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~ ORIGIN OF THE

FREEQ METHODIST CHURCH

TeE Free Methodis_t_Church 'had its
origin in necessity and not in choice. It
did not grow out of a secession, nor out
of an unsuccessful attempt to bring about
a reform in the government of * the
Church. Those concerned in its forma- -
tion never expected a separation from
the Methodist Episcopal Church, until

. they were unjustly excluded from its

| pale. They sought redress at the proper
 tribunal. It was not granted. Even a

~ candid hearlno' was denied them. Thus

- thrown out, and the possibility of a res-
toration being cut off, and believing that

f‘r‘ God still called them to labor for the

f salvation of souls, they had no alterna- 1

4 tive but to form a new organization. In
 doctrine, discipline, and spirit they were |
Methodlsts, and hence they could not




i . A Tl 4t B e e e g 72

i el al’)DRESQ

_offer themselves to any other denomlna-
tion.

The ‘issu'e on which they were thrust
out was between dead formalism, and -
the life and power of godliness, and SO
they could not feel at home with those
branches of the Methodist Family into
L whose formation other questions mainly -
% i ©  entered.
|

Jesus has always had a pe0p1e—-a
plain, humble, earnest people—to preach'
the Gospel to the poor, and to spread
scriptural holiness throughout the world.
We believe the Methodists were raised
up for this purpose. God Wwas with
them, and gave them great success in
saving souls.

Bub as they grew stroncr and wealthy,
pride, and a Iove of populamty crept in
among them. The Discipline was too
generally unheeded. [t became obvious :
to the most casual observer, that there
was, among many of the ministers and

membels of the Methodist Episcopal’
Church in the United States, a very wide
and growing departure from the original
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spirit'of‘Methbdi-s_m. This departure is
also seen in the alterations that have
been recently made in the D:smphne

In 1852 the rule requiring our houses
of worship to be built “ plain and with
free seats,” was effectually neutralized by
adding the words, “ wherever practica-
ble.” Conformity to the world was
areatly encouraged in 1856 by repealing
the law which had stood in the Discipline
from the first, forbidding the reception
of members until they had laid off *“su
perfluous ornaments,” and substituting a
simple. exhortation to “conform to the
spirit of the apostolic precept,” as though
plain - commands of God could be vio-
lated without violating their spirit

In the Genesee Conference this depart-
ure from the old paths was hastened by
the connection of several of its proml-
nent members with secret societies.
These, bound together by a tie unknown
to the rost of the body, and laying their
plans in the strictest secrecy, formed a
solid neuclus; around which the formal
and the aspiring naturally rallied. A
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~offer themselves to any other' denomina-

tion. _ |
.The issue on which they were thrust

out was between dead formalism, and .
the life and power of godliness, and so
~ they could not feel at home with those

branches of the Methodist Family into

whose formation other questions mainly

entered. . _
Jesus has always had a people—a

plain, humble, earnest people—to preach

the Gospel to the poor, and to spread

scriptural holiness throughout the world.

We believe the Methodists were raised
up for this purpose. God was with

them, and gave them great success in

saving souls. e e
But as they grew strong and wealthy,

pride, and a love of popularity crept in

among them. The Discipline was too

generally unheeded. It became obvious |

to the most casual observer, that there
was, among many of the ministers and

~members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church in the United States, a very wide
and growing departure from the original
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spirit of Methodism. ™~ This departure is
also seen in the alterations that have
been recently made in the Discipline.

 In 1852 the rule requiring our houses
~  of worship to be built “ plain and with

adding the words, “wherever practica-

greatly encouraged in 1856 by repealing
the law which had stood in the Discipline

. of members until they had laid off ¢ su-
~ perfluous ornaments,” and substituting a
. simple exhortation to “conform to the
" spirit of the apostolic preceps;”’ as though
 plain commands of God could be vio-
. lated without violating their spirit,
. In the Genesee Conference this depart-
. ure from the old paths was hastened by
~ the connection of several of its promi-
| nent members with secret societies.
gf These, bound together by a tie unknown
. to the rest of the body, and laying their
plans in the strictest secrecy, formed a
. solid neuc]ue around which the formal
 and the aspiring naturally rallied. A

free seats,” was effectually neutralized by

ble.” . Conformity to the world was

from the first, forbidding the reception .
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portion of the Conference wished to ad-
here to primitive Methodism. They
loved the doctrine of holiness, and
preached it with success. Their Iabors
were prospered, and their services were
sought for, While they had the counte-

nance of the bishops they were unmo-

lested. -
-At the General Conference of the M.
E. Church, held in 1856, the bishops
took a decided stand against the enact-
ment of a law excluding slave-holders
from the Church. The secret-society,

“worldly-policy members of the Genesee

Conference, some of whom hdd been
radical abolitionists, sided with the bish-

_ ops, on the slavery question. At its

next session, thirty of them combined
together not to take work unless Rev. L.

Stiles, and Rev. 1. C. Kingsley—men

whose sympathies and labors were for
the promotion of spiritual religion—
were removed from the cabinet. They
were transferred, and their places sup-
plied by such men as the thirty (who
with their adherents were henceforth
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ADDRESS. . vii

" known as”The""Ryegency, )could render

subservient to their purposes. =
But the work of holiness went on,
Dead and formal ministers were in no
better demand than before. At the next
session of the Genesee Conference, in a
s¢cret meeting held by the regency, they

voted to bring Rev, B. T. Roberts, and

Rev. W. C. Kendall to trial. Charges
were preferred. Mr. Roberts was voted

guilty of “immoral and unchristian con-

duct” for publishing in thé Northern In-

depindent, in an article entitled “New
School Methodism,” things that were not
in that article, or in any other that he

ever wrote.
THis character was then passed, and he
was sent out to preach, Xor the want

- of time Mr. Kendall’s trial was deferred.
At the next Conference, held in Perry,
‘in October, 1858, secret meetings of the

regency were held, as had been done at
the two preceding sessions. Mr. Rob-
erts was charged with “ contumacy,” for

~ publishing and circulating a second edi--
tion of ¢ New School Methodism,” and
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a pamphlet signed by “ Geo. W. Estes,”
which gave a'short account of the tria.
of the year preceding. On this charge,

and on the testimony of only one wit-

ness, whose veracity was fully impeach-
- ed, Mr. Roberts was expelled from the
- Conference, and from the M. E. Church.
‘Rev. Joseph McCreery was also expelled
at the same time on the same charges.
‘Called of God to preach, they could
not cease because the human anthority
‘with which they had been invested was
‘thus taken away. The members of the
church who had witnessed their _I'abors -
and their spirit, thought they should sill
endeavor to save their fellow men. One
hundred and ninety-five prominent lay-
men met in convention at Albion, Dee.
- 1st, 1858, and passed resolutions, ex-
pressing their entire and unabated confi-
dence in the expelled preachers, and re-
commending them to continue to labor
for the salvatlon of souls. '
At the next session of the Genesee
Conference, held at Brockport, in Oct.
1858, Reverends L. Stiles, C. D. Burling-
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ham J A WeHs and W, Cooley, were

~expelled for “contumacy,” in sympa- -

thizing with those who had been expelled
the year preceding. ReverendsJ. W.
Reddy, and H. H. Farnsworth were
located for the same cause. |
Members of the Church who mani-
fested an active sympathy with the ex-
- pelled preachers were ' themselves ex-

~ pelled in large numbers. Many were,
without their consent and contrary to

their wishes, read out by the preachers

~as “withdrawn.,” Among both these

~ classes were many of undoubted piety,
‘and of long standing in the church, who

had contributed largely by their money
and their influence to its prosperity, and

whose love for it was unabated.

- Fifteen hundred members of the M.
= E Church within the bounds of the

Genesee Conference, 1espectf'ully peti-
tioned the General Conference, at its ses-

" sion in Buffalo, in May, 1860, to inves-

tigate the judicial action of the Genesee

' -Conf‘elence. A committee of forty-two -

was appomted for thls purpose. A me-

"
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morial setting forth the grlevances com- |}

plained of, and affidavits and documents
substantiating the complaints, were pre-
sented. A determined effort to get the
committee discharged was made by the
partizans of the majority of Genesee
Conference. TZhe commitice was des-
: -charged and ¢nvestigation was suppressed
The appeal cases were summarily dis-
- posed of. That of the Rev. C. D. Bur-
lingham, who, from the time of his ex-
- pulsion, desmted from all public efforts
to:do good to the souls of men, was, with-
out the shadow of a reason, sent back
for a new trial. Upon the first appeal
‘of Mr. Roberts—that from the verdict -
of reproof—the committee stood equal-
. ly divided. The other appeals were not
entertained, though the constitution- of
the M. E. Church declares, in the most
emphatic manner; that the General Con-
 ference shall not deprive the mmlsters of
the privilege of appeal. |

The same General Conference author-
~ized the preachers to go beyond the -
Dbounds of their charge to obtain a com- .
mittee to try their members.
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Under this new rule the work of ex-
pulsion went on. Pious men, long known
for their strong attachment to Metho-
dism, who were too conscientious and

God-fearing, to give their sanction to

what they believed to be great iniquities,
were excommunicated. |

Committees, imported from a distance
for the purpose, expelled, after the mock-

ery of a trial, devoted men of God. All
hope of a change for the better being cut

- off, and it being evident that the author-
ities of the Methodist Episcopal Chutch

- were determined to put down what de-
vout souls believed to be the work of

God, a convention of laymen and minis--

ters met at Pekin, Niagara Co., N. Y.,

on the 23d of August, 1860, and adopted

the following form of Discipline.

. We do not wish any to subscribe to it

unless they believe it will be for the
glory of God and the gooa"()f their souls.
We have no desire to get up simply a
‘large church; but we do hope that our
societies will ‘be composed, exclusively,
of those who are in earnest to gain heaven,

T T
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and who are determined, by the grace
E of God, to live up to the requirements
B of the Bible. i
L Where societies already organized de-
~ sign to unite with the Free Methodist
B Church, we recommend that they adopt
the Dsmplme as awhole and then, that

of the greatest importance that
d who come into the mew organiza-
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and who' are determined, by the grace
of God, to live up to the requirements
~of the Bible. '
~ Where societies already organized de-
sign to unite with the Free Methodist
Church, we recommend that they adopt
the Discipline as a whole ; and then, that
each member be admitted in his individ-
ual capacity, as provided for in section
third of chapter first, entitled ¢ Of re-
ceiving members into the Church.”
It is of the greatest importance that
those who come into the new organiza-
tion be of one heart and one mind. "
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CHAPTDR
: ‘SECTION 1

ARTICLES OF RELIGION.

I Of Fazth W tke Holy Tnmty

~ THERE is but one -hvmg and true God, ever- . -
- lasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, -
wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserv-.

er of all things, visible and invisible. And in

- unity of this Godhead, there are thrée persous,

of one substance, power, and eterhity ;—the Ia-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

IT1. ()f the I’Vbrd, or Son of God, who was made _

very man.

The Son, who is the Word of _ﬂie Father, the.

very and eternal God, of one substance with

t.he Father, took man’s nature in the womb of
~ the blessed virgin; so that two whole and per-

fect natures,.that is to say, the Godhead aud
manhood, w vle joined together in one persou.

93

"’




18 'ARTICLES OF RELIGION. Chit

“pever to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very =

God and very man, who truly suffered, was cru-
cified, dead and buried, to reconcile his Father
to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original

guilt, but also for actual sins of men.

I1II. Of tke-'Rcsurrectioh of Christ.

~ Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and
took again his body, with all things appertaining .
to the perfection of man’s nature, wherewith

he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until

he return to judge all men at the last day.

&

1IV. Of the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father

~and the Son,is of one substance, majesty and

glory with the Father and the Son, very and
eternal God.

V. The quﬁwwnc y of the Holy Scmptu’res Jor

_ Salvation.

The Holy Secriptures contain all t-hings neces-
sary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not
to be required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of faith, or be ‘thought

-requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name

of the Holy Scripture, we do understand those
canonical books of the Old and New Testament,
of whose authority was never any doubt in the
Church.




Sec. 1, ' ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 19

* The names of the Canonical Books. .

Genesgis,
Exodus,
- Leviticus,
Numbers,
Deuteronomy,
. Joshua,
Judges,
. Ruth, '
The First Book of Samuel
The Second Book of Samuel
The First Book of Kings,
The Second Book of Kings,
The First Book of Chronicles, -
The Second Book of Chronmlea,
- The Book-of Ezra,
" The Book of Nehemiah,
The Book of Esther,
The Book of Job,
.The Psalms,
The Proverbs, |
Eeclesiastes, or the Preacher,
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
Four Prophets the greater,
Twelve Prophets the less:
All the books of the New Tebtament as they
are commonly recmvud we do receive and ac-
count canonical.




ARTICLES OF RELIGION.  [Ch.1,
VI. Of the Old Testament,

The Old Testament is not contrary to the
New ; for both 1n the Old and New Testaments
everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ,
who is the only Mediator between God and
man.  Wherefore they are not to be heard who
teign that the old fathers did look only for tran-
gitory promises. Although the law given from
God by Moses, as touching ceremonies and rifes,
doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil
preceptsthereof of necessity to be received in any
commonwealth; yet, notwithstanding, no Chris-
tian whatsoever is free from the obedience of

t_he.cfthmandments which are called moral.

. VIL. Of Original or Birth Sin.

Original sin standeth not in the following of
Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) but it
is the corruption of the nature of every man
that naturally is engendered of the offspring of
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from orig-
inal righteousness, and of his own nature in-
(,hned to evil, aud that (,ontmually

VIII Of Free thl

The condition of man after the fall of Adam
18 such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself,
by his own natural strength and works, to’ faith

“and calling upon God; wheréfore we have no
. power to do good works, pleasant and accept-

able to God, without the grace of God by Christ
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~ prevenfing us, that we may have a good will,

~and working with us, wheh we have that good
will.

IX. Of the Justification of Man.

We are accounted rightgoua before God, only
for the merit of our Lord,and Saviour Jesus
Christ by faith, and not for our own works or
deservings: Wherefore, that we are justified by
faith ‘only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and
very full of comfort. '

X. Of Good Worls.

Although good works, which are the fruits of
faith, and follow after justification, cannot put
away our sins, and endure the severity of God’s
judgments; yet they are pleasing and acceptable
to God in Christ, and spring out of a true and
lively faith, insomuch that by them a lit'rely faith
may be as evidently known as a tree is discern-
ed by its fruits.

I Of Works of Supe'rerogatwn

Voluntary works,—besides, over and above

God’s commandments—which. are called works
of supererogation, cannot be taught without ar-

rogancy and impiety. For by them men do de-

clare that they do not only render unto God as

much as they are bound to do, but that they do

more for his sake than of bounden duty is re-

quired : whereas Christ saith plainly, When ye

R LT, B O oy S T




2 ARTICLES OF RELIGION.  [Ch. i,

nave done all that is commanded you, say, We
are unprofitable servants.

XIL. Of Sin after Justification.

Not every sin willingly committed after justi-
fication is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and
unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of repent-
ance is not to be denied to such as fall into sin,
after justification; after we have received the

“Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given,

and fall into sin, and by the grace of God, rise
again and amend our lives. And therefore they
are to be condemned who say they can no more
sin as long as they live here: or deny the place
of forgiveness to such as truly repent.

" XIII. Entire Sanctz:ﬁcation;.
~ Merely justified persons, while they do not

- outwardly commit sin, are nevertheless conscious .

of sin still remaining in the heart. They feel a -
natural tendency to evil, a proneness to depart
from God, and cleave to the things of earth.
Those that are sanctified wholly are saved from
all inward sin—from evil thoughts and evil tem-

~ pers. No wrong temper, none contrary to love

remains in the soul. All the thoughts, words

- and actions are governed by pure love.

Entire sanctification takes place subsequently
to justification, and is the work of God wrought
instantaneously upon the consecrated, believing

goul. After a soul is cleansed from all sin, itis

then fully prepared to grow in grace.
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XIV. Future Reward and Punishment.

God has appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ
according to the Gospel. The righteous shall
have in heaven an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The wick-
ed shall go away into everlasting punishment,
where their worm dieth not and their fire is not

- quenched. ;

- XV. Of speaking in the Congregation in such &
Tongue as the People understand.

It is a thing plainly repugnant to-the woid of
God, and the custom of the primitive Church,
to have public prayer in the Church, or to min-
ister the sacraments in a tongue not understood -
by the people. = |

' XVI. Of the Church.

