth; for metal is earth refined; as
human flesh is earth refined. These-
have to pass through the. furnace, and,
if any thing; more severely than others;
because they are not only burned, but
also melted, and in addition to this,
hammered. This is often the hardest to
bear; for we may stand the burning
and even the melting, but to be ham-
mered; and take it joyfully, shows a
high state of refinement and excellence.

Let us now try to count what it has
cost lc make and preserve these vessels,
even one of them. And first the time.—
Four thousand years from the day of
the promise that the seed of the woman
should bruise the serpent’s head, until
the woman’s seed put his heel on the
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serpent‘g head and ,éave the mortal
crush, and cried, ““ It is finished.” Z'hen

the number and characler of those en-

gaged in this work necessary for fitting
up a perfect vessel for the great house
of God. Patriarchs and prophets,—
thousands of priests and Levites set
apart for this alone. The great Jewish
nation elected for this, and all enemies
helped too, and all devils, however un-
willingly, for they are forced into the
ranks among the all things which work
together for good to these vessels.—
Think of the treasure expended, millions
upon millions ; for the support of priests
and temple service during forty centu-
ries, and of the multitude of animals
sacrificed. Thirck of the glorious tem-
ple, representing three billions—some
say nine billions of dollars. And then
think of the life sacrificed : of millions
-of animals and of men in battle and by
martyrdom. And then, what infinitely
outweighs them all, the life of the Son
of God. His blood, the blood of God,
we say it reverently, with the apostle,
when he says: ‘“Take heed therefore,
unto yourselves, and to all the flock
‘over which the Hqly Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the ehurch of
GOD, which He hath purchased with
HIS OWN BLOOD.”—Acts xxviii.
20. And since the finishing time, when
old things passed away, and behold, all
things became new, we must add to all
that went before, the scores of millions
of martyrs’ lives yielded up, the mil-
lions of monev expended, and the
mighty labor of apostle and preacher,
and press, and Almighty Spirit, all of
which along with that gone before, is

for the vessels of this day, that they |-

may be fitted to become this dispensa-
tion of excelling glory,.and exalted to
the high heritage appointed us in
heaven. :
These vessels are weak in themselves.
Paul says, “ But we have the treasure
in earthen' vessels.”—2 Cor. iv. 7.—
Why ? earthen vessels are very weak,
- and vessels.holding such treasure, ““the.
unsearchable riches,” ought to be strong,
very strong. Men keep their treasures
‘I iron safes, not in earthen vessels.—

But nevertheless Paul says, “ We have
this treasure in earthen vessels.” Why,
brother Paul? tell us the wherefore of
this strange mystery,—* that the ex-
cellency of the power,” mark, not the
power merely, but -‘the excellency of
the power” may be of God and not of
us. Here is an old building, it contains
great treasure. Why put such treasure
there? A child could break through.
But see the guard of armed men around.
They keep that treasure. The power
in all its excellency is of them, and not
in the old building; and the weaker the
building the more the excellency of
their power is manifest. The same is
trne of these vessels. And out of
their weakness God's strength; mani-
festation of strength, is made perfect.

Great efforts have been and siill are
put forth to break and destroy these ves-
sels. The devil and his angels have
made: it their especial labor for thous-
and of years, and the multitude and the
mighty ones of earth have been in
league with them. Great empires have
fallen npou them; but they fell not on
them but on the rock which covered
them; and they were broken.them-
selves, and naught remained of them
hut a name. The vessels were not
broken, they were caught up, and see
them there, one hundred and forty and
four thomsand, that is myriads, ranged
on Mount Zion.

These wvessels are to hold precious
stuff. To -be filled with the Spirit, the
water of life, the wine of the kingdom.
They are to contain spiritual nourish-
ment, the sincere milk of the word, and
strong meat. .

Fvery wessel is not designed for the
same office. One may be used by the
Master to hold milk, a son of consola-
tion. Another, wine, pouring outstreams
of vitality and joy. Another, strong
meat, to build up those of full age.—
Another, medicine made from the bit-
ter herbs, which searches old Adam,
making him deathly sick, and purging
out the old leaven. :

A wessel may be tempted on account
of the use it @s put to. The milk cup
may think, “T wish I held something
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stronger, milk is tame.” *Yes,” whis-
pers the devil, ““flat.” The wine cup
may think, © wine is so exciting.” The
meat platter may think, “meat is so
heavy, I wish that I had more of the
life of neighbor wine cup.” The cup of
the bitter portion may sigh,  wo is me,
my mother, thou hast borne me a man

~of strife.,” But each vessel fills the
place in the great house the Master
pleases. Let there be no controversy
between the members. The Spirit dis-
tributeth to each severally as He will,
and the vessels altogether contain that
which combined will huild up a perfect
man.

The important thing is that the ves-
sel contain something useful. No mat-
ter how fine it may appear, without
this it is useless; like the great, showy
things crowding the land in this day.
And no matter how coarse, without this
it is useless.
to the old Indian, “are the people more
interested in what you say about relig-
ion, than in my studied sermons?”—
“Why,” he answered, “you stand be-
fore the people with your gold dish and
spoon, and stir it round and round, so
wise; the people come up and look in
and find nothing to eat, nothing but
jingle, jingle, jingle. Poor Indian take
his wooden dish and horn spoon, and
stir it round and round. The people
come up and find it full of succotash,
so they like poor Indian dish best.”

It 1s an honor to have any place in
God's house, even the most menial, un-

speakably beyond the highest position:

“among men. ‘“‘I had rather be a door-
keeper in the house of the Lord.” The
truly noble seek the lowliest place.—
The most noble often seem the most
base. ‘‘For I think that God hath set
forth us the apostles’ last,—we are
made as the filth and offscouring of all
things.”

