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DEAR BBOTHEB RO£EBTS : V 
We StiU hail the arrival of your ex

cellent monthly, " The Earnest Chris
t ian" with feelings of the liveliest in
terest. The exhibition and advocacy 
of Christianity in earnest, or of pure 
"Wesleyan Methodism, to which it is 
pledged and devoted by the very title 
it bears, have strikingly characterized 
its course thus far, in every suceessive 
number. "We are highly gratified to 
observe in it both the spirit and the 
teachings of our sainted founder. Es
pecially are we pleased with this com
plexion of it at a time when worldli
ness and formalism are becoming so 
prevalent in the Church, and our dis
tinguishing characteristics — the ele
ment of "Scripture holiness,"—is fast 
faUing into disrepute among us. 

-^here was a time when " holiness to 
the Lord," was the motto of our 
Church. The pulpit, the social gather
ing, and the private circle, dwelt upon 
it as a most delightftd theme; and 
many among us, both preachers and 
people, enjoyed the precious attain
ment of fiill salvation. Such was em
phatically the ease in our own Confer
ence a few years ago. Hamlin, of pre
cious memory, said to me the last time 
he -visited us, that •we were the banner 
Conference with regard to this sub
ject. 

But O, alas! " Our silver has be
come dross, and our wine mixed with 
water." Few are now the -witnesses of 
perfect love, particularly among the 
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ministry; and many actuaUy oppose, 
nay, ridicule it, as a matter of fanati
cism and delusion. -Aiiti this they ifo, 
partly "betmuse they know not the 
Scriptures, neither the power of God," 
and partly to keep themselves in coun
tenance in their stand-stiUism, or 
rather in their retrogressive move- , 
ments. Shade of Wesley! And has 
it come to this ? Must thou look 
down upon thy own chUdren and see 
them trample upon the doctrine of ho
liness as taught by thee, with the clear
est illustration.of it in thy long life be
fore their eyes; and the voluminous pub
lished works in which thou hast estab
lished it by the Scriptures, in their 
hands ? And that too within less than 
three-quarters of a century after thy 
death 1 And must thou see them do 
all this whUe they stiU continue to call 
themselves by thy name, and boast 
thee as their founder and pattern ? 

True, our standards of reUgion, both 
doctrinal and experimental, remain un
changed. And an intimation of a de
parture fi-om these old land-marks was 
somewhat obscurely -given by the 
Bishops, in their quadrennial address 
at the last general Conference. But no 
further notice was taken of it. The 
whole matter was passed over as a 
thing of no consequence. We were 
not even " advised," to " return to our 
first love," or " go on to perfection," 
in fulfillment of our ordination vows. 
How strange! How diseouraging^tes . 
the frientis of " Old-fashioned Method-' 
ism!" And what are we to infer 
from all this? In our opinton, the 
faUure of the General Conference to 
rebuke the innovation aUuded to in 
the address of the Episcopacy, virtn-
aUy inaugurates the old Moravian her-
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esy of the identity of entire sanctifica
tion 'with the new birth, as an article of 
our creed; and that henceforth little is 
to be expected, either from our 
preachers, or our press, in support of 
the genuine Wesleyan perfection. We 
must now look, we cannot help think
ing, for real experimental holiness, nay, 
fbr the life and power of religion gen
erally, to be scouted among us as 
mere animal excitement, or wild en
thusiasm, in the manner of. the famous 
Genesee Conference " Pastoral," of 
which you so justly complained. 