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation
of faithful men, in which the pure word of God
is preached, and the sdcraments duly adminis-
tered, according to Christ’s ordinance, in all
those things that of necessity are requisite to

- the same. gt | -

XVIL. Of the Sacraments.

Sacraments ordained of Christ, are not only
- badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession ;
P but rather they are certain signs of grace, and
God’s good-will toward us, by the which he
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24 «~ ARTICLES OF RELIGION.  [Ch. |, X

doth work invisibly in ‘us, and doth not only

 quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our
- faith in him. '

[

XVII.  of Baptism. -

Ba.ptiém is not-only a sign of prbfession, and
mark of difference, whereby Christians are dis-

tinguished from others that are not baptized;

but it is also a sign of 1egenemtlon or the new

birth. The baptism of young chlldren is to be

retained in the Church

XIX. Of.the Lord’s Supper.

The supper of ‘the Lord is not merely a sign
of the love that Christians ought to have among

themselves, one to another, but rather is a sacra- -
ment of our redemption by Christ’s death ; inso-

much that, to such as rightly, worthily, and with

faith receive the same, the bread which we

break is a partaking of the body of Christ; and
likewise the cup of blessing is a partakmg of
the blood of Christ. ~ *

Transubstantiation, or the change of th_e sub-
stance of bread and wine in the supper of our
Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but it is

- repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over-

throweth the nature ot a sacrament, and hath

given occasion to many superstitions.

The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten
in the supper, only after a heavenly and spirit-
ual manner. And the ineans whereby the body
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of Christ is received and eaten in the supper, is

_ faith.

The sacrament Of the Lord’s supper was not

. by Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried about,

lifted up, or worshipped. i

XX, Of the one Oblation of Christ ﬁmskcd upon

the C'ross

The offering of Christ, once made, is that per-
fect redemptwn propitiation, and satisfaction for
all the sins of the whole world, both original
and actual : and there is none other satisfaction
for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice
of masses, in the which it is said that the priest
doth offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to
have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous
fable and dangerous deceit. e

_XXI; Of the Rites and. Ceremonics of Ckurckes

It is not necesmry that rites and ceremonies
should in all places be the same, or exactly
alike ; for they have been always different, and
may be changed according to the diversity ef

countries, times, and men’s manners, so that

nothing be ordained against God’s word. Who-
soever, through his private judgment, willingly -
and purposely doth openly break the rites and
ceremonies of the Church to which he belongs,

- which are not repugnant to the word of God,
“and are ordained and approved by common au-

thority, ought to be rebuked openly, that others
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may fear to do the like, as one that oﬁ"e'ndeth_‘
against the common order of the Church, and

~ woundeth the eonsciences of' weak brethren

Every particular Church may ordain, change,
or abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all things
may be done to edification.

XXII. Of Christian Men’s Goods.

The riches” and goods of Christians are not
common, as touching the right, title and posses-
sion of the same, as some do falsely boast. :
Notw1thstandmg, every man ought, of such
things as he possesseth, liberally. to give alms to
the poor, according to his ability.

XXIIL Of a Christion Maw’s Oath.

As we confess that vain and rash swearing is
forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus
Christ, and James his apostle ; so we hold that
the Christian religion doth not prohibit, but that
a man may swear when the magistrate requir-
eth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done
according to the prophet’s teaching, in justice,
judgment and truth.

T
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SECTION II.
GENERAL RULES.

The Nature,.Deségn,- and General Rules of our
United Societies.

(1) In the latter end of the year 1739, eight
or ten 'persons came to Mr. Wesley in London,
who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, and
earnestly groaning for redemption. They desir-
ed, (as did two or three more the next day,) that
he would spend some time with them in prayer,
~ and advise them how to flee from the wrath to

come ; which they saw contlnua.lly hanging
over their heads. That he might have more
time for this great work, he appointed a day
when they might all come together, which from
thenceforward they did every week, namely on
Thursday, in the evening. For these, and as
many more as desired to join with them, (for
their number increased daily,) he gave those ad-
 vices from time to time which he judged most
- needful for them; and they always concluded
their meeting with prayer suited to their seve-
ral necessities.
(2) This was the rise of the UNITED SocCIETY,

first in Europe, and then in America. Such a
- society-is no other than ‘“ a company of men hav- -

ing the form and seeking the power of godliness,
‘united i order to pray together, to receive the
word of exhortation, and to watch over one another
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in love, that they may help each other-to work-out

 their salvation.”

(3) That it may the more easily be discerned
whether they are indeed working out their own

“salvation, each society is divided into smaller

companies, called classes, according to their re-
spective places of abode. There are about
twelve persons in a class; one of whom 1s styled

 the leader. 1t is his duty,

I. To see each person in his class once a week
at least; in order, sE

1. To inquire how their souls prosper

2. To ‘advise, reprove, comfort or exhort, as

- occasion may require.

3. To receive what they are w;llmg to give
towald the relief of the pmacher, church and
poor.*

II. To meet the minister and the stewards of
the society once a week : in order, '

- 1. To inform the minister of any that are
sick, or of any that walk dlsorde\ﬂy, and will not

. be reproved.

+ 2. To -pay the stuwalds what they have
received of their several classes in the week
preceding.

(4) There 1s only one condltmn plevmus]y
required of those .who desire admission into

these societies, ““ & desire to flee from the wrath

* This part refers to towns and cities; where the
poor are generally numerous, und church th(‘IlS{"S con-
siderable,, -
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to come, and to be saved from their gins.” But
wherever this is really fixed in the soul, it wilk
~ be shown by its fruits. It is therefore expected
of all who continue therein, that they should
continue to evidence their desire of salvation,
First; By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of
every kind, especially that which is most gener-
ally practlced such as, g
The taking of the name of God in VAl
The profaning of the day of the Lord, either
~ by doing ordmary work therein, or by buying
- or selling. ~
Drunkenness, buying or sellmg spirituous
- liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of ex-
treme necessity.
The buying, selling, or holding of a human
being as a slave. '
¥ ltrhtmg, quarrelling, brawling, brother goma
to-law with brother ; returning evil for evil;
‘railing for railing; the using many words in buy—
ing or selling. ' '
The buying or selling goods that haye not pm'd |
the duty. -
The giving or takmg things on uswry, i. €. un-
lawful 1nterest
Uncharitable or unproﬁtabie conversation; par--
ticularly speaking evil of maglstrates or minig- °
-~ ters.
Domg to others as we would not they Ehull]d
do unto us.
Doing what we know 18 uot for thL glury u[
"God; as
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‘The putting on of gold or costly apparel.

The taking such diversions as cannot be used
_in the name of the Lord Jesus. |

: Singing those songs, or reading those books,

which do not tend to the knowledge or love of

God. .

Soﬁnesa and needless selt-mdulgence
. Laying up treasure upon earth,
Borrowing without a probablhty of paying;
~ or taking up goods without a probahlhty of pay-

ing for them.
(5) It is expected of all who continue in

these societies, that they should contmue to evi-
dence their desire of salvation,
~Secondly, By doing good, by being in every

kind merciful after their power, as they have - |

opportunity, doing good of every possible sort,
and as far as possible to all men.

To their bodies, of the ability which God glv- _
eth, by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the
naked, by visiting or helping them that are sick
or in prison.

To their souls, by instructing, repmvmg, or
. exhorting all we have any mtm course with ;
tramphng under foot that enthusiastic doctrine,
that “ we are not to do good unless our hearts be
Sfree to it.”

By doing good, especxa,lly fo them that are of
the household of faith, or groaning so to be; em-
ploying them preferably to others, buying one of
another, helping each other in business ; and so
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much the more becauae the world wﬂl love l'bB :

own, and them only.

By all possible ddwe}wq and fmoaluy, that the- :

gospel be not blamed.

By running with patience the race which is -

~ set before them, denying themselves and taking

~up their cross daily ; submitting to bear the re-
proach of Christ, to be as the filth and offscour-

ing of the world; and looking that men should

say all manner of evil of them falsely for the
Lord’s sake.

(6) It is expected of all who desire to con-
‘tinue in these sociefies, that they should contmue
to evidence their desire of salvation,

Thirdly, By attendmcr upon all the 01d1nances

of God: such are,
The public worship of God,

The ministry of the word, either read or ex-

pounded
The supper of the Lord.
Family and private prayer.
Searching the Scriptures, and
Fasting or Abstinence.
(7) These are the general rules of our socie-

~ ties: all of which we are taught of God to ob-
serve, even in his written word, which is the

only rule, and the sufficient rule both of our
faith and practice. And all these we know his

Spirt writes on truly awakened hearts. If

there be any among us who observe them not,

who habitually break any of them, let it be '

|
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known unto them who wateh over that soul, as

they who must give an account. We will ad-
;- monish him of the error of his W{I}’S. We will
~ bear with him for a season. But if then he re-
pent not, he hath no more place among us. We
have delivered our own souls.

. R aar’ e
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Of Receiving Members wnto. the Church.
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1. Let none be admitted on_pr obation, until
~ they give satisfactory evidence of Scriptural
conversion, and are recommended by some mem-
ber of -our Church. *
2. Let none be received into full connectlon
~ unless they give evidence of a renewed heart,
by living up to the requirements of the Gieneral
Rules, and until they are recommended by their
leader, and have met in class six months on pro-
bation, have been baptized, and can give satis-.
factory answers to the following questions, which
shall be propesed to them before the society :

e e

s s

| j% 1. Have you the witness of THE SPIRIT that
you are a child of God ? :

’ﬁ _ 2. Have you that perfect love which casteth
i outfear? If not, will you diligently seek until

you obtain it ?

i 3. Is it your purpose to devote yourself the re- .
mainder of your life wholly to the service of God,
doing good to your fellow men and working out -
your own salvation with fear and trembling ? = \ 2
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4. Will you forever lay aside all’ superfluous
ornaments, and adorn yourself in modest ap-

parel, with shamefacedness and sobriety, not

with broidered hair, or gold or pearls, or costly
array, but which becometh those profe%mg god-
hness, with good works ? ~

. Will you abstain from eonnection with all
secret societies, keeping yourself free to follow

- the-will of the Lord in all things? -

6. Do you subscribe to our articles of rehglon -
our general rules, and our discipline, and are
you willing to be governed by the same?

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love for-
the members of this society, and will you assist

~ them as God shall give you ability in (,arrymu.

on the work of the Lord ?
The person giving affirmative answers to the

‘above questions shall, with the consent of three-

fourths of all the members present at a society
meeting, be admitted to all the privileges of a
member. Any person in good standing in any
evangelical church may be received into full
connection, upon their meeting the other requir-

- ments of this section, without their having been

on probation in our Church.
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CHAPTER II.
OF THE OFFICIAL BODIES.

SECTION I.

Of our Deportment at the COnferemes.

It is desired that all things- be considered on’
these occasions as in the immediate presence of
God; that every person speak freely whatever
18 1n his heart. :

Quest. How may we best mprove our tune
at the Conferences? |

Answ. 1. While we are conversing, i
‘have an especial care to set God always before
us. e B & .

2. In the infermediate hours, let us redeem
all the time we can for private exercises. ]
3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for

one another, and for a blessing on our labor.

. SECTION II.
Of the General Conference..

1. The General Conference shall be composed -
of the Superintendent and an equal number
of clerical and lay delegates belonging to. the
Free Methodist Church, to be appointed by the
Annual Conferences, at their respective sessions
next preceding the session of the General Con-
ference. Each Annual Conference shall be en-
titled to one lay and one ministerial delegate ;
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and an additional one of each kind for every ten
preachers belonging to it. In electing delegates
to the General Conference, the preachers and”
laymen shall vote separately, each branch elect-
~ ing by ballot from their own number the dele-
gates to which they are respectively entitled.
Each Annual Conference sball be entitled to
~one additional ministerial and lay delegate in the
General Conference, whenéver there is belong-
ing to it an additional fraction of seven traveling
preachers.

2. The General Conference slull mbut on the
second Wedncsd'ly of October, 1862, at St.
-+ Charles, Ills,, and once in four years theleaftel,

. af such place as it may designate. ,
3. At all times when the General Conference

‘shall be in session, it shall take two-thirds of all
the delegates who shall attend and. be enrolled,
to constitute a quorum for transacting business.

4. Each General Conference shall elect one
or more General Superintendents, and a Secre-
tary by ballot.

. The members of the General Conference

: sha]_l deliberate and vote as one body; neverthe-

less, upon a call of one-fourth of the members,
the house shall divide, and it shall require a ma-
jority of the ministerial, and a majority of the
lay delegates present, to pass any vote or trans-

act any business. b

- 6. The General Conference shall have full
powers to make rules and regnlations for our.

Church, under the followmg limitations and re-
stnctmns
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1. The Gcncral Cmferenco shall not revoke:™

alter, or change our articles of religion, nor the

~ general rules of the United Sometles, nor estab-

lish any new standards or rules of doctrine, con-
trary to our present existing and established
standards of doctrine.

2. They shall not change or alter any part or
rule of our government, so as to do away with
lay delegation or an itinerant ministry, or the

‘Free Seat system in all our Churches.

3. They shall not have power to deprive our
preachers or members of the right of trial by an
impartial Committee, and of an appeal

SECTION 11T,
Of the Annual Conferences.

1. The Annual Conferences shall be composed
of all the traveling and superannuated preachers
who have been duly received Wwithin its bounds, -
and of an equal number of lay delegates, elected
as follows: Each circuit shall have an Annual
Meeting within three months preceding the ses-
sion of the Annual Conference, at which the
members of the Church in full connection be-
longing to that circuit, shall elect by ballot, one »
at least of their number, to represent them in
the Annual Conference. The members of each

~ circuit shall be entitled to one delegate for every -

traveling preacher on their circuit belongmg to
the Annual Conference, on probafaon or in full

i (,onm,-'.,t:on
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2. There shall be the following Annual Con-
ferences, to wit: the Illinois, the Genesee, the

Susquehanna, and such others as may be orgau

ized, as hereinafter provided. .
3. Each Annual Conference shall appoint the

place, and with the concurrence of the Presi-

dent, the time of its own sessions.

4. They shall elect a Secretary who shall re-
cord, in a suitable book, the proceedings of the
Annual Conference, which record shall be sent

to the General Conferen(,e for their examina-
'tion.

5. The mmlstels and laymen composmg the
Annua.l Confbrt,m,e shall deliberate and vote as

one body ; but at the call of one-fourth of all

the members present, the house shall divide,

and the ministers and laymen vote separ-

ately; and it shall require a majority of both
branches to constitute a vote of the Conference.

6. The territory embraced by each Annual
Conference shall be divided into distriets, and

over each of these one of the traveling elders

shall be appointed by the Annual Conference as -
Cha.1rmun

7. The President of the ‘Annual Conference,
with the Chairmen of the several distriets, and
an equal number of laymen to be elected by -

- ballot the first day of the session, shall consti-
- tute a stationing committee, (of. which the Presi-

dent of the Conference shall be Chairman, hav-

ing a casting vote,) whose duty it shall be to ap-

point the preachers to their several fields of la-
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bor ; prm%ided that no preacher shall be appoint-

‘ed to the same circuit more than two years in

succession, nor more than two years out of six.
8. Each Annual Conference shall inquire—
1. What are the names. of preachers and dele-

_gates haying a seat in this Conference?

2. Who are the Stationing Committee?
3. What preachers are admitted on tnal?

i "~ 4. Who remain on trial 7 .
5. Who are admitted into full connection ?
6. Who have been elected and ordained Dea-

cons ?
7. Who have been e]eeted and ordamed E]d—

‘ers this year?

~ 8. Who have located this year? '
9. Who are the superannuated or worn-out
preaehers?

10. Who have been expe]led from the con-

nection this year ?

11. Who have withdrawn from the connection

this year?
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life and
conversation ? Have they through the past year

- discharged their duties to God, themselves, and

one another, as required by section ix, ehapter
ii1, of the Discipline ?
- 13. Who have died this year ? '
14. What is the number.of Church membels‘?
Amount collected for super‘mnuated preach-
erg?
Amount collected for the Mlbsmnary Soelety 1
Amount collected ior thc American Bible So-
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Number of Sunday Schools ?
- Number of officers and teachers ?
Number of scholars ?
Number of volumes in library ?
15. What amounts are.necessary for the su-

perannuated preachers, and the widows and

01phans of preachers, and to make up the defi-

~ciencies of those who have not obtained their”

regular allowance on the circuits ?
16. What has been collected on the foregoing

. accounts, and how has it been applied 7

- 17. Where are the preachers statloned this
year!
18. Where and when shall our next Confer-

- ence be held ?