The vessel of dishonor, yea, the most
dishonorable in the eyes of men, may
be just as necessary and useful as the
finest piece in the house. "The pot in
the kitchen is as necessary as the glass
or gold goblet on the table. This ves-
sel of dishonor may be more useful

“Why,” said the divine

than the one in higher esteem. More
useful to more persons, and to persons
in the greatest need. It may be fine
to be a vase on the side-board, filled
with flowers; but I had rather be the
pot in the kitchen, put through the fire,
smelted, banged about. “And the
pots in the Lord’s house shall be like
the bowls before the altar,” equally
honorable and valuable. ¢ Yea, every
pot in Jerusalem, aud in Judah, shall
be holiness unto the Lord of hosts.”
These*vessels are designed to be used
by God. 1t is an honar to be used by
Him in any way. Here is an antique
tankard, ‘“Luther drank out of that.”
We look at it, touch it reverently, ask
questions, and admire. Here is a ves-
sel, well, it looks quite old fashioned,
outlandish, in fact, inferior.  Ah!
God uses that vessel, God the Al-
mighty, God the King. What an hon-
or that God will even touch us, much
more use us. These vessels, even the
most dishonorable, are not only used
by Jehovah, but used by Him for the
most useful purposes. What? to con-
vey the water of life in to sin-sick and
perishing souls. No matter how mean”
appearing the vessel used for this, the
use makes it honorable. A soldier on
the battle field, is dying, he cries for
water. A comrade rushes to a spring
near by, he has mo cup nor canteen,
what shall he do? he takes off his old
hat, scoops it full of the precious crys-
tal fluid, runs to his comrade, and he

. drinks, and whispers: “ Oh that is the

best drink I ever tasted!” The old
hat was the means of saving his life,
although so mean a vessel.

‘What an honorable use. No vessel
in the great temple of heaven is put to
a more honorable use. See that vessel
there, standing fast by the throne. The
rainbow fades beside it, and sun, and
moon, and stars grow dim. See that
angel. Now see that other vessel, on
earth, and earthen, and oh! how black,
how coarse in the eyes of men. See
black, old aunt Dinah, leading that spul
to Jesus, preaching the gospel to the
sinner. Now, that earthen vessel,

brimful of the water of life, held by’
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the hand of Jesus to the parched lips
of the trembling sinner, eclipses in
moral glory that celestial. ; °

Christ was such a wvessel. Think of
it blood-washed saint. Think of it
blood-bought sinner. Hear the words:
4 Wherefore in all things it behooved
" Him to be made like unto His brethren.”
Again: “Forasmuch then as the chil-
dren were partakers of flesh and blood,
He also Himself likewise took part of
the same.” An earthen vessel then.
And what kind in God’s great house?
One of the most honorable of course.
No, in the estimation of man, the
most dishonorable; made of no repu-
tation, no form nor comeliness in it.—
. The Jews were looking for God to hand
them this vessel down out of heaven.
He did; but when they saw it, there
was no beauty that they should desire
it. They despised it, and rejected it,
and at last most hatefully broke it.
But the contents which ran out are a
libation of redemption to a world:

—_— e ——
ELEMENTS OF MINISTERIAL
SUCCESS.

BY REV. L. B. DENNIS.

This embraces one of the grandest

secrets of the world! Sueccess in the

work of the Ministry, doubtless, is.

paramount to every other consideration,
connected with the interests of this
world, or of that which is to come.
Success is the important term in the
caption of our article.

Elements simply mean the first rules
or principles of ‘any art—an ingredient
of the constituent principle. Hence
the inquiry : what is, or where is the
great, ‘the grand—iyea, the gracious
secret of success?

1. Prudence in our deportment, and
chasteness in our. conversation. To
adapt ourselves to our company, both
in conversation and conduct, requires
no small amount of prudence sagacity
and discretion. How often should we
ask ourselves : do we comport ourselves
as. Ministers of Jesus Christ? Is our
example worthy of imitation? Is our

conversation properly seasoned with
grace? -

Do we sufficiently study human na-
ture, so as to kuow human character,
that -we may adapt our words to the
numerous wants of mankind! To suc-
ceed, evidéntly we must.

Much, very. much, depends on the
manner and the spirit we exhibit to the
persons we approach. “A word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures
of silver.”

. Mr. Humphry says: ‘ Genuine min-
isterial prudence keeps back no import-
ant truth, listens to no compromise with
sin, connives at no fashionable vice,
and. cringes befere no lordly worlding.”

2, Another element of success 1s,
proper personal conversation, close point-
ed, applicable. Mr. Abbot, in leaving
a family ata given time, said to an
amiable and beautiful girl: *“Sis, I
grudge thee to the devil.” Those were
the right words. The first interview
between Alexander of Russia, and
Madame De Krudener, she made the
following severe and pomted remark,
after he had stated the condition of his
mind: “No, Sire, you have never yet
come to Christ as a criminal asking for
pardon. You are still in your sins.
You have not yet humbled yourself be-
fore Jesus. You have not yet said
with the publican, from the bottom of
your hearr., ‘God be merciful to me a
sinner.” This 1s the reason why you
have no peace.” He says these words.
were, £ Sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the
neart.” Mr. Gaddis felt the force of
his mother’s words, while she held him
by the hand and said; “Be good, and
seek religion before you return home.’,
Such words have power! Such cases
are numerous !