But we wUl not "give up the ship," 
for holiness—the life and soul of our 
holy religion—is immortal, and des
tined to exist forever. " Many .wa

iters cannot drown it, nor the fires" (of 
persecution) "consume it." It is a liv
ing, quenchless flame, which God him
self has kintUed in the Church. And 
we greatly rejoice, since so little can 
be hoped for from our worldly-minded 
officialism in " spreading Scripture ho
liness over the land," or "driving 
away the strange doctrine" of the 
identity of sanctification with regener
ation which has infested our borders 
for a whUe past—we greatly rejoice, 
we say, in this •view of the state of 
things among us—that " The Earnest 
Christian" is in the field, "doing bat
tle for the Lord," and nobly laboring, 
in connection with a few coadjutors in 
the same work, to promote the blessed 
cause of a living Christianity, and 
bring back a declining Church to her 
primitive purity and power. This 
"new school Methodism," as you 
rightly named it, must be put do'wn; 
or the life of the Church wiU soon be
come extinct, and "Ichabod wUl be 
written upon our door-posts ! " We 
do not draw this gloomy picture of 
the Church because we have any pleas
ure in contemplating her spiritual de
cline, or feel the least degree of 'satis
faction in spreading her pitiable condi
tion, before the world. Far from it. 
** Our heart's desire, and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved" from their sins, anti from the 
cdamities that await them on their ac

count. And to aid in effecting this 
most worthy object, we propose in the 
few brief paragraphs that shall follow, 
to exhibit the fallacy of the arguments 
by which it is attempted to sustain the 
Count Zinzendorf notion of Christian 
perfection that she is so greedily drink
ing in, and to indicate the irrefragable 
grounds on which the orthodox or 
Wesleyan view of the subject must 
forever rest. 

For the enemies of holiness to deny 
the doctrine, in terms, would be impoli
tic. AU Christian denominations hold 
it in some form. They are aware a far 
more deaiily wound can be given it by 
confounding it -with regeneration, or 
the new birth. Whether they are 
aware of it or not, Satan, their great 
prompter in this matter, knows that 
by arresting the work of grace at the 
point of conversion, many will be ut
terly destroyed. Some, by discover
ing in themselves " the remains of the 
carnal mind," which they had been 
taught to believe were wholly extirpa
ted by the new birth, will be led to 
give up their hope altogether ; suppo
sing that they could not have been con
verted at all: whUe others will lose 
their justification, and sink into a back
slidden state by faUing to " go on to 
perfection," in obedience to the di
vine command, or to seek an attain
ment which they imagine they alrea'dy 
possess. 

Among the arguments by which the 
" new school" divines attempt to sus
tain their Moravian theology, those 
da-wn from the analogy of regeneration 
to the natural birth of a chUd,the perfec
tion of the works of God, and their 
own negative experience, are the chief. 
A brief examination of these, there
fore, wUl fiirnish no unfair specimen of 
the weakness of their cause. 

The arguments drawn from the anal
ogy of regeneration to a natural birth, 
they deem conclusive; lugging it in on 
aU occasions, and proclaiming it as 
decisive of the question in dispute. 

The idea is, that j,i'the possession 
of a perfect human nature by the new
born child—the fidl-grown man difier-
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ing from the infant only in the degree 
of the developement of his parts' and 
powers—^proves the possession of a 
perfect Christian nature by the young 
convert—the mature, or perfect Chris
tian,- differing from " the babe in 
Christ," only in the developement of 
his Christian graces. In a word, that 
nothing but growth, developement, 
expansion, is necessary to constitute 
the' young convert a perfect Christian; 
the same as an " infant of days," a fidl 

. grown man. But this argument loses 
all its force when viewed in the light 
of the foUowing considerations:— 
1st. Analogy proves nothing any way. 
It only serves to illustrate some as
sumed fact, proposition, or sentiment, 
and render it more obvious and intelli-
ble to the understanding. 2. It is 
never intended to bear at all points, or 
to go on aU fours, as the expression is ; 
but simply to aid us in the discovery, 
or presentation of truth, by some par
ticular resemblance which one thing 
bears to another—a thing that is well 
understood, to one that is obscure and 
difficult of comprehension. 3. Though 
the analogy of the birth of a child to 
the conversion of a soul, be drawn out 
or extended to every conceivable point 
of resemblance, (which, by the by, no 
rules of interpretation or construction 
would justify,) stUl, a distinction be
tween regeneration and sanctification, 
rather than their identity with each 
other, would be established by the 
process; for there is something to be 
removed from the natural child after 
it is born into the world—something-
that pertains to its pre-existent or un
born condition—and that something, 
let it be remembered, unclean, ami fa
tal to the life of the chUd except it be 
taken away, is analogous to " the re
mains of the carnal mind " in the new 
born soul. 