SECTION IV.
- Of the Quarterly Conferences.

" 1. The Quarterly Conferences shall be com-

- posed of all the traveling and local preachers,

exhorters, stewards, and leaders of the district.
2. Four sessions of the Quarterly Conference

‘'shall be held each year in connection with fhe

General Quarterly Meetings, at such tu:nes and

- places as it may designate.

- 3. The Chairman of the distriet sha.ll be

President of the Quarterly Conference, and in

his absence a President pro tem, shall be elected -
by the members present.
4. A Secretary shall be appointed by the

Qucu'telly Conference, who shall keep a falthful :

record of its proceedings.
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5. The Quarterly Conference shall hear com:
plaints and try appeals, grant and renew licer-
¢és to preach; and recommend suitable persous
to the Annual Conterence to be employed as
traveling preachers. No person shall be licensed
to preach until he has first been recommended

by the Society of which he is a member, and

until he has first been examined by the Quarter-

_ ly Conference in regard to his piety, his soand-

ness in doctrine, his gifts and his usefulness. Let

- none be licensed until satisfactory answers are

given to all the questions found in the section, -
“Of the trial of those who think they are moved by
the Holy Ghost to preach.” The Quarterly Con-
ference shall also, in connection with the Chair-
man of the district, appoint and hold Camp
Meetings as the interests of the cause of God
may require.

SECTION V.

Of the Executwe Committee.

1. Each Anhua_l Conference shall at its next
ensuing session, and once in four years thereaf-

‘ter, or as often as a vacaney shall occur, elect

from its members one minister and one layman,
who shall constitute the Executive Comlmttee

of the Free Methodist Church.*

»* ’T‘he following br ethren were elected by the General
Conference to act as Executive Committee until others
are appointed by the several Annual Conferences:—
Genesee Conference, Rev, Albert G. Terry, L. S. Bryan;
Illinois Conference, Edward P. Hart, Orson P. Rogers;
Susquehanna Conference, Rev. Wm. Cooley, J. S
Whitney. : :
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2. 1t shall be the duty of this Committee to
‘advise with the General Superintendent in the

organization of new Conferences in the inter- .
vals of the General Conferences, and no new
Conference shall be orgamZed without 1ts con-
sent. i

3. In casé there be no Gieneral Supermten&
ent to travel through the work at large and pre-

“side over the Annual anferences, the Executive
Committee shall meet together and elect a Su-

perintendent or. Superintendents, who shall

~serve until the ensning General Conference.

4. The Executive Committee shall fix the al-
lowance of the General Superintendent, and
provuie gsuch means.as they Judtre proper for

~ raising the same.

SECTION VL

Of the Official Meetings.
1. An Official Meeting, composed of the
preachefs, exhorters, stewards and class leaders,
shall be held in each circuit once a month wher-

ever practicable.
2. The Official Board shall look after the tem-

- poral and ‘spiritual interests of the circuit, es-

tablish and maintain Sunday Schools, grant and'

‘renew licenses to exhort, provided that no per-

son shall be licensed to exhort without a recom-

_ mendution from the society™ of wh‘ich he is a

* By a “bucu,ty” is meant all the members of our

. Church, who mut together statedly, in one place, for

public worshlp
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member. They shall also recommend suitable
persons to the Quarterly Conferences to be li-
censed as local preachers.

3. The preacher in charge sha,ll be Chairman .
of the Official Meeting, and in his absence a.
chairman shall be elected.. The Recording
Steward shall be the Secretary of the Board,
who shall keep and record, in a suitable, book

. provided for the purpose, faithful minutes of the

proceedings of the Official Meetings, and also of

_ the meetings of the society. He shall also keep

a record of all the' money raised ‘on the qrcult

~for religious purposes, and of the manner in

which the same was expended.

CHAPTER IIIL
OF OFFICERS AND MINISTERS.
SECTION 1.
Of the General Supgri-ntendcnts.

1. The Gener_dl Conference shall elect one or
more traveling Elders as General Superinten- -
dents, to remain in office during the four years

- following, or until others are duly appointed.

2. It shall be the duty of the Superintendents -
to travel through the connection at large; to

oversee the spiritual and temporal interests of

our Church, and to labor to promote its purity,
peace and prosperity; to establish new Churches,
and with the coneurrence of the Executive Com-
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- mittee, to organize new Conferences wherever
he may deem that the interests of the cause of
God_require it, subject to the approval of the

- ensuing General Conference; to preside at the
General and Annual Conferences, and to decide
all questions of law therein, subjeet to an appeal .
to the respective Conferences. .
3. The Superintendents shall be amenable to
the General Conference for the discharge of
their official duties, and for their Christian con-
duct, to the Annual Conferences to which they =

espectwely belong. : : ( '

e

.SEC‘TION 1L
Of the Chairmen of Districts.”
It shall be the duty of the Chairman of a

district—
1. To look after the spiritual and tcmporal
interests of our Chuy ithin hig district, and

to take the oversight of the work on his dlstnct
according to the discipline. :

2. To see that every part of the dlaclplme 18
duly enforced.

3. To visit every cncmt on his district when-
ever he may judge it expedient. The Chairman
is especially directed and required to visit any
circuit in his district, when so requested by the
preacher in charge, or by the official board, in

. case of any dispute or difficulty, or any emerg-
J ency that may arise. 'The eircuit sending for
him shall pay his traveling expenses.
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- 4. To hold four General Qumtelly Meetmgu
1 - in his distriet during each year.
. 5. To hold Quarterly Meetings once in three
. months in each circuit within lns district, and
. to labor a8 an Evangelist within his district, if
in the/judgment of the Annual Conference the
cause of God can be best served thereby
6. To change, receive and suspend preachers
in his district in the intervals of the Conference,
and in the absence of the Superintendent. . Pro-
vided, nevertheless, he shall not change any
preacher contrary to his -wishes, unless by the -
- request of two-thirds of the members of the
'-_cn:cmt
. To give the Supermtendent all necessary |
mformatmn of the state of his district.
. 8. The chairman shall not have power to em-
ploy a preacher that has been rejected by the:
“Annual Conference without permlssmn by said
Conference.
9. No chairman shall premde over the same
district more than four years in succession. !
10. The chairman shall be supported by the
circuit to which he is appointed, unless he de-
vote all his time in labors as an Evangelist, as -
provided for above, in which case he shall re-
- ceive his support from the district, each cireuit
b contributing its proportion as agreed upou in the
i District Conference. -

. .-;.A-‘\‘.'_T—'.‘-"—'*.‘"Q'ﬂ" r r e
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SECTION 111.

Of the Election and Ordmatum of Traveling
| - Elders, and of their Duty.

- Quest. 1. pr is an Elder constituted 7
Answ.. By the. election of a majority of the
Annual Conference, and by the laying on of the
hands of the President and some of the Elders
tha.t are present.

Quest. 2. What shall be the time of proba- -

" tion of a Traveling Deacon for the offige of an
Elder 7
 Amsw. Every Traveling Deacon ghall exer-
.cise that office for two years, before he be elig-
ible to the office of Elder; except in the case of
© Missions, when the Annual Conferences. shall

have authorlty to elect for the Elder’s office .

sooner, if they judge it expedient. _ .
Quest. 3. What is the duty of a Traveling
Elder ? S '
Answ. 1. To administer baptism and the
Lord’s supper, and to perform the office of mat-
rii.n_o’ny,-and all parts of divine worship.
. To do all the duties of a traveling preacher.
No Elder that ceases to. travel, without. the
consent of the Annual Conference, certified un-
- der the hand- of the President of the Confer-

ence, except in case of sickness, debility, or

~ other unavoidable circumstances, shall on any -
account exercise the peculiar functions of his
- office, or even be allowed to preach among us:
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| .neverthdess, the final determination i in all such

cases is with the Annual Conference

SE CTION IV.

Of the Election and Ordination. of Tm'velma
Deacons, and of their Duty. |

Quest. 1. How is a Traveling Deacon consti-

tuted ?

Answ. By the election of a maibriﬁy of the

. Annual Conference, .and the laying on, of the ‘

hands of the President.
Quest. 2. What 18 the duty of a Travelmg

Deacon ?

Answ. 1.'To bppﬁsb and perfomn the office
of matrimony.

2. To assist the Elder in admmlsteung (the -

Lord’s supper.
3. To do all the duties of a ha.vehng preacher.
No Deacon who ceases to travel without the

‘consent of the Annual Conference, certified un.

der the hand of the President of the Conference,

- except in case of sickness, debility, or other un-

avoidable circumstances, shall on any account
exercise the peculiar functions of his office, or -
even be allowed to preach among us; nevertke—
less, the final ‘determination in all such cases

18 w1th the Annual Conference.

'SECTION V.

of ths Reception of Preachers from other De-
nominations.

Quest. How shall we receive those ministers

]




Sec. 6.] EXAMINATION OF PREACHERS. 47

~who may offer to unite with us from other
Christian Churches ? i
Answ. Those ministers of other Evangehcal
Churches, who may desire to unite with our
Church, whether as loeal or itinerant, may be
~ received according to our usages, on condition
- of their giving satisfactory answers to the ques-
~ tions - which we propose to our own minis-
~ ters before receiving them into full connection,
and of their giving satisfaction to an Annual
Conference of their being in orders, and of their
‘agreement with us in doctrine, discipline, gov-
ernment and usages; provided, thom
is also satisfied with their gltt%, g é‘\ '
1u1nt,ss \

§ and use-

SECTION' VI

Of the Examination of those who think they are
moved by the Holy Ghost to preach.

Quest. How shall we try those who profess

- tobe moved by the Holy Ghost to preach?

Answ. 1. Let the following questions be
asked, namely :—Do they know God as a par-
doning God ? - Have they the love of God abid-
ing in them ? Do they desire nothing but God ?
- And are they holy in all manner of conversa-
twn?

2. Have they gifts (as Well as grace) for the
wmk? Have they (in some tolerable degree)
~ a clear, sound understanding, a right judgment
in the things of God, a just conception of salva-

plonferéence
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tion by faith? And has God given them any de-
gree 'of utterance? Do they speak justly, read-

ily, clearly 7
3. Have they fruit ? Are any truly convm(,ed
of sin; and converted to God by thelr preach-

; mg !

As long as these three mmks coneur in any
one, we believe he is called of God to preach

These we receive as sufficient proof that he 8. -

moved by the Holy Ghost.

_ SECTION 'VII.
Of the Reception of Preachers.

Quest. 1. How shall a prea,chcr be received |
“on trial”? '

Answ. By the Annual C'Onference, after pass-

ing a satisfactory examination "as preseribed in
. the last section, and in the course of study laid
‘down for probationers, and having been duly
 recommenged by a Quarterly Conference. ;
Qust. 2. How shall a traveling preacher be

received into full connection? o
Answ. 1. He must give satisfactory answers:

to the following questions, namely : Have you
faithin Christ? Have you the present assur-

ance of sins forgiven? Do you believe in Christ-
ian perfection? Have you attained to this rich
experience in your own heart? (If not,) Are
you groaning after it? ~Are you resolved to de-
vote yourself wholly to God and his work? Do
you know the General Rules?. Do you l{eerp

i P
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them? Do you constantly attend the sacra-

~ment? Have you read our Discipline? Are

you willing to couform toit? Have you consid-
ered the rules of a preacher ? Will you keep

them for conscience’ sake?  Are you deter- -

mined to employ all your time in the work of

. God? Will you endeavor not to speak too long
“nor too loud? Will you diligently instruet the

children in every place? Will you visit from

house to house ?  Will you recommend fasting

or abstinence, both by precept and cxample‘?

~Are you in dt,bt? Do you use snuff, tobaceo or

drams ?

2. He must have been employed in the regu-
lar itinerant work for two successive years, af-
ter he was mcen ed on trial by the Annual Con-
ference. :

3. He must pass a Ba.tlsfactmy bxammatmn-

in the prescribed course of study.

- SECTION VIIL
Of the Rules for a Preadzers Conduct.

Quest. ‘1. What are the duectxons glven 1:0
a Preacher?

Answ. 1. Bediligent. Never be uuem_ployed; '
~never be triflingly employed. Never trifle away

time ; neither spend any more time at any place
than is strictly necessary.
2. Be serious. Let your motto be Holiness to

‘the Lord, Avoid all lightness, jesting and ioo]

ish talkmg
4
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3. Converse sparingly, and conduct yourself
prudently with women. 1 Tim. v., 2.

4. Take no step toward marriage without

ﬁrat consulting with your brethren.
. Believe evil of no one without good evi-
dence, unless you see it done, take heed how

you credit it. Put the best construction on
everything. You know the judge is always sup-

posed to be on the prisoner’s side.
6. Speak evil of no one; because your w01d

especlally would eat as doth a canker. Keep
~ your thoughts within your own bleast till you

come to the person concerned.

7. Tell every one under your care what you
think wrong in his conduct and temper, and

that lovingly and plainly as soon as may be;
else it will fester:in your heart. Make all haste

' to cast the fire out of your bosom.

8. Avoid all affectation. A pwachér of the

- gospel is the servant of all,

9. Be ashamed of nothing buf sin.

10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at
the time. ‘And do not mend our rules, but keep
‘them ; not for wrath, but conscience’ sake.

11. You have nothing to do but to save souls;

therefore, spend and be spent in this work; and
go always not only to those that want you, buf
to those that want you most.

Observe ! it is not your business only to preach
s0 many times, and to take care of this or that

society; but to save as many as you can; to
bring as many sinners as you can to repentance,
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‘and with all your power to build them up in
that holiness without which they cannot see the
Lord. And remember!—a Methodist Preacher
is to mind every point, great and small, in the
Methodist Discipline! Therefore, you will need
to exercise all the sense and grace you have.
12. Act in all things not according to your
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As such
it is your duty to employ your time in the man-
ner in which we direct : in preaching, and visit-
ing from house to house; in readmg,medlta.tlon,
and prayer. Above all, if you labor with us in
. the Lord’s vineyard, it is needful you should do
. that part of the work which we advise, at those
times and places which we Jjudge- most for his

;
¥ glory.
§ )

E-;_'-...'l, = :,1: Eaiialnl

T e b
SR

‘Any Traveling Preacher who wﬂfully nog
lects or refuses to do the work assigned him by .
his Annual Conference, except in case of sick-
ness or- other unavoidable circumstances, shall
be brought, by the Chairman of the district, or
the Superintendent, before a committee of three
ministers and three laymen, who shall have
power to suspend him from all the functions of
a Preacher, until the ensuing session of the An-
nual Conference, with whom the final determin .
ation of the case shall rest, and -who shall have
power to render the suspension final. |
Quest. 2. Are there any smaller advices
which might be of use to us ? '
Answ. Perhaps these; 1. Be sure never to
disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at the
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time appointed. - 3. Let your whole deportment -

be serious, weighty, and solemn. 4. Always

suit your subject to your audience. 5. Choose
the plainest texts you can. 6. Take care not to -
ramble, but keep to your text, and make out
what you take in hand. 7. Take care of.any~

thing awkward or affected, either in your ges-
ture, phrase, or pronunciation. 8. Do not usu-
ally pray cztempore, above eight or ten minutes
(at most) without intermission. 9. Frequently

~ read and enlarge upon a portion of Scripture;
-~ and let young preachers often exhort without

taking a text. 10. Always avail yourself of the
great festivals, by _prf;aching on the occasion.

~ SECTION IX.

Of the Duty af Preachers to God, thcmselvcs, wnd h

one a'notker

Quest 1. What is the duty of a preacher?
Answ. 1. To preach.

2. To meet the societies and classes.

3. To visit the sick.

4. To visit all the members and probationers

~on his circuit, at least once in three months; and
- all the members of his congregation, whenever

practI( able.

. To preach out of doors wherever an atten-»
twe congregation can be found.

Quest. 2. How shall a preacher be q'uahﬁed '

for his charge ?