3. Perservence is an element of suc-
cess. ~God has made no distinction in
the work of the Ministry. Discourage-
ment should never be written in our
book of life. “ We are laborers to-
gether with God,” is the strong declara-
tion of the apostle. In our work, we
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may be tried, tempted, thwarted, dis-
appointed,” and feel almost forsaken of
God and men. But we hear our dear
Redeem‘er say, ‘Lo, I am with you al-
ways We must feel assured that it

“ According as his Divine. Power.

' hath given unto us all thmgs, that per-
tain unto life and godliness.” Know-
ing that in the severe conflicts that are
to try our faith there are ‘‘ Giver unto
us exceeding great and precious pro-
mises.” Much of our success depends
on our vigilance, constancy and fer-
vency ! We areto go, not only where
we are needed, but where we are need-
ed most, visiting from house to house,

praying in every family, talking on the‘

subject of religion to parents and child-
ren, kindly inviting those by the way-
side, or those who have na Church, to
the house of God. The authority says,
“Daily in the temple, and in every
house, they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ."—Acts v. 42.
There is power. and often sunccess at-
tending a determined, persevering effort.
Some years ago, at a revival in Ohio,
at the close of the meeting, one even-
ing, a young lady remarked, * she did
not intend tq come to the altar of pray-
er any more.” The preacher in charge
~ asked why ? She replied, ““I have been
here eleven nights and have not found
peace, it is no use for me to come
again, for I believe there is no mercy
for me.” The preacher most strongly
urged her to come, in fact he urged un-
til she promised to come again. She
was there in due time the following
evening, and received an evidence of
her sins forgiven. In ten days from
ker conversion, she was take serevely
sick, she sent for the preacher, who is
now Dr. Foster, she said to him, “I
could not die contentedly, till T saw you
once more, I want to thank you now
for urgmg me to go to the altar the
twelth time. If I had not gone back
again, I might this moment, have been
dying without any hope in Christ! But
I thank God I did go to the altar that
evening ; there I obtained pardon and
feel now that I am prepared to go! I
want you to join and sing, ‘Bright

angels are from glory come,’ And,
while they sung she went sweetly home. -
4. Still another element of success
is preaching the word, in the love and
fear of God. But this demands great
discretion. The right text, the right
word, the right spirit, the right desire of
heart, the right exercise of faith, #hese
all demand careful attention. Much
did the apostle mean, when he said,
‘ Preach the word!” Seeming anxious
to make it more impressive.  Be in-
stant in season; out of season: reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all long suffering -
and doctrine.” Plain, pointed, person-
al Nathan said, “Thou art the man.”
Isaiah said, * Cry aloud, spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trumpet! Show my

| people their transgressions, and the

house. of Jacob their sins.” God in-
tends . us to feel, as did the Prophet, .
when he saitl, The Spirit of the Lord

God is upon me; becanse the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings un-
to the meek; he hath sent me to bind

iip the broken hearted. To proclaim

the acceptable year of the Lord, and
the day of vengeance of our God to
comfort all that mourn.” Our blessed
Saviour said, “ Asye go, preach!” And
the man of God filled with his Divine
mission, and realizing his moral obliga-
tion said, “For Zion’s sake I will not
hold my peace ; and for Jerusalem’s sake
I will not rest until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burn-
eth!” To properly preach, or appreci-
ate this element of success, we must
¢ Be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, length, depth and

-height, and to know thelove of Christ,

that ye might be filled with all the ful- .
ness of God.” Being thus deeply im-
bued with the Spirit, itis easy to feel -
the truthfulness of the apostle when he
said “The love of Christ constraineth
us.” Then we “Covet earnestly the
best gifts.” The grand object is “To
give no offence in anything, that the
ministry be not blamed. But in all
things approving ourselves as the min-
isters of God, in much patience, in af-
flictions, in necessities, in distresses, in




ELEMENTS OF MINISTERIALgSUCCESS.

7

labors, in watchings, in fastings; by
pureness, by knowledge, by long suffer-
ing, by kindness, by love unfeigned, by
the word of truth, by the Hecly Ghost
and by the power of God.” Thismeans
was used very early in the Christian
era, to great success: three thousand
were cenverted and added to the Church
in one day.

5. Much power has always attended
secret prayer. Probably no means has
been blest and sanétified for good, more
than that of private prayer. Constant,
faithful, fervent, secret prayer. * When
thou prayest,” said Jesus Christ, *“ En-
ter into thy closet, and when thou hast
shat thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in secret; and thy Father which
seeth in secret, shall reward thee open-
ly.” And Mark tells us that Christ,
“ Rising up a great while before day,
he went out, to a solitary place, and
.there prayed.”, Luke says, * He with-
drew himself’into the wilderness and
prayed.” Every Jewish family is re-
presented as having an apartment for-
private devotions, prayers, alms, thanks-
giving and supplications. It was the
gecret, opportune, powerful prayer, of
young Gaddis, that was sanctified to
the salvation of his mother. It was
the incessant private prayers of Mrs.
Wesley, that were instrumental, to a
great extent, in the salvation of her

" childrén, and their great\ usefulness in

the world. And Mr. Clark says, ¢ Pray-
er requires more of the heart than of
“the tongue.”

6. Another of the essential elements
of success in the Minister, is, to be
deeply imbued with the Holy Spirit.
Christ says, “Without me ye can do
nothing.” Paul says, “For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God. The Spirit it-
self beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God.”
¢ Likewise, the Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities, for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought; but, the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us,
with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And he that searcheth the hearts,

because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.”
Paul gives us another excellent refer-
ence when he remarks, “Praying al-
ways with all prayer and supplication
"in the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit has ac-
companied his children since the day
of Pentecost There the effects were
plain, pertinent, powerful! Sinners
trembled, mourners were converted and
believers were made to rejoice. The
quickening energies of the Spirit are
requisite at our extraordinary meetings.
‘When onr Divine Master said, -* Lo,
I am with you always,” it was clearly
implied that the Spirit was the aeccom-
panying influence.

