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THE

 FREE METHODIST OHURCH.

- Tae Frre Mermovist CHURCH isa
body of Christians who profess to be in
“earncst to get to Heaven. They do not
‘believe that either God, or the Bible has
changed to accommodate the fashionable
tendencies of the age. They solemnly
protest against the union of the clur ch
and the world. The conditions of ysal-
vation, as they teach are the same now
 that they were elghteen hundred years
ago. He who would be a Christian in
- reality, as well as in name, must deny
0 himself, and take up his cross daily and
8 follow Jesus. He must come out fr ‘om
the world and be separate, and 101101} _
& not the unclean thing,
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In doctrine they are Methodlsts.

" They believe in the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity, in a general atonement, in the
‘neoessity of the new birth, in the wit-

ness of the Spirit, and in future rewards
gnd punishments.” They insist that it is
the duty and privilege of every believer

- to be sanetified wholly, and to be pre-
~ served blameless unto the coming of the

Lord Jesus Christ, Every ene who is -
received into full connexion, either pro-

~ fesses to enjoy that perfect love which -

easts out all fear, or promises dlhgently
to seek until he obtains it.

2. "They look upon practical godliness
as the never-failing result of a genuine
religious experience, By their frnits ye
shall know them. Hence they insist

‘that those who profess to be the disci-

ples of Christ should come out from un-
believers and be separate, abstaining

from connection with all secret societies,

renouncing all vain pomp and glory,

- adorning themselves in modest apparel,
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and not in gold or pearls, or costly ar-
ray. We have no right to abolish any
of the requirements made by Christ and
the apostles, or to make obedience to
them a matter of small consequence.
_ The Golden Rule, they hold, applies
equally to the colored as to the white

“race. The first Free Methodist Church
ever organized was in St. Louis, a slave-
holding city, and at a time when slave-
holders were freely admitted to the
churches generally. Yet they made
non-slaveholding a test of membership,
plohibitin a8 they have ever ddne ¢““the . -
| buymfr sellmo- or holding a humn be-

_ 1ng as a slave.”

8. The governmen-t is not aristocratic,
but the members have an equal voice
~ with the mi?sfers in all the couneils of

the Church./ Both the Annual and the
General Conferences are composed of as
many lay delegates as ministers, who
- have an cqual voice and vote in all the
proceedin gs. The stationing emnmittee,
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by whom the appointments are made, is
composed of the chairmen of the dis-
tricts, and an equal number of laymen
chosen. for that purpose. The official
boards are selected by the societies, and
not appointed by the preachers. In-
stead of Presiding elders, they have
Chairmen of districts, who generally
have circuits the same as the rest of
the preachers. They have general su-
perintendents, elected once in four years,
whose duty it is to preside at the Annual
Conferences, and travel through the con-
nection at large. The rights of the
members are carefully guarded.

4. They endeavor to promote spiritu-
ality and simplicity in worship.. Con- .
gregational singing is universal, and
performances upon musical instraments,
and singing by choirs in public worship
is prohibited. They believe in the Holy
Ghost. If men are really converted and
sanctified, it is through the Spirit of
God. When He’ works there is a stir.
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As President Edwards says, ¢ Eternal
~ things are 8o great, and of such vast.
concern, that there is great absurdity in
men’s being but moderately moved and
affected by them.” ‘Where the Spirit of .
- the Lord is, there is liberty. The Free

Methodists, while they do not believe in
any mere formal noise, yet when the '
Spirit comes like “a rushing mighty
wind” as on the day of Pentecost,they do
 not dare to oppose the manifestations of
‘His presence. As Edwards says, “ When-
ever there is any considerable degree of
the Spirit’s influence upon a mixed mul-
~ titude, it will produce, some way or
other, a great visible comraotion.” To
“resist his operations is to hlndel the
- work of God.

5. They do not believe in resor tmrr to.
worldly policy to sustain the (TOBI)G]...
~Christ has said, that whosoever giveth
a cup of cold water in His name, shall in
no wise lose his reward. But it is the
motive, and not the amount done that
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secures the Divine approbation. There
is no more virtue in giving to the cause -
of God, for carnal pleasure, than there is
in any other purely selfish action. Hence
they give no countenance to modern ex-
pedients for promoting Ohustlamty, '

such as selling or renting pews, pic-nics,
Christmas trees, festivals, lotteries, fairs,

~and donation parties. To say that the

church cannot be sustained without
these contrivances to beguile the world
‘into its support, i3 to confess that pro-
fossing Christians are “lovers of plea-
sure more thanlovers of God.” It is to
pronounce Christianity a failure. The
‘Gospel possesses an inherent power that
~will not only sustain itself, but make its
way through all opposition, wherever
1ts advocates live up to its. requirelilents,
and rely upon its promises.

6. All their churches are require ed to
be as free as the grace they preach.
_Théy believe, that their mission is two- -
- fold—to maintain the Bible standard of
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' my-md to preach the Gospel

“all seats h their honses of vonlllp '

should nx rrEx.  No pews ean be rented S

- or sold among them. The world will i

- mever become converted to 80 ¥4

long as the Churches are conducted up- ]

_on the exclusive system. It has always

been contrary to the economy of the

Christian Church, to build houses of 4
worship with pews to rent. Buttho“ e

spirit of the world ifs encroached by *

little and little, until, in many parts of |

the United States, not a single free |

church can be found in any of the cities

- or larger villages. The pew system

generally prevails among all denomina-

tions. We are thoroughly convinced -

~ that this system is wrong in principle,

and bad in tendency. . It is a corruptiofi-

of Christianity. Free Chuwrches are

essential to reach the masses. The pro-

visions of the Gospel are for all. The

“glad tidings ™ must be proclaimed to
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every. indiv 1(111@1 of thc, human race.
God sends the true light to illuminate

and melt every heart. To civilized and

savage, bond and free, black and white,

the ignorant and the learned, 18 ﬁeely»
_offered the great salvation.

But for whose benefit are special

efforts to be put forth? Who must be
 particularly cared for? Jesus settles

this question. - ¢ The blind receive their

sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up,” and, as if all this would
be insufiicient to satisfy John of the

~ validity of his claimg, he adds, “and the

poor have the gospel preached to them.”
This was the crowning proof that He

was the One that should eome. In this
respect the Church must follow in the -

footsteps of Jesus. She must see to it

that the gospel is preached to the poor,
- Thus, the duty of preaching the gospel

to the poor, is enjoined by the plainest

precepts and examples. If the gospel

PR ez o P e gyt
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1s to be p1eached to all, then it follows
as a necessary consequence, that all the

arrangements for preaching the gospel

should be so made as to gecure this ob-

ject. If it be said that seats would be
ﬁeely given to those Who are unable to-

~ pay for them, we answer, this does not
meet the case. But few are willing, so
long as they are able to appem at church,

;  to be publicly treated as paupers. ._
~ You will find in this book the doc-
- trines and form of government of the

Free Methodist Church, as adopted by

- the General Conference. :
~ We do not wish any to subbcrlbe to

it unless they believe it will be for the
glory of God and the good of their

souls. We have no desire to get up

simply a large church ; but we do hope
that our societies will be compesed, ex-

clusevely, of those who are én earnest to

gain heaven, and who are determined,
by the grace of God, to live up to the
requirements of' the Bible.

~

o
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Where societies already organized

“design to unite with the Free Methodist
- Church, we recommend that they adopt
" the Discipline as a whole ; and then,
that each member be admitted in his in- .
~ dividual capacity, as provided for in sec-

tion third of chapter first, entitled ¢ Of
receiving members into the Church.”

It is of the greatest importance that
those who come into this orgalli'zatfbn
be of one heart and one mind.

i e e e
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THE |
DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE

OF 'I‘HE

~ FREE METHODIST CHURCH

C HAP’TER I
SECTION 1I.
ARTICLES OR RELIGION.
1 Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.
'THERE is but one living and true God, ever-
lasting,without body or parts, of infinite power,
wisdom, and goodness; the maker and pre-
server of all things, visible and invisible. And
in unity of this Godhead, there are tliree per-.
sons, of one substance, power and eternity ;—
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
II. Of the Word, or Son of God, who was
made very man. .
~ The-Son, who is the Word of the Father,
the very and eternal God, of one substance
with the Father, took man’s nature in the .
womb of the blessed virgin ; so that two whole
and perfect. natures, that is to say, the God-

head and manhood, were joined together in
2 v
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one person, never to be divided, whexeof .is‘one. o
Christ, very God and very man, who. truly suf-

'~ fered, was crucified, dead and buried, to recon-
cile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not
only for original guilt, but also Ifor actual sins
of men, '

III. Of the Rcsm‘rectzon of O’fmst

~ Christ did truly rise again from the dead,
and took again his body, with all things apper-
taining to the perfection of man’s nature,
wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there
sitteth until he return to Judg-e all men at the
1ast day:. : !

IV. Of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father.
“and the Son, is of one substance, majesty and
glory with the Father and the Son, very and
eternal God. _
V.. The Sufficiency of the Holy Scmptm'es
Jor Saiwtwn ) |
The Holy Scriptures contain all things neces-
sary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is
not to be required of any man, that it should
" be believed as an article’ of faith, or be
thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In
the name of the Holy Seripture, we do under- .
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The names of the Canonwal Booka

. Gténesis,
Exodus,
Leviticus, -
Numbers,
Deuteronomy,
J oshua, T

~ Judges,

Ruth, :

The First Book of Samuel,
The Second Book of Samuel,
The First Book of Kings, |
The Second Book of Kings,
The First Book of Chronicles,
" The Second Book of Chronicles,
The Book of Eazra,

The Book of Nehenii_ah,

The Book of Esther,

- The Book of Job,

The Psalms,

The PlOVGle,

Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher-
‘Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
Four Prophets the greater,
Twelve Prophets the less :

19

 stand those canonical books 'of the 01d. and
- New Testament, of whose authority was never
any doubt in the Church.

AR R STy A NS S R S S T T
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All the books of the New .Téslta,mcnt, ag they
‘are commonly’ 1ecewed we do 1ecewe and
account canonical.

VI Of the Old Testamént.

~ The Old Testament is not contrary to the
New ; for both in the Old and New Testaments
everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ,
who is the only Mediator Jbetween God and
man. Wherefore they are not to be heard
" who feign that the old fathers did look only
for transitory. promises.’ Although the law
given from God by Moses, as touching cere-
monies and rites, doth not bind Christians,
nor ought the civil precepts thereof of neces-
gity to be received in any commonwealth ; yet,
notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is
free from the obedience of the commandments
which are called moral.

: VIL. Of Original or Birth Sin.

Original sin standeth not in the following of
Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) but it
s the corruption of the nature of every man

- that naturally is encendeled of the offspring
of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from
original righteousness, and of his own nature
inclined to evil, and that continually.
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VLI Of Free Will.

| The conditioh of man after the fall of ‘Adam
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare him-
gelf, by his own natural strength and works,
- to faith and calling upon God ; wherefore we

have no power to do good works, pleasant and «
acceptable to God, without the grace of God
by Christ preventing us, that we may have a

| good. will, and working Wlth us, when we
~ have that good will..

IX. Of thé Justzﬁcatﬁon of Man.

We are accounted righteous before God,
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own
works or deservings : YVheletore, that we are

justified by faith only, is & most wholesome
‘doctrine, and very full of comiort

X. - Of Good Woa'ks

Although good W011~.s which are the frmts
of faith, and follow after justification, cannot
put away our sins, and endure the severity of

God’s judgments’; yet they are pleasing and =

acceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of
a true and lively faith, insomuch that by them
a lively faith may be as evidentl: y known as a
. tree is disgcerned by its fruits. '

- Sl 1
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XI Of Wm‘ks of Supefrafrogatzm

Voluntary works —-bemd es, over and above

- God’s commandmenta——whlch arecalled works

of supererogation, cannot be taught without
arrogancy and impiety. For by them men do

“declare that they do not only render unto God

as much as they are bound to do, but that they
do more for his sake than of bounden duty is
required : whereas Christ saith plainly, When
ye have done all that is commanded you, say,
We are unprofitable servants.

- XIII. Fntire Senctification.

Merely justified persons, while they do not -
outwardly ¢ommit sin, are nevertheless con- .

. geious of sin still remaining in the heart.

They feel a natural tendency to evil, a prone-

-ness to. depart from God, and cleave to the

things of earth. Those that are sanctified
wholly are saved from all inward sin— from
evil thoughts and evil tempers. No wrong
temper, none contrary to love remains in the
a'oul ) AJI the thoughts, words and actions are
governcd by pure love.

Entire sanctification takes place subsequent-

'-_]y to _]ustlﬁt,a-tlon, and is the work of God.

wrought instantaneously upon the consecrated,
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~believing soul. After a soul is oleanqed from

all sin, it i8 then ful]y prepared to grow . in
“grace. _
XIV. HFuture Reward and Punishment.
God has appointed a day in whibh he will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus

- Christ, according to the Gospel. The righte-
- ous shall have in heaven an inheritance incor-

ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.

Thewicked shall' go away into everlaqtmg |

' punigshment, where their worm dieth not, and
their fire is not quenched. !

XV o 0f speakmg in the Congregation in .'.mch |

a Tongue as the Pet)ple undm'stand

" It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word

of God, and the custom of the primitive Church,
to have public prayer in the Church, or to
minigter the sacrament in a tongue not under-
stood by the people.

XVIL Of the Church.
The visible Church of Christ is a congrega-

tion of faithful men, in which the pure word

~‘of God is preached, and the sacraments duly

administered, according to Christ’s ordinance,

in all those things that of neceamty are re-
. quisite to the same.
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il Of Works of Supemrogatwn

Volunteuy works —besides, over and above
God’s commandments—which are called works
of supererogation, cannot be taught without
arrogancy. and impiety. For by them men do

'declare”that’ they do not only render unto God

as much as they are bound to do, but that they

~ do more for his sake than of boundén duty is
- required : whereas Christ saith plainly, When

ye have done all that is commanded you, say, -
We are unproﬁta,ble servants,

XJ'II. E’ntif'e Sanctification.

‘Merely justified persons, while they do not -
sutwardly commit sin, are nevertheless con-
gcious of sin. still remaining in the heart.
They feel a natural tendency to evil, a prone-
ness to depart from God, and cleave to the
things of earth. Those that are sanctified
wholly are saved from all inward sin—from
evil thoughts and evil tempers. No wrong
temper, none contrary to love remains in the

- goul.” All the thoughts, words and &thOHS a,le 8
- governed by pure love.

Entire sanctification takes place subsequent-
ly to justification, and is the work of God
wrought instantaneously upon the consecrated,
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believing soul After a Soul is cleansed from
- all sin, it is then fully prepared to grow in
grace.

XI V. Huture Raward anfl Pumshment

God has appointed a day in which he Wll].
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ, according to the Gospel. The righte-
ous shall have in héaven an inheritance incor-
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.
Thewicked shall go away into everlasting
punishment, where their worm dieth not, and
their fire is not quenched

XV. Of speaking in the C’ongregatwn in such
a Tongue a8 the People understand.

_ S

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word
of God, and the custom of the primitive Church,
to have public prayer in the Church, or to

‘minister the gacrament in a tongue not under-

stood by the people.
XVI. Of the Church.

The visible Church of Christ is a congrega-

tion of faithful men, in which the pure word

of God is preached, and the sacr&men_te duly

- administered, according to Christ’s ordinance,
in all those things that of necessity are re-
qmslte to the same.
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'X YI Of the Rites and Cer emomes of Ckurcﬁes

It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies

. should in all places be the same, or exactly
alike; for they have been always different, and
may be changed according to the diversity of
countries, times and men’s manners, so that

‘nothing be ordained against God’s word.
Whosoever, through his private judgement,
‘willingly and purposely doth openly break the
rites and ceremonies of the Church to which he

- belongs, which are not repugnant to the Wbrd h
of God, and are ordained and approved by
common authority, ought to be rebuked open-
ly, that others may fear to do the like, as one
that offendeth against the common order of
the Church, and woundeth the conscxences of
weak brethren. -
 Every particular Church may ordain, change,

_or abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all
things may be done to edification. '

XX1I. Of Christian Men's Goods.

The riches and goods of Christiamr; are not
- common, as touching the right, title, and pos: .
gession of the'same, as some do falsely boast.
Notwithstanding, every man oughty of such
things as he possesseth, liberally to give alms

to the poor, according to his ability.
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: XXIJI O_f @ Clmstwn Man’s Oatk

. Aswe confess that vain and rash swearing
- is forbidden Chnstmn men by our Lord Jesus
Christ, and James the apostle ; so we hold that

- the Christian religion doth not prohibit, but

that a man may swear when the magistrate
requireth, in a cause of faith and chanty, 80 it
‘be done according to the prophet’s teaching,
in justice, judgment and truth. :
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SECTION IL
 GENERAL RULES.

The Nature Design, and Geneml Rules of our
United. Societies.