The arguinent drawn from the per
fection of the works of God, is equally 
grountUess and futUe. This argument 
runs thus—" What God does, he does 
to perfection—not at the halves, but 
to perfection, i. e. completely ; finish
ing it all up at once. Consequently, 

we are saved from aU sin, and consti
tuted perfect Christians by the work of 
regeneration, or the new birth. Now, 
we have no difficulty in admitting the 
fact of the perfection of the works of 
God; but w-e deny the conclusion • 
drawn from it. The perfection of the 
works of God is one thing; the pro
cess by which they are carried on, dis
tinctly another. The work of God in 
the creation of the w-orld, was perfect; 
but he did not do it aU at once. He 
was six long days about it—dpii^ it, 
so to speak, at the halves or piece
meal. So, time is required, in «ie di
vine economy, perhaps days merfely, it 
may be weeks, or months, to consum
mate the work of entire sanctifii^tion. 
Yet, there is perfection, both in the 
work, and in the manner of its ac
complishment. The perfection of the 
works of God does not depend upon 
the manner in which they are wrought; 
whether it be instantaneous or gradual, 
at once or at successive periods, in a 
single w-hole, or in various additional 
parts or parcels; only so that the 
method employed be adapted to se
cure the proposed end. 

The only remaining argument of our 
new divinity teachers, for the identity 
of entire holiness with the work of re
generation, which we propose to ex
amine in this article, lies in their own 
negative experience, and is easily dis
posed of. They tell us that " the great 
second blessing" we talk of, or the 
being cleansed from "the remains of 
the carnal mind," subsequently to " a 
change ot heart," is something they 
have never experienced, and jtherefore 
it cannot be true. But this argu
ment, if argument it may be called, is 
almost too trifling to be entitled to no
tice. If it prove anything, it proves 
too much. "The world that lieth in 
wickedness," has never experienced re
ligion at all. -Ajid does this prove 
that there is no religon ? How then 
does the non-experience of the second 
blessing, as we caU it, prove that there 
is no such blessing attainable 1 That 
many among us, perhaps aU who main
tain the heresy we are opposing here, 
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have never experienced the witness of 
perfect love, is too true, we fear; and 
lamentable* as true. Yet, their nega
tive experience of this attainment, in
validates neither its authority, nor its 
importance. It stUl remains a doc
trine of the holy Scriptures, a promi
nent feature of our beloved Method
ism, and an indispensable acquisition 
to the candidate for heaven. A fair 
specimen of the character and use of 
liie argument founded on negative ex
perience, may be seen in the following 
anecdote: " A Paddy„ being accused of 
a criminal act, and told that half-a-
dozen witnesses saw him do it, re-
pUed, by way of vindicating himself 
from the charge, " Indade, and 1 can 
bring twice that number who didn't 
see me do it." 

It only remains to indicate the 
grounds of the doctrine of a clear and 
important distinction between the two 
states of grace, denominated sanctifi
cation and regeneration. We shaU 
not enlarge here, however, but simply 
refer the reader to the Holy Scriptures 
and the standard authorities of the 
Church, Wesley in particular, with but 
a very few accompanying remarks. 

If believers are whoUy sanctified at 
the time, and by the process of regen
eration, what mean the foUo-wing pre
cepts, with many" others of the same 
kind, addressed to them in the word of 
God ? " Let us go on unto perfection" 
—•" Let us cleanse ourselves from aU 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per
fecting holiness in the fear of God." 