7. But in connection with the Spirit,
we must have confidence, familiarly
termed Faith. When we enter the con-
test, we must expect to conquer, we
make no compromise with sin.' Our
motto should be, victory or death. Suc-
cess, success, must be the watch-word.
Our loving Lord said, ‘“ Have faith in.
God;” this in itsrelation is imperative,
it is not simply a matter of choice.
‘Christ in emphatic words demands it.
Paul in his letter to the Hebrews carries
out the same. He most plainly declares,
“ Without faith, it is impossible to please
Him, for he that cometh to God, must
believe that He is; and that He isa re-
warder of them that diligently seek
Him.” But this same Apostle seems a
little more nervous in his remarks to
the Romans ; there he most positively
declares, ““ Whatsoever is not of faith
is sin.” The ancient worthies were
commended for their implicit confidence.
Enoch, ‘ Before his translation, had.
this testimony, that he pleased God.”
The raising of the fiery serpent in the
Israelitish camp demanded strong faith
to produce the intended cure. To an
enemy or disinterested spectator, the
simple act of compassing the city of
Jericho, with seven priests, bearing
seven trumpets, for six days, seemed a
very small matfer. But Joshua the
old servant of God, confidently expect-
ed the entire fulfillment of the Divine
promise. They move on, the priests

knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,

are at their appointed place, the Ark of
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God is carefully kept with them. The
seventh day comes, all are awake, all
are at their place, the sixth circuit is
made, the seventhis commenced, every
thing is now consecrated to God the
sﬂver the gold, and even the brass.
Louder and louder sounds the trumpet,
the priests burn with zeal, the people
shout for joy.

It is not necessary to refer to the nu-
merous cases recorded, where, through
faith, kingdoms were subdued, pro-
mises were obtained, the mouths of
lions were stopped, the violence of fire
was quenched, the weak were made
strong, the armies of the aliens were
put to flight, and women received their
dead to life again. The daughter of
Mr. Payson once said, “I wish the la-
bor as certainly insured success in spir-
itual as in temporal affairs.” Her father
said, “It does,itis justas certain, that
prayers for spiritnal blessings will be
answered, whenever God sees best, as
that the husbandman, who sows his
seed with proper precaution, will reap.
The only reason that our labors to ob-
tain spiritual blessings, are not attend-
ed with success is, they are not made
in earnest,” in faith. TItis-said of Car-

vosso, “He was so holy, so simple,
so genial, and charitable; so ‘full of
faith and the Holy Ghost, that ‘the or-
dinary language of Christian conversa-
tion seemed to glow with a new. signi-
ficance, when it came from his lips.
He was so rich in the consolations of
faith that they appeared to overflow his
soul to all contrite minds which ap-
proached him.” His piety, zeal, and
faith, enabled him to be the honored in-
strument in the conversion of thousands.
Sixty years he filled faithfully the of-
fice of Class Leader, and his faith pre-
pared him for rebuking the wayward,
comforting the mourner, counseling and
consoling the believer, and successfully
warning the sinners.

It need only be added' that prudence
is the preparing part. Familiar, per-
sonal conversation is highly. requisite.
Perseverence an indispensible element.
Preaching, the public part to be per-
formed. Private approaches to God

secure the power that gives much suc-
cess. The energizing, saturating and
sanctifying power of the Divine Spirit
must accompany all of the above, and
faith fill the soul with the substa.nce of
things hoped for.

ity e

THE NEW CREATION.
BY REV. A. B. BURDICK.

Behold I make all things new.—Rev.
xxi. v. When a house can no longer
be occupied with safety, it needs to be -
repaired or, built anew.

Bad tenants may injure a good dwel-
ling beyond repair, sosin has ruinously
destroyed our world.

The necessity of a new creation does
not grow out of an imperfect design,
nor out of any deficiency in the work.
“In the beginning God created the Heav-
ens and the Earth,” and every specific -
work-of his hands he pronounced good.
Special care was given by the triune
Creator on the formation of man; and
he who is so ¢ fearfully and wonderfully
made,” was created in the image of
God , and after His likeness.: Though
formed from the dust of the ground the .
clay was not marred in the hands of
the Potter.

To this master-piece of all creauon
was given dominion over the ma.terml
kingdom. Animal, vegetable and min-
eral productions were alike subject to
him with a single exception. The fruit
of one tree was forbidden. In this,
‘was a Jaw sufficient to govern man, and
‘prove his fidelity. To this law was at-
tached a penalty, the extent of which
teaches us that the creature may not
with impunity trample on the authority
of the Creator. Disobedience to God
is not a trivial offense. We have
learned the sequel too well. “By
man sin entered into the world,” and
in-consequence, the death penalty _pass-
ed upon all men. But the carse is not -
confined to man alone. The whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain

together till now. Roman tradition
holds, that a curse is divided into three
parts; falling equally on the one who '
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is cursed, on the one who pronounces
it, and on the rushes, the tops of which
are always blighted. Though we ques-
tion the authenticity of such supersti-
tion, it may serve to help us bring out
a point in reference to the triple curse
consequent upon the fall of man. .