(1) In the latter end of the year 1739, eight .
or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in London,
who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin,
and earnestly groaning for redemption. They
desired, (as did two or three more the next
day,) that he would spend some time with
them in prayer, and advise them how to flee
~ from the wrath to come ; which they saw con-
tinually hanging over, their heads. That he
might have more time for this great work, he
appointed a day when they might all come to-
gether, which, from thenceforward, they did
every week, namely, on Zhursday, in the .
evening. For these, and as many more as de-
sired to join with them, (for their number in-
creased daily,) he gave those advices, from
time to time, which he judged most needful
_for them ; and they always concluded their
- meetings with prayer suited to their several

necessities. e




/

Sec. 2]  GENERAL RULRS. e

(2) This was therise of the UniTeD SocIETY,
~ first in Burope, and then in America. Such a
_gociety is no other than “a company of men
having the form and seeking the power of
godliness, united in order to pray together, to re-
ceive the word of exhortation, and to watch over
one another in love, that they may help each
atkefr to work out their salvation.”
(8) That it may the more easily be dlscerned
‘whether they are indeed working out their
own salvation, each society is. divided into
smaller companies, called classes, according to
their respeetive places of abode. There are .
about twelve persons in a class one of whom ig
styled ¢he leader. It is his duty, _'
I To see each person in his class once a.
week at least ; in order, w2
1. To inquire how their gouls prosper.
2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as
occasion may require. '
- 8. To receive what they are Wllhng to give
toward the relief of the preacher, church and
}oor* . -
II. Tomeet the rinistor and the stewa,rds gy
the'society once a week ; in order,

* This part refers to towns and cities ; . where
the poor are generally numerous, and church'
expenges considerable, :
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Setondly By doing good by being in every’
kind merciful after their power, as they have
opportunity, doing good of every possible sort,
and as far as possible to all men.

To their bodies, of the ability whmh God
gweth by giving food to the hungry, by cloth- -
ing the naked, by visiting or helpmg them
that are sick or in prison.

To their souls, by mstractmg, reprovmg or
exhorting all we have any intercourse with ;
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doc-
 trine, that “ we are not to do good unless our
hearz‘s be free toit.

y doing good, especially to them that are
of the houaehold of faith, or groaning soto be;
employing them preferably to others, buying
.one of another 'helpiil'g each other in business;
‘and so much the more, because the world m}l -
Jove its own, and them only.

By all possible diligenée and fm&gahty, that
the gospel be not blamed.

By running with patience the race Whlch is
set before them, denying themselves and taking
. up their eross daily; submitiing to bear the
reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and off
scouring of the world ; and looking that men |
should say ull manner of evil of them faisely
Jor the Lord’s sake. -




Sec.2) ~ GENERAL RULES. 33

(6) It is expected of all who desire to con-
tinue in these societies, that they should con-
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation,
Thirdly, By attending uponi all the ordin-°
ances of God : such are, | |

The public worshlp of God ;

The mmlstry of the word elther read or
"expounded :

The suppér of the Lord ;

Family and private prayer ;

Searching the Scriptures ; and

Fasting or Abstinence.

(7) These are the General Rules of our socie-
ties : ‘all of which we are taught of God to ob-

only rule, and the sufficient rule both of our
faith and practice, And all these we know his
- Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If
~there be any among us who observe them not, -
who habitually break any of them, let it be
known unto them who watch over that soul
as they who must give an account. We will
admonish him of the error of his ways. We
will bear with him for a season. But if then
‘he repent not, hé hath no more -place among
us. We have delivered our own souls. |

o

- serve, even in his written word, which isthe
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SECTION IIL

| Of Recé'wing Members into the Church.

1. Let none be admitted on probation until
“they give evidence of a desire to flee from the
wrath to come, by saving faith in Christ, and
consent to be governed by the General Rules.

2. Let none be received into full connection,
unless they give evidence of a renewed heart,
by living up to the requirements of the Gen-
“eral Rules, and have met in class six months
on probation, have been baptized, and can give
‘gatisfactory answers to the following ques-
tions, which shall be proposed to them before

the society :

1. Have you the mtness of THE SPIRI’I‘ that
you are a child of God ? |
2. Have you that perfect love which casteth
out fear ? If not, will you diligently seek un-
til you obtain it ? |
3. Is it your purpose to devote yourself the
remainder of your life wholly to the service of
" God, doing good to your fellow men, and work-
ing' out your .own salvation with fear and
srembling ? |
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"4, Will you forever lay aside all superfluous
ornaments, and adorn yourself in modest ap-
parel, with shamefacedness and sobﬂety, not.
with broidered hair, or gold, or pea¥ls, or cost-
ly array, but, which becometh those professing
godlmeqs with good works ? j

5. Will you abstain from connoctlon with

all secret societies, keeping yourself free to

follow the will of the Lord in all things ?
6. Do you subscribe to our articles of re-
ligion. our General Rules, and our Discipline, .
and are you willing to be governed by the
same ? -

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love
for the members of this society, and will you
aqsm; them, as God shall give you ability, in

~carrying on the work of the Lord ?

The person giving affirmative answers to
the above questions shall, with the consent of
three-fourths of all the members present at a
society meeting, be admitted to all the privi-
leges of a member. Any person in good stand- -
ing in any evangelical church may be received
into full connection, upon their meeting the

~other requirements of this section, without

then' ha.vmg been on probatmn in our C'hurch



86 = GENERAL CONFERENCE. [Ch. ii

- Bl

CHAPTER II.
OF THE OFFICIAL anlms.

SECTION I.

.-

 Of our Déportment’ at the G’onference;!.'

It is desired that all things be considered on
these occasions as in the immediate presence
of God ; that every person spea.k freely What-
ever is in his heart.

Ques. How may we best improve our time
at the Conferences ? '

- Ans. 1. While we are conversing, let us
have an especial care to set God always before
B - , '- | '
- 2. In the intermediate hours, let us redeem
all the time we can for private exercises.
8. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for
one another, and for a blessmg on our labors

SECTION II.
Of the General Conference

1. The General Conference shall be com-
posed of the Superintendent, and an equal
~ number of clerical and lay delegates belonging
to the Free Methodist Church, to be appointed
by the Annnal Conferences, at their respect{ve ,_
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session® next preceding the session of the

- General Conference. Each Annual Conference -
- shall be entitled toone lay and one ministerial
delegate ; and an additional one of each kind

for every ten prca,chels in full connection. In
electing delegates to the General Conference,

~ the preachers and laymen shall vote separate-
1y, each branch electing by ballot from their

own number the dPlegates to which they are
respectively entitled. Each Annual Conference
shall be entitled to one additional ministerial
and lay delegate in the General Conference,
whenever there is belonging to it an additional
fractmn of seven traveling preachers.
. The General Conference shall meet on the

Ise(;oz;d Wednesday of October, 1862, at St.

Charles, Ills., and once in four years thereafter,
at such place as it may designate. B
3. At all times when the General Confer-
ence shall be in session, it shall take two-
thirds of all the deletra.tes who shall attend
and be enrolled, to constitute a qu,o;;um 101;

transacting businegs.
4. Bach General Oanfe;cence shall elect one
or more Genergl bgp31111tendenta. and a Secre-

- tary, by ballot. - The Secretary shall continue

in office until hig successor is elected. *
9. The members of the Genergl Confep
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ence shall deliberate and vote as one body ;
‘nevertheless, upon a call of - one-fourth of the

members, the house shall divide, and it shall
require a majority of the ministerial, and a

~ majority of the lay delegates present, to pass

any vote, or transact any business.

6. The General Conference shall have full
powers to make rules and regulations for our
Chureh, under the 1ollowing limitations and
restrictions : :

1 The General Conference shall not revoke
a.lter or chano'e our articles of religion, nor the .
General Rules of the United Societies, nor
establish any new standards or rules of doc-
trme contrary to our present emstmg and

_ estabhshed standards of doctrine,

9. They shall n%t change or alter any part
or rule of our government, so as to do away
with lay delegation or an itinerant ministry,
or the Free Seat system in all our Churehes.

- 8, They shall not have power to deprive our

- preachers or members of the right of trial by

an impartial Committee, and of an appeal.

. Provided, neverthelesss, that upon the con-
current recommendation of three-fourths of
all the members of the several Annual Confer-

ences, who shall be present and vote on such

recommendations, then a ‘majority of two-
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-  thirds of the Geneml Conference bucceedmg,.

shall suffice to alter either of the above re-
strictions, except the last ; and also, whenever
such alteration or alterations shall have been

first recommended by two-thirds of the Gener
~ al Conference, so soon as three-fourths of the
. members of all the Annual Conferences shall -

have concurred as aforesaid, such alteration or
alterations shall take effect.

SECTION IIL
Of the Annual O'oﬁfermoes ..

1. Bach Annual Conference shall e corise

posed of all the traveling and superannuated
preachers who have been duly received into
full connection, within its bounds, and of lay

delegates elected by the several circuits, as

provided for in the Section on Society Meet-

ings. - Bach circuit shall be entitled to one
delegate for every preacher traveling upon it,
a.ccorclmg to the provisions of the Discipline.

. There shall be the following Annual Con-

ferences to wit : The Ilhnms ;the Genesee, the
‘Susquehanna, the Michigan, and such others
as may be orgamzed as hereinafter p:o_wded

8. Each Annual Conference shall appoint

i

g
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the place, Iand with the concurrence of the :

 President, the time of its own gesgions.

4, They shall elect a Secretary who shall re-
cord, in a suitable book, the proceedings of the =
Annual Conference, which record shall be sent -
to the General Conference for their examina-
tion. And in the absence of the Superintend-
eit, they shall elect, by ballot, an Elder from
their own number, to. preblde

5. The ministers and laymen composrtng the
Annual Conference shall deliberate and’ vote
as one body ; but at the call of one-fourth of

all the members present ‘the HLouse shall' SRty

divide, and the ministers and laymen vote

separately ; and it shall require a majority of
~ both branches to constitute a vote of the Con-

ference.

6. The territory embmced by each Annual
Conferen(;e shall be divided into districts, and

-over each of these one of the traveling elders
- shall be appointed’ by the Annual Conference

as Chairman.
7. The Chairmen of the several Districts,

and an equal number of laymen to be elected
" by ballot the first day of the Session, together
“with the President of the Annual Conference,
- shall constitute a Statmmng Commlttee, (of

which the Presndent shall be Chmrms,n, and




Sec.ili.] = ANNUAL CONFERENCES. . . 41 =

have a casting i*nté,) whose duty it shall be to °

~appoint the preachers to their several fields of .
~ labor ; provided that no preacher shall be ap

pointed to the same circuit more than two

. years in succesion.

8. Each Annual Conference shall inqui're—--
1. What are the names of preachers and
delegates having a seat in this Conference ?
2. Who are the Stationing Committee ?
3. What preachers are admitted on trial ?
4., Who remain on trial ?

5. Who are admitted-into full connection?

6. Who are the Deacons ? | e

7. Who have been elected and ordained
Elders this year ? : v

8. Who have located this year?

9. Who are the superannuated or worn—out
preachers ?

10. Who have been expelled from the con-
nection this year? | :

11. Who have withdrawn from the conne&

 tion this year?

12, ‘Are all the preachers blameless in hfe
and conversation 2 Have they through, the
past year, discharged their duties to God, them-
selves, and one another, as required by sec-
tion ix, chapter iii, of the Discipline ?

13. Who have died this year ?
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the place, and with the concurrence of the
President, the time of its own sessions.

4, They shall elect a Secretary who ghall re-

“cord, in a suitable book, the proceedings of the
3 Annual Conference, which record shall be sent

to the General Conference for their examina-
tion. And in the absence of the Superintend-

~ent, they shall elect, by ballot, an Hlder from‘

- their own number, to preside. .

5. The ministers and laymen composing the

Annual COnferoncd Shall deliberate and vote
all the members present ‘the house shall
~ divide, and the ministers and laymen vote
separately ; and it shall require a majority of
both branches to constitute a vote of the Con-
ference. L »

6. The territory embraced by each Annual
Conference shall be divided into districts, and

over each of these one of the travéling elders
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shall be appointed’ by the Annual Coh_ference 8

as Chairman. :

7. The Cha1rmen of the several Dlstrmts,
and an equal number of laymen to be elected
by ballot the first day of the Session, together
with the President of the Annual Conference,
shall constitute a Stationing Committee, (of

which ‘the President shall be Chairman, and
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~ have a casting vote,) whose duty it shall be to

~ appoint the preachers to their several fields of |
labor ; provided that no preacher shall be ap-
pointed to the same circuit more than two
years in guccesion, S

8. Each Annual Conference shall i 1nq1ure-—— :

1. What are the names of preachers and
delegates having a seat in this Conference ?

9. Who are the Stationing Committee ?

3. What preachers are admitted on trial ?
Who remain on trial ? :
‘Who are admitted into full connection ?
Who are the Deacons ? ahn

7. Who have been elected and ordained
Elders this year ?

8. Who have located this year?

9. Who are the supemnnunted or worn-out
preachers ?

10. Who have been expelled from the con-
nection this year? .

-1 Who have Wlthdra.wn from the connec-
tion this year ?

12, Are all the preachers blameless in life
and conversation ? Have they through, the
past year, discharged their duties to God, them-
gelves; and one another, as required by sec-
tion ix, chapter iii, of the Discipline?

13. Who have died this year ?

9’9"'}“.
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14, Wha.t is the number of Church mem-
bers? SR
- Amount collected for superannuated preach :
.ers? .
Amount collectcd for the ’\dlssmnary So-
ciety ? '
Amount collected for the American Blble
Society ?
Number of Sunday Schools 2.0
Number of officers and teachers?
 Number of scholars ?
Number of volumes in library ?
~15.. What amounts are necessary for the su-
perannuated preachers, and the widows and
orphans of preachers, and to make up the
deficiencies of those who have not obtained
their regular allowance on the circuits ?
16. What has been collected on the forego-
ing accounts, and how has it been applied ?
. 17. Where are the preachers stationed this
: year? | - '
18. Where and when shall our next Con-
ference be held ?
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~ SECTION IV.
Of the Quarterly Conferences.

1. The Quarterly Conferences shall be com-
posed of all the traveling and local preachers,
exhorters, stewards, and leaders of the dis-
trict. |

‘2. Four sessions of the Qua,rterly Conference
shall be held each year in connection with the

_ General Quarterly Meetings, at such times and

places as it may designate.

3. The Chairman of the district shall be
President of the Quarterly Conference, and in
his absence a president pro tem, shall be elected

by the members present.

4, A Secretary shall be appointed by the | I
Quarterly Conference, who shall keep a faith-

ful record of'its proceedings.

5. The Quarterly Conference shall hear com-
plaints, and try appeals, grant and renew licen-

- ces to preach, and recommend suitable persons

to the Annual Conference to be employed as =
traveling preachers.. No pergon shall be li-

- censed to preach until he hag first been recom-
_mended by the -Official Board of the circuit to
which he belongs, and until he has first been
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examined by the Quarterly Conference in re-
gard to his piety, his soundness in doctrine,

his gifts, and his usefulness. Let noné be

licensed until satisfactory answers are given

to all the questions found in the section, “ Of
the trial of those who think they are moved by

the Holy Ghost to preach.” The Quarterly

Conference shall also, in connection with the

Chairman of the District, appoint and hold

Camp Meetings as the mtc,rests of the cause of ;
God may requu'(,. _

- BECTION V.
| . Of the Executive Committce.

- 1. The Executive Committee shall consist of
the Superintendent, and one traveling elder,
and one layman from each Annual Conference,
to be elected annually by ballot. '
2. In case there be no: Supermtendent to
travel through the work at large, and preside
over the Annual Conferences, the Executive
Committee shall meet together and elect &
Superintendent or Superintendents, who shall
_serve until the ensuing General Conference.
3. The Executive Committee shall fix the
allowance of the Superintendent, and provide

Fl
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 such means as they Judge proper for rmsmg-
© the same. -

4. Whenever two- thirds of the Annual Con-
ferences shall demand it, the bupeuntendent..
—or, if" there be mnone, the Secretary of the
Executive Committee—shall call an extra ses* :
sion, of the General Conferenee, fixing the
‘place thereof, and the time of assembling, later
- than the next ensusing session of each of the
Annual Conferences. :

~ The Executive Committee shall meet
Whenever the Superintendent, or one-third of
‘the Committee, shall deem it necessary ;and &
majority of the members elected shall consti-
tute a quorum for tr ansactmg business.

|+ BECTION VI, - .
Of the Oﬁciaz Meetings.

1. An’ Official Meeting, composed of the
preachers,exhorters, stewards and class leaders,
shall be held in each circuit once a month

wherever practicable.

' 9. The Officisl Board shall look after the
temporal and spiritual interests of the c;rcult
establish and maintain Sunday Schools, grant
and renew licenses to exhort, provided that no
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~ person shall be licensed to ‘exhort without a

recommendation from the society* of which
he is a member. They shall also recommend
suitable persons to the Quarterly Conferenceé
to be licensed as local preachers.

3. The preacherin charge shall be Chmr-

- man of the Official Meeting, and in his absenee
a chairman shall be elected. The  Recording

Steward shall be the Secretary of the Board,

- who shall keep and record, in a suitable book

provided for that purpose, faithful minutes of
the proceedings of the Offlcial Meetings, and

also of the meetings of the society. He shall .

also keep a record of all the money raised on
the circuit for religious purposes, and’of the
manner in which the same was expended.

SECTION VII.
Society Meetings.

1 Every circuit shall have, W1t111n three
months prior to the session of the Annual

Conference to which it belongs, an Annual

Society Meeting, of which the preacher in

¥ By a “Society " is meant all the members of our

Church, who mest together btatbdl}", in one placc, for
public WOI‘bhlp
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5 charge shall be chfurman and the recordmg, -
. steward,, secretary.

R. At this meetmg ‘the members of the .

Church in full connection, on the circuit, shlall .
elect, by ballot, one or more of their members
to represent them in the Annual Conference,
uccordmg to the provisions of the Discipline.
i 8. The Annual Society Meeting shall elect
uot less than three nor more than nine stew-
ards for the circuit, who shall hold their office
for one year, or until others shall be elected in

their place.

4. The preacher in charge of & circuit’ or (in
hls absence or refusal to do it), a majority of
the official board may call a meeting of the
Somety, whenever in their judgment the in-
terbsts of the Church requlre it.
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person shall be licensed to exhort without a
recommendation from the society* of which
he is & member. They shall also recommend
suitable persons to the Quarterly Conferences

to be licensed as local preachers.