What mean such promises as the 
foUowing: " I wiU sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
from aU your idols, and from all your 
filthiness will I cleanse yoir." " His 
name shaU be caUed Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their sins." 
And why those prayers offered by, and 
for beHevers, for the blessing of fuU 
salvation 1 " Create iu me a clean 
heart, O God, aud renew a right spirit 
within me." " The very God of peace 
sanctify you whoUy ; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul, and body, 
be preserved blameless to the. tximing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ." " Sanc
tify them through thy truth; thy word 
is truth." Would the inspired pen
men employ precepts, and promises, 
and prayers in reference to a -work of 
gi'ace which had been superceded by a 
previous work upon, the heart—a 
work already accomplished in the be
liever? 

That our standard authors teach the 
doctrine of a distinction between sanc
tification and regeneration, no one, we 
beUeve, is prepared to deny. They 
are all unanimously agreed ^upon-the 
subject; and some of them are very 
full and explicit. See Wesley's 
" Plain Account" — his setmon on 
" Sin in believers "—also one on " Let 
us go unto perfection," with here and 
there •& narrative, a comment, a bio
graphical sketch or aUusion scattered 
all through his " Works," in which he 
has presented the subject in all its va
rious bearings—doctrinal, experiment
al, and practical—as one of -vital im
portance to the interests of religion. 

The cavil that Wesley was not infal
lible, and therefore we are not bound 
to foUow- him in this matter, does very 
little credit either to the head or the 
heart of its author. The Scriptures 
are ioiaUible, and untU we can over
throw his interpretation of these in 
the premises, let us be manly enoygh 
to forbear to attempt to hide our love 
of sin under his faUibility. It wUI be 
time enough to reject the doctrine he 
so ably advocates and proves, when 
we shall have given a better interpre
tation of Holy Writ upon the question 
at issue, and sustained it by better ar
guments. 

We shaU only add, that this blessed 
Scripture doctrine of the verity and 
importance of the great " second bles
sing," so caUed, is corroborated by ac- 'i 
tual experience. " A cloud of witness
es"—of living, intelUgent, competent 
" witnesses "—have testified their own 
happy experience of the blessing ; and 
wb&t is aU the negative experience in 
the universe compartf8 to this ? They, 
have borne witness to this delightful 
state of grace through a long succes-
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sion of years, some of them—they 
have done it in prosperity and. in ad
versity, in sickness and in health, liv
ing anti dying—and there is no law, 
authority, or power, in heaven, earth 
or hell, that can impeach their testi
mony. 

P R E S U M P T I O N . 

BY J. G. TERRILL. 

Definition: Unreasonable confi
dence. Webster. ^^ 

It is not presumption to venture as 
far as the word of God will allow; it 
is presumption to refuse to go as far 
as the "svord of God says we must. Je
sus says, " Whatsoever things ye de
sire when ye pray, believe that ye re
ceive them, and ye shaU have them." 
John says, " And this is the confidence 
that we have in him; that if we ask any 
thing according to his wiU, he heareth 
us; and if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of 
him." Charles Wesley sang : 

"I f -what I -wisli is good, 
And salts the will dlrlue. 

By earth and heU In vain withstood, 
I know it shall be mine. 
Here then I doubt no more, 
But in his pleasure rest; 

Whose wisdom, love, and truth and power. 
Engage to mate me bleat. 

When in seeking for any blessing at 
the hand of God, the suppliant having 
performed the conditions, it is not pre
sumption for him to take the words of 
Jesus, and say I receive it now, 
" through the blood of the Lamb." 