“ And the Lord God said unto the
serpent, Because thou hast-done this, thou
art cursed above all cattle” And unto
Adam he said: “ Cursed is the ground
Jor thy sake ; in sorrow shall thou eat of
it all the days of thy Ufe; thorns also
and thistles shall ¢ bring forth wunto
thee.”

Both ammate and inanimate nature
bear the marks of "sin’s doings, yet no
part of creation suffers so much from
its effects as.the sinner. The image of
God has been lost! Instead of orig-
inal holiness, happiness, peace and
love, total depravity, with all its train
of evils is the fearful consequences!

The whole head is sick, the whole
heart faint, while we contemplate the
ruin! Sin and Satan have indeed
been bad tenants; they have marred
and defaced the outside-man; defiled
the heart and destroyed the frame-
work of the whole structure. * From
the sale of the foot even to the head there-
s no soundness 1 it; but wounds, and,
bruises, and putrifying sores.” The once
upright man. has fallen beyond repair.
Mending will not meet the necessities
of the case. Sin, like a tyrant reigns,
and man is a sla.ve and heir of pam
and_ death.

*‘ But ah ! destruction stops not here ;
Sin kills beyond the tomb.”

There must be a a new creation, or
an everlasting destruction. To wait
for this change till there shall be “a
new heaven and a nmew earth,” would be
fatal; then © He that is. filthy, let him
be filthy still.” Here is the place, and
now is the time to “cleanse ourseives
JSrom. all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of the
Lord.” ‘Without “the washing of regen-
eration and the remewing of the Holy
Ghost,” all ontward changes are vain.
Though Eden were restored, and the

curse removed from all but man, his
moral condition would not be improved.
Though all else were made new but
the sinner’s heart, which “is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wick-
ed,” a new earth would be no better
than the old one; but crime and wick-
edness would have increased facilities,
and less restraint.

In the original creation a home was
first prepared for man. In the new
creation, man must first be prepared
for his home.

Righteousness will be an abiding
¢eharacteristic of the new heaven and
the new earth, whose inhabitants are
new creatures in Christ Jesus, “which
after God are created in righteousness
and true holiness.”

This is an inward work, as shown by
a corresponding newness of life. The
soul is restored to the image and like-
ness of God. The body is-yet under
sentence of death, and though sanctified,
not restored to Adamic perfection; but
it must suffer more or less from the
effects of sin, by pain in this life and
decay in death, till He who sitteth upon
the throne shall make all things new.
“Then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, ‘Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.””

How far redemption may cover the
outer man We are not prepared to say;
but should it-perish, the inner man may
be renewed day by day. We donot
feel like limiting the Holy One of Israel,
who “ Himself took our infirmities and
bare our sicknesses.”

‘We raise no objections to a faith
which claimsthat we are ‘immortal till
our work is done,” or claims the fulfill-
ment of the most exceeding great and-
precious promises of God, where the con-
ditions are fully met. But we do hold
that it is safer and better to entertain
a well-grounded ‘hope in the resurrec:
tion of the dead, than to vainly look-
for some sudden flight from earth to
heaven by translation.

We are not of those who seem to
believe there is more importance in
trying to find out when Christ shall
come, to make “a new earth;” than in
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preparing to meet him. So we'll sing
and pray on with Charles Wesley.
“ Finish then thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation,
Perfectly restored in theb:
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,—
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
-Lost in wonder, love and praise.”
— e ————

A CALL to taE UNCONVERTED.
BY WILLIE SHAW. .

Did you never, my unconverted$
friend, in the silent watches of the
night, hear the gentle whisper of the
Spirit, saying: ‘‘Behold now is the ac-
cepted- time, to-day is the .day of sal-
vation/” Did you ever think that
each time you resist the strivings of the
Spirit your heart is becoming harder
and harder? Oh! stop for a moment
and think of your soul.  Now while yon
have your reasoning faculties; now
while Jesus and his children all pray.
Oh! turn to the Lord, who will have
mercy upon you, and to our God, who
wiil -abundantly pardon. Do you say
" there is time enough yet, I expect to
live a good many years? . Before
another sun shall rise and set you may
be weeping in hell, crying: ‘“The har-
vest is past, the summer is ended, and
my soul is not saved.” If you could
see your condition, you might repent;
but you are “poor, and mlsera.ble and
blind, and naked.”

There is a fearful cataract just before
you; but you see it not. The deafen-
ing roar of its foaming waters echoes
along its rocky shore; but you hear
it not; and your tiny bark flies faster
and faster down the stream of time as
you near the precipice; but you heed
it not. On you rush until yonr boat is
about to plunge over the cataract be-
fore you realize your condition, and
then with a cry of horror you take the
fearful leap, and sink forever beneath
the seething. billows of eternal perdi-
tion, where there is ‘ weeping and
_ gnashing of teeth.” Oh! why will ye

die when Jesus has died that you might

have eternal life? Why go down to
people the regions of the damned, and
linger out a long eternity in sorrow and
misery ? I wonld that I might awaken
you from slumber; for if you are not
awakened very soon, you will sleep on’
until you will lift up your eyesin hell
and find yourself ‘in torments.” Sup-
pose the notes of the archangel’s frum-
pet should echo over the earth this
very night, how would you meet your
insulted Redeemer? How would you .
meet that glorious being who spilt His
life blood on the cross. that you might
wear a crown of never fading glory
and shout the victory over death, hell
and the grave? Surely you would be
crushed.with guilt and remorse, and call
for “rocks and mountains to ‘fall upon
you to hide you from the face of Him
that sifteth upon the throne.” The
judgments of God are pronounced against
the wicked. “Upon the wicked the
Lord will rain snares, fire and brim-
stone, and an horrible tempest,” and
“destroy them with the brightness of
his coming.” O Sinner! there is a dy-
ing hour not far distant, and how will
you meet it? Soon youn must give an
account of yourself to the Judge, and
meet your final doom. Soon, unless
you repent, you will hear the dreadful
sentence, ‘‘depart, ye accnrsed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil -
and his angels.” -Oh! break off from
your sing, and turn to God. The judga-
ment day is fast approaching, and you
have -no time to waste in folly and sin.
What angunish will pierce your soul if
you are lost in perdition, because you
would not accept Jesus as your Saviour.