8. The preacher in charge shall be Chair-
‘man of the Official Meeting, and in his absence
~ a chairman shall be elected. The - Recordmgf

it Steward shall be the Secretary of the Board,

who shall keep and record, in a suitable book

provided for tllaq-purposé, faithful minutes of o

the proceedings of the Official Meetings, and
also of the meetings of the society. He shall
also keep a record of all the money raised on
the circuit for religious purposes, zind'fof the
~ manner in which the same was expended.

SECTION VIL.
Society Meetmgs

1 Every circuit shall have, within three
months prior to the session of the Annual
Conference to which it belongs, an' Annual
Society Mebtmg, of which the, preacher D

¥ By a “Socletv ”” is meant all the members of our

- Church, who mest together statedly, in one place, for
publiuworbhnp i _ y e :
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-charge shall be chaurman and the recordmg
| steward,, secretary. ' - I
- R. At this meeting the members of the
Churech, in full conneection, on the circuit, shall
elect, by ballot, one or more of their members
to represent them in the Annual Conference,
according to the provisions of the Discipline.
8. The Annual Society Meeting shall elect
not less than three nor more than nine stew-
ards for the circuit, who shall hold their office
for one year, or until others shall be elected in
their place.
4. The preacher in charge of a circuit®. or (in
- his absence or refusal to do 11;) a majority of
‘the official board may call a meeting of the
'Soplety, whenever in their judgment the in-
~ terests of the Church require it.
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UIHAPTER 111.
OF OFFICERS AND MINISTERS.
| © SECTION 1 |
of tfw General Supmntendenzs

) & The General Conference shall elect one o

more traveling Elders as General Superintend.

ents, to remain in office during the four years

following, or until others shgll be appointed.

2. It shall be the duty of the Superinteni-

_ents to travel through the connection at largs ;

to oversee the spiritual and temporal interests
of our Church, and to labor to promoteits

purity, peace, and prosperity ; to establish new

Societies ; to receive and suspend preachers,
according to the provisions of the Discipline,
and to change them with their consent and

‘the consent of a majority of the Official Board
of the circuit from .which they are to be re-

moved ; to form new Conferences in the inter-
vals of ‘General Conference, as the wants of

~ the work may demand, subject to the approval

of General Conference—provided that no new
Conference shall be formed without the con-
sent of at least two-thirds of the Executive




Committee ;, to preside at the General and

Annual Conferences, andnto decide all ques-
~ -tions of law therein, subject to an appeal to
the respective Conferences.

3. The Superintendents shall be amenable
to the General Conference for the discharge of
* their official duties, and for their Christian

conduct, to the Annual Conferences to Wlnch
they respectlve]y belong. '

| ' SECTION II
Of the. Chairmen of Districts.

It shall be the duty of the Chairman of
district—

1. To look after the spmtual and temporal

interests of our Church within his district, and_
to take the oversight of the work on his dis-
trict, according to the Discipline.

2 To see that every part of the DlSClpllllG is |

. duly enforced. ‘
8. To visit every circuit’ on his district
whenever he may judge it expedient. The
" Chairman is especially directed and required
- to visit any circuit in his district, when so re-
quested by the board, in case of any dispute or
difficulty, or any emergency that may arise.

Sec. ii.] CHATRMEN OF DISTRICTS. 49
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The circuit sending for him shall pay his
traveling expenses,

4, To hold four General Quarterly Meetmgs
in his district during each year.

5. To hold Quarterly Meetings once in three
months i each circuit within his district, and
to labor as an Evangelist within his district,

if, in the judgment of the Annual Conference,
the cause of God can be best served thereby.

6. To change, receive, and suspend preachers
in his district in the intervals of the Confer-
ence. Provided, nevertheless, he shall not
change any preacher contrary to his wishes,
unless by the request of two-thlrds of the
members of the circuit.

7. To give the Superintendent a]_l necessary
information of the state of his district.

8. The chairman shall not have power to
employ a preacher that has been rejected by
the Annual Conference without permission by
said Conference.

9 No chairman shall preside over the same
district more than four years in succession.

10. The charman shall be supported by the

- eirenit to which he is appointed, unless he de-
votes all his time in labors as an Evangelist, as
provided for above, in which case he shall re-
ceive his support from the district, each cir-
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cuit cbntributing its pro:p'ortion,as' agreed upon
in the District Conference.

SECTION III.

Of the Hlection and, Ordination of Traveling .
‘ Hiders, and of their Duty.

 Ques. 1. How is an Elder constituted ?

Ans. By the election of a majority of the
 Annual Conference, and by the laying on of
the hands of the President and some of the
Elders that are present. | i

Ques. 2. What shall be the time of proba-
tion of a Traveling Deacon for the oﬁlce of an
Elder ?

Ans. Every Traveling Deacon shall exer
cise that office for two years, before he be eli-
gible to the office of Elder; except in the case
of missions, when the Annual Conferences
shall have authority to elect for the Elder’s
office sooner, if they judge it expedient.

Ques. 3. - What is the duty of a Traveling
Elder?: ' :

Ans. 1. To administer baptism and the
Lord’s supper, and to perform the office of
matrimony, and all parts of Divine worship.




2. To do all the duties of a travehng
‘preacher. : '
No Elder that ceases to travel, without the
consent of the Annual Conference, certified
under the hand of the President of the Confer-
ence, except in case of' sickness, debility, or
“other unavoidable ecircumstances, shall, |
any account, exercise the peculiar functions of
_ his office, or even be allowed to preach among
i ?wvertkeless. the final determination in all -
'such cages is with the Annual Conference.

SECTION IV.

L Of tke EZectwn and Ordmatwn of Traweling
- Deacons, and of their Duty.

Ques 1. How is & Travehng Deacon consti-
tuted ? :
~ Ans. By the election of a majority of the
Annual Conference, and the laying on of the
hands of the President.

Ques. 2. What is the duty of a 'Tra-veling
Deacon ? | ' |

Ans. 1. To baptize; and to pelform the office
of matrimony.

2. To assist the Elder in admlmstermg the
Lord’s supper.

- 92 TRAVELING DEACONS. - “[Ch, iii.
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8. To do all the duties of a travehng :
preacher, ; £ - :

No Deacon who ceases to travel W1thont the
consent of the Annual Conference, certified
under the hand of the President of the Con-
ference, except in case of sickness, debility, or
other unavoidable circumstances, shall, on any
account, exercise the peculiar functlons of his
office, or even be allowed to preach among us ;
nevertheless, the final determination in all su(,h ;
cases is with the Annual Conference.

SECTION Y

Of the Receptwn of Preackers fm)n otfwr I)(- :
nomwzatwns

Ques. ‘How shall we receive those ministers
who may offer to unite with us from other
Christian Churches? |

Ans, Those ministers of other Evangelical
Churches, who may desire to unite with our
Church, whether as local or itinerant, may be
received according to “onr usages, on condition
of their giving satisfactory answers to the
questions which we propose to our own minis-
ters and members before receiving them into
full connection, and of their giving satisfaction
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to. an Annual Conference of their being in
orders, and of their agreement with us in doc-
trine, discipline, government, and usages ; p7o-
vided the Conference is also satisfied w1th
their glfts graces and usefulness. :
Every minister whose ordination is recog-
nized by an Annual Conference, shall be en-
titled to a parchment from the President of the
Conference, certifying: the fact of his ordina-
tion. -

ﬁ.

SECTION VI.:

of the Eramination of those 1wlo t?z/mk tke?/ are
- moved by y the Holy Ghost to preach.

Ques. How shall we try those who profess

“to be moved by the Ho'y Ghost to preach ?
Ans. 1. Let the following questions be
asked, namely : — Do they know God as a par-
doning God ? Have they the love of God abi-
ding in them? Do they desire nothing but
God? And are they holy i in all manner of

conversativn ?

2. Have they gifts, (as well as grace) for the
~work? Have they (in some tolerable degree)
a clear, sound understanding, a 'rig‘ht judg-
- ment in the things of God, a just conception of
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salvation by faith ? And has God given them
any degree of utterance ? Do they speak
justly, readily, clearly ?
. 3. Have they fruit? Are any truly con-
vinced of sin, and converted to God by their
preaching. _

As long ag these three marks concur in any
one, we believe he is called of ‘God to preach.
These we receive as sufficient proof that he is
moved by the Holy Ghost.

| SECTION VII.
 Of the Reception of Preachers.

‘Ques. 1. How shall a preacher be received
on trial ? i

Ans. Bythe Annual Conference after pass-
ing a satmfactory examination as prescnbed
‘in the last section, and in the course of study
laid down for probationers, and having been
duly recommended by a Quarterly Confer-

ence.
Ques. 2. How shall a traveling preacher be

- received into full connection ?

 Ans. 1. He must give satlsfa.ctory answers
to the following questions; namely : Have you
~ faith in Christ 2 Have you the present assur-
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ance of sins forgiven? Do you believe in
Christian perfection ? Have you attained to this
rich experience in your own heart ? (If not,)
Are you groaning after it? Are you resolved
to devote yourself wholly to God and his work ?
Do you know the General Rules? Do you
keep them? Do you constantly attend the
~ gacrament ? - Have you read our Discipline?
- Are you willing to conform to it? Have you
considered the rules of a preacher? Will you
keep them for conscience’ sake? "Are you de-
termined to employ all your time in the work
of God ? Will j’ou ‘endeavor not to speak too
long nor too loud ? Will you diligently in-
_struct the children in every place? Will yoﬁ
visit from housge to house? W.ill you recom
mend fasting, or abstinence, both by precept
and example ? Are youin debt? D6 you use:
snuff, tobacco, or drams ?
- 2. He must have been employed in the regu-
lar itinerant work for two successive years,
after he was recelved on trial by the Annual
~ Conference. ; :
- 3. He must pass a sahsfactory examination
~ in the prescribed course of study.
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| SECTION - VIII.
Of the Rules for a Preacher’s Conduct.

Ques. 1. What are the (hre(,tmns given to -
a Preacher ?

~ Ans. 1. Be d1l1gent Never be unemployed ;
never be triflingly employed. Never trifle
away time ; neither spend any more tnne at

. any place than is strictly nécessary.

2. Be serious. Let your motto be, Holiness
to the Lord. Avoid all lightness, jesting and
foolish talking. .

3. Converse sparmgly, and conduct yourself i
prudently with women. 1 Tim. v.

4. Take no step toward marriage ‘without
first.consulting with your brethren. :
5. Believe evil of no one without good evi-
dence ; unless you see it done, take heed how
yon credit it. Put the best construction on
everything. You know the judge is always
supposed to be on the ] pnsoner s side.

6. Speak evil of no one ; because your word,
especially, would eat as ‘doth a canker. Keep
~your thoughts within your own breast, till you
come to the person concerned.

'Iell every one under your care what you
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ance of }?,i_ns forgiven? Do you believe in
Christian perfection ? Have you attained to this
rich experience in your own heart ? (If not,)
Are you groaning aftér it? Are you resolved
to devote yourself wholly to God and his work ?
Do you know the General Rules? ' Do you
keep them ? Do you constantly attend the
_sacrament ? Have you read our Discipline?
Are you willing to conform to it? Have you
' considered the rules of a preacher ? Will you
keep them for conscience’ sake ? Are you de-
'~ termined to employ all your time in the work
~of God ? WIill you endeavor not to speak too
long nor too loud ? Will you diligently in-
struct the children in every place ? ‘Will you
visit from house to house? Will you recom
mend fasting, or abstinence, both by precept
~ and example? Are youin debt? Do you use
snufl, tobacco, or drams ? ‘
R, He must have been employed in the regu-
lar itinerant work for two successive years,
after he was recelved on tna.l by the Annua.l
Conference. | - :
‘8. He must pass a samsfactory exammatmn
in the prescribed course of study.
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SECTION VIIL-
of the Bules for a Preacher’s Conduct.

Ques. 1. What are the dlre(,tlons glven to
a Preacher ? | :
- Ans. 1. Be d111gent Never be unemployed

~ never be triflingly employed. Never trifle
away time ; neither spend any more tlme at -
any place than is strictly necessary.

2. Be serious. Let your motto be, Holiness
to the Lord. Avoid all hghtness _]estmg and
~ foolish talking. :

8. Converse sparingly, and conduct yourself
prudently with women. 1 Tim.v.2. =
4. Take no step toward marrlage without
first. consultmo- with your brethren.

5. Believe evil of no one without good evi-
dence ; unless you see it done, take heed how
you credlt_ it, Put the best construction on
everything. You know the judge is always
supposed to be on the prisoner’s side. G
6. Speak evil of no one ; because your word,
' especmlly, would eat as doth a canker. Keep
your thoughts within your own breast, till you
oome to the person concerned. |
Tell every one under your care what you
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think wrong in his conduct and temper, and
that lovingly and plainly as soon as may be;

“else it will fester in your heart. Make all .

haste to cast the fire out of your bosom.

8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the
gospel is the servant of all. - '

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin.

10. Be punctual. Do everythmg exactly at
the time. And do mot mend our rules, but
keep them ; not for wrath but conscience’
sake. .

'11. You have nothing to do but to gave
souls ; therefore, spend and be spent in this

- work ; and go always not only to. those.tha,t

want you, but to those that want you most.
Observe ] it is not your business only to
preach so many times, and to take care of this

or that society ; but to save as many as you

can; to bring as many sinners as you can to
repentance, and with all your power to build
them up in that holiness without which they
cannot see the Lord. And remember!—a
Methodist Preacher is to mind every point,
great and small, in the Methodist Discipline !
Therefore, you will need: to exercise all the
sense and grace you have. '

12. Act in all things not according to your
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As such
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it is your duty to employ your time in the
manner in which we direct : in preaching, and
visiting from hotse to house ; in reading, med-
itation, and prayer. Above all, if you labor
with us in the Lord’s vineyard, it is needful :
you should do that part of the work which we -
advise, at those times and places which we
judge most for his glory. |
Any Traveling Preacher who wﬂlfully neg-
lects or refuses to do the %work assigned him
by his Annual Conference, except in case of
sickness or other unavoidable circumstances,
shall be brought, by the Chairman of the dis- .
' trict, or the Superintendent, before a commit-
tee of three ministers and three laymen, who
shall have power to suspend him from all the
functions of a Preacher, until the ensuing ses-
sion of the Annual Conference, with whom the
final determination of the case shall rest, and
who shall have power to render the supension
final.
Ques. 2. Are there any smaller advices
which might be of use to us? | .'-
Ans. Perhaps these: 1. Be sure never to
- disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at the
time appointed. 3. Let your deportment be
serious, wéighty, and solemn. 4. Always suit
your subject to your audience. 5 Choose the
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think wrong in f:;is conduct and ;c»empe_r, and
that lovingly andﬁipla.inly‘as soon as may be ;

‘else it will fester in your heart.. Make all
haste to cast the fire out of your bosom.

8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the
goépel is the servant of all.

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin.

10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at
the time. And do not mend our rules, but
keep them ; not for wrath, but conscience’
sake. _ : - |

11. You have nothing to do but to save
souls ; therefore, spend and be spent in this

- work ; and go always not only to those that

want, you, but to those that want you most.

Observe ! it is mnot your business only to
preach so many times, and to take care of this
or that society ; but to save as many as you
can; to bring as many sinners as you can to
repentance, and with all your power to build
them up in that holiness without which they
cannot see the Lord. And remember:| — a
Methodist Preacher is to mind every point,
great and small, in the Methodist Discipline !
Therefore, you will need to exercise all the
seNnse z;nclbgmce you have. '

12. Act in all things not according to your
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As such
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it is your duty to employ your_t-ixhe in the
manner in which we direct : in preaching, and
visiting from house to house ; in reading, med-
itation, and prayer. Above all, if ‘you labor
with us in the Lord’s vineyard, it is needful
ydu should do that part of the work which we

advise, at.those times and' places Whlch we

~ judge most for his olory.

Any Traveling Preacher who wﬂlfu]ly neg-
lects or refuses to do the %work assigned him
by his Annual Conference, except in case of
sickness or other unavoidable circumstances,
shall be'_brought', by the Chairman of the dis-

- triet, or the Superintendent, before a commit-
tee of three ministers and three laymen, who
shall have power to suspend him from all the
functions of a Preacher, until the ensuing ses- -
sion of the Annual Conference, with whom the
final determination of the case shall rest, and
who shall have power to render the supension
final. : ! )

- Ques. 2. Are there any smaller advices
which might be of use tous? ,

Ans. Perhapsthese: 1. Be sure never to
disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at -the
time appointed. 8. Let your deportment be
gerious, weighty, and solemn. 4. Always suit
your subject to your audience. 5a Choose the




60 ~  DUTY OF PREACHER'S, [Ch. iii

- plainest te‘ttq you can. 6. Take care not to
ramble, but keep to }'our text, and make out}
what you take in hand. 7. Take care of any-
thing awkward or affected, either in your ges-
ture, phrase, or pronunciation. 8. Do not usual-
ly pray extempore, above eight or ten minutes
(at most) without intermission. 9. Frequently
read and enlprge upon a portion of Scripture;
and let young preachers often exhort without
taking a text. 10. ﬁlways avail yourself of
the great festivals, by preaching on the occa-
‘gion, |
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SECTION IX.