Answ. By “alkmg close]y with. God, and .

s ©
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“havine hxf- waork gmaﬂw a hp-n‘r‘l rmd l)y Hn
derstandmg and loving dﬂmphm ours in par

oo RQuest. 3. Do we Isufﬁai’anﬂy / tmtnh nvat
 esch other ! i G

. Amsw. We do ;:'? Shenid we not frequent.
Iy ask ench other, De vou walk closely with
God? Have vou now fellowship with the Fath-
er and the Son? At -what hour do you rise? Do
 vou punciualiy ebserve the morning and evening
- bours of retirement © Do you spend the day in
tive manher which the Conference advises? Do
 you sonverse seriously, usefuliy and closely?
‘To be more particular: Do vou use all the
mesns of grace yourseli, and enforee the use of
them on all other persons’ They are either in-
stituted or prudentinl. = ' :
- L The mstinuted are— |
1. Prayer—private, family. and pubh(. GO~
swtng of deprecution, petition, wtercession and
¢ o thazksgwing. Do vou use each of these ! Do
you forecust qaily, wherever you are, 1o secure
© time for p:.'.rvhu gevotios? Do you praclice if
everywhere Do vuv uﬁk everywhere, Have
- you family Prayer ,Ju vou ask individuals, Do
you use priv uie prayer every mwnmg wind v
ning in particuiar ’
2. Bearcuiug the Seriptures, by .
(1 .) Reading - coustanily BULLE st 1 un.u-j
dﬂ}'i rf*"u.'i.‘a!"\ all tue Bioiwe i u;um ,tskbali)

e S

ly, with noves ; m-.-_m_fm.sl} Wil prayer belore and.
after; {fruitiul WL e iaiel) Praclisitg  whial

%
YOu lenri Titienrs
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time appointed.. 3. Let your whole deportment
be serious, weighty, and solemn. 4. Always

~ suit your subject to your audience. 5. Choose
~ the plainest texts you can. 6. Take care not to

ramble, but keep to your text, and make out
what you take in hand. 7. Take care of any-
thing awkward or affected, either in your ges-

* ture, phrase, or pronun(:latlon 8. Do not usu-

ally pray eaxtempore, above-eight or ten minutes
(at most) without intermission. 9. Frequently

read and enlarge upon a portion of Scripture;

and let young preachers often exhort without

taking a text. 10. Always avail yourself of the

great festivals, by preaching on the occasion.”

SECTION IX.

| Of the Duty of Preachers to God, tkcmsd'ves, and

one another.

Quest 1. What is the duty of a preacher?
Answ. 1. To preach.

2. To meet the societies and classes

3. To visit the sick. R
4. To visit all the members and probationers

; on his circuit, at least once in three months; and

all the members of his congregation,” whenever
practlcable

. To preach out of doors wherever an atten-_

twe congregation can be found.

Quest. 2. How shall a preacher be quahﬁed :

for his charge ?

Answ. By v\alkmg closely with. God, and
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| h‘iwing his work greatly at heart; and by un-

derstanding and loving discipline, ours in par-

‘ticular.

Quest. 3. Do we sufficiently wateh over

- each other 7.

Answ. We do not. Should we not frequent-
ly ask each other, Do you walk closely with -

God? Have you riow fellowship with the Fath-

er and the Son ? At what hour do you rise? Do .

~ you punctually observe the morning and evening
‘ hon.g of retirement ? Do you spend the day in

the njanner which the Conference advises? Do -
you converse seriously, usefully and closely ?

‘To be more particular: Do you use all the

means of grace yourself, and enforce the use of
them on all other persons? They are either in-

stituted or prudential.

_ I. The instituted are—

1. Prayer—private, family, and pubhc con-
sisting of deprecation, petition, intercession and
thanksgiving. Do you use each of these ? Do -
you forecast daily, wherever you are, to secure

~ time for private devotion? Do you practice it

everywhere ?. Do you ask everywhere, Have
you family Prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do
you use private prayer every morning and eve-
ning in particular? B

2. Searching the Scriptures, by—

(1.) Reading: constantly, some part of every
day; regularly, all the Bible in order; careful-
ly, with notes ; seriously with prayer before and
after; fruitfully, immediately practising what
you learn there.
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~ (2.) Meditating: At set times? By rule? |
(3.) Hearing: Every opportunity 7 = With
prayer, before, af, aftel 7 Have you a Blble al-
ways about you? .
3. The Lord’s supper: Do you use this at ev-

~ ery opportunity ? 'With solemn prayer before ?
'With earnest and deliberate self-devotion ?

4. Fasting : Do you use as much abstinence
and fasting every week as your health, strength,
and labor will permit?

5. Christian conference: Are you convinced
how important and difficult it' is to order your

. conversation aright? 1Is it always in grace?
Seasoned with salt? Meet to minister grace to

the hearers ? Do you not converse too long at
atime? Is not an hour commonly enough?
Would it not be well always to have a deter-

" mined end in view? 'And to 'pray before and

after it ?

II. Prudential means we may use exther as
Christians, as Methodists, or as preachers.

1. As Christians: What particular rules have
you in order to grow in grace? What arts of

‘holy living ?

2. As Methodmts Do you never miss your
class? . - _ gy
3. As Preachers: Have you thoroughly con-
gidered your duty? And do you make a con-

. 8cience of executing every part of it? Do you

meet every society and their leaders ?
These means may be used without fruit. But
there aro some means which cannot; namely—
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. watching, denying ourselves, taking up . our

cross, exercise of the presence of God. :
1. Do you steadily watch against the World e
Yourself? Your besetting sin ?
2. Do you deny yourself every useless plea,s-
ure of sense ! Imagination ? Honor ? Are

- you temperate in all things? Instance in food:

(1.) Do you use only that kind and that degree

- which is best both for body and soul? Do, you

see the necessity of this? (2.) Do you eat no
more at each meal than is necessary ? Are you
not heavy. or drowsy after dinner? (3) Do you
use only that kind and that degree of drink

 which is best both for your body and soul? (4.)

Do you choose and use water for your common

drink? And only take wine medicinally or

sacramentally ? _,

3. Wherein do you take up your cross dally r
Do you cheerfully bear your cross, however
grievous to nature, as a gift of God, and labor

to profit thereby ?

4. Do you endeavor to set God always before
you? To see his eye continually fixed upon

you? Never can you use these means but a

blessing ‘will ensue. - And the more you use
them, the more you will grow in grace.

SECTION X.

Of ‘the Duties. of those who have the Chm‘rre of |
Circuits.

Quest. 1. What are the duties of the preach- '

er who has the special Chdl ge of a circult?
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Answ. . 2. To see that the other preachers in

his circuit behave well, and want nothing.

2. To nominate all the leaders subject to con-

firmation by the class, and to examine each of.

the leaders with all possible exactness, at least
once a quarter, concerning his method of lead-
ing his class.

3. To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts and
to see that the sacrament is administered at
least once in three months. ;

4. To take care that every soclety be dul}
supplied with books.

5. To take an exact account of all the mem-
bers in society in their respective circuits, keep-
ing the names of all local elders, deacons, and
preachers, pr0per1y distinguished, and deliver

such account to the Annual Conference that
- their number may be printed in the minutes..

6. To give an account of his ecircuit every
qumtel to the Chairman of the district.

7. To report to the Society, at least oncea
quarter, the names of those who have been re-

 ceived into the Church or exeluded therefrom

during the quarter; also the names of those

who have been received or dismissed by certifi-

cate, and of those who have died or have Wlth-
drawn fromthe Church.

Quest.” 2. What other directions shall we -

give him? |

Answ. Several. |

1. To take a regular catalogue of the socie-
ties in towns and cities, as thcy live in tlm
streets.
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2 To leave his successor a particular account
of the circuit, including an account of the sub-
seribers for our periodicals. : e

3. To enforce v1g0101isly, but calmly, all the

4. As soon as there are four believers in any .

:place to put them into a class.

5. To warn all, from time to time, that none
are to remove from one cireuit to another, with--
out a note of recommendation from the preacher
of the circuit, in these words:—“A. B., the
bearer has been an acceptable member of the
Free Methodist Church.”  And fo inform them
that without such a certificate, they will not be
received into the Church in other places.

6. To recommend everywhele decency and
cleanliness. -

7. To read the rules of the society, with the

'md of the other preachers, once a year in every -

conglegatmn, and onee a quarter in every so-
ciety.

8. The preacher who has the charge of a cir-
cuit shall appoint prayer meetings wherever he
can in his circuit. _

9. He shall take care that a fast be held m
every society in his ecircuit, on the Friday pre-
ceeding every quarterly meeting; and that a.

_ memomndum of it be written on all the class

papers.

N. B.—The pr eachers who have the oversight _
of circuits are required to execute all our rules
fully and strenuously against all frauds, and par-
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ticularly against dishonest msolvencles, suﬂ‘er-'
ing none to remain in our Church on any ac-
count who are found guﬂty,of any fraud.

Quest. 3. What can be done to supply the
circuits during the sittings of the Conferences ?

‘Amsw. 1. Let all the appointments stand ac- -
cording to the plan of the circuit.
2. Engage as many local preachers and ex-
horters as will supply them; and let them be
paid for their time in proportion to the allow-
ance of the traveling preachers.

3. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend,

et some person of ability be appointed in every

society, to sing, pray, and read one of Mr. Wes-
ley’s sermons.

- 4. But if that cannot be done, let there be
prayer meetmgs . _

- SECTION XI.
Of the Matter and Manner of Preaching.

Quest. 1. 'What is the best general method
of preaching ?

Answ 1. To convince. 2.'To offer Christ.

. 'To invite. 4. To build up. And to do this
in some measure in every sermon.

- Quest. 2. What is the most effectual way of
préaching Christ?

Answ. The most effectual way of preaching
Christ is, to preach himin all his offices : and to
declare his law, as well as his gospel, both to
believers and unbelievers. Let us strongly and
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closely mslst upon inward and outward holiness

S all its blanches

SECTION XII.

 Rules by which we should continue, or desist Jrom

Preaching at any place.

Quest 1. Is it advisable for us to preach in
as many places as we can, Wlthout iormmg any

~ societies ?

- Answ. By no means. We have made the

trial in various places, and that for a consider-

able length of time. But all the seed has fallen
by the way-side. Thele is scarcely any fruit
remaining,

Quest. 2. Where should  we endeavor to -

. preach most?
Answ. 1. Where there is the greatest num- i

ber of quiet and willing hearers.
2. Where there is most fruit.
- Quest. 3. Ought we not diligently to observe

in what places God is pleased at any time to

pour out his Spirit more abundantly ?

Answ. We ought; and at that time to send
more laborers than usual into that part of the
harvest.

- SECTION XIII.

- Of "Vz'_sitz'ng from House to House, Guarding

" agaimst those things that are so common to
Professors, and enforcing Practical Religion.

Quest. 1. How can we further assist those
under our care? - )

&
iz
- L -.-_‘e"
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houses. What unspeakable need is there of

this! The world says, ¢ The Methodists are no .

better than other people.”” This is not true in the
general: but, 1. Personal religion, eithet tow-

ards God or man, is too superficial among us.

We can but just touch on a few particulars.

- How little faith is there among us! How little

communion with God; how little living in hea-
ven, walking in eternity, deadness to every crea-
ture! How much love of the world! Desire

~ of pleasure, of ease, of getting money! How
~ little brotherly love! What continual judging
“one another! What gossiping, evil-speaking,
- tale-bearing! What want of moral honesty !
. To instance only one particular: who does as
- he would be done by in buying and selling ?

2. Family religion is wanting in many branch-

es. And what avails public preaching alone,

though we could preach like angels? We must,
yea, every traveling preacher must, instruct the
people from house to house. Till this be done,
and that in good earnest, Methodlsts will be no
better.

Our religion i8 not suﬂiclently _deep, universal,
‘uniform; but superficial, partial, uneven. It

will be so until we spend half as much time in
this visiting, a8 we now do in talking uselessly.
Can we find a better method of doing this than

- Mr. Baxter’s? If not, let us adopt it without

delay. His whole tract, entitled The Reformed
Pastor, is well worth a careful perusal. Speak-

Answ. By 1nst1uctmg them at their own -
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ing of this visiting from hom to house, he says,
“We shall find many hmdlanccs both in our-
selves and the people.”

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and la-
ziness, so that there will be much ado to get us
to be faithful in the work.

2. We have a base, man-pleasing tempe1 8O
that we let them perish rather than lose their
love; we let them go quietly to hell lest we

- should offend them.

B 3. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness.

. "We know not how to begin, and blush to contra-
dict the devil. . |

4. But the greater hmdlance 18 weakness of
faith. Our whole motion is weak, because the
spnng of it is weak.

5. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work.
How few know how to deal with men so as to
get within them, and suit all our discourse to
‘their several conditions and tempers: to choose
the fittest subjects, and follow them with a holy
mixture of seuousnt,ss, terror, love and meek- :
. ness ! !
But undoubtedly thla prlva.te apphcatlon is '_ E
implied in those solemn words of the apostle: e
i «] charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus |
: _ Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead i/
at his appearing, preach the word: be instant
{ in season, out of season: reprove, rebuke, ex-
; hort, with all long-suffering.” '
b O, brethren, if we could but set this work on
% | foot in all our socwtws, and prosecute it zeal-
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ously, what glory would redound to God? If

“the common Jlukewarmness were banished, and '

every shop and every house busfed in speaking

~ of the word and works of God, surely God
would dwell in our habltatlons, and make us his

delight.

And this is absolutely necessary to the wel-

fare of our people,some of whom neither repent
" nor believe to this day. Look ’round, and see

how many of them are still in apparent danger

- of damnation. And how can you walk, and
talk, and be merry with such people, when you .

know their case? When you look them in the

face, you should break forth into tears, as the

prophet did when he looked upon Hazael, and
then set on them with the most vehement exhor-

tations. O, for God’s sake, and the sake of

poor souls, bestir yourselves, and spare no pains

- that may conduce to their salvation !

‘What cause have we to bleed before the Lord
that we have so long neglected this good work ?

" If we had but engaged in it sooner, how many
more might have been brought to Christ! And °

how much holier and happier might our socie-
ties have been before now! And why might we

not have done it sooner? There were many

hindrances ; and so there always will be. But

the greatest hindrance is in ourselves, in our lit-

tleness of faith and love.

But it is objected, I. **This 'will-.take up so
much time, we shall not have leisure to follow
our studies.” We answer, 1. Gaining knowl-
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edgé is a g‘obd thing, but saving souls 18 better.
2. By this very thing you will gain the most ex-

~cellent knowledge, that of God-and eternity. 2.

You will have time for gaining other knowledge
too. Only sleep no more than you need; “and
never be idle, or triflingly employed.” But, 4. If
you can do but one, let your studies alone. We

ought to throw by all the libraries in the world,

rather than be guilty of the loss of one soul.

It is objected, II. “The people will not sub-
mit_ to it.”” If some will not, others will, | And

- the success with them will repay all your labor.

O let us herein follow the example of St. Paul!
1. For our. general business, Serving the Lord

with all humility of szd 2. Our special work,

Talke heed to yourselves and to all the flock. 3.
Our doctrine, Repentance toward God, and faith

- toward our Lord Jesus Christ. - 4. The place, I

have taught you publicly, and from house to house.
5. The object and manner of teaching, I cease
not to warn every one night and day, with tears.
6. His innocence and self-denial herein, I have
coveted mo man’s silver or gold. 7. His patience,
Neither count I my life dear unto myself. And
among all other motives, let these bé ever before
our eyes: 1. The Church wlhich he hath pur-
chased with his own blood. 2. Grievous wolves
shall enter in: yea, of yourselves shall men arise,
spealn mg perverse things. s
Write this upon your healts, and it. will do
you more good than twenty years’ study. Then
you will have no time to spare; you will have .
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work enough. Then, likewise, no preacher will
stay with us who is as salt that has lost its sa-
vour. For to such this employment will be
mere drudgery. And in order to it, you will
have need of all the knowledge you can procure,
and grace you can attain. .

The sum is, Go into every house in course,
and teach every one therein, young and . old, to
be Christians, inwardly and outwardly; make
every particular plain to their understandings;
fix it in their minds; write it on their hearts.
In order to this there must be line upon line,

precept upon precept. What patience, what

love, what knowledge is requisite for this! We

- must needs do this, were 16 only to aveid ‘idle-

ness. Do we not loiter away many hours in

every week ? Each try himself; no idleness is.

consistent with a growth in grace. Nay, with-

out exactness in redeeming time, you cannot

retain the grace you receive in justification.
Quest. 2. Why are we not more holy ? Why
do we not live in eternity ? . Walk with God all
the day long ? Why are we not, we all, devoted
to good‘? Breathing the whole. spirit of mis-

. slonaries ?