It is presumption for that one to come 
into the presence of God with a known 
idol in his heart, that he is unwilling to 
give up. " If I regard iniquity in my 
heart the Lord will not hear me." 
It is not presumption to cry, " Cre
ate in me a clean heart," but it is pre
sumption of the most fearful kind to 
neglect seeking for it, when we know-
God's will. It is not presumption to 
say " I'U stay here till I get it," but it 
is presumption to wilfully go one mo
ment without it. God says, " Now," 
and we please him w-hen we say ' 

" Now." 1 once saw a man, a minis
ter of the Gospel, at the altar, seeking 
for the blessing of Holiness. We 
staid with him until two o'clock in the 
morning; he wonld not say, "I'll stay, 
tiU I get it." Afterwards, he put i t i 
three months ahead; nine have passed, j 
and he can not claim it. 

It is not presumption to " go straight 
for God," and leave consequences with 
him. It is presumption to run as near 
to God as we think it 'will do, and not 
discommode the devU, and then " let 
God take care of his own cause." 

It is not presumption to ofier " to 
be a wedge for Jesus," to dare to go 
in and throw down the fence that has 
been the seat of " trimmers between the 
two " for yeai-s, but it is presumption 
to dare to pass them by, caUing "it a 
light thing," and not warn them of 
their danger. 

It is not presumption to dare to , 
meet the scorn, the contempt of the 
worldling, the hatred of the disturbed, 
but half awakened Pharisee, the jeal
ousy of the cold-hearted; but it is 
presumption to dare to falter for a mo
ment on account of them. 

It is not presumption for the minis
ter of the Gospel to say, " Lord I'll 
lean on thee," but it is presumption to 
undertake to handle the edge-tools of 
God without his help. ' 

It is not presumption for tbat young 
preacher to throw himself into the 
hands of the Lord, and " lay like clay 
in the hands of the potter;" but it is 
presumption for him, after God has 
given him a mind, a Bible, and a Holy 
Ghost to " lead him into aU truth," to 
idle away his time by lounging around 
until - the hour of his appointment 
comes, and then think of leaning on 
the Lord. You will get hurt. 

It is noi presumption for the child
ren of God, in time of vengeance from 
the hand of̂  the Lord to throw them
selves like a Moses into the gap, but it 
is presumption in time of refreshing 
from the hand of God, for any one to 
make light of the work, or of those 
engaged in it, or to get in the way by 
bad counsel or opposition, ^ a y God 
help us. Amen. 



266 THE EAENEST CHEISTIAN. 

O N E IN J E S U S . 

BY MBS. M. p . KENDALL. 

The last prayer of Jesus before he 
entered the garden of Gethsemane to 
drink the bitter cup of a worlds trans
gressions, was for those whom the Fa
ther had given him. And he adds, 
" Neither pray I for .these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word; that they all 
may be one; as thou. Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us; that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me. " I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one." ^ ' 

O k w-hat infinity of love is breath
ed through this whole prayer! A fit 
climax fe) the gospel scheme, whose 
crowning :beauty must fUl every mind 
•with the* most exalted conceptions of 
God's love to man. What could be 
done more for us—made one with each 
other, and then with the Redeemer, 
our blessed Saviour, the Almighty 
Father! And as if this perfe;ctioii of 
all love, w-as the last effort of'Divin
ity to entrance, and save an inlceliev-, 
ing world, he adds yet agakl—"that 
the world. may know tha^'^thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved tnem as thou 
hast lov.ed me." Whai, inina-itjible 
condescending love! 

This plain, simple test^—" perfect in 
one," •was, and is ever to be, then, the 
sure mark of the disciples of Jesus, 
by which the world may judge of the 
reality of their professed faith. And 
now in a matter so important, so all-
absorbing to those who are intent on 
eternal life, let us carefully and honest
ly enquire. 

In what are we to " be one? " Is it 
to be one in theory in our doctrinal 
'views of God's word? If so,. b"ut a 
tithe of the professed Christian world, 
ever were or will be members of the 
great family of Christ. All history 
and experience contradict this, for we 
have the record ot a multitude of those 
who lived and died in Jesus, belonging 
to different branches of the Church. 