Of the duty of Preachers to God themselves,
SE and one another.
Ques. 1. What is the duty of a preacher?
Ans. 1. To preach.
2. To meet the societies and classes
8. To visit the sick. e
" 4. To visit all the members and probationers
on his circuit, at least once in three months ;
and all the members of his congregation, when—
‘ever practicable. -
5. To preach out of doors Wherever an atten-
tive congregation can be found.
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Ques. 2. How shall a preacher be qualified
for his charge ? |
- Ans. By walking’ closely with God and
havmg his work greatly at heart ; and by un-
derstanding and loving dlsclplme, ours in par-’

ticular. - :
Ques. 8. Do we sufﬁciently watch over each
~other? '

Ans. We do not. Should we not frequent-
ly ask each other, Do you walk closely with
God ? Have you now fellowship with the
Father and the Son? At what hour do you
rise ? Do you punctually observe the morning
and evening hours of retirement? Do you
- spend the day in the manner which the Con-
ference advises ? Do you converse seriously,
usefully and closely ? To be more particular :
Do you use all the means of grace yourself, and

enforce the use of them on all other persons ?
~* They are either instituted or prudentml

'I. 'The instituted are —

1. Prayer-—-prwa.ter famﬂy, and public ; con-
sisting of deprecation, petition, intercession
and thanksgiving. Do youuse each of these?
Do you forecast daily, wherever you are, to se-
cure time for private devotion? Do you prac-
tice it everywhere? Do you ask everywhere,

Have you family Prayer? Do gou ask in
i) ] AR
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dividuals,’ Do you use private prayer every
morning,; and evening in particular?

2. SBearching the Scriptures, by —

(1) Reading : constantly, some part of every

- day ; regularly, all the Bible in order ; careful-

ly, with notes ; seriously with prayer before
and after ; fruitfully, immedia_.tely practising
what you learn there? :

(2) Meditating : At get t1mes ?. By rule 9

(8.) Hearing: Every 0pportun1ty ? With
prayet, before, at, after? Have you a Bible
always about you ? :

3. The Lord’s supper: Do you use this at
every opportunity ? With solemn prayer be-
fore? With earnest and dehberate self-devo-
» tion. j : : -
4. Fasting : Do you use as smuch abstinence
and fasting every week as your health, stlentrth |
and labor will permit ? -

5. Christian conference : Are you convinced
how important and difficult it is to order your
conversation aright? Isit always in grace?
- Seasoned with salt? Meet to minister grace
to the hearers ? Do you not converse too long
at a time ? Is not an hour commonly enough ?
Would it not be well always to have a deter:
mined end in view ? And to pray before and
after it? 4 '
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II. Prudential means we may u1se either as

Christians, as Methodists, or as preachers,

1. As Christians: What particular rules
have you in order to grow in grace? What
arts of holy living ? ;
2. As Methodists : Do you never miss your
¢lass ? :

3. As Preachers: Have you thoroughly con-
sidered your duty ? And do you make a con-
science of executing every part of it ? Do you
meet every society and their leaders ?

These means may be used without fruit.
" But there are some means which cannot:

‘namely — watching, denying ourselves, taking x

up our cross, exercise of the presence of God.

1. Do you steadily watch against the world?

Yourself? = Your besetting sin ?
2. Do you deny yourself every useless pleas-

ure of sense? Imagination? Honor? Are
you temperate in all things? Instance in -

food: (1.) Do you use only that kind and that
degree which is best both for body and soul ?
Do you see the necessity of this? (2.) Do
~ you eat no more at each meal than is necessary ?

~ Are you not heavy or drowsy after dinner ?:

(8.) Do you use only that kind and degree of
drink which is best both for your body and

soul? (4.) Do you choose and use water for '




64 PREACHERS IN CHARGE, [Ch. iii

your common drink? And only take wine
medicinally or sacramentally ?

3. Wherein do you take up your cross daily ?
Do you cheerfully bear your cross, however
grievous to nature, as a gift of God, and labor
- to profit thereby ? |
4. Do you endeavor-to setGod a.lwa.ys before
' you? To see his eye continually fixed upon
you? Never can you use these means but a
blessing will ensue. And the more you use
them, the more you will grow in grace.

SECTION X.

or ﬂw Duties of those who have the Charge of
Circuits.

‘Ques. 1. What are the dutles of the preacher
who has the special charge of the circuit?
Ans. 1. To see that the other p)feachers in
 his circuit behave well, and want n?thmg '
2. ITo nominate all the leaders ‘subject to -
confirmation by the ¢lass, and to examine each
- of the leaders with all possible exactness, at
least once a quarter, concermng his method of
| leadlng his class,
‘3. To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts, and :

. to see that the sacrament is admmlstered at
! least once in three months '
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4, To take care that every society be duly
supphed with books.

5. To take an exact account of all the mem-

bers in society in their -respective circuits;

keeping the names of all local elders, deacons

and preachers, properly distinguished, and de-

. liver such account to the Annual Conference,

that their number may be prmted in the min-

utes.

6. To give an a.ccount of lns circuit every
quarter to the Chairman of the district.

7. To report to the Society, at least once a

quarter, the names of those who have been re-
ceived into the Church, or excluded therefrom
during the quarter ; also the names of those

‘who have been received ‘or dismissed by
certificate, and of those who have died or have

withdrawn from the Church.

Ques. * 2. What othel directions shall we
4 glve e

~ Ans. Several.

1. To take a regular catalogne of the societies

~ in towns and cities, as they live in the streets.
?. To leave his successor a particular account

of the circuit, including an account of the sub-

- seribers for our periodicals. |

8. To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all the

- rules of the society.

5
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place, to put them into a class.
5. To warn all, from time to time, that none
are to remove from one circuit to another
without a note of recommendation from the
preacher of the circuit, in these words :—* A
B.,the bearer, has been an acceptable member of
the Iree Methodist Chuwrch.” ~And to inform
them that without such a certificate, they
~will not be received into the Church in other
places. '

6. To recommend everywhere decency and
cleanliness. :

7. to read the rules of the soclety, Wlﬂl tlm' -
aid of the other preachers, once a year in every

congregation, and once a quarter in every
‘society.

L ]

E | 5 4. As soon as there are four believers in any
,}' : :
k

8. The preacher who' has the charge of a |

eirouit shall appoint prayer-meetings wherever
he can in his circuit.

9. He shall take care that a fast be held in
every society in his circuit, on the Friday pre:
ceeding every quarterly Meeting ; and that &

| memorandum of it be written on all the class
_ papers.

N. B.—The preachers who have the over
gight of circuits are reqiired to execute all'our
rules fully and strenuously against all frauds
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and particularly against dishonest insolvencies ;
suffering none to remain in our Church;, on any
account, who are found guilty of any fraud.
‘Ques. 3. What can be done to supply the
circuits during the sittings of the Conferences ?
‘Ans. 1. Let all the appointments stand ac-
cordmcr to the plan of the circuit.

2. Engage as many local preachers and ex-
horters as will supply them ; and let. them be
 paid for their time in proportion to the allow-
~ ance of the traveling preachers.

8. If nreachers and exhorters cannot attend
let some person of ability be appomted in every
society, to sing, pray, and read one of Mr.
Wesley’s sermons. ! |

4. But if that cannot be done, let there be

prayer—mee_tmgs. ;

SECTION XI

Of the Matter and Manner of Preaching.

Ques. 1. What is the best general method
of preaching ? ' : S

Ans. 1. To convince. 2. To offer Christ.
" 8. To invite. ‘4. To build up. And to do this

. in some measure in every sermon.
Ques. 2. What is the most effectual way

of pr.aching Christ ?




-
68 RULES ON PREACHING. [(;h iif.

Ans, The most effectual way of preaching
Christ is to preach him- in all his offices ; and
to declare his law, as well -as his gospel, bath
to believers and unbelievers. Let us strongly
and closely insist upon inward and outward
holiness in all its branches. -

SECTION XII.

Rules by which we should continue, or desist
' from Pﬂ'eaohmg at any place.

- Ques. 1. Is it a.dv:sable for us to preach in
a8 many places as we can, w1th0ut forn:ung'
any socletles P . g

Ans. By no means We have made the
trial in various places, and that for a consider-
able length of ﬁme.__ But in all, the seed has
fallen by the way-side. There is scarcely any
fruit remaining. i !

Ques. 2. Where should we endeavor to
preach most ? ] X

Ans. 1. Where there is the greatest num.
ber of quiet and willing hearers. '

2. Where there is most fruit.

Ques. 3. Ought we not diligently to observe
in what places God is pléased at any time to
pour out his Spirit more abundantly ?
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Ans. We ought ; and at that time to send
more laborers than usual into that part of the
harvest.

SECTION XIII.

- Of Visiting ffrom House to House Guao'dmg
agoinst those things that are so common to
2 ofessors and enfm emg Pmrtwal Religion

Ques, 1. How can we further nssmt those
under our care ?

Ans. By- 1nstrlicting them, a-t their- own
houses. What unspeakable need is there of
this! The world sé.ys, “The Mecthodists are
no better than other people.” This is not true
. in the general : but, 1. Personal religion, either
towards God or man,’is too superficial among
‘us, We can but just touch on a few particu-
lars. How little faith is there among us! How
little communion with God ; how little living
in heaven, walking in eternity, deadness to
every creature !  How much love of the world !
‘Desire of pleasure, of ease, of getting money !
How little brotherly love! What continual
judging one another! What gossiping, evil:
speaking, tale-bearing ! What want of moral
- honesty ! To iqs’,oan'c_:e on_ly one 1_)&1_'ticulzuj: whao
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does a8 he would be done by in buylng and
gelling ?

2. Family religion is wanting in ma,ny
branches. And what avails public preaching
alone, though we could preach like angels?
We must, yea, every traveling preagher must '
~ instruct the people from house to house. Till
this be done, and that in good earnest, \Ietho-
dists will be no better. :

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, univer-
Bal uniform ; but superficial, partial, uneven.
It will be so until we spend half as much time
in this visiting, as we now do in talking use-
lessly. Can we find a better method of doing
this than Mr. Baxter's? If not, let us adopt
it without delay. His whole tract entitled,
The Reformed Pastor, is well worth a careful
perusal. Speaking of this visiting from house
to house, he says, “ We shall find many hind-
rances, both in ourselves and the people.”

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and
- Jaziness, so that there will be much ado to get
us to be faithful in the work. |

2. We have a base, man-pleasing temper, 80
that we let them per ish rather than lose their.
love; we let them go quietly to hell lest we
'should offend them

. Some of us have a foolish bashfulneﬂs

.
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' We know not how to begin, and blugh to con-
tradict the devil. j

4. But the grea,ter hinderance is weakness of
faith. Our whole motioh is weak, because the
gpring of it i8 weak.

i Lastly, we are unskﬂlfu] in the work
How few know how to deal with men so as to
get within them, and suit all our discourse to

~ their several conditions and tempers ; to choose

the fittest subjects, and follow them with a
‘holy mixture of serlousness, terror, love and
meekness ! '

But undoubtedly thm prlvate application is

implied in those solemn words of the apoatle
“I charge thee before God and the Lou_l Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead

at his appearing, preach the'word ; be instant

-in season, out of season : reprove rebuke, ex-
hort, with all long suffering.” |

O, brethren, if we could but set this work on

foot in all our societies, and prosecute it zeal-
ously, what glory would redound. to God! If

the common lukewarmness were baqished, and

every shop and every house busied in speaking
of the word and works of God, surely God
would dwell in our habnanons, andymake us
his delight.
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And this is absolutely nccessary to the wel-
fare(olour people, some of whom neither re- -
pent%r{\l}elieve to this day. Look around,
and see how many of them are still in appar:
_ ent danger of damnation. And how can you
walk, and talk, and be merry with such people, -
when you know t.helr case £ . When you look

them in the face, you should break forth into
tears, as the prophet did when he looked upon
Hazael, and then set on them with the most
vehement exhortations. 0O, for God's sake,
and the sake of poor souls, bestir yourselves,
‘and spare no pains that may conduce to their
‘palvation ! - - i
~ What cause have we to bleed before the
" Lord that we have so TIong neglected this good
- work ? If we had but engaged in it sooner,
how many more might have been brought to
Christ! And how much holier and happier
~ might our societies have been before now!
- And why might we not have done it sooner ?
There were many hindrances ; and so there al-
ways will be. But the greatest hindrance is
in ourselves, in our littleness of faith and love.
But it is objected, 1. “ This will take up 80
much time, we shall not have leisure to follow
our studi®s.” We answer, 1. Gaining knowl-
edge is a good thing, but saving souls is bet-
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ter. 2. By this very thing you will gain the
most excellent knowledge, that of God and
~eternity. 8. You will have time for gaining
other knowledge too. Only sleep no more
than you need ; “ and never be idle, or tnﬂmg—
ly employed.” But, 4, If you can do but one,
let your studies a]one We ought to throw by
* all the libraries in the world, rather than be
gulltv of the loss of one soul. ; |
It is objected, II. “The people will not sub-
mit to it.” If some will not, others will. And
the success with them will repay all your la-
bor. O, let us herein follow the example of
St. Paul! 1. For our general business, Sero-
ing the Lord with all humility of mind. 2.
Our special work, Take heed to yourselves and
o all the flock. 8. Our doctrine, Repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus

Christ. 4. The place, I have taught you public-

ly, and from house to howse. 5. The object and

-manner of teaching, I cease not to warn every

one night and day, with tears. 6. His inno-
~ cence and self-denial herein, I have coveted no
man’s silver or gold. 7. His patience, Neither
count 1 my life dear unto myself. And among
all other motives, let these be ever before our
eyes: 1. The Church which he hath purchased
with his own blood. . Grievous wolves shall
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‘enter in : yea, of yourselves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things.

Wrrite this upon your hearts, and it wﬂl do
you more good than twenty years’ study.
Then you will have no time to spare ; you will
have work enough. Then, likewise, no preach-
er will stay with us who is as salt thathas lost
its savor. For to such, this employment will
be mere drudgery. And in order to it, you
will have need of all the knowledge you can
. procure, and all the grace you can attain. _
The sum is, Go into every house in course,
_and teach every one therein, young and old,
to be Christians, inwardly and outwardly ;
make every pﬁrticulaf plain to their under- -
standings; fix it in their minds ; write it on
their hearts. In order to this there must be
line upon line, precept upon precépt. What
- patience, what love, what knowledge is requi-
gsite for this! We must needs do 't'hi's, were
it only to avoid idleness. Do we not loiter
away many hours in every week ? Each try
himself; no idleness 'is consistent with a
growth in grace. Nay, without exactnessin
redeeming time, you cannot. retain the grace
‘you receive in justification.

Ques. 2. Why are we not more holy ?
- Why do we not live in eternity ? = Walk with
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God all the day lbng ? Why are we not, we

all, devoted to good ? Breathing the Whole :

spirit of - missionaries 2
Ans. - Chiefly because we are enthusiasts;

loqking\_for the end without using the means.

To touch only upon two «_Jf three instances —

Who of us, riges at four, or even at five, when

we do not preach? Do we know the obliga-

tion and benefit of fasting and abstinence ?

. How often do we practice it 2 * The neglect of
this alone is sufficient to account for our fee-
bleness and faintness of spirit. We are con-
tinually grieving the Holy Spirit of God by
the habitual neglect of a plam duty Let
us amend from this hour.

Ques. How shall we guard acra.mét Sabba.th
‘breaking, evil speaking, unprofitable conver-
sation, lightness, eXpensiveness or gayety of
apparel, and contracting debts without due
care to discharge them, |

Ans, 1. Let us preach expressly on each

of these heads. 2: Read in every society the
. sermon on evil speaking. 8. Let the leaders
(,losély examine and exhort every person to
put away the accursed thing. 4. Let preach-
ers warn every society that none who is guilty
herein can remain with us. 5. Extirpate out

of our Church buying or selling goods W]J.iﬁ]:’l
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“have not paid the duty laid upon them by

government, Let none remain with us who
will not totally abstain from this evil in every
kind and degree. Extirpate bribery,receiving
anything, directly or ;11d11_ect-ly, for voting at
any election. Show no respect to persons
herein, but expel all that touch the accursed
thing. And strongly advise our people to

~discountenance all treats given by candidates.

before or at elections, and not to be partakers,
in any respect, of such iniquitous practices.

SECTION XIV.

of Suvnday Sehools, and' the Relig—z"o_us In-

struction of Claldren.

Ques. 1. 'What shall we do for the moral
ai;d_ religious instruction of the children ?

Ans: 1. Tt shall be the special duty of
preachers having charge of circuits, with the
aid of the other preachers, to form Sunday
Schools in all our congregations where ten
children can be-collected for that purpose, and
to engage the co-operation of as many of our
members as they can ; to visit the schools a8
often as practicable ; to preach on the subject
of Sunday Schools and religious instruction

in each congregation at least once in siX
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~ months ; and to form Bible c1asses'wherever
they can for the instruction of larger children
and youth, and where they cannot superintend
them "personally, to see that suitable teachers '
are provided for that purpose. ,

2. It shall also be the duty of preachers to
enforce faithfully upon parents and Sunday
School teachers, the great importance of in-
structing children in the doctrines and duties
of our holy religion; to see that our cate-
chisms be used as extensively as possible ;
both in our Sunday Schools and families; to
preach to the children, and publicly catechise
them in the Sunday Schools, and at special
~ meetings appointed for thaﬁ purpose.

8. Tt shall be the duty of every preacher in
his pastoral visits, to pay special attention to-
the children, speaking to them personally and
kindly on the subject of experimental and
practical go'dliness, according to their capa-
city, pray earnestly for them, and diligently
instruct and exhort all parents to dedicate
their children to the Lord, in baptism, a8 ea.rly
as convenient. . |

4. Each preacher in charge shall lay before
the Quarterly Conference, to be entered on its
Journal, the number and state of the Sunday
‘Schools and Bible classes in his charge, and
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a

the extent to whmh ‘he has preached to the

children and catechised them, and make the
required report on BSunday Schools to his
Annual Conference. :

SECTION XV.

e i employmg our Time proﬁtale, when we are

not Tmoeﬂmg, or Engaged in Publw Haer-
cises.