“ What millions you wonld give

For one more trial, one more day to live ;

Flung back in time an hour, a moments space.

To grasp with eagerness the means of grace!™

This world is the stillest place you
will ever find; for in hell there is
weeping and wallmv and gnashing of
teeth, and in heaven the blood-washed
are sweeping their golden harps, and
shouting the praises of Jesus. Oh!
fly to the Saviour for refuge, and you
may enter the pearly gates, and shout
the victory on the bright hills of glory.
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DOING AND TRUSTING.

BY REV. GEG. W. ANDERSON.
y

It is not our design to encourage any
sentimental faith that does not work for
God. We do not want to build any up
in antinomianism, but to say something
to those who are sincere and earnest,
and yet in bondage through unbelief.

We meet with many who say they argy
They consecrate

trying “ to live right.
themselves to God; they read the Bi-
ble, pray, fast, and labor for souls. A
beautiful plan is before them and they
feel an inspiration to follow itout. The
covenant brings some comfort. But
they do not succeed in extending the
plan ; they make slow progress and are
often ready to despair. They ask,
“What shallTdo?” Some say, go on,
and they do, but they fail again. We
would love to help such out of bondage.
We do not mean the bondage of sin.
Werefer to fully consecrated ones, who
aim high and have a perfect idea of re-
ligious life  before them. Alas! how-
ever, they are always trying but never
sxealizing and enjoying. Their wings do
not help them to fly but drag them
down. Now, the trouble with many
such is, a good degree of self-depend-
ence. This may be startling; we can
almost hear them say, “why we donot
and dare not trust in self. We know
we can do nothing to merit a blessing.”
Yet such are depending on self, igno-
rantly. They pray and labor, but does
selfabandonment and appropriating faith
in Jesus enter into their eloset wrest
lings and public efforts? They are un-
reserved and even speeific in consecra-
tion.
comes. It may be their conscience ap-
proves and they enjoy this for a time,
but it does not answer long. They say
they have renounced all they have ever
done. Yet they go on trying to do
more in the same line, keeping up a
tedious duty life. 'Their way is hard ;
they do not believe in salvation by
works and yetare seeking a blessing by
works. As Wesley says if they were
not they would, “expect it asthey are,

They look for a blessing but none.

expect it by “faith and expect it now.’
How difficult it is to know ourselves.
Now suppose a man wants water

from a reservoir, must he always be
laying pipe ? and, when he has laid it,
will he get any water unless he lifts the
flood-gate? No; there may be no
lack of water, but he will soffer the same
as if there was none. So in seeking
any blessing from God. We may lay
pipe to the reservoir of blessings, by
prayer, fasting; self-denial, and labor for
souls. We may lay it ever sowell ; we
may take it up and lay it over ever so
precisely ; yet, we are only exhausting
ourselves in the process. We are no
better off, with all this done, till we lift
the flood-gate by a present act of faith.
Faith is the hand that lifts it, present,
active, persevering faith. This is the im-
portant crisis with a soul. His eyes
are on Christ. He grasps the promise,
He begins to cease from his own labors
and says 0. Jesus thou cans't do it
for me!” His faith increases by one
exercise, and he says, ‘Thou wilt do it
forme.” Now he has a good hold upon
the flood gate and he lifts it as he cries"
out, “Thou dost do it for me.” The
only danger then is, of shutting the gate
down to see if it iscoming. -To do that
is to stop believing. It is your part to
believe and God’s to bless.. He may
want to discipline your faith and not let
the water come in such floods as yous
looked for, but keep the gate up and
your soul will be submerged. Receive
Christ thus and he will be made unto
you. wisdom, righteousness, and sancti-
fication. Your soul will be at rest.
That burdening sense of want—

‘¢ Every moment, Lord, I need

The merit of thy death.”
will give way to the quiet, joyous rest
of" fcuLh-— v ; :

* Every moment, Lord, I kave

The merits of thy death.”

This brings us to a period in our expe-
rience we never reached before, where
we see all the force of what Paul said,
“T live yet, not I, but Christ liveth in
me, and the life that I now live, I live
by the faith of the Son of God.” We
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go on to live a life, thatis; living by the
moment. Hester Ann Rogers said, “I
dare not live but one moment at a time
and that moment by faith in the blood
_ of Jesus.” \ We rest from our own
work, in a sense. 'We are not perplex-
ed and harassed by fears of not doing
all, or not doing it as we should, al-
though we obey God more promptly,
cheerfully and fully than ever before.
Our Christian aetivity is more easy and
spontaneous. * He that believeth hath
entered into rest.” It is a faith that
produces deep, inward quiet, but at the

same time shows itself in outward ac- |-

tivity and many good' works. Every
man who has the life of the .Spirit in
his soul, will give outward manifesta-
tion in ~“the froits of the Spirit.”