Is it then, to be united merely in our 
efforts to save,; others lost in sin? 
No, this is not it, for even among 
those who can agree in their the
ology, there is discord here. And 
taking the whole Church, in no one 
thing is there greater diversity of 
feeling than in this. 

Is it to bje so united that the worldly 
goods of all are " held in common f" 
Let the results of the many associa
tions among Christians professedly es
tablished for this end, answer the ques
tion. There have been many " mutual 
aid " societies, but who ever heard of 
them as a, fruit of being one in Jesus. 
They were never cemented together by 
love to God, as in the old Apostolic 
Church, nor did they ever prove to the 
world, that their members were " per
fect in one." The record of their ef
fects upon Christians, and upon the 
world, tells us that they were ever a 
most fruitfiil source of hatred, envy, 
and discord. 

Ah ! the secret of being " one," lies 
not in any one or all of them. It is a 
power that no human wisdom can . 
counterfeit. Men may embrace thef>-
ries that are perfect, and may make 
their views of truth harmonize, while 
their hearts are as opposite as the 
poles, and full of hatred. They may 
band together in great numbers to se
cure union of effort in carrying (tut 
their plans for making disciples to 
their faith, but pride or self-love 
is the main-spring of their zeal, and 
the world only beholds' a semblance of 
union. They may form societies and 
raise funds for mutual benefit, but ex
perience proves that here the only 
bond of " brotherhood" is a love that 
requires some dowry to render the ob
ject worthy of being loved or relieved. 

Through all these w-e make a fruit
less search for the element which Je
sus infused into the hearts of those 
w-ho left all to follow him. These 
were to be one as the Father and the 
Son were one—" as thou Father, art m 
me, and I in thee"—^o "I in them." . 
This unfolds the whole mystery: Jesus 
in us. When the Son of God is re
vealed in our hearts we cannot but be 
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one. Does one ask here, how then 
are we to know he is in us ? We an
swer by the fruit we bear, as well as 
"by the Spirit which he hati given us." 

And now then as we have ascer
tained where this perfection of union 
does not exist, let us find if we can, 
where it does. Who are one in Jesus ? 
If we are in Jesus and he n̂ us, our 
hearts will unite in love for each other, 
and for sinners. So that whatever 
doctrines we hold, founded on God's 
word, or whatever are our notions of 
the best means of sa-ving souls, love 
for the perishing, swallows up every 
minor consideration, and we have no 
room for controversy. United in Je
sus, no self reigns to the exclusion of 
our brother, in gratifying our wants. 

, W e love to share what we have with 
those who have not. The end of our 
ambition is not to secure position or' 
enjoyment, or a name, but to fiirther 
the cause of God in the earth. To do 
this, we can give a farm as soon as a 
shilling, when we are convinced God 
demands it. We live not unto our
selves, but unto God. When -H-e thus 
become one, we put forth as much ef
fort to save the poor as the rich—we 
love the bond as weU as the free—^we 
will sacrifice as much to save outcasts, 
reckless in sin, as to save genteel sin-
ness. We that are truly one love 
those most who bear most of the im
age of Jesus—we do not love becuuse 
we are loved alone, but because we 
see that which is to be loved. And 
this in no wise excludes that love for 
souls which will lead us even to peril 
our lives for their salvation. We can 
possess and exercise both, in obedience 
to that law of the divine mind which 
necessarily loves best that which bears 
most of its own likeness. We are 
one in Jesus w-ho love to bear spiritual 
burdens for each other, and for the 
work of God. We love to weep with 

• those who weep and rejoice with those 
that rejoice—their griefs are ours, their 
ipjs are ours, and we watch over each 
other in love, jealous only lest we 
grieve the Holy Spirit, and offend God. 
We live to build each other up in 

Christ, and we rejoice in proportion as 
we see the impress of the Master in 
each other. No jealousy lest one be
come more a favorite than ourselves. 
" In honor, preferring one another." 