Ques. 1. What general method of employ-
ing our time shall we advise ?

Ans. We advise you, 1. As often as possi-
ble to rise at four. 2. From four to five in the

‘morning, and from five to six in the evening,
to meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures
 with notes, and the closely practical parts of

what Mr. Wesley has published. 8. From six
in the morning till twelve, ' (allowing an hour
for breakfast,) read, with much prayer, some

“of our best religious tracts.

Ques. 2. Why is it that people under our
care are not better ?.

~ Ans. Other reasons may concur, but the

chief is, because ;we are not more knowing
and more holy.

Ques. 3. But why are we not more know-

. ing? ;
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Ans. Because we are idle. We forget our

first rule, “Be diligent. Never be unem-
ployed. Never be triflingly employed. Neither
spend any more time at any place than is
strictly necessary.” We fear there is alto-
gether a fault in this matter, and that few of
us are clear. Which of us spend as many

hours a day in God’s work as we did formerly

“in man’s work 2 ‘We talk,—talk or read what
- comes next to hand. We must, absolutely

must, cure this evil, or betray the cause of

God. But how? 1. Read the most useful
books, and that regularly and constantly. 2.

Steadily spend all the morning in this em- .

- ployment, or at “lealst five hours in the four
and twenty. “ But I have no taste for read-
ing.,” Contract a taste for it by use, or return
to your former employment. “ But I have no
books.”  Be diligent to spread the books, a.nd
.you will have the use of them. .

SECTION XVI.
Of the necessity of union among ounrselves.

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we have
known) of the evil of a division in principle,
8pirit, or practice, and the dreadful consequen-
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ces to ourselves and others. If we are united,
what can stand before us? If we divide, we
‘ghall destroy ourselves, the work of God, and-_
the souls of our people. i
Ques.  What can be done in order to0 a cloer
union with each other ? . '
Ans. 1. Let us be deeply convinced of the
absolute necessity of it. .
- 2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to,
each other.
3. When we meet lct usnever part Wlthout.
prayer.
4. Take o'reat care not to despme each other’s
gifts.
5. Never speak ]1ghtly of each other
6. Let us defend each other’s character in
everything, so far as is consistent with truth.
7. Labor in honor each to prefer the other
before himself, | j
8. We recommend a serious perusal of 7%e
Cowses, Evils and Cures of Heart and Chayreh
Divisions. ’

SECTION XVII.
Local Preachers. e
Ques. What directions shall be given con-
cerning local preachers ? i
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1. The Quarterly Conference shall take cog;
nizance of .all the local preaehers in the dis-
trict, and shall enquire into the gifts, labors
and usefulness of each preacher by name.

2. A licensed local preacher shall be eligible
to the office of a Deacon, after he has preached
four years from the time he received a regular:
license, and has obtained a recommendation
from the Quarterly Conference after pr0per ex-
amination. -

- 8. A local Deacon shall be e11crlble ito the
office of an Elder, after he has preached four
- years from the time he"was ordained a deacon,
and has obtained_ a recommendation from the
 Quarterly Conference of which he is a member,
certifying his qualifications in doctrine, disci-
pline, talents, and usefulness, signed by the
President and Secretary. :

4. Every local Elder; Deacon or Preacher,
‘shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference
- where he belongs, for his Christian character,
and the faithful performance of his ministerial
office. He shall have his name recorded on
the journal of said Conference, and also en-
rolled on a class paper, and shall meet in class;
and in neglect of the above duties, the Quar-
terly Conference, if they judge it proper, may

deprive ‘him of his minigterial office. And
6 ' -
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when a preacher is located, or discontinued by
an Annual Conference, he shall hold his mem-
' berﬁ\lup on the circuit where he had his last
appointment. e
5. Let the appointments be so arranged as
~.to give the local preachers regular and system-
atic employment on the Sabbath.

———

CHAPTER IV
' OF ‘“THE MEANS OF G’RA.CE
| SECTION T.
Of Public - Worship.

- Ques. 1. What directions shall be given for
the establishment of wuniformity in public
worship among us, on the Lord’s day ?

- Amns. 1. Let the morning service consist of
singing, prayer, the reading of a chapter out
of the Old Testament, and another out of the
New, and preaching.

2. Let the afternoon service consist of smg
ing, prayer, the reading of one or two chapters
out o* the Bible, and preaching. |

3. Let the evening service consist of smgmg,
preyer and preachlng -
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4, But on the days of administering the
Lord’s supper, the two chapters in the ' morn-
ing setvice may be omitted. |

5. In administering the ordinances, and in
the burial of the dead let the form of Disci-
pline invariably be used. Let the Lord’s prayer
also be used on all occasions of public worship
in concluding the first prayer, and the apostolic
benediction in dismissing the congregation.

6. Let the society be met, wherever it 1s

practicable, on the Sabbath day.

- Ques. 2. Is there not a great mdecem'y
gometimes practiced among us, namely, talki ing
in the congregation before and after services ?
How shall this be cured ? : ‘

Ans. Let all the ministers and preachers -

join as one man, and enlarge on the impro-
priety of talking before or after service; and
strongly exhort those that are concerned, to
do it no more. In three months, if we are in

earnest, this vile practice will be banished out
of every Methodist congregation. Let none

- §top till he has carried his point.

@i - SECTION II. B
Of the Spirit and truth of Singing.
Ques. How shall we guard against formal-
ity in singing ? '

}
'3
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Ans. 1. Choose such hymns as are proper
for the oceasion, and do not sing too much at
once. Seldom more than four or five verses.

2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment,
and do not suffer the people to sing too slow.
8. In every society let due attention be given
to the cultivation of sacred music. :

4. If you cannot, yourself, sing, let one or
two be chosen in each society to lead the sing-
1ng -
5. As singing is pa.rt of Divine WOl‘Shlp,

.whlch all ought to wunite, therefore exhort
: every person in. the congregatmn to sing, not. )

one in ten only.
6. In no case let there be instrumental music
or choir singing in our public worship.

SECTION III.
Of Class Meetmgu

1. Letn no person not & member ofour church,
be admitted to ja clags-meeting, W1th0ut the
consent of the Leader.

- 2. Let each Leader carefully inquire how
every soul of his class prospers : not only how
each person observes the outward rules, but
how he grows in the knoWlédge and love of

God.
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- 8. Let the Leaders converse with those who
have the charge of their circuits.

4. Let improper leaders be changed

5. Let the Leaders fr equently meet - each
~ other’s classes.

6. Let us observe which Leaders are the
most useful ; and let these meet the other
classes as often as possible.

- 7. See that all the Leaders be not only men
of sound _]udwment but men truly devoted to
God. | : ;
8. In a]l cases the Preacher in charcre Bhall
nominate, and the class elect, the Leader.

- 9. There shall be a General Class-Maeting
~ held in each society the first Sabbath in every
month. ae (el

Ques. Wha,t shall we do with those mem- .
bers of our Church who wilfully and repea.ted :
ly neglect to' meet their class ?

Ans. 1. Let the Elder, Deacon, or one of
the Preach_e.rs visit them, whenever it is prac-
‘ticable, and explain to them the consequence
if they continue to neglect, namely, exclusion.

9. If they do not amend, let thera be brought
‘to trial for neglect of duty. '
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SECTION IV.
Of Love Feasts.

1. Let a Love Fea'st be held on each circuit |

at least once in three months.

2. Let no person not a member of our

- Church, be admitted to our Love Feasts with-

out the conseilt of the preacher having charge .
of the same.
3. Let our Love Feasts be held mth closed

doors whenevel pmctmable

CHAPTER V
oF DRESS AND MAI{RIAGE

SECTION I.
 Of Dress.
Ques. Should we insist on the rules con-
cerning dress ? :
Ans. By all means. This is no tn:ne to

give encouragement to superfiuity of a,pparel
Therefore, receive none into the Church till

they have left off superfluous ornaments. In

order to this: 1. Let every one who has charge
of a circuit, read Mr. Wesley’s Thoughts upon
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Dress, at least once a year in every society.

2. In visiting the classes be very mild, but
very strict. 3. Allow of no exempt case ; bet-
- ter one sufier than many.

SECTION IT.
Of Marriage. . - r

_ Ques 1. Do we observe any evil which has
prevailed in our Church Wlth respect to mar--
rlage ? . |
Ans. Many of our members have married '
with unawakened persons. This has produced
bad effects ; they have been either hindered. for
life, or have turned back to perdition. |
Ques. 2. What can be done to discourage
this ? ' ot i |
Ans. 1. Let every preacher publicly enforce
the apostle’s command, “Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers.” 2 Cor. vi, 4.
9. Let all be exhorted to take no step in so
weighty a matter, without ad\nsmg with the
. most serious of their brethren. .
Ques. 3. Ought any woman to marry with-
out the consent of her pa,rents ?
Ans. In general she ought not. Yet there
may be exceptions. For if, 1. A woman be-
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lieve it to be her duty to marry: if, 2. Her
‘parents absolutely refuse tolet her marry any
Christian : then she may, nay, ought to marry
- without their consent.

‘We do not prohibit our peorﬂe from marry-
ing persons who are not of our Church, pro-

~ vided such persons have the form, and are

seeking the power of godhness but we are de-
termined to discourage their marrying persons
_who do not come up to this descrlptlon

CHAPTER VI.
OF SECRET s'ocmirﬂsy

Wkat rule shall we make in regard to Secret

Societies ?

Voluntary associations are not necessanly

~sinful because they are secret. But secrecy is

always a ground of suspicion. Evil works in-
stinctively incline to darkness. Good works

~ grow up in light. God commands us to let

our light shine. Even a good cause under the
shadow of secrecy invalidates its claim to the
confidence of open and honest men. Grace
and guile can have no affinity. All secrets
necessary to be keot, can be kept without an
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oath. A bad institutionpught not, and a goc;d
one need not be'secret. Philanthropic associa-
tions claiming our co-operavion on Christian
‘grounds, must do so with open face. They
- must lift the vail while demanding our saluta-
tion, or we cannot salute them by the way.
Therefore, all secret societies both good and
. bad, are to be eschewed. ol

Any society requiring an oath, affirmation,
or promise of secrecy, as a condition of mem-
bership, is held to be @ Secret Society ; and any
~-member joining,or continuing in such, violates
his covenant obligations, and shall in due
form be excluded from the Church; and the
preacher shall report that he is excluded, not
for immorality, but for infraction of our rules
and regulations. '




> L | & ' ) ' i S
o0 OF CHURCH TRIALS. - [Ch. vii.

CHAPTER VII.
. .6.F'1'CHURICH TRIALS.
SECTION I.
Of the Tmal of Ohuroh Members.

1. Every crime forbidden in the word of
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the
kingdom of grace and glory, shall subject a
1member to expulsion from the Church. =

2. The neglect of duties required by the
word of God, or the indulgence of sinful tem-
pers, words or actions, shall subject the person
go offending, to private reproof by the official
member of the Church, haying the oversight
of the offender; and, in case of persistence
after proper admonition and labor, to trial, and
expulsion, e '

3. Any member against whom a charge is
brought,shall be furnished by the person bring-
ing the charge, or by the presiding officer of
_the tribunal to which he is judicially responsi-
ble, with a copy of the charges against him,
‘at least fourteen days before the trial, unless

all the parties shall agree upon an earlier time
for the trial.
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4. An accused party shall be entitled to the
assistance of such counsel as he may select
from the members or ministers of our Church.

5. When charges are preferred against a -
member, the preacher in charge ghall call a
meeting of the society, who shall select a com-
mittee of not. less than three, nor more than

nine, to try the case. Both the accused and
accuser shall have the right of challenge for
cause, the validity of which shall be deter- °
mined by the preacher in charge. The preach-
er in charge shall preside at the trial of mem-
~ bers; but the chairman of the 6istriét_may,
for sufficient reasons, appoint some other
traveling preacher in full connection, of the
district, to preside at any particular trial.

- Any member who has been tried and con-
victed by a committee, shall be entitled to an
appeal to the next Quarterly Conference, pro-
vided he did not voluntarily absent himself
from the trial, and provided he gave notice of
his intention to appeal at the time of his con-

| demnation, or as soon thereafter as he was
notlﬁed thereof |
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.SECTION IL
Of the Trial of Preachers. '

1. Every crime forbidden in the word of God
sufficient to exclude a person from the king-
dom of gracé and  glory shall subject & minis-
ter to expulsion from the Church.

2. The neglect of duties reqmred by the

~ word of God, or the indulgence of sinful tem-
pers, words, or 'é.ctions_, as well as the disgsemi-
nation of false doctrine, shall subject the per-
‘gon so offending to private reproof by the official
member of the Church having the oversight of
the offending brother ; and, in case of persist-
ence after proper admonition and labor, to
trial and expulsion. -

3. An accused local preacher shall be tned
by the Quarterly Conference of Whlch he is a
member, or by'a committee of not less than
three, nor more than nine local preachers, called
by the chairman of the district, who shall pre-

- side at the trial. Any local preacher feeling

- aggrieved at the decision of his case, shall be -
allowed an appeal to the ensuing session of the
Annual Conference.

4, A preacher on probation in an Annual
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Conference shall be accountable for his moral
‘and Christian conduct to the Quarterly Con-
ference of the district within the bounds of
which he travels. If charges are brought
~against him, he shall be tried the same as
a local preacher , -

5. Any preacher against whom a charge is
brought, shall be furnished by the person pre-
ferring the charge, or by the presiding officer
of the tribunal to which he is judicially re-
- sponsible, with a copy of the charges agamst

him, at least ten days before the trial, unless all
the parties agree uponan earlier time for trial.
6. An accused person shall be entitled to the
assistance of such counsel as he may select
from the members or ministers of our Church.
Both the accused and accuser shall have the
right of challenge for cause, the validity of
which shall be determined by the pre.sudmg
- officer at the trial.

7. If a charge of immorality, is brought
against a traveling preacher in the interval of
the Annual Conference, the Chairman of the
district ghall call a committee of not less than
threé nor more than six traveling preacher%
and an equal number of laymen, who were
members of the last Annual Conference, who
‘shall have power to suspend until the next
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gession of the Annual Conference, with whom
shall rest the decision of the case. But if the
accused be a district chairman, then .three of

' the preachers of his district shall call in the

chairman of an adjoining district, who shall
call the accused before a committee ag above
provided, and preside.

8. Each Annual Conference shall ha.ve origi-
nal jurisdiction over all the preachers belong:-
ing thereto, and shall have power to reprove,
suspend, locate for inefficiency or want of use- *
fulness, or expel, according to the nature of
the case, and as righteousness may require.
- All cases brought before an Annual Conference,
either by complaint or by appeal, may be re.
ferred to a committee of six from each branch, -
“who in the presence of the President of the
Conference, either during its session or after
its adjournment, shall try the case and decide,
it upon its merits ; and their decision shall
have the same eﬁ‘ect as that of the Annual
(,onfetence :

- 9. The Executive Committee shall constltute :
. & Caurt of Appeals, which ghall, if necessary,

~ hold a session once a year, for the purpose of
trying all appeals -that may be taken by any
traveling preachers from the decision of an
Annual Conference. The President of the
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‘General Conference, or one of the Superintend-
ents, shall preside at the trial of appeal cases.
Nine members of of the committee on appeals
ghall constitute a quorum. e

10. In all cases of trial and conviction of a

traveling preacher, an appeal to the ensuing -

General Conference or Court of Appeals, as the
- appellant may choose, shall be allowed, if the
condemned person signifies his intention to
appeal, at the time of his condemnation, or at
any time thereafter, When he is informed there-
of.

115 In: gl trials the proceedings shall be
taken down by a Secretary appointed by the

court; and when an appeal is taken, the cage

- 'shall be decided from the testlmony as it ap-

pears upon the record.
12. After such forms of trial and etpulsmn,

such persons shall have no privileges of society

or of gacraments in our' Church, without con-

trition, confession, and satisfactory reforma.--

tion,

| - SECTION III.
Of Insolvencies, and the éetﬂemmt of Disputes

- Ques. 1. How shall disputes between memn-

bers of our Church concerning the puym(,nt
of debts or otherwise be settled ?
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~ Ams. 1. On any dispute between two or,
more of the members of our Church, concern-
ing the payment of debts, or otherwme which
cannot be settled by the parties concerned, the
preacher who has charge of the circuit shall
inquire into the circumstances of the case;
_and shall recommend to the contending par-
ties a reference, consisting of one arbiter cho- '
sen by the plaintiff, and another chosen by the -
defendant: which two arbiters so chosen shall
nominate the third ; the three arbiters being
members of our Church.
But if one of these parties be_disﬂatisﬁed
with the judgment given; such party may

- apply to the ensuing Quarterly Conference for

allowance to have a second arbitration ap-
pointed ; and if the Quarterly Conference see
sufficient reason, they shall grant a second ar-
bitration, in which case each party shall choose
two arbiters, and the four arbiters shall choose
a fifth, the judgment of the majority of whom
shall be final; and any ‘person refusing to
abide by such Judo-ment shall be excluded
from the Church.

And if any member of our Church shall re-
fuse, in case of debt or other disputes, to refer
- the matter to arbitration, when recommended
by him who has charge of the circuit, or shall
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enter into a lawsuit with anothei' member be-'

fore these measures are taken, he shall be ex-
pelled, unless the case be of such a nature as
to require or justify a process at law.