Answ. Chleﬁy because we are enthuuasts
looking for the end without using the means.
To touch only upon two or three instances:—

- -Who of us rises [at four, or even at five, when

we do not preach? Do we know the obligation
and benefit of fasting or abstinence? Tlow fof-
ten do we practice it ? The neglect of this
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alone is suﬁiment to account for our fwbleness_

and faintness of spirit. We are continually

grieving the Holy Spirit of God by the habitual
neglect of a plain duty. Let us amend fmm this

hour.
~ Quest. - How shall we guard against Sabbath
breaking, evil speaking, unprofitable conversa-
tion, lightness, expensiveness or gayety of ap-
parel, and contracting dobts Wlthout due care to
discharge them,? et

Answ. 1. Let us preach express]y on -each

of these heads. 2. Read in every society the
sermon on evil speaking. 3. Let the leaders
closely examine and exhort every person to put

away the accursed thing. 4. Let the preachers

warn every society that none who is guilty herein
can remain with us. 5. Extirpate out of our
Church buying or 'sel]i_ng goods which have not
paid the duty laid upon them by government.
Let none remain with us who will not-totally
abstain from this evil in every kind and degree.
Extirpate bribery, receiving anything, directly
or indirectly, for voting at any election. Show
no respect to persons herein, but expel all that
touch the-accursed thing. And strongly advise

our people to discountenance all treats given by

candidates before or at elections, and not to be

- * partakers, in. any 1espe(,t ot such iniquitous

practices.
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SECTION XIV.
Of Sunday Schools, and the Religious Instruction
of Children.

‘Quest. 1. What shall we do for the moral
and religious instruetion of the children ?

Answ. 1. It shall be the special duty of
preachers having charge of circuits, with the
aid of the other preachers, to form Sunday

Schools in all our congregations where ten child-
‘ren.can be collected for that purpose, and to -

engage the co-operation of as many of our mem-

bers as they can; to visit the schools as often

as practicable; to preach on the subject of Sun-
day Schools and religious instruction in each

congregation at least once in six months; and

to form Bible classes wherever they can for the
instruction of larger children and youth, and
where they cannot superintend them personally,
to see that suitable teachers are. provided for
that purpose. :

2. It shall also be the duty of preachersto en- -

fores faithtully upon parents and Sunday School
‘teachers,’the great importance of instructing
children in the doctrines and duties of our holy
religion ; to see that our catechisms be used as
extensively as possible, both in our Sunday

~ Schools.and families; to preach to the children

and publicly catechise them in the Sunday

Schools, and a speom.l meetings appomtud for

that purpose.’
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3. It shall be the duty of every.preacher in
his pastoral visits, to pay special attention to
the children, speaking to them persbnally and
kindly on the subject of experimental and prae-
tical godliness, according to their capacity, pray
earnestly for them, and diligently instruet and
exhort all parents to dedicate their children to.
the Lord, in baptism, as early as convenient,
4. Each preacher in charge shall lay before
the Quarterly Conference, to be entered on its
Journal, the number and state of the Sunday
Schools and Bible classes in his charge, and the
extent to which he has preached to the children
and catechised them, and make the required re-
port on Sunday Schools to his Annual Confer-
ence. - ) -

| SECTION XYV. |
Of employing our Time profitably, when we are

- mot Traveling, or engaged in Public Exercises.
Quest.. 1. What gcnelal method of employ—-

ing our time shall we advise?

~ Answ. We advise you, 1. As often as possi-

ble to rise at four. 2. From four to five in the

morning, and from five to six in the evening, to

ameditate, pray, and read the Scriptures with

notes, and the closely practical parts of what
- Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From six in the
morning till twelve, (allowing an hour for break-
fast,) read, with much prayer, some of our best
;'eligio‘us tracts. =
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Quest. 2. Why is it that people under our

care are not better ? 2kl )

Answ. Other reasons may concur, but the
chief is, because we are not more knowing and
more holy.

Quest. 3. But why are we not more knowing?

Answ. Because we are idle. 'We forget our
first rule, ¢ Be diligent. Never be unemployed.
Never be triflingly employed. Neither spend
any more time at any place than is strictly ne-
cessary.” We fear there is altogether a fault
in this matter, and that few of us are clear.
Which of us spend as many hours a day in
God’s work as we did formerly in man’s work ?
We talk,—talk or read what comes next to

- hand. 'We must, absolutely must, cure this
~evil, or betray the cause of God. But how?

1. Read the most useful books, and that regu- -
larly and coristantly. 2. Steadily spend all the .
morning in this employment, or at least five
hours in th‘; four and twenty. ¢ But I have no

. taste for reading.” Contract a taste for it by

use,  or return to your former employment.
‘“ But I have no books.”” Be diligent to spread
the backs, and you will have the use of them.

SECTION XVI.

Of the mecessity of union among ourselves.

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we have
known) of the evil of a division in prineiple,
spuit, or praclice; and the dreadful consequen-
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" ces to ourselves and others, If we are united,

what can stand before us? If we divide, we

. shall destroy ourselves, the work of God, and the

souls of our people.

‘union with each other?

Answ. 1. Let us be deeply com;’meed of the
absolute nccesmty of 1it.

3. When we meet, let us never part without
prayer.

4. Take great care not to despise ea(,h other’s
glfts 3

5. Never speak lightly of each other.

7. Labor in honor each to prefer the other
before himself. |

8. We recommend a serious perusal of The
Causes, Evils and Cures of Heart and Church
Divisions.

SECTION XVIL

Local Preachers.

Quest. What directions shall be gwen con-

cerning local preachers ?
1. The Quarterly Conference shall fake cog-
nizance of all the local preachers in the cireuit,

~and shall enquire into the gifts, labors and useful-

ness of each preacher by name.

Quest. What can be done in order to a closer

2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to,
~each other.

6. Let us defend each other’s character in
everyﬁh‘ing, so far as is consistent with truth,
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2. A licensed local preacher shall be eligible

* to the office of a Deacon, after he has preached
four years from the time he received a regular

license, and has obtained a recommendation

from the Quarterly Conference, a.fter proper ex- -
amination.

3. A local Deacon shall be eligible to the of-

. fice of an Elder, after he has preached four

years from the time he was ordained a deacon, -
and has obtained a recommendation from the
Quarterly Conference of which he is a member,

“certifying his qualifications in doctrine, disci-

pline, talents, and usefulness, sxgned by the

~ President and Secretary.

4. Every local Elder, Deacon or Preacher,
shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference
where -he belongs, for his Christian character,
and the faithful pérformance of his ministerial
office. He shall have his name recorded on the

- journal_ of said Conference, and also enrolled

on a class paper, and shall meet in class; and

 in neglect of the above duties, the Quarterly

Conference, if they judge it proper, may deprive

‘him of his ministerial office. And when a

preacher is located, or discontinued by an An-
nual Conference, he shall be amenable to the
Quarterly Conference of the circuit where he
‘had his last appointment, or at the place where
he shall reside at the time of his lucation.

‘5. Let the appointments be so arranged as
to give the local preachers regular and systcm- |
atic employment on the Sabbath.
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CHAPTER 1V.
OF THE MEANS OF éR4cE.
 SECTION I
Of Public Worship.

Qnest. 1, What directions shall be given for
the establishment of uniformity in public wor-

- ship among us, on the Lord’s day ?

Answ. 1. Let the morning service' consist
of singing, prayer, the reading of a chapter out

of the Old Testament, and another out of the

New, and preaching.

2. Let the afternoon service conslst of sing-
ing, prayer, the reading of one or two chapters
out of the Bible, and preaching. . '

3. Let the evening service consist of singing,

- prayer and preaching.

4. But on. the days of administering the
Lord’s supper, the two chapters in the mornmg

-service may be omitted.

5. In administering the ordinances, and in the
burial of the dead, let the form of Discipline in-
variably be used” Let the Lord’s prayer also
be used on all’ occasions of  public worrhip in
concluding the first prayer, and the apostolie .
benediction in dismissing the congregation.

6. Let the society be met, wherever it is
practicable, on the Sabbath day. _

Quest. 2. Is there not a great indecency
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sometimes practiced among us, namely, talking
in the congregation before and after services.
 How shall this be cured ?. '

Answ. Let all the ministers and preachera :
Jom as one man, and enlarge on the impropriety
of talking before or after service; and strongly
exhort those that are concerned, to do it no
more. In three months, if we are in éarnest,
this vile practice will be banished out of every
Methodist congregation. Let none stop till he
has carried his point. : ‘

- SECTION IL |
- Of the Spirit and truth of Singing.

Quest. How shall we guald agamst formahty

~ in singing? |

Answ. 1. Choose su(,h hymns as are proper
for the occasion, and do not sing too much at
once. Seldom more than four or five verses.

- 2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment,
- and do not suffer the people to sing too slow.

3. In every society let due attention be given
to the cultwatlon of' sacred music. '

4. If you cannot sing yourself, let one or
two be chosen in each society to lead the Bmg- |
mg

5. As singing is a part of Divine worship, in
which all ought to unite, therefore exhort every
person in the gougwgatmn to sing, not one in

_- ten only.
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6. In no case let there be instrumental mu-
sic or choir singing in our public worship.

'SECTION IIL.
Of Class-Meetings.
1. Letno person not a member of our Church,
be admitted to a class meeting, w:thout the con-

sent of the Leader. -
2. Let each Leader carefully inquire how

every soul of his class prosperg.-not-esty-how

. each person observes the outward rules, but -

how he glows 111 the knowledge and love of

3. Let the Leaders converse with those who
have the char ge of their circuits.

4. Let improper Leaders be changed. s

5. Let the Leaders fr equently meet each oth- |
er’s classes.

6. Let us observe thch Leaders are the
most useful ; and let these meet the other clas-
ses as often as possible.

7. See that all tgzLeaders be not only men
of sound ]udgmen but men truly devoted to
God.

8. Whenever a clasa becomes destltute of a
Leader, the Preacher in charge shall appoint
one to fill the vacancy untll the next annual So-
ciety Meeting.

9. There shall be a General Cla.ss Meetmcr held
in each society the first Sabbath in every month.

Quest. What shall we do with those mem-
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bers of our Church who wﬂfully and repeatedly
- neglect to meet their clags? -

Answ. 1. Let the Elder, Deacon,. or one of
the Preachers visit them, whenever it is practica-
ble, and- explain to them the consequence if
they continue to neglect, namely, exclusion.

- . 2. If they do not amend, let them be brought
. to trial for negleet of duty |

SECTION IV
Of Love Feasts.

1. Let a Love Feast be held on each clrcult_
at least once in three months.

2. Let no person not a member of our Chureh,
be admitted to our Love Feasts without the
consent of the preacher having charge of the
same.

3. Let our Love Feasts be held Wlth closed
doors.

CHAPTER V.

OF DRESS AND MARRIAGE.
SECTION .I.
Of Dress.

Quest. Should we msrst on the rules concern-
~ ing dress ?

Answ. By all means. This is no time to
give encouragement to superfluity of apparel.
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Therefore, receive none into the Church till
. they have left off superfluous ornaments. In

order to this: 1. Let every one who has charge
of a circuit, read Mr. Wesley’s Thoughts upon
Dress, at least once a year in -every society.
2. In visiting the classes be very mild, but very
strict. 3: Allow of no exempt case; better one
suffer than many.

SECTION IT.
Of Marriage.

Quest. 1. Do we observe any evil which has
prevmled i, our Church with respect to mar-
riage ?

Answ. Many, of our members have married

with unawakened persons. This has produced

bad effects’; they have been either hindered for:
life, or have turned back to perdition.

Quest. 2, What can be done to discOurage
this ?

Answ. 1. Let every preacher pubhcly enforee
the apostle’s command, “ Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers.” 2 Cor. vi, 4.

2. Let all be exhorted to take no step in so-
weighty a matter, without advising w1th the’

. most serious of their brethren.

Quest. 3. Ought any woman to marry with-
out the eonsent of her parents ? 2
Answ. In géneral she ought not. Yet there
may be exceptions; For if, 1. A woman believe
it to be her d_uty to marry: if, 2. Her parents

Ll
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absolutely refuse to let her marry any Christian:
then she may, nay; ought to marry without
their consent. . Yet even thén a Methodist
preacher oughtinot to be married to her.

We do not prohibit’ our people from marrying

persons who are not of our Church, provided
- such persons have the form,and are seeking the
- power of godliness; but we are determined to

discourage their marrying persons who do not

come up to this description.

CHAPTER VI.
OF CHURCH‘-TRII:ALS..
SECTION I.

og the T«rml of Mzmsters and Me

1 Every crime fmbldden 1in the word of God

sufficient to exclude a person from the kmgd' '
‘of grace and glory, shall subject a minister or ™
‘member to expulsion from the Church.

2. The neglect of dutfies required by the
word of God, or the indulgence of sinful tem-
pers, words or actions, shall subject the person
so offending to private reproof by the official

member of the Church, having the oversight of

the offending brother; and in case of persistence
after proper ‘ulmomtmn and lahor, to trial -and

expulsion.
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3. Any preacher or member against whom a
charge is brought, shall be furnished by the per-
gon bringing the charge, or by the presiding of-
ficer of the tribunal to which he is judicially
responsible, with a copy of the charges against

him, at least fourteen days before the trial, un- '

less all the parties shall agree upon an earlier
time for the trial.

4. An accused party shall be entitled to the
assistance of such counsel as he may select
trom the members or ministers of our Church.

5. When charges are preferred against a
member, the preacher shall call a meeting of the
- society, who shall select a committee of not less
than thr e, nor more than nine, to try the case.
‘Both the ‘accused and accuser shall have the
right of challenge for cause, the validity of °
which shall be détermined by the society. If
the accused be a female, she shall be tried be-
fore a. committee of females if she so desires. .
The preacher in charge shall preside af the
trial of members; but the chairman of the
district may for sufficient reasons, appoint some
other preacher of the dlstl ict to pr usxde at any
particular trial. .

Any member who has been tried and convlct- ,
~ed by a committee shall be entitled to an appeal
to the next Quarterly Conference, provided he
did not \oluntmlly absent himself from the trial,
and provided he gave notice of his intention to
-appeal at the time of his condemnation, or as
soon thereafter as he was notified thereof.
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6. An accused local preacher shall be tried
by the Quarterly Conference of which he is a
member, or by a committee of not less than
" three, nor more than nine, local preachers, called

by the chairman of the district, who shall pre-
~ side at the trial. Anylocal preacher feeling ag-
grieved at the decision of his case, shall be al-
lowed an appeal to the ensuing session of the
Annual Conference. :

7. If a charge of immorality is brought
~ against a traveling preacher in the intervals of
- the Annual Conference, the chairman of the
- district shall call a committee of not less than
three, nor more than six, traveling preachers,
and an equal number of laymen who were mem-
- bers of the last Annual Conference, who shall
have power to suspend until the next session of
the Annual Conference, with whom shall rest
the decision of the case.

8. Each Annual Conference shall-ha¥
~nal jurisdiction over all the preachers belonging
thereto, and shall have power to reprove, sus-
pend, locate for inefficiency or want of useful-
ness, or expel according to the nature of the
case, and as nghteousness may require. All
cases brought before an Annual Conference,
either by complaint or by appeal, may be refer-
red to a committee of six from each branch,
‘'who in the presence of the President of the
Conference, either during its session or after its
adjournment, shall try the case and decide it
upon its merits; and their decision shall have
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the same effect as that of the Annual Confer—
ence. -

shall appoint a standing committee on appeals,
- composed of four ministers, and four members
from each of the Annual Conferences, who
shall, if necessary, hold a session once a year,
for the purpose of trying all appeals that may
be taken by any traveling preachers from the
- decision of an Annual Conference. The Presi-
dent of the General Conference, or one of the
superintendents, shall preside at the trial of ap-
peal cases. Nine members of the committee
on appeals shall constitute a quorum.

10. In all trials the proceedings shall be taken

* down by a Secretary appointed by the court;
and when an appeal is taken, the case shall be

decided from the tesmmony as it appears upon
the record.