Faith does not supercede the perfor-;

mance of good works, they flow from it.
A man may make vows and renew
covenants, and say, “I must and will
do these things,” but, when he lives a
life of faith he does them without so
much effort. His faith works by love,
and he knows about “ the sweet task
of love.” He is not making resolutions
now for the future, but is in a blessed
convenant relation to God, that brings
death to sin. and life to righteousness,
a conscious acceptance in the Beloved,
and a present experience of being fill-
ed with all ‘the fullness of God.—
O! brother, sister, — ‘“ Have faith in
God.” ;

— 0o

FarrarviNess oF Gop.—Faithful-
_ ness in Him that rules is that which
makes Zion rejoice, because thereby the

promises yield milk and honey. For
now the faithful God, that keepeth cov-
enant, performs to his church that which
He told her He would. Wherefore our
rivers shall run and our brooks yield
honey and butter.—Job xx: 17.

Let this teach -all God’s people to
expect, to look, and wait for good
things from the throne. But O, me-
thinks this throne out of which good
comes like a river, who but would be a
subject to it? who but would worship
before it ?—John Bunyan.

ENDURE UNTO THE END.

BY J. R. SMITH.

‘When Jesus was upon the Mount of
Olives, his disciples sought him pri-
vately, to inquire what should be the
sign of his coming, and of the end of
the world. Jesus told-them to take
heed that no man deceived them, that
many would come in his name saying
that “T am Christ: and should deceive
many. But he that should endure un-
to the end, the same should be saved.”

It is written that “in the latter days
some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines
of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy,
baving their conscience seared with a
hot iron. The devil is not dead. He
is going about like a roaring lion, seek-
ing whom he may devour. He wiil
come in many different forms. At
times he will be draped in his sacerdo-
tal robes, in the form of an angel in
light. But take heed: look out for
him ; be not deceived, follow none of
his devices. He desires to have the
children of God, that he may sift them
as wheat. But remember that Jesus
has prayed for you that your faith fail
not. If there is any weak point in the
fortifications of the heart of the Chris-
tian, the devil will bring all his forces
to bear upon that point that he may
make a breach in the walls of his faith.
He may not succeed. Nevertheless it
will be necessary to ‘“have on the

.whole armor of God, that you may be

able to stand.against his wiles. * We
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, and powers,—
against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places.” The .devil is thor-
oughly practiced in his business. He
is neverfound sleeping. Take- beed.

Resist the devil and he will flee fronr

you.—When his assaults are the hot-
test, and trials are the heaviest, re-
member that * He that endareth unto the
end, the same shall be saved.”

The devil in the form of Mammon
will assail the Christian. He will tell




ENDURE UNTO THE END.

83

him he must make haste to be rich;
that he must get money at any cost.
“But what shall it profit a man if he
gain the ‘whole world and lose his own
soul?” Take heed and beware of cov-
etousness, for a man’s life consisteth nof
in the abundance of the things which
he possesseth. It is written upon the
fortunes of the millions, *“ He that drink-
eth of these waters shall thirst.again,”
“but whosoever drinketh of the water
that Jesus shall give him shall never
thirst; and the water that Jesus shall
give him, shall be in him a well of wa-
ter springing up into everlasting life.”
It is proof of the ruin of the soul
that it seeks to satisfy itself with the
things of this world. “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world
the love of the Father is not in him.
Set your affections on things above and
not upon things upon the earth, and when
Christ, who is your life, shall appear,
then shall you also appear with him in
glory.” Resist the seductions of Mam-
mon, remembering that Jeésus has said :
‘He that endureth unto the end the
same shall be saved.” Nothing but
vital, EXPERIMENTAL, and PRACTICAL
godliness will- endure in that great
and terrible_day when the Lord shall
come. “The great day of his wrath is
coming, and who shall be able to stand ?”
None but those whose hearts are made
PURE by the cleansing blood of Je-
sus. i
There are various types of religion
having their forms and their ceremonies,
some are saying, .*‘ am-Christ’s,” while
having fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness. But, believe them
, not, take heed, and be not deceived.
Have no fellowship with these mystic
workers of iniquity, for a day i1s coming
when their works of darkness shall be
tried by fire, and they shall not stand.
They shall be as the chaff thatis driven
with the whirlwind of God Almighty’s
wrath. = “ Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord. Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers, for what fei-
lowship hath righteousness with un-

righteousness ? and, what communion
hath light with darkness ?”

There is another form of religion,
which lodges in the head. It does not.
spring from conviction, nor secure adop-
tion, it is not the religion of the heart;
it comes from the imagination; it in-
dulges in the sentimental. It covers
up every awful truth in beds of roses,
making the commandments of God of
no effect. 1t gets up churchsprees and
vanity fairs, tea parties and oyster sup-
pers. It decorates churches, and fits
up the Sanctuary so as to please the
sensual. This is not the religion of-
Jesus Christ. A church that preclaims
itisnot the church of the living God. This
kind of réligion cannot endure. - The
advocates of it will be cast into ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels. i
_ There is another form of religion,
which is ArL form. It has the form of
godliness, but denies the power thereof;
This kind worships God by proxy, and
has a system of arrangements by which
they substitute for the spirit of God,

forms of prayer and exhortation, and’

scientific singing. They worship their
minister and their ostentatious surround-
ings, instead of worshipping God—the
cross is very light and easy to be borne
—you will generally find it around the
necks of the ladies. This kind makes
broad their phylacteries, and enlarge -
the borders of their garments. They
love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues.—

" They shut up the kingdom of heawen

against men. They neither go in them-
selves nor suffer them that are entering to
goin. There is no endurance in thiskind,
it collapses the moment it is tested.
‘When the rains descend and the winds
blow and beat upon their house their
foundation is swept away; but, ‘“he
that endureth unto the end, the same
shall be saved.” Again there is there-
ligion of tradition. Men believe what
their fathers believed before them ; but,
this is not the religion of -Christ. He
that believes in religion because it was
inherited from his father is not building
upon the rock. When tested it will
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be found wanting; it cannot endure un-
to the end.