2. Whenever a complaint is made against |

- any member of our Church for non-payment
of debt, when the accounts are adjusted, and
~ the amount ascertained, the preacher having

the charge shall call the debtor before a com-

mittee of at least three, to show eause why he
- does not make payment. The committee shall
determine what further time shall be granted
him for payment,and what security shall be

given for payment; and in case the debtorre--

fuses to coniply he shall be expelled ; but in

such case he may appeal to the Quarterly Con-

ference, and their decision shall be final. And
in case the creditor complains that justice is
not done him, he may lay his grievance before

the Quarterly Conference, and their decision
- shall be final ; and if the creditor refuse to

comply he shall be expelled.

Ques. 2. What shall be done in case of in- :

golvency on the part of any of our members ?
Ans. 1. The preachers who have the over-

sight of circuits are required to execute all

our rules fully and strenuously against all

frauds, and particularly against dishonest in-

ity bt i v i i A R T

it g




1 )

98 . OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES. [Ch. viif,

o ‘golvencies ; suffering none to remain in our
;:ii-} . Chureh, on any account, who are guilty of any
faude 0 A e e |

2. To prevent scandal, when any of our
 members shall fail in business, or contract
- debts which they are not able to pay, let two
or three judicious members of the Church .
“inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum-
- stances of the case of the supposed delinquent ;
and if he has behaved dishonestly, or borrowed
money without a probablhty of paylng, let
him be expelled -

CHAPTER VIII.
OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES.
SECTION 1.

Of the allowance to the Ministers and Preachers,
and to their. Wives, Widows, and Children.

1. The annual allowance of the married
traveling and superannuated preachers, shall
| be two hundred dollars and their traveling
expenses.

2. The annual allowance of the unmarried
traveling and superannuated preachers shall
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~ be one hundred dollars, and their tra.vehng
. expenses.

3. Each child of a travehng preacher shall
‘be allowed sixteen dollars annually to the age
of seven years, and twenty-four dollars annu-
ally from the age of seven to fourteen years ;
and those preachers whose wives are dead
ghall be allowed for each child annually & sum
sufficient to pay the board of such child or
children during the above term of years:
Nevertheless, this rule shall not apply to the
children of preachers whose families are pro-
vided for by other means in their cu'cults re-
gpectively. “ '

4, The annual allowa.nce of the widows of
traveling and superannuated preachers, shall
be one hundred dollars. . | '

5. The orphans of traveling, superannuated
and worn out preachers, shall be allowed by |

 the Annual Conference the same sums re-
‘spectively which are allowed to the children
of living preachers. And on the death of a
- preacher, leaving a child or children without
8o much of worldly goods as should be neces-
sary to his, her, or their support, the Annual
Conference of which he was a member shall
raise, in such a manner as may be deemed
beat, a yearly sum for the supsistence and
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~ golvencies ; suﬁ'ermg none to remain in our
Church, on any account who are guilty of any
fraud. ) :
2. To. prevent scandal When any of our
members shall fail in business, or contract
debts which they aré not able to pay, let two
- or three judicious members of the Church
inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum-
stances of the case of the supposed delinquent ;
and if he has behaved dishonestly, or borrowed
ney without a probability of pa.ymg, let
im- be expeIIed

CHAPTER VIII.
OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES.

SECTION L.

Of the allowance to the Ministers and Predcker.é,
and to their .Wives, Widows, and Children.

1. The annual allowance of the married -
traveling and superannuated preachers, shall
be two hundred dollars and their travelmg
expenses.

2. The annual allowance of the unmarned_
iraveling and superannuated preachers shall
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be one hundred dollars and their travehng
expenses. |

3. Each child of a travelmg preacher shall
be allowed sixteen dollars annually to the age

- of geven years, and twenty—fou_i' dollars annu- |
ally from the age of seven to fourteen years ;
and those preachers whose wives are dead . ;
ghall be allowed for each child annually a sum 8
sufficient to pay the board of such child or
children during the above term of years: A
Nevertheless, this rule shall not apply to,the =~
children of preachers whose families are pro- e
vided for by other means in their circuits re-
spectively,

4. The annual allowance of the widows of
traveling and superannuated preachers, shall
be one hundred dollars. -

5. The orphans of traveling, superannuated,
and worn out preachei's, shall be allowed by
the Annual Conference the same sums re-
spectively which are allowed to the children
of living preachers. And on the death of a
preacher, leaving a child or children without
so much of worldly goods as Bhould be neces-
gary to his, her, or their gupport, the Annual
Conference of which he was a member shall
‘raige, in ‘such a manner as may be deemed
best, a yearly sum. for the subsistence and
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education of such orphan child or children,
until he, she, or they, shall have arrived at

fourteen years of age. The amount of which

yearly sum shall be fixed by a committee of

the Conference at each session in advance.

6. It shall be the dity of a committee ap- -
. pointed by the Official Board, who shall be

members of our Church, to make, after con.
“-sultation with the preacher, an estimate of
the amount necessary to furnish fuel and table
expenses for the family or families of preach-
ers stationed with them, which estimate shall
be subject to the action of the Official Board ;
andithe Stewards shall pr0v1de by such means
as they may deyise to meet such expenses, in

Luae : provided the Stewards

shall not appropriate the moneys collected for
- the regular quarterly allowance of the preach-
ers to the payment of family expenses.

Let every class leader at the.commencement
of the year, ascertain how much each member
of his class is able and willing to pay, per week,
for the support of the preachers, and note the
- same in his class-book, and diligently see to

it that the collections’ are made weekly, duly
credited, and paid over to the Steward for the
“ benefit of the preachers.

7. Let the Stewards circulate among our '
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~friends, a subscription, payable quarterly, to
supply the deficiency in the preacher’s allow-
ance ; and if there be any surplus arising
from the class collections and the quarterly
subscriiitions it'shall be appropriated for the
gupport of migsions, unless otherwise ordered
by the Ofﬁcml Board.

 SECTION 1L

Of the Qualz'_ﬁcatio-ns, Appointments, and Duties
- of the Stewards of Cireuits.

‘Ques. 1. What are the quahﬁcatlons neces-
gary for Stewqw ds '

Ans. Let them be men of golid p1et} who
- both know and love the Methodist dogtrine
and discipline, and of good natural and ac-
quired abilities to transact the temporal busi-
ness. e R

- Ques. 2. How are Stewards to be appointed ?
- Ans. By the Society at their annual meet-

“ings
Ques. 3. What are the dunes of Stewards ¥

cdns. To take an exact account of all the

money Or other Pprovisions collected for the

support of preachers in the circuit: to make

accurate returns of every expenditure of money,
sl _ - ' i
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whether to the preachers, the sick, or the
poor ; to seek the needy and distressed in order
~ to relieve and comfort them ; to inform the
preachers of any sick or disorderly persons ; to |
tell the preachers what they think wrong in
them ; to attend the quarterly meetings of
their circuit ; to give advice, if asked, in plan-

ning the cireuit ; to attend committees for the

application of money to Churches; to give
counsel in matters of arbitration ; provide ele-
~ments for the Lord’s supper ; to write circular
letters to the societies in the circuit to be more
' liberal if need be ; as also to let them “know,
when occasion requires, the state of the tem-
poral concerns at the last quarterly meeting i
to register the marriages and baptisms.
Ques. 4, ‘What number of Stewards are
necessary in each circuit 7
~ Ans. Not less than three, nor more than
mne, one of whom shall be the Recordmg
Steward
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CHAPTER IX.
MISSiQNS.

1. Each Annual Conference shall have the
_charge of all missions within its bounds. It
shall have power to employ missionaries to
labor within its bounds, who, with the concur-

rence of the president, shall be authorized to

establish new Societies, where the 1nterests
of the cause of God require.

2. Each class-leader shall appoint a mis-
s1onary collector for his class, who shall col-
lect at least a cent a week from each mem-
ber of the class ‘who is willing to contribute
- the same ; and from any persons not i1i‘en1be_rs ‘
of our Church, who are willing to contribute
to our missionary fund.

3. A public missionary collectlon shall also
be taken up at each a,ppomtment on every- cir-
cuit, - -

4. All moneys collected: for missionary pur-

poses shall be taken to the Annual Conference,
and annlied acenrdine ta ite divestion, .
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. GHAPTER X
THE ORDER OF BIA'E:'TIISM._
- SECTION 1.
OF Baptism. 2

t b Lt every adult person, and the parents

of every child to be baptized, have the choice
either of immersion, sprinkling, or pouring.

2. We will on no account whatever make
a charge for administering Baptism, or for
burying the dead. ' |

SECTION II.

| Thé Mi:nis_tmtioﬁ of Baptisén to Infants.

[The minister coming to the font, which is to be filled
with pure water, shall use the following :}

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour,

- Christ, saith, Suffer little children to come un-

to me, and forbid them not, for of such is the

~ kingdom of Heaven ; and as the holy apostle,

St. Peter, declares that, The promise is unto

~ you and to your children, therefore this c/ld

has been brought hither that e may be conse-
crated by this solemn ordinance to ‘the se»
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vice of /s Creator, and that se may receive
the sign and seal of the covenant of grace
into which God is mercifully pleased to en-
ter with all his children. But, inasmuch as
all men are born in sin, and this child, like all
| others, has inherited a nature prone to evil,
and will, if 7%e survives, be exposed to many
~ grievous temptations, by means of which 7%e
will, unless prevented by the grace of God, be
led astray; and inasmuch as these present:

need lieavenly wisdom and assistance to faith-
fully discharge their duty to #his. child that
they may stand acquitted at the judgment
_day, I beseech you to call upon God the Father,
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his

bounteous mercy he will grant unto this child
evermore the fullness of grace, that /e may

grow up in the fayor of God, and ever remain
in the number of his faithful and elect chil-
dren, and unto these parents the needed grace
that they may properly discharge all the duties
they owe to thus cmid which God has given
them, :
[Then shall tha minister say,]
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, the aid of
all wno need, the helper of all who flee to thee
- for succor, the covenant keeping God; we
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. thank thee tha_t thou hast made it our privilege
" to dedicate dur children to thy service, that .

|Ch. x.

they may live to thy glory, and gain everlasting
life. We call upon thee for t/us chald that he
may be delivered from the power of sin and
Satan, and sanctified by the power of the Holy
Ghost, and enjoy the everlasting benediction
of thy heavenly washing. We pray thee for
these parents, that they may realize how great

18 the responsibility resting upon them, touch-

ing the proper training of those entrusted to
their care ; we beseech thee to grant unto them
the aid of thy Holy Spirit, that both by pre- -
cept and example they may so lead this child

in the narrow way of life, that both parent
and child may come to the everlasting king-

dom which thou hast promlsed by Chrlst our
Lord. Amen. |

[Then ghall the people stand I:'Ilp : and the minigter shall
o gay:

‘Hear the words of the Gospel written by St.
Mark, in the tenth Chapter at the thirteenth
verse.

They broucrht young chlldlen to Christ,
that he should touch them. And his disciples
rebuked those that brought them ; but when
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and
said unto them, Suffer little children to come -
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unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is
the kingdom of God.. Verily I say unto you,
- Whosoever sghall not receive the Kkingdom of
God as a little child, he cannot enter therein.
- And he took them up in hisarms, put his hands
. upon th'em and blessed them.

{Then ghall the minister demand of the parents sever-
ally, as follows:] :

Ques. Dost thou, in the presence of God
and of these witnesses, solemnly dedicate t/is
- ¢child to the Lord, that %e may live in his ser-
vice all J4s days ? ‘ e

Ans, Ido.

Ques. Dost thou, so far as thou canst in kw
~ behalf, renounce the Devil and all his works,

- the vain pomp and glory of the world, with
all covetous desires of the same, and  the
sinful desires of the flesh, so that, in the train-

ing of this child thou wilt not follow nor be
led by them ; and so that, as far as in thee lies,
thou wilt prevunt mm from following the

- same?

Ans. 1 will.

Ques. Dost thou believe the Holy Scrlptures
of the Old and New Testaments ?

Ane. 1 do.

Ques. Wilt thou out of the same, dlllgentlv_ -

teach this child the statutes and command-
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. me'ntsnof the "\qut'Hirrh'- and wilt thou train

hém up in the nurture and admomnon of the

- Lord?

Ans. 1 will. 3

Then the minister shall talke the child into his band
aud say to the fr 1cnd% of the thld

\Tanw tlus child.,

And then nammrr it after them, he shall b})l‘llﬂ\]ﬂ or pour
water upon lt or if de*-ned immerse it in water,
‘paying ;-

. 1 baptize thee in the name of the F-a,ther
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
¢ Then shall be said, all kneeling : ;

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed '
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be
done, on ear th as it is in heaven': D‘IVL us th;s
day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against.
us ; and lead us not into temptation, but de-
liver us from evil. Amen.. |

Then sha.ll the m1n1ster ccmclud_e wu:h extemporary

- prayer.

 SECTION TII.

e Mzmst: ation of Baptwm to such as are of

: Eiper Years. _
- Dearly Beloved, Since all men are by nature
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L3

sinners, and have nothing in themselves by
which they can be delivered from the guilt
and pollution of gfn, and attain to that holi-
ness without which no man can see the Lord,
we invite you to join with us in fervent prayer

for these persons, that they may have grace

alwa.ysl to keep their covenant with God, -and
that they may continually enjoy the washing
of regeneration, and the renewing. of .the Holy
Ghiopt: . a toa '

PR

Then shall the minister say,

_Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all

-that need, the helper of all that flee to thee for

succor, the life of them that believe, and the
resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee for

 these persons ; that they, coﬁ}ing to thy holy
~ baptism, may receive the inward baptism of
the Holy Ghost. Receive them, O Lord, as

thou hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, =

saying Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and
~ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened

unto you ; 8o give now unto us that ask ; let

us that seek, find ; open the gate unto us that

knock ; that these persons may enjoy the ever-
lasting benediction of thy heavenly washing,

~ and may come to the eternal kingdom which

thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. Amen. -
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[Then shall the people stand up,-‘a:nd"the minister shall

Ll 8ay,] _

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St.
John, in the third chapter.

Verily,_ verily, I say unto thee, Exc{?pf a man

be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That which

is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I

- said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The -
“wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hear-
~ est the sound thereof, but thou canst not tell

whence it come‘th,_ ;md whithei' it g.oeth_; 80 i8
every one that is born of the Spirit;

[Then the mmlster shall speak to the person to be
baptized on this wise. ;

- Well Beloved, who are come hlther, desiring
to receive holy baptism, ¢ have heard how the -
congregation hath prayed that our Lord Jesus
Christ would vouchsafe to receive you, and
bless you, to release you of your sins, to give
you the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting

- life. And our Lord Jesus: Christ hath prom-
-~ iged, in his holy word, to grant all those things

that we have prayed for: which promise he
for his part will, most surely keep\a‘nd perform.
Wherefore, after this promise made by
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; Christ, you must also faithfully for g)om’*’ part,

promise, in the presence of this whole con-,

gregation, that you will renounce the devil

and all his works, and constantly believe

~ God’s holy word, and obediently keep '1113
commandments.

[Then ghall the minister demand of each of the per-
sons to be baptized, severally,]

Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil and all
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the

world, with all covetous desires of the same,
and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that

thou wilt not follow or be led by them?

Ans. 1 renounce them all.

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and
- in Jesus Christ his only begotten Son, our
. Lord ? and that he was conceived by the Holy

_Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary? that he
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,

‘dead and buried ; that he rose again on the
third day ; that he ascended into heaven, and
gitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty, and from thence shall come again,
"at the end of the world, to _]udge the qmck
and the dead ?

A.nd dost thou believe in t.he Holy Ghost,
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the communion of saints; the remission of'
- gins; the resurrection of the body, and ever-
lagting life after death ? S
Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. j
Ques. 'Wilt thou be baptized i in this faith?
Ans. This is my desire.
Ques. - 'Wilt thou obediently keep_,(_}od’s
holy will and commandments, and walk in the
game all the days of thy life ?

Ans. 1 will endeavor soto do, God bemg my
helper. . AT

Then ghall the minister say:

O meréiful God, grant that the old Adam in

. these persons may be so buried, that the new

man may be raiged up in them. - Amen.- _
Grant that all ‘carnal affections may die in

them, and that all things belonging to the

Spirit may live and grow in them. Amen.
Grant that theymay have power and stréngth

to have victory, and triumph against the devﬂ

5 the world, and the flesh. .Amen.

Grant that they, being here dedicated to thea
by our office and ministry, may also be endued
with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re-
warded, through thy mercy, O, blessed Lord

God, who dost live and govern all thmgs,
world wﬂhout end. Amen.
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Almlghty, ever-livi mg God, Whose most dear-

ly beloved ‘Son, Jesus Christ, died for the for-
giveness of our sins ; and gave commandment
_ to his disciples that they should go teach all
nations, and baptize them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
regard, we beseech thee, the supplications of

this congregation ; and grant that the persons
now to be baptized may receive the fulness of

thy grace, and ever remain in the number of

thy faithful and elect children, through J ests ‘

Christ our Lord. Amen.

- Then shall the minister take by the right hand each per-
#on to be baptized : and placing him conveniently by
" the font, accprchnrr to his discretion, shall ask the
name ; and then shall sprinkle or pour water upon

him, (or if ‘he shall desire it, shall immerse him in

- .water,) saymg

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer, all kneeling. Con-

cluding w1th ettempmary prayer,and the benediction.

\/
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~ CHAPTER XI.
THE LORD’S SUPPER.
SECTION 1
General Directions.

1. No person shall be admitted to the Lord’s
Supper among us who is guilty of any-immoral |
or unchristian practice for w‘nch we would ex-
clude a member of our Church. | ‘

2. All persons properly included in the gen-

~eral invitation may be allowed to. partake of

the Lord’s Supper among us.

SECTION 1I.

The Order for the Administration of the Lord’s
Supper.