11. After such forms of trial and expulsmn,
such persons shall have no privileges of society

or of rcraments in our Church, without contri-

 tion, confession, and satisfactory reformation.

SECTION II.
Of Insolvencies, and the settlement of Disputes.

Quest. 1. How shall disputes between mem-
bers of our Church concerning the payment of .

debts or otherwise be settled?
“Answ. 1. On any dispute between two or
more of the members of our Church concernmg

9. The Genela,l Conference at each sessmn, |
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the payment of 'débts, of o‘ltherwise, which cah-

‘not be settled by the parties concerned, the

preacher who has the charge of the circuit shall
inquire infto the circumstances of the case; and

. shall recommend to the contending parties a re-

ference, consisting of one arbiter chosen by the
plaintiff, and another chosen by the defendant:
which two arbiters so chosen shall nominate the
third ; the three 'l.I’bltGIS bemﬂr membels of our
Church.

But if one of these parties be dissatisfied
with the judgment given, such party may apply
to the ensuing Quarterly Conference for allow-
ance to have a second arbitration appointed ;
and if the Quarterly Conference see sufficient
reason, they shall grant a second arbitration,
in which case each party shall choose two ar-
biters, and the four arbiters shall choose a fifth,
the judgment of the majority of whom shall be
final; and any person refusing to abide by such

'judgmen_t shall be excluded the Church.

And if any member of our Church shall re-
fuse, in case of debt or other disputes, to refer
the matter to arbitration, when recommmended

by him who has the charge of the cireuit, or

ghall enter into a lawsuit with another member
before these measures are taken, he shall be ex-’
pelled, unless the case be of such a nature as to
require or justify a process at law.

2. Whenever a complaint is made against any
member of our Church for non-payment of debt,

_ when the accounts are adjusted, and the ameunt
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ascertained, the preacher having the charge shall . :

call the debtor before a committee of at least

three, to show cause why he does not make pay-
ment. The committee shall determine what

further time shall be gl‘aﬁd him for payment,
.given for payment;
and in case the debtor refuses to comply he shall

be expelled; but in such case he may appeal to =
- the Quarterly Conference, and their decision

shall be final. And in case the creditor complains

that justice is not done him, he may lay his

grievance before the Quarterly Conference, and

their decision shall be final; and if the creditor

refuse to comply he shall be expelled.
Quest. 2. What shall be done in case of in-
solvency on the part of any of our members?

Answ. 1. The preachers who have the over-

sight of circuits are required to execute all our
rules fully and strenuously against all® frauds,
and particularly against dishonest insolvencies ;

~ suffering none to remain in our Church on any

account who are guilty of any fraud.
2. To prevent scandal, when any of our mem-

bers fail in business, or contract debts which they -
~ are not able to pay, let two or three judicious

members of the Church inspect the accounts,

_contracts, and circumstances of the case of the

supposed delinquent; and if he has behaved
dishonestly, or borrowed money without a prob-
ability of paying, let him be expelled.

"




OF BAPTISM.

HAPTER VII

THE ORDER OF - BAPTISM
- SECTION L
_ Of Baptism.

1. Let every adult person, and the parents of
every child to be baptized, have the choice elther
- of immersion, sprinkling, or pouring.
2. We will on no account whatever make a
charge for administering paptism, or for burymg
the dead .

SECTION II.

The Ministration of Baptism to Infants.

The minister coming to the font, whjeh is to be filled
with pure water, shall use thefollowing :
\ ta

Dearlybeloved; foraspawth as our Saviour
Christ saith, None can epter into the kmgdom o
God, except he be regénerate and born anew of
water and of the Holy Ghost; I beseech you to
call upon God ‘the Father, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous merey he will
grant to this child that thing which by nature he
cannot have, that he may be baptized with wat-

:f “er and the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s
o holy Ohurch and be made a lively member of tho :
o same. .
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. Then shall tha mzmstcr say,
Let us pray.

. Almighty and everlasting God, we beseech
thee, for thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt
look upon this child: wash him and sanctify
him with the Holy Ghost; that e being deliv-
ered from thy wrath, may be received into the
ark of Christ’s Church, and being steadfast in
faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in love,
may so pass the waves of this troublesome
world, that finally ke may come to the land of
everlasting life; there to reign with thee, world
without end, thlough Jesus Chust our Lord.
Amen.

- O ‘merciful God, grant that the old Adam in
this child may be so buried, that the new man -
may be raised up in kim. Amen.

-Grant that all carnal affections may die in Aim,
and that all thmgs belonging to the Spmt may

live and grow in him. Amen.

Grant that ke may have power and atlength

to have victory, and to triumph against the devil,
. the world; and the flesh. Amen.

Grant that whosoever is-dedicated to thee by
our office and ministry may also be endued with
heavenly virtues, and everlastingly rewarded

“through thy mercy, O blessed Lord God, who

dost llvc and govern all -things, world mthout
end. Amen.

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dear-
ly-beloved Son Jesus Christ died for the forgive-
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~ness of our sins, and gave command: :nt to his
disciples that they shounld go tewcu ull nations,
and baptue them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, regard, we
beseech thee, the supplications of thy congrega-
tion ; sanctify this water for this holy sacrament;
~and grant that this child now to be baptized may
receive. the fullness of thy grace, and ‘ever ‘re- .

main in the number of thy faithful and elect
children, through Jesus Chr‘ia-t our Lo'rd‘ Amen.

. Then skall the pcbpte stand up ; and tke minister
. shall say,

~ Hear the words of the Gospel written by St.
Mark, in the tenth Chapter, at the thirteenth
verse. .

They brought young thldren to Christ, that
he should touch them. ~And his disciples re-

buked those that brought them ; but when Jesus -
saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto

them, Suffer little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of
God. - Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child,
he shall not enter therein. And he took them
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and
blessed them. :

" Then the minister shall take the child into his hands, and
_say to the friends of the child,

Name this child.
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And then naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or pour
 water upon it, if desired, immerse it in water, saying,

Vs NI baptiiel thee in the name of the Father,
E el and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Tkm ehan be said, all Imeehng,

Our Father who art in he}?taﬁ-ha\llowed be
_thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven : give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
- we forgive them that trespass against us; and
‘lead "us not into témptation, but deliver us from
evil. Amen.

Then 3bal?. the minister conclude wuk e:ctempomry
' prayer.

SECTION 0L
The Ministration of Baptzsm to such as are of |
Raper Yea'rs

Dearly Beloved,, Smce all men are by natum
ginners, and have nothing in themselves by which
they can be delivered from the guilt and pollu-
tion of sin, and attain to that heliness without
which no man can see the Lord, we invite you
to join with us in fervent prayer-for these per- -
sons, that they may have grace always to keep

- their Covenant with God, and that they may con-
| tinually enjoy the wa:-ihing of regeneration, and
- the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
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*T'hen shall the minister say,

Almighty and immortal God, the aid. of all

- that need, the helper of all that flee to thee for

succor, the life of them that believe, and the
resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee for

these persons ; that they, coming to thy holy bap-

tism, may receive the inward baptism of the
Holy Ghost. Receive them, O Lord, as thou

- hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, saying

Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: so
give now unto us that ask ; letus that seek, find ;
open the gate unto us that knock; that these

_persons may enjoy the everlasting benediction of
* thy heavenly washing, and may come to the eter-
« nal kingdom which thou hast promised by Chnst
_our L01d Amen e

Then shall the people. staﬂd up, -a'nd the minister shall say,

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St.

John, in the tlurd chapter.

- Verily, venly, I say unto thée, Except 2, man
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said

~ unto thee, Ye must ‘be born again. The wind
_bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the

sound thereof, buf thou canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth : g0 is every one

. that is born of the met
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_ Thm tke minister skall speak to zke person to be bapuzed
on this wise.

~ 'Well Beloved, who are come hither, desiring
t» receive holy baptism, ye have heard how the
congregation hath prayed that our Lord Jesus
Christ would vouchsave to receive you, and bless
_you, to release you of your sins, to give you the
kingdom of heaven, and everlasting life. And
dur Lord Jesus Christ hath promised, in his holy
word, to grant all those things that we have
sprayed for: which promise he for his part will
most surely keep and perform. '
‘Wherefore, after this promise made by Chrlst
you must also faithfully.for your part, promise,
in the presence of this whole congregation, that
you will renounce the devil and all ‘his works, '
and constantly believe God’s holy word, and
obediently keep his commandments.

Then shall the minister demand o f each of ;}w persons to
be baptized, severally.

Quest.  Dost thou resounce the devil and all
| his works, the vain pomp and glory of the
& -world, with all covetous desires of the same,
| " and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that thou
wilt net follow or be led by them? -

‘Answ. I renounce them all.

Quest. Dost thou believe in God the I a.ther
“Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and in
# ~ Jesus Christ - his only begotten Son, our Lord?

and that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
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born of the Vir gume y 1 that he suffered under
Pontious Pilate, was crucified, dead and bumed
~ that ' he rose again the third day; that he -
conded into heaven, and sitteth at the right hard
of God the Father Almighty, and from thence
shall come again, at the end of the'world- te

“~Fjudge the quick and the dead?

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost the
communion of saints ; the remission of sins ; the

resurrection of the body, and everlasting life af-
ter death ? P - _
~ Answ. All this I steadfastly believe.
- Quest. 'Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ?
Answ. This is my desive. . ,
Quest. 'Wilt thou then obedlent]y keep God's
- holy will and commandments, and walk in the
same all the days of thy life?

Answ. 1 will endeavor 80 to do, God bemg
my helper

W

Then sha the mmzster say,

0O memlful God, gra.nt that the old Adam in _
these persoms may be so buried, that the new
man may be raised up in them. Amen.

‘Grant that all carnal affections may die 111_'
them, and that all things belonging to the Spirit
may live and grow in them. Amen.

Grant that they may have power and stlength
to have victory, and triumph against the devil,
the world, and the flesh. Amen. & :

Grant that they being here dedicated to thee
by our office and ministry, may also be endued
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- with

eavenly virtues, and everlastingly re-
&d, through thy mercy, O blessed Lord God,
‘who dost live and govern all things, world with-
ont end. . Amen.

' Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly- '
beloved Son Jesus Christ, died for the forgive-
ness of our sins; aud gave commandment to his
disciples that they should go teach all nations,
and baptize them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: regard, we
beseech thee, the supplications of this congrega-
tion; and grant that the persons now to be bap-
'vtlzed may receive the fullness of thy grace, and
ever remain in the number of thy faithful and
elect children, through Jesus Christ onr Lord.
Amen.

Then shall the minister take each person to be ‘baptized by
the right hand: and placing kim conveniently by the
font, according to his discretion, shall ask the name; .
and then shall ‘sprinkle or pour water upon him, (or if
he shall desire it, shall immerse him in water,) saying,

“N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer, all kneeling. Con-
cluding with extemporary prayer, and the benediction.
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CHAPTER VIII_

THE LORD S SUPPER

SECTIQN 1
Geneml Dzrectwns

1. N o person ghall be admitted to the Lord’s
Supper among us who is guilty of any immoral

or unchristian practice for which we would ex-
-clude a member of our Church. '

2. All persons properly included in the gen-

_eral-invitation may be allowed to partake of the
Lord’s Supper among us. -

SECTION IL

' The Order Jor the Admmzstmtwn of the Lord’

Suppe'r

' The elder shall say one or more of these sentences:

Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven. Matt. v, 16.
~Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where. moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth’ corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal. Matt.
vi, 19, 20,

1
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Whatsoever ye would that men should do to .
you, do ye even so unto them: for this is the law
and the prophets. Matt. vii, 12. _

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he Y
‘that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. Matt. vii, 21.

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor; and if I have taken anything from any
man, by false accusatlon, I restore him fourfold,

Luke xix, 19.
He which soweth sparmgly shall reap also

sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully shall
- reap also bountifully. Every man according as
he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
~ grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a
cheerful giver. 2 Coriix, 6,7, |
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith. Gal. vi, 10.
~ Godliness with contentment is great gain; for ‘
we brought nothing into this world, and it is - ;’
~ certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim.vi, 6,7. = - |
Charge them that are rich in this world, that
they be ready to distribute, willing to communi-
cate, laying up. in store for themselves a good
foundation against the time to come, that they
may lay hold on eternal life. - 1 Tim. vi, 17, 19.
God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labor of love, which ye have showed toward
his name, in that ye have ministered to the
gaints, and do minister. Heb. vi, 10.
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CHAPTER VIII.
- THE LORD’S SUPPER.

SECTION 1.

General Dzrcctwns

Al No person shall be admitted to ’}he Lord’s
Supper among us who is guilty of any immoral
or unchristian practice for which we would ex-
clude a member of our Church.

. 2. All persons properly included in the gen-
eral invitation may be allowed to partake of the
Lord’s Supper among us. i

SECTION II. -

The 0rde'r for the Admmzstmtwn of the ‘Lord’s
Supper.

The elder shall say one or more of these sentences:

Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven. = Matt. v, 16

Lay mot up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: but lay’
up for yourselves treasures in. heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break ﬂ]lOll“’h nor steal. Matt.
vi, 19, 20.
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Whatsoever yé would that men should do to

you, do ye even so unto them: for this is the law

and the prophets. Matt. vii, 12. *
Not every one that saith unto me, -Lord, Lord
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven but he
that doeth the will of my l*a,thel which is in
heaven. Matt. vii, 21.
- Zaecheus stood, and said unto the Lord Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor; and if I have taken anything from any
man, by false accusation, I restore him fourfold

Luke xix, 19.
He wiich soweth spalmgly shall reap a.lso

sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also'bountiﬁilly Every man according as
he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not .
grudgingly, or .of necess f01 God loveth a
cheerful giver. 2 Cor /W

" As we have therefore opportunity, let us do
good unto all men, especially unto them who are
‘of the household of faith. Gal. vi, 10.

B P -

Godliness with contentment is great gain; for '

we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim. vi, 6,7.

Charge them that are rich in this world, that
- they be ready to distribute, willing to communi-
cate, laying up in store for themselves a good

foundation against the time to co.ue, that they

may lay hold on eternal life. 1 Tim. vi, 17, 19.

God is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labor of love, which ye have showed tow ard
his name, in that ye have ministered to the
saints, and do minister. Heb. vi, ]0

*
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To do good, and to communicate, forget not ;
for with such sacrifices God 18 Well pleased.
Heb. xiii, 16. - | '

‘Whoso hath this world’s. good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels
of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love
of God in him? . 1 John iii, 17. R

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto
the Lord ; and that which he hath g'ivan will he-
pay him again. Prov. xix, 17.

Blessed is he that considereth the poor ; the
Lord will dehver him in tnne of trouble. Psalm
XHs 1

While these sentences are being read, let a collection be
; taken up.

After which the elder shall say,

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your
ging, and are in love and charity with your
‘neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, follow-
ing the commandments of God, and walking
from henceforth in his holy ways; draw near

with faith, and take this holy sacrament to -
~ your comfort: and make your humble confes-
sion to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon.
“your knees.

_ Then shall this general confession be made by the minister
in the name of all those who are minded to receive the
holy communion, both he and all the people kncelzng
humbly upan their knees, and sa ying.

~ Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men:
we acknowledge and bewall our manifold sins
and wickedness, which we from time to time
most grievously have committed, by thought,
‘word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the re-
membrance of them is grievous unto us. Have
merey upon us, have mercy upon us, most merei- .
ful Father; for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s
‘sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that

we may ever hereafter serve and please theein =~ =

newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. " Amen.

Then shall tke elder say,

O Ahnlghty God, our heavenly Father, who of .
thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness of
sing to all them that with hearty repentance and
true faith turn unto thee: have mercy upon us;
pardon and deliver us from. our sins, confirm
and strengthen us in all goodness, and bring us
to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

- Amefn _

The collect.

Almlghty God, unto whom all hearts be open, ) ..

all desires known, and from whom no gecrets
are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
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perfec'tly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy

name, through Chnst our Lord. jmm

chn shall tke elder say,

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty,
that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God. -

Therefore with angels and archangels, and

~ with all the company of heaven, we laud and

magnify thy glmioué name, evermore praising

~ thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of

hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen.