What then is the religion that will
endure in that great and terrible day,
when the Lord shall come? The relig-
ion of Jesus Christ, pure and undefiled,
as‘it came from his blessed lips, will
stand the fire, no/ other will The
roots of this religion| strike down deep
into the believer's heart. It is inspired
. and taught by the Holy Spirit. This
religion accepts Jesus as a present Sav-
viour and-the love of God is shed a-
broad in the heart of it possessor by
the Holy Ghost, which is given unto
him. Hallelujah!
that will stand in the day of judgment,
and give us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Hallelujah to God.
‘We know that our Redeemer lives, and
because Jesus lives we shall live also.
The believer feels like joining with the
angels in singing, “ Glory to God inthe
: hxghest on earth peace and good will
to man.” He knows that Jesus is able
to keep tha.t which he has committed to
-his care until that day. This religion
is not the mountain torrent fed by the
shower, leaving its channel dry when
the clouds are emptied of their contents,
but it is the stream that moves on
through belts of greenness, sprinkling its
banks with fragrant flowers until it
mingles with the river of life, and is
lost in wonder, lovel and pra-ise. This
religion is like the /mighty oak of Ba-
shan, that waves its branches amid the
storm, and strikes its roots deeper in
the howling tempest, developing itself
while basking in the Divine rays of the
Sun of righteousness; in winter or
summer steadily advancing towards im-
mortal glory.

He that thus believes and lives shall-

be clothed in white raiment. He shall
sing that new song. Heshall be made
a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go nomore out. The name of
. my God shall be written upon him and
the name of the city of my God,

which is New Jerusalem, which comeLh
down out of Heaven from my God, and
he will write upon them his new name,

Hallelujah !

[This is the religion

WATCH, FIGHT, PRAY.

BY MRS. DELIA A, CATTON.

I doubt whether there ever was a
period in this world's history, when it
was more necessary for the followers
of Jesus to have the whole armor on,
than it is to-day. The world, the flesh
and the devil, are all standing in array
-against those who are determined to
get to heaven; and he who overcomes
these and stands, entire in the will of 5t
God, ‘will have to watch, and fight and
pray, and on the power of the Eternal
One rely.

The enemy of God and of our race
is ever on the alert, to drag souls down
to perdition. He leaves no means un-
turned. Do any of ussleep? Heis
awake. ‘He goeth about as a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour,”
whom he may keep, or entice from the
Sway of life.

Then, Child of God,—\vatch,—be
on the look-out,——_—

‘* Leave no unguarded place,
No weakness of the soul'”

Take the whole  panoply of God;”

watch against the least appearance of
sin; seek opportunities to do good;’
watch over souls, as those that must
give account. Though we are march-

ing through Immanuel’s ground,” we
are surrounded by enemies, and’ we

shall have to fight if we conquer.

Only let us sit down and we are over-

come ; lay down our watch, cease to
fight, and the enemy is victorious.

In this” warfare, we shall have to .
suffer. “The servant is not above
the master,” and ““ He was made perfect
through suﬁ'ermnr : .

Then we must pray,—pray much;
God hears prayer. and he delights to
answer if foo. Prayer ‘unlocks heaven.
The Son of God, when here upon earth
prayed; He called on the Father for
help, and the Father sent help from
above, and stxenothened Him.

O, Thou, who art—

“The Life, the Truth, the Way;

The path of prayer Thysel! hast trod;
Lord, teach us how to pray ' "
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ETHEL’S DECISION.
BY HELEN L. SMITH.

“The way of life is so very, very
narrow, that they who would tread
therein, must lay aside every weight ;
be divested of every encumbrance,
and with the eye fixed steadily on
Christ, follow Him closely.”

“Q Sir, I know it, I read it in the
Bible this very day; but the world is
so bright, how can I leave it forever,
and take the heavy cross ?”

“There were tears on the young
face, turned so pleadingly to the gray-
haired Pastor, and the girlish form
trembled with emotion.

Silence for a moment, then came the
reply: ‘ What shall it profit a man,

Ethel, if he gain the whole world; if

he grasps every pleasure, every joy,
and then awakes at last to know that
all is lost, all #s lost.”

Slowly the woras were repedted, and
Ethel Andrews, as if shrinking from
the realization of their awful import,
turned quickly away and left the man
of God, who breathing a prayer for the
help of the Spirit for this tempted one,
went slowly and sadly on to his home.

“Ts it possible that my eternal des-
tiny may hang on to-night’s decision ?”
said Ethel as she reached her own room
and sank on her knees, overcome with
the thought. *‘Can’t I go just to-night,
only once more? Howard will be so
disappointed and indignant. O God
help me.”

For two years the work of grace,
most graciously begun, had been wa-
ning in her heart and life, and the cruel
enemy, seeing in the lovély girl a
power fr  tod, had been industriously
at w . binding her with the fatal
wi‘ ¢s8 of worldly pleasure. The

arms of fashionable life were power-
ful to enchain’ her in their golden
meshes, and although the Holy Spirit
spoke wa.rnmgly entreatmgly, she had
yielded little by little to the tempter’s
power, until that ¢ unseen line that
crosses every path,” had been almost
reached. At this time, a faithfut Am

bassador of Christ's pure Gospel, had
been sent to labor there, and fully
comprehending the danger ‘of Ethel
Andrews