The elder ghall gay one or more of thege ﬁent_en;:es.

Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your

Father which is in heaven. Matt. v, 16.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal : but
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lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor ste&l
Matt. vi, 19, 20. S

Whatsoever ye would that men should do
to you,do ye even so unto them : for this is the
~ law and the prophets. Matt. vii, 12.

‘Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Matt. vii, 21. |

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor ; ‘and if I have taken anything from any
man, by false accusa,tlon I restore him four-
fold. . Luke xix, 19. |

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully. Every man ac-
- cording as he purposeth in' his heart, so let .
him give ; not grudgingly, or of necessity ; for
God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix,6,7.

_ As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith. Gal. vi, 10.

~ Godliness with contentment is great gain ; for
we brought nothing into this world, and it is
_certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim.vi,6,7.
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Charge them that are rlch in this world, tha.t :
they be ready to distribute, willing, to com.-

 municate, laying up in store for themselves a

good foundation against the time to come, that -
they may lay hold on eternal llfe 1 Timothy
vi, 17, 19.

God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labor of love, which ye have showed to-
ward his name, in that ye have ministered to

‘the saints, and do minister. Heb. vi, 10.

To do good, and to communicate, forget not;
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
Heb. xiii, 16.

‘Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels
of compassion ‘from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him ? 1 John iii, 17,

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth un-
to the Lord ; and that which he hath given
will he pay lum again. Prov. Xixe 15 :

Blessed is he that considereth the poor the

Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. Psa.
xli; 1. e '

Whﬂe these sentences arc being read let a collection
be ta.ken up.

After which the elder shall say.

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of y=- .
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sins, and are in love and charity with your
‘neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, fol-
lowing the commandments of God, and walk-
ing from henceforth in his holy ways; draw
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament
to your comfort : and make your humble con-
fession to Almighty Grod meehly kneehng up-
on your knees.” =

Then sh'ﬂl this geneml confession be made by the
minister in the name of all those who are minded to

~ receive the holy communion, both he and all the peo-
ple kneeling humbly upon their knees, and saying.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus
Clirist, Malker of all things, Judge of all men:
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sing
and witzk.édness,” which we from time to time
- most grievously have committed 'by thought,.
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty;
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna-
tion against us. We do earnestly repent, and
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; the
remembrance ‘of them is grievous unto us.
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us,
most merciful Father; for thy Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve
and please thee in newness of life, to the honer
and glory of thy name, through Jesus Chnst
our Lord. Amen. Ay
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Then shall the elder say, :

-0 Almighty God. our heavenly Father, who
of thy great mercy hast promized forgiveness
of sins to all them that with hea.rty repentance _
and true faith tt_ii‘n unto thee : have merey up-
on us; pardon and deliver us from our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and
bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Am(m | i s

'I‘he Collect

~ Almighty God unto whom all hearts be
~open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid ; cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily
magnify thy holy name, through Christ our
Lord Amen.

Then éhall the elder say,

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty
that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father,
‘Almighty and everlasting God.

Therefore, with angels and a,.rcha,nge]s', and
with all the company of heaven, we laud and -

- magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising = . .

thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy; L_Qrd'lGod
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of hosts heaven and eartli are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most hlgh Amen.

- Then shall the elder say,

We do not presume to come to this thy
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our righte-
ousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.
‘We are not worthy so much as to gather up

the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the
'same Lord, whose property is alway to have
mercy: Grant Iis therefore,, gracious Lord, so -
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
~ and to drink his bleod, that our sinful souls and
bodies may be made clean by his death, and
washed through his most precious blood, and -
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in
us. Amen. ek
Then the elder shall say the prayer of consecration as -
- Iollows

Almi crhty God, our hea.venly Father, who of
thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son,
Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the cross for
our redemption ; who made there (by his obla-
tion of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and
sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction,
- for the sing of the whole world ; and did insti-
tute, and in his holy gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memory of that his pre-
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cious deéuth until his coming ag}xin': hear us,

O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech

thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy

creatures of bread and wine, according to thy

Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institu- -

tion, in remembrance of his death and passion,

may be partakers of His |

most blessed body -and -

blood ; who in the same , |

night that he was betrayed, ta%g_ Efe"g{ﬂfe%‘}e{,,‘,za‘fg

took bread ; (1) and when into his hand. i

he had given thanks, he o And.here tt.)bfeak-

‘broke it (2) and gave it 0 the bread.

his disciples, saying, Take,

savs VS () 08 HTDOOY. s e ta Ly

which is given for you ;his hands upon all the

do this in remembrance of "*¢3d- '

me, Likewise after supver

he took (4) the cup; and _

- when he had given thanks, (4] Here heis to take

he gave it to them, saying, the cup in his hand, -

Drink ye all of this; for .

this (8) is my blood ef the (5] And here to lay

New Testament, which is his hand upon all the
: : vessels which contain

shed for you and for many, the wine. | L

for the remission of sins ; do this, as oft as ye

- shall drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen.
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Then shall the minister firgt receive the communion in
both kinds himself, and then proceed to deliver the
same to the other ministers in like manner, [if any
there be present,] and after that to the people also, in
order, into their hands. And when he delivereth the
bread he shall say :

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, 'prese_rve thy soul and body
unto everlasting life. Takeand eat this in re-
membrance that Christ died for thee, and feed
on him in thy heart, by faith, with thanks-

‘giving. ey :

And the minister that delivereth the cup shall say, -

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body
unto  everlasting life. Drink this in remem-
brance that ChriSt’s blood was shed for thee,
and be thankful.

If the consecrated bread or wine shall he all spent before

all have communicated, the elder may consecrate
more, by repeating the prayer of consecration.

When all have communicated, the minister shall return
to the Lord’s table, and place upon it what remaineth
of the consecrated elements, covering the same with -
a fairlinen cloth. . : ;

Then shall the elder say the Lord's Prayer; the people
repeating after him every petition.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name : - thy kingdom come: thy will be
‘done on earth as it is in heaven : give us this
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day our daily bread ; and forgive us 'o_ur tres-

- passes, as . we forgive them that trespass

against us ; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever

tmd ever. Amen.

Concluding with this blesging ;.

May the peace of God, which passeth all un-
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of His
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessings
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, be among you and remam w1th
you always. Amen. i b e

N. B.—If the elder be straitened for tune he ma.y

omit any part of the service except the prayer 'of conse-
cration
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CHAPTER XIL

FORMS OF ORDINATION.
* . SECTION I.
The Form and Manner of Ordammg E’Zders..

Wheu the day appmnted for the ordination is come,
there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the
duty and office of suchas come to be admltred elders ;
how necessary that order is in the Church of Chllﬂt

' a?ﬁl also how the people ought to esteem themin thezr
office,

After which one of the elders shall present unto the
president all them that are to be mdamed a.nd say.

1 present unto you these persons present to
be ordalned elders.

Then their names bemg read alond, the president shall
; say unto the people.

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose,
God willing, this day to ordain elders. For
after due examination, we find not to the con-
trary, but that they are lawfully called to this
function and ministry, and that they are per-
sons meet for the same. But if there be any
of you who knoweth any impediment or crime
in any of them, for which he ought not to be
received into this holy ministry, let him come
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forth in the name of God, and show what the

“crime or'impediment is.

' If any crime or impediment be obj ec’ced the president
shall surcease from ordaining that person until gnch

time as the party .mcused fohu.ll be found clear of the
crime, s

’I‘hen shall be gaid the collect, ep1stlc, and gospel as
: 1ollowuth ;

The. UoZZert

 Almighty God, leer of all good things,
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers
orders of ministers in thy Church ; mercifully
_behold these thy servants now- called to the
office of elders, and replenish them so with

the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them

with innocency of life, that both by word
and good example they may faithfully scrve
thee in this office, to thg’ glory of thy name,
and the edification of thy Church, through
the mercies of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, world without end. Amen.

The Epistle. Eph. iv, 7—-13

Unto every one of us is given grace ac-
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ.
Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on
high, he led captivity captive, and gava gifts
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unto men. (Now that he ascended what is it
but that he also descended first into the Iowe_r
parts of the earth? He that descended is the
game also that 'ascended- up far above all
heavens, that he might fill all things.) And
he gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets ;
and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for '
~ the work of the mmlstry, for the edifying of .

the body of Christ, till we all come in the uni-
ty of faith, and of the,f knowledge of the Son
_of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure -
of the stature of the fullness of Churist.

After this shall be read for the Gospel, part of the tenth
. . chapter of St.John., :

8t. John x, 1-16.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that en-
~ tereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but
climbeth up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber.” But he that entereth in
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To
him the porter openeth, and the sheep hear his
voice, and he calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out. And when he putteth
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.
And a stranger will] they not follow, but
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will flee from him, for they know not the

~ voice of strangers. This parable spake Jesus
unto them, but they understood not what
things they were which he spake unto
‘them. Then said Jesus unto them again,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door
of the sheep. All that ever came before me
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
hear them. I am the door ; by me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and go in and out
and find pasture. The thief cometh not but
for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am
come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly. I am the
good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his
life for the sheep. But he that is a hireling,
and not the shepherd whose own the sheep
are not, seeth the wolf coming and leaveth the
sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth them,
- and scattereth the skeep. The hireling fleeth
because he is a hireling, and careth not for the
sheep. Iam the good shepherd, and know my
sheep, and am known of mine As the Father
knoweth me, even so know I the Father ; and
I lay down my life for the sheep. And other
sheep I have which are not of this fold : them
also I must bring,and they shall hear my voice,
and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.
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. And that done, the president shall Bay unto them an
°  hereafter followeth :

You'hawve heard, brethren, as well in your
private examination, as in the exhortation
which was now made to you, and in the holy
lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the
writings of the apostles, of what dignity, and
of how great importance this office is where- -
unto ye are called. And now again we exhort -
you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you have in remembrance, into how high a
dignity and to how weighty an office ye are
- called ; that is to say, to be messengers, watch-
men, and stewards of the Lord, to teach and
to premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s
family, to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dis-
- persed abroad, and for his children that are in
the midst of this evil world, that they may be
saved through Christ forever.

Have always, therefore, printed in your re-
membrance, how great a treasure is committed
to your charge. For they are the sheep of
Christ, which he bought with his death, and -
for whom he shed his blood. The Church and
congregation whom you must serve, is his
‘gpouse and his body. And if it shall happen,
the same Church, or any member thereof, do

take any hurt or hindrance by reason of your
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neglicence, ye know the greatness of the fault,
and also the horrible punishment that will en-
swe, Wherefore, consider with yourselves the
‘end of the ministry toward the children of
God, toward the spouse and body of Christ ;
and see that you never cease your labor, your
care and diligence, until you have done all that
lieth in you, according to your bounden duty,
to bring all such as are or shall be committed
to your charge, unto that agreement in the .
faith and knowledge of God, and to that ripe-
ness and perfectness of ‘age in Christ, that
there be no place left among you, either for
error in religion, or for viciousness in life.

- Forasmuch then, as your office is both of so
great excellency, and of so great difficulty,ye
see with how great care and study ye ought
to apply yourselves, as well that ye may show
yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Lord
who hath placed you into so high a dignity ; as
also to beware that neither you yourselves of-
~ fend, nor be occasion that others offend.  How-
beit ye cannot have a mind and will there-
to of yourselves ; for that will and ability is
given of God alone; therefore ye ought, and
- have need to pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit.
And seeing that ye cannot by any other means
compass the doing of so weighty a work, per-
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taining to the salvation of man, but with doc-

‘trine and exhortation taken out of the Holy
Scrlptures and with a life agreeable to the
game ; consider how studious you ought to be

in reading and learning the Scriptures, and in

framing the manners, both of yourselves and of .
them that specially pertain unto you, according

~ to therule of the same Scriptures : and for this
self-same cause, how you ought to forsake and
set aside (as much as ye may) all worldly cares
and studies.

‘We have good hope that you have a]l weighed
and pondered these things with yourselves
- long before this time: and that youhave clearly

determined, by God’s grace, to give your-

selves wholly to this office, whereunto it hath
pleased God to call you : so that as much as

lieth in you, you will apply yourselves wholly

to this one thing, and draw all your cares
and studies this way, and that you will con-
tinually pray to God the Father, by the media-
tion of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for the
heavenly assistance of the Holy Ghost ;] that
by daily reading and weighing of the Scrip-

tures, ye may wax riper and stronger in your

ministry ; and that ye may so endeavor your-
 selves from time to time to sanctify the lives
of you and yours,and to fashion them after the
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.ruléﬁd doctrine of Christ, that ye may be
wholesome and godly examples, and pattems
for the people to follow. _

And now that this present congregation of
 Christ, here assembled, may also understand
your minds and wills in these things, and that
this your promise may the more move you to
do your duties: ye shall answer plainly to
these things which we, in the name of God
and His Church, shall demand of f yon touching
the same. |
Do you think in your hea,r”t that you are truly
called; according to the will of our Lord Jesus

- Christ, to the order of elders ?

Ans. I think so. ;

The President. Are you pelsuaded that the
Holy Scriptures contain’ sufficiently all doc- °
trine required of necessity for eternal salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ? And are you
determined out of the said Seriptures to instruet
the people committed to your charge, and to
teach nothing as reéquired of necessity to eter-
nal salvation, but that which you shall be per-
suaded may be concluded and proved by the
Scriptures ? - - :
~ Ans. Tam so persuaded, mld have so deter-

' mined by God's grace.

The President. Will you then give your'
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faithful. diligence always so to minister the
doctrines and sacraments, and discipline of
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded ?
Ans. 1 will go do, by the help of the Lord.
The President. Will you be ready with all
faithful diligence to banish and drive away all
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to
God’s word ; and to use both public and private
‘monitions and exhortations, as well to the sick
as to the whole, within your charge, as need
shall require, and occasion shall be given ?
Ans. I will, the Lord being my helper.
The President. Will you be diligent in
prayers, and in reading of the Holy Scriptures,
and in such studies as help to the knowl-
edge of the same, laying agide the study of the
world and the flesh ? -
Ans. T will endeavor so to do, the Lord be-
ing my helper. :
The President. Will you be diligent to
being my helper. - | ' i .
The President.. Will you be diligent to
frame and fashion yourselves, and your fami-
lies, according to the doctrine of Christ ; and
to make both yourselves and them, as much
a8 in you lieth, wholesome examples and
patterns te the flock of Christ ? |
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Ans.' 1 ghall apply myself thereto, the
Lord being my helper. i '
 The President. Will

forward, a8 much a8 lieth

peace, and love, among. all Christian people,
and especially among them that are or shall be
" eommitted to your charge?
Ans. 1 will do so, the Lor

you maintain and set
in you, quietness,

d being my helper. .

That done, the President «hall prayin this wise, and sy,

Let us pray.

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of
thine infinite love and goodness toward us,
hast given to us thy only and most dearly be-
Joved Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer,
and theauthor of everlasting life; who after he

had made perfect our redemption by his death
death, and was ascend into Leaven, sent abroad
into the world his apostles, prophets, evange-
d teachers, by swwhose labor and

Tists, pastors and
ministry he gathered together a great flock in
t forth the eternal

all parts of the world, to se
praise of thy holy name; for these so greet
“benefits of thy eternal goodness, and for that
thau hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants
here present. to the same office and ministry
appointed for ‘the salvation of - mankind, We
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render unto thee most hearty thanks; we
praise and worship thee; and we -lltllhbly
beseech thee by the same, thy blessed Son,
to grant unto all who either here or else-
~where call upon thy name, that we may con-

‘tinue to show ourselves thankful unto thee, |

for these, and all other thy benefits, and that
we may daily increase and go forward in the
knowledge and faith of thee and thy Son, by
the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these thy
ministers, as by them over whom they shail
e gppointed thy ministers. thy holy name
“may be for ever glorified, and thy blessed
kingdom enlarged, through the same, thy Son

Jesus Christ our Lord ; who liveth and reigneth
with thee in the unity -of the same Holy Spirit,

world without end. Amen.

When this prayer ig done the president with the elders

resent shall lay their hands severally upon the
1ead of every one that receiveth the order of elders ;
the receivers humbly kneeling upon their knees, an

: the president saying,

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost

for the office and work of an elder in the

Church of God now committed unto thee by
~ the imposition of our hands.  And be thou a
faithful dispenser of the word of God, and of
his holy sacraments; in the name of the [Fa:

|
'i
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" Ans. 1 shall apply m) self thereto the
Lord being my helper.
The President. Will you maintain and set
forwai'd, ag much as lieth in you, quietness,
peace, and love, among all Christian people,
~ and especially among them that are or shall be
- committed to your charge? : '
e 1 Wi_ll'do 80, the Lord being my helper.

- That done, the Pres'iden‘t shall pray in this wise, and say,

Let us pray.

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of
thine infinite love and goodness toward us,
hast given to us thy only and most dearly be-
loved Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer, '
and theauthor of everlasting life ; who after he
had made perfect our redemptmn by his death
death, and was ascend into heaven, sent abroad
into the world. his apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors and teachers, by whose labor and

~ ministry he gathered together a great flock in
all parts of the world, to set forth the eternal
praise of thy holy name; for these so great
‘benefits of thy eternal goodness, and for that
thau hast vouchsafed to call these thy servants
here present to the same office and ministry
- appointed for the salvation of mankind, we
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render unto thee most hearty thanks; we
praise and worship. thee; and we humbly
beseech thee by the same, thy blessed Son,
to grant unto all who either here or else-
where call upon thy name, that we may con-
‘tinue to show ourselves thankful unto thee,
~for these, and all other thy benefits, and that
we -may daily increase and go forward in the
knowledge and faith of thee and thy Son, by
* the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these thy
ministers, as by 'them over whom they shall
be %p’pointe'd" thy ministers. thy holy name
may be for ever glorified, and thy blessed
kingdom enlarged, through the same, thy Son

Jesus Christ our Lord ; wholiveth and reigneth
with thee in the umty of the same Holy Spu‘lt

world without end Amen.