Then shall the elder say,

' 'We do not presume to come to this t]iy table,

O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous-

ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies We
are not worthy so much as to gather up the
crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same
Lord, whose property is always to have mercy :
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat

 the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to

drink his blood, that our sinful souls and bodies
may be made clean by his death, and washed
through his most precious blood, and that we
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Then the elder shall sdy the prayer of cpn_secmn'_oﬁ
' a3 follows : :

Ahmghty Glod, our heavenly Father, Who of
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thy tender merey didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our re-
‘demption; who made there (by his oblation of
himself once offered) a full, perfect, and suffi-
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and
‘in his holy gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his pr ecious death un-
til his coming again : hear us, O merciful Father, -
we most humbly beseech thee, and grant that
we, receiving these thy creatures of bread and
wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of ].118 _
death and passion, may be:
partakers of His most bles- '
sed body and blood ; who in = (1) Here the elder is
the same night that he was % ‘¢ the plate of bread
into his hand.
betrayed, took bread; (1) )
and when he had given (2) 4ndheretobreak
thanks, he broke it (2) and the bread.
gave it to his disciples, say-
ing, Takeaeat this (3) is my (3) And  here to lm;
body which is givenfor you; kis hands upon all the
do this in remembrance of bread. '
me. Likewise aftér supper Rty
he took (4) the cup; and (4) Here he isto take
when he had given thanks, the cup in bis hand.
he gave it to them, saying,
Drink ye all of this ;. for this o i e 1o 1o
(5) is my blood of the New hz§ ?Land upon all t.’f{e
Testament which is shed vessels which comam the.
for you and for many, for wine,

B
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the remission of sins ; do this, as oft as ye shall
drink it, in 1'emembrance of me. Ame'n'.

T hen shall the mzmszer first receive the communion in botk-
kinds himself, and ‘then proceed to deliver the same to the

~ other ministers in like manner, (if any there be present, )
and after that to the people also,in order, into their hands..
And when he delivercth the bread he shall say,

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, preserve thy soul and body
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in re-

- membrance that Christ died for thee, and feed

on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving.
And the minister that delifv'e'regk. the cup shall say,

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which

i was shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body

unto everlasting life. = Drink this in remem-

_brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, and -

be thankful

N [If the consecrated bread or wine ghall be all spent
_ before all have communicated, the elder may consgecrate:

more, by repeating the prayer of consecration. ]

~ [When all have communicated, the minister shall re-
turn to the Lord’s table, and place upon it what re-
maineth of the consecrated elemeuts, covering the game
with a fair linen cloth,

Then shall the elder say the Lord's Pmyef; the people |
repeating after him every petition,

Our Father who art innllleaven, hallowed. be _

~ thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will be done:
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on earth as it is in heaven: give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, a we
forgive them that tresp1ss agmnst us ; and lead -
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is: the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. -

Concluding with th13 blcsamg i

May the peace of God, which passeth all un-

erstanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessings of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost be among you and remam with you al-
Waya Amen.

N. B—If the elder be straitened for tnhe he may
omit any part of the ‘service cxct_pt the praycr of' con-
secration. .

CHAPTER IX.
FORMS OF ORDINATION.

SECTION L.
The Form and Manner of ordaining Elders.

[When the day appointed for the ordination is come,
there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the

_duty and office of such as come to be admitted el-
ders; how necessary that order is in the Church of
Chrlat and also how the people ought to esteem them
in their office.) {

7
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After which one of the elders shall present unto the
'preaident all them, that are to be ordained, and -say,

I present unto you these peraons pre&ent to

be. ordamed elders

'Then their names being read aloud, the president shall

say unto the people,

Brethren, these‘ are they who’m; we purpoée,

. God willing, this day to ordain elders. For af-
ter due examination, we find not to the contra-

ry, but that they are lawfully called to this
function and ministry, and that they are per-

‘sons meet for the same. But if there be any of
you who knoweth any impedimené or crime in -

any of them, for which he ought not fo be re-

‘ceived into this holy ministry, let him come
forth in the name of* God, and show what the

crime or impediment is.

[If any crime or impediment be objected, the president
ghall surcease from ordaining that person until such
time as the party accused shall be found clear of the
crime.] ; S SABL, !

 Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel as
Jolloweth : .

The Collcct. ’

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who
by thy Holy Spnlt hast appointed divers orders
of ministers. in thy Church; mercifully behold

these thy servants now called to the office of

e L T i I ey
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"zelders, and replemsh them so with the truth of
thy doctrine, and adorn them with innocency -
.of life, that both by word and good example

they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to
the glory of thy name, and the edification of
thy Church, through the mercies of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Ghost; world without end. Amen.

The Epustle. . Eph. v, 7—13.

Unto every one of us is given grace aecord-

;in'g' to the measure of the gift of Christ. Where-
fore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he

led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he

-also descended first into the lower parts of the

earth?  He that descended is the same also
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he
might fill all things.) And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

till we all come in the unity of faith, and of the

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the

fullness of Christ.

After this shall be read for the (xospel, part of the tenth '

chapter of St. Jokn.

| St. John x, 1—16.
Vérily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth

==F i N S
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not by the door into the shieepfold, but climbeth -
up some other way, the same is a thief and a

robber. But he that entereth in by the door is . .

the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter
openeth, and the sheep hear his voice, and he
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth
them out. And when he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep fol-
low him, for they know his voice. And a strang-
er will they not follow, but will flee from him,

for they know not the voice of strangers. This
‘parable spake Jesus unto them, but they under-

stood not what things they were which he spake
unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again,
.Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door ot
the sheep. All that ever came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear
them. I am the door; by me if .any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and go in and out and find
pasture. The thief cometh not but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy; I am come that they

might have life, and that they might have it
- more abundantly. I am the geod shepherd :

the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

‘But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd,

whose own the sheep are ngt, seeth the wolt
coming and leaveth the sh@gp, and fleeth, and

the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the
sheep. The hireling fleeth because he is a:
- hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and
~am known of mine. As the Father knoweth
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‘me, eﬁeh so Know I the Father: and I lay

down my life for the sheep. And other Bheep I
have which are not of this fold: them also I
must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and

‘there shall be one fold and one shephexd

And that done, the president shall say unto them as here-
af:er followetk

You have heard, brethren, as well in your
private examination as in the exhortation
which was now made to you, and in the holy

“lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the wri-

tings of the apostles, of what dignity, and of
how great importance this offiee is whereunto

-ye are called. And now again we exhort you
~ in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you

have in remembrance, into how high a dignity
and to how weighty an officé ye are called;
that is to say, to be messengers, watchmen, and
stewards of the Lord, to teach and to premon-

‘ish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s family,

to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dispersed
abroad, and for his children that are in the

- midst of this evil world, that they may be saved

through Christ forever. |

Have always, thueiom printed in yom re-
membrance how great a treasure is committed
to your charge. For they are the sheep of
Christ, which he bought with his death, and for -
whom _he ‘shed his blood. The Church and

. econgregation whom "you must serve, is his

spouse and his body. And if it shall happen,
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the same Church, or any member thereof, deo
take any hurt or hinderance by reason of your
negligence, ye know the greatness of the fault,
and also the horrible punishment that will en-
sue. Wherefore, consider with yourselves the
end of the ministry toward the children of God,

. toward the spouse and body of Christ; and see

- that you never cease your labor, your care and
diligence, until you have done all that lieth in
you, according to your bounden duty, to bring
“all such as are or shall be committed to your
charge, unto that agreement in the faith and -

knowledge of God, and to that ripeness and

perfectness of age in Christ, that there be no

place left among you, eitherfor error in religion,

-or for viciousness in life,"
Forasmuch then, as your office is. both of so

great excellency, and of so great difficulty, ye

see with how great care and study ye ought to
apply yourselves, as well that ye may show .

yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Lord

who hath placed you into so high a dignity; as

also to beware that neither you yourselves of-

- fend, nor be occasion that others offend. How-
beit ye cannot have a mind and will thereto of -
. yourselves; for that will and ability is given of

God alone ; therefore ye ought, and have need

to pray éarnestly for his Holy Spirit. And see- -

- ing that ye cannot by any other means compass
 the doing of so weighty a work, pertaining to
. the salvation of man, but with doctrine and ex-

hortation takeun out of the Holy Scriptures, and

e im n ) [ ST R T A QIR it e N e
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with a life agreeable to the same; consider how'
studious you ought to be in reading and learning
the Scriptures, and in framing the manners,
both of yourselves and of them that specially
pertain unto you, according to the rule of the
same Scriptures : and. for this self-same cause,

how ye ought to forsake and set aside (as much. .

a8 ye may) all worldly cares and studies.

We have good hope that you have all weighed
and pondered these things with yourselves long
before this time: .and that you have clearly
determined by God’s grace, to give yourselves
- wholly to this office, whereunto it hath pleased
God to call you: so that as much as lieth in you,

you will apply yourselves wholly to this one

thing, and draw all your cares and studies this
~ way, and that you will continually pray to God

* . the Father, by the mediation of our only Saviour

Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assistance of the
Holy Ghost; that by daily reading dand weigh-
ing of the Scriptures, ye may wax riper and
stronger in. your ministry; and that ye may so
- endeavor yourselves from time to time to sauc-

- tify the lives of you and yours, and to fashion

them after the rule and doctrine of Christ, that
ye may be wholesome and godly examples, and
- patterns for the people to follow.

~ And now that this present congrep:atmn of

Christ, here assembled, may also understand -
your minds and wills in these things, and that -

this your promise may the more move you to do

your duties: ye shall answer plainly to these
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things which we, in the name of God and His
Church, shall demand of you touching the same.

Do you think in your heart that you are truly
called, according to the will of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to the order of elders ?

Answ. I think so. -

The President. Ale you pelsua.ded that the
Holy Secriptures contain sufficiently all doctrine

required  of necessity for eternal salvation

through faith in Jesus Christ ? And are you
determined out of the said Scriptures to instruct
the people committed to your charge, and to
teach nothing as required of necessity to eter-
nal salvation, but that which you shall be per-
suaded may be concluded and proved by the
Scripture ?

Answ. T amso persuaded and have 8o detel-
mined by God’s grace.

The President. 'Will you then give your fmth-
ful diligence always 8o to minister the doctrines
and.sacraments, and discipline of Christ, as the

Lord hath commanded ?

~ Answ. T will so do, by the help of the Lord,_
The President. Will you be ready with all .

Afaithful diligence to banish and drive away all
~erroneous and strange doctrines contrary. to

Grod’s word ; and to use both public and private
monitions and exhortations, as well to the sick
a8 to the whole, within your charge, as need
shall require and occasion shall be given ?
 Answ. 1 will, the Lord being my helper.
The Preszdent Wlll you be diligent i in prayers, |
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and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in
such studies as help to the knowledge of the
- same, laying aside the study of the world and
the flesh ?

Answ. 1 will endeavor so to do, the Lord

. being my helper.
The President. Will you be dlllgent to frame
'and_‘ fashion yourselves, aud your families, ac-

cording to the doctrine of Christ; and to make -'

both yourselves and them, as much as in you

lieth, wholesome examples and patterns to the'

~flock of Christ?

Answ. 1 shall apply myself theleto, the Lord
being my helper.

The President. Will you maintain and st for-

ward, as much as lieth in you, quietness, peace, -

~and love, among all Christian people, and espe-

~ ‘cially among them that are or shall be comn:ut—
ted to your charge?

Answ. Twill do so, the Lord being my helper

Tka.t done, the President shall pray in this wise, and say,
Let us pray.

Almlorhtv God and heavenly l‘athel who of
~ thine infinite love and goodness toward us, hast
~_given to us thy only and anost dearly beloved
Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer, and the
author of everlasting life; who after he had
‘made pexrfect our redemption by his death, and
was ascended into heaven, sent abroad into the
world his apostles, prophets, evangelists, doc-

5 i
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| 8 tors, and pastors; by whose labor and ministry:

. ~ He'gathered together a:great flock in all parts:

8 ~ of the world, to set forth' the eternal praise of'

* thy holy name ; for these so great benefits of

, ‘thy eternal' goodness, and for that thou hast

1 vouchsafed to call these thy servants here pres-
§  ent to the same office and ministry appointed

.for the salvation of mankind, we render unto
| thee most hearty thanks; we praise and wor-

¥ ship thee ; and we humbly beseech thee by the
It same, thy blessed Son, to grant unto all’ who /
| either here or elsewhere call upon thy name,

that we may continue to show ourselves thank-+
ful unto thee, for these, and all other thy bene-
fits, and that we may daily increase and go for-

- ward in the knowledge and faith of thee and
thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. So that as well -
by these thy ministers, as by them over whom
they shall be appointed thy ministers, thy holy
name may be forever glorified, and thy blessed
kingdom enlarged, through the same, thy Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth
with thee in the unity of the same Holy Spirit,
world without end. .Amem .

When this prayer is done, the president with the elders
present shall lay their hands severally wpon the head of
every one that receiveth ghe order of elders ; the receivers
humbly kncclmg UPON, thez'r knees, and the preszdem

saying, -

The Lord-.poﬁr upon thee the Holy Ghost for
the office and work of an elder in the Church -
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of God, now committed unto thee by the imposi-
tion of our hands. And be thou a faithful dis-

penser of the word of God, and of his holy sa-
- craments; in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Then the president shall (Zelzqaer to every one of them, kneel-
ing, the Bible into his hands, saying,

Take thou authority to preach the word f
God, and to admmlstel the holy sacrameuts
the congregatlon | a

- -~

Then the president shaii say,

‘Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly bles-
‘sings, that they may be clothed with righteous-
- ness, and that thy word spoken by their mouths
may have such success, that it may never be
spoken in vain. Grant also that we may have

grace to hear and receive, what they shall de-

liver out of thy most holy word, or agreeably
to the same, as the means of our salvation ; and
- that in all our words and deeds we may seek
thy glory and the increase of thy kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Asgist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy |

most gracious favor, and further us with thy
~continual help, that in all our works begun, con-
~ tinued, and endéd in thee, we may glorify thy
holy name, and finally by thy mercy obtain ev-
erlasting 11fe, thlough Jesus Chnst our Lord.
Amen. :

o

SIS
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. The peace of God which passeth all under-
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing of God
~ Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the- Holy
Ghost, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amfm

SECTIO\T II.
The Form and Manner of makmg of Deacons

[When the day appointed for the ordination is come,

there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the 3

~duty and office of such as come to be adrml;ted deacons. ]

After wkzch one of the elders, 3kall present unto the presi-
dent the persons to be ordained deacons, and their names
being read aloud, the preszdent shall say unto the people :

Brethren, if there be any of you who know-
eth any impediment or crime in any of these
persons presented to be ordained deacons, for
the which. he ought not to be admitted to that.
office, let him come forth in the name of God,
~and show what the crime or 1mped1ment 18.

[If any crime or impediment be objected, the presi-
dent shall surcease from ordaining that person, until
guch time as the party accused shall be found clear of
that crime, | 4

Then shall be read the Sfollowing collect and epibile.

ch Collect.

Almwhty God, who by thy divine Providence
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| - hast appointed divers ordé_rs of ministers in thy

‘Church, and who didst inspire thy apostles to

choose into the order of deacons thy first martyr,

St. Stephen, with others: mercifully behold these

thy servants, now called to the like office and
administration ; replenish them so with the truth
~of thy doctrine, and adorn them with innocency

of life, that both by word and good example,

they may fShfully serve thee in this office, to
~ the glory of thy name, and the edification of thy
Church, through the merits of our Savjour Jesus

Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Ghost now and forever. Amen.

The Epistle. 1 Tim. iii, 8-13.

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not

' double-tongued, not given to much wine, not
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of -

~ the faith in a pure conscience. And let these
also first be proved; then let them use the office
of a deacon, being blameless. Even so must
- their wives be grave, not slanderous, sober,
faithful in all things. TLet the deacons be the
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and

~ their own houses well. For they that have
used the office of a deacon well, purchase to

themselves a good degree, and great boldness in
the faith which is in Christ Jesus. -

Then shall the president examine every ome of those who

are to be vrdained in the presence of the people, after this

manner following : \

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by

i ek bttt s bl ol -‘mu&mﬂ:m‘.\a:;’w:—mﬂfi—— —_—
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~ the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of

the ministry in the. Church of Christ, to serve

God for the promoting of His glory and the edi-

fication of ‘his people ?

- Answ. Itrust so.

The President. Do you unfe1gnedly ‘believe
all the canomcal Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament ?-

Answ. 1 do believe them.