When this prayer is : done the president with the elders
Preseut shall lay their handg severally upon the .
ead of every one that receiveth the order of elders ;
the receivers humbly kneeling upon theu' knees, and
the president snymg

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost |
for the office and work of an elder in the
Church of God now committed unto ‘thee by
the imposition of our Lands._ And be thou a
faithful dispenser of the word of God, and of
his holy sacraments ; in the name of the I"a.
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'.ther, and of ‘the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
' Amen

Then the president shal) deliver to every one of them,
kneeling, the Bible into his hands, saymg. :

" T'ake thou authonty to preach the word of
- God, and to administer the holy sacraments in
the congrewatwn

Then the preﬁident sha.ll say,

Most mermful Father we beseech thee to .
gend upon these thy servants thy heavgnly
blessings, that they may be clothed with
nghteousness and that thy word spoken by
their mouths may have such success, that it
may never be spoken in vain. Grant also that
we may have grace to hear and receive, what
they shall deliver out of thy most holy word,
or agreeably to the same, as the: means of our
salvation ; and that in all our words and deeds
we may seek  thy glory and the increase
of thy kingdom, throuo'h Jesus Chrlst our
Lord. Amen.

Assist ug, O Lord, in all our doings, with
thy most gracious favor, and further us with
thy continual help, that in all our works be-
gun, continued, and endetl in thee, we .nm_}'

glorify thy holy name, and finally by thy
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mercy obtain everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. _Amen.

‘The peace of God which passeth all under-
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessings of
. God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen. -

SECTION II

The Form ind Manner of ma‘kz’ﬁg of Dear‘:oné.

When the day appointed tor ;the ordination is come,
there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the
duty and office of such as come to be admitted dea-

: GOmS, : : : fiity

After which, one of the elders, shall present unto the
‘president the persons to be ordained deacons, and
their names being read aloud, the president shall say
unto the people :

Brethren, if there be any of you who knoweth
any impediment or crime in any of these per-
sons presented to be ordained deacons, for the
which he ought not to be admitted to that
office, let him come forth in the name of God,
and show what the crime or impediment is.

If any crime or impediment be objected, the president
shall surcease from ordaining that person, until guch
time ag the party accused shall be found clear of that
Onme. :
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* Then shall beread the following collect and epistle.

 The Collect.

Almighty God, who by thy divine Provi-
dence hast appointed divers orders of minis-
ters in thy Church, and who didst inspire thy
apostles to choose into the order of deacons
‘thy first martyr, St. Stephen, with others:
mercifully behold these thy s;erva.nts, now
called to the like office and administration ;
replenish ' them so with the truth of thy doc-
trine, and adorn them with -innocency of life,
that both by word and good example they
‘may faithfully serve thee in this office, to the
- glory of thy name, and the edification of thy
Church, through the merits of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and ‘the Holy Ghost now and forever

- Amen.

The Epistle. 1 Tim. iii, 8—13.
Likewise must the deacons be grave, not
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not.
greedy of filthy lucre ; holding the mystbry of
the faith in a pure conscience. And let these
also first be proved ; then let them use the

office of a deacon, being blameless. Even so
must their wives be grave, not slanderers,
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sober, faithful in all things. = Let the deacons
be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
children and their own houses well. For they
that have used the office of a deacon well, pur-
~chase to themselves a good degree, and great
- boldness in -the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Then shall the premden’r e'tamme every one of those,

~ who are to be ordained, in the prescnce of the people, :
after Llns manner follmx ing:

Do you trust that you are 1nwa,rd1y moved
by the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office .
of the ministry in the Church o Christ, to
serve God for the promoting of His g101 y and

| ~ the edification of his people ! ?

~ Ans. I trust so. | :

The President. - Do you unfeignedly beheve
all the canonical Scriptures of the 01d and i
New Testament ? : '

Ans. 1 do believe them. 5

The President. - Will you diligently read or
“expound the same unto the people whom you
shall be. appmnted to serve ?

Ans. T will. |

The President,. It appertaineth to the office.
of a deacon to assist the elder .in divine ser-
vice. And especially when he ministereth the
holy communion, to help him in the distribu-
tion thereof, and to read and expound the
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Holy Scriptures ; to instruct the youth, and in
the absence of the elder to baptize. And fur-
~ thermore, it is his office to search for the sick,
~ poor, and impotent, that they may be visited

and relieved. Will you do this gladly and
willingly ? _ |
- Ans. 1 will do 50 by the help of God.
 The President. Will you apply all your
: ;.__dﬂlgence to frame and fashion your own lives
. (and the lives of your families) according to
the doctrine of Christ; and to. make (both)
yourselyes (and them) as much as in you lieth,
- wholesome examples of the flock of Christ ?
- Ans. I will do so, the Lord being my
helper. e | e
The President. V_V_ill‘l you reverently obey
them to whom the charge and government
over you is committed, following with a glad
mind and will their godly admonitions?
 Ans. Iwill endeavor so to do, the Lord be-
- ing my helper

~ Then the Premdent 1avmo hig hands eeverally upon
thc head of every one of them, shall gay,

' Take thou authority to execute the office of
a deacon in the Church of God ; in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost, Amen.
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Then ghall the Presideut deliver to every one of them
the holy Bible, saying,

Take thou authority to read the Holy Secrip-
_tures in the Church of God and to preach the
sathe.

Then one of them apgomtcd bly the Prcsldent shall read
e Gospe i

Luke xii, 85—388.

Let ‘your loins be girded abou_t, and your
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto
~men that wait for their Lord, when he will
return from the wedding, that when he
cometh and Knocketh, they may open unto
him immediately. Blessed are those servants
whom the Lord when he cometh -sliall. find
watching. Verily I say unto you, that he
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down
to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
And if lie shall come in the second watch, or
come in the third watch, and find them so,
blessed are those servants. -

[Then shall the president proceed in tho communion,
and all that are oxdamed ‘shall receive the holy com-
mumon 1

The communion ended, immediai‘.e]y‘ before the bene-
diction, shall be said the collects following :

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who '
of thy great goodness hagt vouchsafed to ac-
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E cept and take these thy servants into the offics
;.. ~ of deacons of thy Church: make them, we
j- bescech thee, O Lord, to be modest, humble,
8 and constant in their minstration, and to have
. aready will to observe all spiritual discipline ;

that they having always the testimony of a
- good conscience, and continuing ever stable and
strong in thy Son Christ Jesus, may so well
' - behave themselves in this inferior office, that
‘ ‘they may be fouﬁq ‘worthy to be called into
‘the higher ministries in thy Church, through
“the same, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
to whom be glory and honor world without
end. Amen. -
Assigt us, O Lord, in all our d01n0's, with thy
most gracious favor, and further us with thy
continual help ; that in all our works, begun,
continued and ended in thee, we may glorify
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, ob-
tain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. ' |
- The peace of God which passeth all under- -
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
- knowledge and love of God, and of his son
Jesus Christ our Lord. An&_the-blcssing of -
'God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Gthost, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen. '
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 CHAPTER XIII.

THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY.

At the day and time appointed for solemnization
of matrimony, the persons to be married stand-
ing together, the man on the right hand, and the wo-
man on the left, the minister ghall gay :

~ Dearly beloved, we are gathered together
here in the sight of God, and in the presence

of these witnesses, to -join together this man

and this woman in holy matrimony: which is
an honorable estate, instituted of Gtod in the
time of man’s inndcency, signifying unto us
the mystical union that is between Christ and
his Church ; which holy estate Christ adorned
and beautified with his presence, and first
~ miracle that he wrought in Cana of Galilee,

and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable
among all men ; and therefore is not by any
to be taken in hand unadvisedly, but rever-
ently, discreetly, advisedly, and in the fear of

- God, ;

~ Into which holy estate these two persons
present come now to be joined. 'Therefore, if
~ any can show any just cause why they may
not lawfully be joined together, let him now
speak, or else hereafter forever hold his peace.
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And also speaking unto the persons that a.re to be mar
p ried he sgall say,

B 1 reqmre and charge you both (é.s you w111

answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) that
if either of you know any impediment why

_you may not belawfully joined togetherin mat-

rimony, you do now confers it : for be ye well
assured, that so many as are coupled together
otherwise than God’s word doth allow, are not
_]omed together by God, nelther is their matri-
‘mony lawful. '

Ifno 1mped1ment be alleged then shall the mmister
: say unto the man.

M, Wilt thou have this woman to thy

- wedded wife, to live together after God’s or-

dinance, in the holy estate of matrimony ? -
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor, and
keep her, in sickness and in health : and, for-
saking all other, keep thee only unto her, so
long as ye both shall live ?

The man shall answer
I will.

Then shall the minister say unto the woman.

N, W’llt thou have this man to thy wedded
husba.nd to live togefher after God’s mdmance,
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in the holy estate of matrimony ? - Wilt thou
“obey him, serve him, love, honor, and keep
- him, in sicknessand in health : and, forsaking -
all other, keep thee only unto hlm 80 long as

b ve both shall live ?

The woman shall answer :
I will.

Then Bhall the mlmster join their 11wht ha.nds together,
: and say: LR

Those whom God ha.th Jomed together let
no man put asunder.

Forasmuch as M., and N, have consented
together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed -
the same before God, and this companys and
thereto have pledged their faith either to
other, and have declared the same by joining

of hands ; I pronounce that they are husband

and wife together, in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the _Holy Ghost. Amnen.
~ And the minister shall add this blessing : |

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you ; the Lord
wercifully with his favor look upon you, and -
30 fill you with all spiritual benediction and

grace, that ye may so live together in this life,
*hat in the world to come ye may have life

averlasting. Amen.
Then let prayer be offered .
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CHAPTER XIV.
ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD.

The minister, meeting the corpse, and going before it
: shall 84y,

I am the resurrection and the life : he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live : and whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me, shall never die. John xi, 25, 26.

I know that my redeemer liveth, and that
he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth ; and though after my skin worms de-
stroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see

 God ; whom I shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another. Job xix,
20-21. i

We brought nothing into this world, and it
'8 certain we can carry nothing out. The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ;

blessed be the name of the Lord. 1 T1m vi, 7;
lob i, 21.

At the grave, while the corpse is being laid in the
earth, the minister shall say,

Man that is born of & woman hath but a
short time to live, and is full of misery. He
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cometh up, and is cut down like a flower ; he
fleeth as it were a s@adow and never con-
- tinueth in one stay. ;

In the midst of life we are in death of
whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, O
Lord,who for our sins art justly displeased?

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most

~ mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, de-
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal
desuth - : _
- Thou knowest, Lord,- the secrets of our
hearts : shut not thy merciful ears to our
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, O God
~ most mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour,
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not
at our last hour for any pains of death to fall
S from thee. - ' '

Then, while the earth ghall be cast upon the body, the
minister shall say,

Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God,
in his wise Providence, to take out of this
world the soul of our deceased brother, we
therefore commit %is body to the ground;
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust ;
looking for the general Resurrection in the '
last day, and the life of the world to come,
through our Lord Jesus Christ; at whose
second coming in glorious maiesty to judge
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the World the earth and the sea shall give up
their dead ; and the corruptible bodies of

those who sleep in him ghall be changed, and

made like unto’ ‘his own glorious body ; accord-

ing to the mighty working whereby he is a.ble

to subdue all things unto himself.

Then shall be gaid:

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write : from henceforth blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord : evén so, saith the Spmt

- for they rest from their labors.
.. Then shall the minister aay,

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be
done on earth as it is in hea.ven... @Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres-
pdsses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us ; and lead us not into temptation ;
but deliver us from evil. Amen

— - The Collect.

O merciful God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the
life : in whom whosoever believeth shall live,
though he die: and whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in him shall not die eternally ; We,
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise us
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from the death of sin unto the life of righteous-
~ ness that when weshall depart this life we may
rest in him ; and at the general resurrection
on the last day may be found aceeptable in thy
sight, and receive that blessing which thy
~well beloved Son shall then pronounce to all
that love and fear thee, saying, Come ye
‘blessed of my Father, receive the kingdom
prepared for you from the beginning of the
. world. Grant this, we beseech thee O merci-
ful Father, through Jesus Christ our Mediator
and Redeemer Amen.

' The grace of our Lord Jesus Chnst and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost, be w1th us all evermore. Amen. '

e —

CHAPTER XV. .
CONFERENCE BOUNDARIES.

1. The Genesee Conference shall embrac_e
that portion of New York lying west of Gene-

- gee River including Rochester, Mt. Morris, and,

Groveland ; and also the N. W, tier of coun- -
ties in Penn., as far as Ohio. -

2. The Suaquehanna Conference shall em-
brace that portion of New York not included in
the bounds of the Genesee Conference ; and also
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!

that porﬁion of Pénnsylvania lying Bast of a
line running dixe South from the Bast line of
Potter County.

- 8. The Illineis Conference ghall embrace the
States of Illinois, Wisconsin, \lmnesota, Iowa
and Missouri.

4. The Michigan Conference shall embra.ce |
the States of Michigan, Ohio Iand_ Indiana. |

COURSE OF STUDY.
For those who wish to join the Travelling Con
- mection on probation.

English Grammar, Arithmetic. Modern Geo

_ graphy, Free Methodist Dlsuphne Spelling
and Composmon ' ‘

'

FOR TRAVELING PREACHERS.
' PIRST YEAR.

The Bible—Doctrines. :

The Existence of God the Attributes of
~ God, namely, Unity, Spirituality, Eternity,
‘Omnipotence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immu-
tability, Wisdom, Truth, Justicé, Mercy, Love,
Goodness, Holiness; the Trinity in Unity ;
the Deity of Christ ; the Humanity of Christ ;
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the Union of Deity and Humanity ; Person-
ality and Deity of the Holy Ghost; Depra-
vity ; Atonement; Repentance; Justification
by Faith ; Regeneration ; Adoption ; The Wit-
ness of the Spirit ; Growth in Grace; Chris-
tian Perfection ; Possibility of Final Apostacy ; .
Immortality of the Soul ; Resurrection of the
Body ; General J udgment Rewards and Pun-
ishment.

Lee’s Theology ; Wesley’s Plain Account of
. Christian Perfection. |

' Compasition.

Essay or Sermon, : :

[Read Wesley’s Sermons ; the Llfe of Wes-
ley ; Platt’s Gift of Power.] |

SECOND YEAR.
The Bible—Sacraments.

The Sacrament of Ba.ptism———l"ts Nature, De-

sign, Obligation, Subjects and Mode; The
~ Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—-—lts Na.ttue

- Design, and Obligation.

Peck’s Central Idea Wayl&nd’ s Moral Scl-
ence.

Omnpo.s*z,twn

Essa,v or Sermon. -
[Read's History of Methodism.]
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" THIBD YEAR.
The Bible—History and Oko'onology

Candidates to be prepared upon the leading
events in the Old and New Testament ; Refer-

- ence Books ; Horne’s Introduction.

Ruter s Church History ; Hedge’s Logw _

OOmposztwn.

Essay or Sermon.
[Read Fletcher’s Works. ]

FOURTH YEAR.'

Review of the whole course.
Butler’s Analogy.,

- Uomposition.
“Essay or Sermon. o |
[Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History ; Way

land’s Intellectual Philosophy.]

INCORPORATION OF CHURCHES.*

To hold property, every individual church
must have a legal incorporation. This must
be accomplished according to’ the laws of the
State in which the Church is located. In
several of the Sta,tés the law is esséhtially the

¥ This SBCtIOH is added by B. T. Robmta on his own
recponslblhty :
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York, to incorporate in law, areligious gociety,

‘proceed ag follows :

1. The preacher, or if there be none, a
steward or class leader ; or if there be none, a

 member of the church must publicly notify

the congregation that a meeting of the male
members of full age of the church and congre-
gation, will be held at such a time, in their
usual place of worship, for the purpose of elect-
ing trustees of said church and congregation.
This notice must be given for two successive

~ Sabbaths, and the first time it is giveh must
be at least fifteen days before the election.

2. At the time of election, two of the mem-
bers of the church or congregation, to be
nominated by a majority of the members pre-
sent, shall preside at such election, receive the
votes of the electors, and be the Judges of the
qualifications of such electors. i

3. Any number of trustees may be chosen,
from three to nine.

4. Immediately after the election, these two
members who presided at the election, must
fill out, and sign and seal, the following certi-
ficate, and acknowledge the same before some

‘officer authorized to take the acknowledge-

ment of deeds, and then record it in the
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“clerk’s - office of the couﬁty in which said
church is located.

Oertificate of Incwpomtzm of the F?'ee '
. Methodist Church. '
‘We, the undermgued, two of the members
of the church, hereafter mentioned, do hereby
Certify,_that on the - dayof instant,

the male persons of full age, belonging to a

church in which divine worship is celebrated,
according to the rites of the Free Methodist
Church, and not' already incorporated, met at
the place of public worship heretofore occupied.
by the said church in thetown of = in said
county, for the purpose of incorporating them-
gelves, and did then and there elect, by plu-
rality of voices, A. B., C. D., and E.F., [not less
than three, nor more than nine,] as trustees of
the said church ; and the said persons did
then and there also determine by the plurality
of voices, that the said trustees and their suc-
cessors should forever hereafter be called and

known by the name, or title, of “The Trus-
tees of the ‘

Witness our hands and seals, this day
of 18

Signed and gealed in the} L. M. {L.é.] _

presence of G, H. [us
S, T, |
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