- The President. Will you diligently read or

- expound the same unto the people whom you

shall be appomted to serve ?
Ans. 1 will. e Loal
The President. 1t appertaineth to the office

- .of a deacon to assist the elder in divine service.

And especmlly when he ministereth the holy
communion, to help him in the distribution
thereof, and to read and expound the-Holy
Scriptures; to instruct the youth, and’in the ab-
sence of the elder to baptize. And furthermore,
it is his office to search for the sick, poor, and
impotent, that they may be visited and relieved.

"Will you do this gladly and willingly ?

Answ. 1 will do.so by the help of God.

he President. "Will you apply all your dili-
genge to frame and fashion your own lives (and
the Tives of your families) according to the doc-
trine of Crist; and to make (both) yourselves
(and them,) wch as in you lieth, who]esome

.examples of the flock of Christ ?
Answ. I will do so, the Lord being my helper.
The President. W111 you 1everently obey them
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“to: whom,the charge and government over you
is committed, following with a glad mind and
will their godly admonitions ?

" Answ. 1 will endeavor 8o to do, the Lord
- 'being my helper.

Then the President, laying his hands semmlly upon the
; head of every one of them, shall say,
Take thou authority to execute the office of a
deacon in the Church of God; in the name of
- the Father, and of the Son, and ef the Holy

Ghost. Amen

' TFhen skau the Preszdent delwer to every one of them the
“Holy bible, saymg, o

Take thou authority to read the Holy Serip-
tures in the Church of God, and to preach the

- Same.

Then one of them appamtcd by the President s&all read tlw
Gospel. A0y

Luke xii, 35—38.

Let your loins be girded about, and yourlights -
burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that
wait for their Lord,when he will return from the
wedding, that when he cometh and knocketh,
they may open unto him immediately. Blessed
are those servants whom the Lord when he
" cometh shall find watching. Verily I say unto
you, that he shall gird himself, and make them
to sit' down to meat, and will come forth and
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Berve the_'m‘. And if he ghall come in the second

watch, or come in the third watch, and find
them 80, blessed are those servants. '

[Then shall the president proceed in the commuhion,'
and all that are ordained shall receive the holy com-
munion.

The communion e'nde immediately before the bemediction
: skall be $id the collects following : -

: Almlghty God, leer of all good things, who
of thy great goodness hast vouchsafed to accept .
and take these thy servants into the' office of
deacons of thy Church: make them, we beseech
thee, O Lord, to be modest, humble, and con-
stant in their ministration, and to have a ready
will to observe all spiritual discipline ; that they

- having always the testimony of a good con-

science, and continuing ever stable and strong
in thy Son Christ Jesus, may so well behave
themselves in this inferior office, that they may
be found worthy to be called into the higher
ministries in thy Church; through the same, thy
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory and honor, world without end. Amen.
Assist us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy
most gracious favor, and further us with. thy

~ continual help; that in all our works, begun,

continued and ended in thee, we may glorify thy
holy name, aud finally, by thy mercy, obtain
cverlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The peace of _'Go_d ‘which passeth all under-
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus

Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Al-
- mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy

i -Ghost‘ be among you, and remain with you al-
Ways Amen.

 GHAPTER X,

THE FORM OF SOLEMN[ZATI‘ON OF MATRIMONY.

At the day and_time appointed Jor solemnization of matri-
mony, the persons to be married standmg together, the

man on the right hand, and the woman on the lefgthe: i

m?,mater shall say,

Dearly beloved, we are Iga,thé.red together

here in the sight of God, and in the presence of -

these witnesses, to join together this man and
this woman in holy matrimony: which is an

honorable estate, instituted of God in the time

~ of man’s innocency, signifying unto us the mys-
- tieal union that is between Christ and his Church;
which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified
with his presence, and first miracle that he
~wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is commended

of St. Paul to be honorable among all men; and

" therefore 18 ndt by any to be taken in hand
unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, advisedly,
and in the fear of God.

3
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Into which holy estate these two pefsons
present come now to be joined. ‘Therefore, if
any can show any just cause why they may not

lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, .

or else hereatter forever hold his peace.

And aZso spcakmg wnto the pcrsons that areto bc married,

he shall say.

I require and charge you both (as you will
answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) that
if either of .you know any impediment why you
may not be lawfully joined together in matrimo-
ny, you do now confess it: for be ye well as-
sured, that so many as are coupled together

~ otherwise than God’s word doth allow, are not-

JOlned together by God, nelther 15 their matri-
mony lawful :

_ Iﬁ 0 mpedzmcm be allcged thsn shall the minister sa,_;

wnto the man,

M., Wilt thou have this woman to thy Wedded
wife, to live together after God’s ordinance, in
the holy estate of matrimony ? - Wilt thou love

‘her, comfort her, honor, and keep her, in sickness
~and in health: and, forsaking all other, keep

thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live 7. ;

The man shall answer.

I will.
Then s all the minister say unto the woman.

| N., Wilt thou have this man to thy wedded |
husband, to live together after God’s ordinance,
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in the holy estate of m'ztrlmony‘? Wllt thou™
obey him, serve him, love, honor, and keep him,
in sickness and in health: and, forsaking all
other, keep thee only unto hlm, so long as ye
both shall live 7 :

The woman shall answer,
i I will.

Then the minister shall cause the man with his right hand
to take the woman by her rzghs hand, andto 0 say after him
as followeth —

I, M., take thee, N,, to be my wedded wife, -
to have and to hold, from this day forward, for,
better, for worse, tor richer, for poorer, in sick-
ness and in" health, to love and to cherish, till
death do us part, according to God’s holy ordi-
nance: and thereunto I phght thee my falth

Then shall they loose their hands, and the woman with her
right hand taking the man by his rzgkc kand, shall like-
wise say after the minister:

- I, N, take thee M., to be mywedded husband,
to have and to hold from this day forward, for
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sick-
- ness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey,
till- death us do part, according to God’s holy
' 01'dinance: and thereto I give thee my faith.

B RIRETT it

Tffen shall _the_ minister join their right hands togetker,
and say,

- Those whom God hath joined together let no
man put asunder.
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Forasmuches M., and N., have consented to-

gether in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the
same before God and this company, and thereto
have pledged their faith either to other, and have
declared. the same by joining of hands; I pro-
nounce that they are man and wife together, in

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
‘the Holy Ghost. Amen.

And the minister shall add this blessing :—

God the Father, God the Son,-Go‘d the Holy

Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you ; the Lord
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and so

fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace,
that ye may so live together in this life, that in

the world to come ye may have life eveﬂastlng
Amen.

- Then let pmyér be offered.

CHAPTER XI.

ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD.

. The minister, meeting the corpse, and going before it shall

say,

I am the resurrection and the life: he that be-
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live: and w hosowm liveth and believeth in me,

shall never die. John X 20, 2
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I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;
and though after my skin worms destroy this
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God; whom I
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold
and not another. Job xix, 25—27. - -

- We brought nothing mto this world, and it /
is certain we can carry nothing out. The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed

be the name of the Lord. 1 Tnn vi, 7; Job
1,91,

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in the earth, the mini-
. S © ster shall say,‘

- Man that is born of woman hath but a short
time to live and is full of misery. He cometh
up, and is cut down like a flower ; he fleeth as
it were a shadow, and never contmueth in one
stay.

E) In the midst of llfG we are in death: of whom
may we seek for succor, but of thee, O Lord.
who for our sins art justly displeased ?

" Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, de-
liver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts:
shut not thy merciful ears to our prayers, but
spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mig ty,
O holy and most merciful Saviour, thou most
worthy J udge eternal, suffer us not at our last
hour for any pains of death to fall from thee.
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/ Tkm-skall be said, ‘, |

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,

who die in the Lord: even so, saith the Spmt
for they rest from then labors. '

|

i

g {
} Tken shall the minister say,

i

l r .

Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.

Our father who art,g} hea.ven hallowed be

@  thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
| * done on earth as it is in heaven: Give us this
day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespas-
ses, a8 we forgive them that trespass against us;

_ &nd lead us not into temptation; but deliver us
from evil. Amen. -

The. Collect.

.- O mereciful God, the Father of ourl Lord Jesus
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life: in
whom whosoever believeth shall live, though he

‘;' unto the life of righteousness; that when we
i shall depart this life we may rest in him; and
‘g'f. at the general resurrection on the last day may
:‘iﬂ be found acceptable in thy sight, and receive

il that blessing which thy well beloved Son shall

Write; from henceforth blessed are the dead

die: and whosoever liveth and believeth in him
‘shall not die eternally; We meekly beseech
thee, O Father, to raise us from the death of sin |

v L3

.‘.-;_ -
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~ then pronounce to all that love and fear thee,
saying, Come ye blessed of my Father; receive

the kingdom prepared for you from the begin®
ning of the world. Grant this, we beseech thee

O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ our
Mediator and Redeemer. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the followship of the Holy
Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

CHAPTER XII.
_OF SUPPORT AND SUPPLIES.

'SECTION I.

Of the allowance to the Ministers and Preachers
and to thevr Wives, Widows, and Children.

1. The annual allowance of the married travel-
ing, supernumary, and superannuated preachers,

shall be two hundr ed dollars and their tr avelmg'

©expenses.

2. The annual allowan(e of the unmarried

traveling, supernumary, and superannuated
- preachers shall ‘he one ‘hundred dollars, and
their traveling expenses.

3. Each child of a traveling preacher shall be

allowed sixteen dollars annually to the age of

 seven years, and twenty-four.dollars annually

from the age of seven to fourteen'years; and

; "I‘h;,-_.\;.-
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those preachers whose wives are dead shall be <

allowed for each child annually a sum sufficient
to pay the board of such child or children during

- the above term of years: Neveffheless, this rule
shall not apply to the children of preachers -
whose families are provided for by other means-
~in their circuits respectively.

4. The annual allowance of the widows of

traveling and superannuated preachem, shall be
one hundred dollars.

5.-The orphans of traveling, ‘superannuated,

and worn out preachers, shall be allowed by the -
Annual Conference the same sums respectively =

which are allowed to the children of living

[‘Jl'eachers._ And on the death of a preacher, -
‘leaving a child or children without so much of
worldly goods as should be necessary to his, her,

or their support, the Annual Conference of which

he was a member shall raise, in such a manner
as may be deemed best, a yearly sum for the

subsistence and education of such orphan child
or children, until he, she, or they, shall have ar-

~ rived at fourteen years of age. The amount of
~ which yearly sum shall be fixed by a committee

of the Conference at each session in advance.

6. It shall be the duty of a committee ap-
pointed by the Official Board, who shall be mem-

bers of our Church, to make an estimate of the

amount necessary to furnish fuel and table ex-
penses for the family or families of preachers.
stationed with them, which estimate shall be

subject to the action of the Official Board ; and

e
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theFStéwards' shall provide, by such means as
they may devise to meet such expenses,in money
or otherwise: provided the Stewards shall not

“appropriate the moneys collected for the u,gular

quarterly allowance of the preachers to the pay-
ment of family expenses. ,

- Let every class leader af the commencement
oE‘ the. year, ascertain how much each member
of his class is able and willing to pay, per week,
for the support of the preachers, and note the

~ name in his class-book, and diligently see to it
: that the collections are made weekly, du]y cred--

ited, and paid-over to the Steward for the bene-

it of the preachers.

7. Let the Stewards cnculato among our

{riends a subscription, payable quarterly, to sup-

ply the deficiency in the pleac,hel s allowance ;
and if there be any surplus arising from the class
collections and the quarterly subscriptions, it
shall be appropriated tor the support of missions,
unless otherwise ordered by the Official Board.

SECTION‘ 1.

Of the Qual ications, Appointments, and Duties
of the Stewards of Circuits.

Quest. 1. \Vh.lt are tlm thﬁcatlons neces-
sary for Stewards?

Answ. Let them be men of solid piety, who
both know and love the Methodist doctrine and
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“discipline, and of good natural and acqulred
abilities to transact the temporal business. a5
i Quest. 2. How are Stewards to be appointed?
] L! e - Answ. By the Society at their annual meeting.
L Quest. 3. What are the duties of Stewards?
it l o Answ. To take an exact account of all the
ol money or other provisions collected for the sup-
. port-of preachers in'the circuit; to make an ac-
8 - curate return of every expenditure of wnoney,
! whether to the preachers, the sick, or the poor;
 to seek the needy and distressed in order to re-
lieve and comfort them ; to inform the preachers
- of any sick or disorderly persons; to tell the
preachers what they thiuk wrong in them; to
- attend the yuarterly meetings of their circuit ;
~to give advice, if asked, in planning the cireuit;
- to attend committees for the application of money
to Churches; to give counsel in matters of arbi-
tration ; provide elements for the Lord’s supper; o
to write circular letters to the societies in the
circuit to be mor e liberal if need be; as also to
let them know, when occasion requires, the state
of the temporal concerns at the last quarterly
meeting ; to register the marriages and baptisms.” )
Quest. 4. What number of E:tewmds are ne-
cessary in each circuit. -
Answ. Not legs than three, nor more than
nine, one of whom shall be the Recording E>th-*
ard

15
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Ch, xiii;]_ ~ COURSE OF s'fU_IiY. o
CHAPTER XIII.
Mzsswns

il Eaeh Annua.l Conference shall have the
‘charge of all missions within its bounds. It
shall have power to employ missionaries to labor
within its bounds, who, with the concurrenee
of the president, shall be authorized to establish
new churches, whele the interests of ﬂlﬁ Ccouge:
- of God require. L
2. Each class leader shall appomt a misston~
~ary collector for his class, who shall ' collect at -
least a cent a week for each member of the
class who is willing to contribute the same; and.
~ from any persons not members of our Church
who are willing to contribute to our mxssxonary
fund. :
3. A public missionary collection. shall alse be
talken up at each appointment on every civewit.
4. All moneys collected for missionary par-
poses shall be taken to the Annual Conferenee,
and apphed accor dmg to Ktb direction.

. COURSE OF STUDY. ' _

- For those wko wish to _yozn the I'mvelmtr Conn:t:-
tion on p'robatwn

Enghsh Gr].&mlll&l Anthmetw, Modem Gw-

[ .



124 COURSE OF STUDY.

graphy, Free Methodlst Dlsc1p1me, Spelling and
Composition.

FOR TRAVLLING I’RL‘ACHE1§S
" FIRST YEAR.

The Bible— Doctrines.

The Existence of God; the Attributes of God, . -
namely, Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, Omnipot-
ence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immutability, Wis-
dom, Truth, Justice, Mercy, Love, Goodness, .
Holiness; the Trinity in Unity; the Deity of
Christ; the Humanity of Christ; the Union of
Deity and Humanity ; Personality and Deity of
the Holy Ghost ; Depravity ; Atonement; Re-

- pentance; Justification by Fa.ith; Regeneration ;
~ Adoption; the Witness of the Spirit; Growth

in Grace; Christian Perfection; Possibility of
Final Apostacy ; Immortality of the Soul; Res-
surrection of the Body ; Genelal Judgment ;
Rewards and Punishment.

Watson's Institutes, First ‘Part; W'esley’s,

' Plain Account of Christian Perfection.

' Com}ﬁasition. '
- Essay or Sermon : '
[Read Wesley’s Sermons+ The Life of Wea-

" ey Platt’s Gift of Power]

SECOVD YEAR.
The Bine-——Sacmmcﬁts.

The Sacrament of Baptism—Jts nature, De-
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sign, Obligation, Subjects. and Mode The Sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper—Its nature, De-
sign, and Obligation.

Watson’s Instltutes, Second Part to the 18th

Chapter; Peck’s Celltldl Idea; Wayland’s Mo-
ral Science.

omposztwn.

Essav or Sermon.
[Read Bangs’ H’i%’any of Methodlsm ]

THIRD. YEAR.
- The Bible;-?—Histary and Ckroﬂdlégy.
~ Candidates to be prepared upon the leading

_ events in the Old and New Testament ; Refer-

ence Books ; Horne’s Introduction. -

Watson’s Institutes, Second Part, beginning
with the 18th Chaptel ; Rutel 8 Church History;
Hedge 8 Logic .

Composition.

Essay or Se1m0n |
[Read Fletcher’s Works. ]

FOURTH YEAR.

" Review of the whole course. Wiatson’s Inst:-

: tutes, Third and Four th Parts; Butler 8 Analogy

Composztwn

Essay or Sel;mon ;
[ Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical Hlstory : Way]and’

| Intcl‘ectual Phﬂmophy
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