We (iannot receive honor one of an
other—we know no titles of distinc
tion, but those God has made. We re
member that the nobility of heaven, 
are the weak "chosen" to confound 
the things that are mighty, and things 
which are not to bring to nought the 
things that are." 

How many of us who profess to be 
pilgrims to Mount Zion, bear these 
marks of the love which is in Christ 
Jesus ? We fea^ the siftings of re
proach and persecution wUl leave but 
a handfiil, who can be measured by the 
standard -which Jesus himself raised. 
How many are there who are wiUing 
to be counted as the filth and off-scour
ing of all things—wha glory in tribu
lations—who have^ladly sSfiered the 
loss of all things for Jesus' sake-^ 
who are ready for stripes and impris
onment—yea, who count not their 
lives dear unto themselves, so they may 
finish their course with joy ? There 
are those in these days, bless God! who 
t3an answer these questions, and an
swer them right. AUthese things t h e ^ 
Holy Ghost witnesseth they are able°"^ 
to do, "and some of them they have 
done. Glory to God in the highest! 
And as Jesus said, "' The world hath 
hated them because they are not of 
this world." They are accused of 
causing strife and tiivisions—of divid
ing families and neighborhoods—of 
rending Churches and Conferences—of 
easting out devils by Belzebub, the 
prince of the devils. But while they 
have, in all these things, been learning 
how- to sympathise with Jesus, in the 
dreadfiU load he bore, they have had 
the presence of the promised Com
forter to sustain them. Jesus says of 
them, " I am glorified in thenii." 
"And the glory which thou gavest me 
I have given them, that they may be 
one, even as we are one !" They have 
tasted of this glory even here, and 
found it bearing th^ soul far beyond 
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the reach of their foes. They love 
their enemies. F r o m the depths of 
their souls they can say, " Fa ther for
give them, they know not what, they 
do ." There is love that none but God 
can bestow. And then to seal this 
glorious union with each other and 
with Christ, we have the promise that 
we shall be with him, where he is, that 
we may behold the glOry given him of 
the Father . Blessed union, begun on 
earth—^to know no barrier but sin to 
its everlasting growth and perfection ! 
Exhaustless l o v e ! 

This la the grace must Uve and s'lng 
"Wien faith and hope shaU ceaae, 
And sound from every joyful atring 
Through all the realms of bliss. 

TRUSTING IN JESUS. 

BY ALFEED SULLY. 

Trusting in a Saviour's blood— 
O, my Father, here I pray, 

'lunge me in the healing flood, 
Cleanse and wash my sins away; 

:e, 0 make me pure and white 
In that fount that gushed for me, 

Fit to be au angel bright. 
And to dwell above -with thee. 

Trusting in a Saviour's love— 
Father, now I liome to thee. 

Send to me the»heav'nly dove. 
Set me from earth's trammels free; 

Cleanse my heart and make me pure; 
Give to me a spuit new. 

And oh, help me to endure 
All on earth I may pass through. 

Guide me thro' the valley deep. 
Thro' the dark and tangled wood. 

O'er the mountain's rugged steep. 
Till I come where Jesus stood. 

'Till I come to be like-him. 
Filled with thy own beauteous love, 

Freed from every mortal sin— 
Fit to dwell with thee above. 

H E is happy whose circumstances 
suit his temper, but he is more excel
lent who can suit his temper to any 
circumstances. . 

ARE YOU SAFE? 

,It is no infaUible sign that we are 
not ourselves the sons of perdition, 
because people regard us as the child
ren of God, and beeause our external 
deportment seems to justify their opin
ion. F o r among those who are re
spected, and reputed as blameless 
characters, among churchmen and 
those who are apparently devout, nay, 
even among those who frequent the 
Lord's Table, may be found such as 
are rushing onward to destruction. In 
congregations where the Gospel i s 
preached, Satan entraps individuals in 
the snare of .religious self-deception, 
as well as in the pits of infidelity and 
ungodliness. Among those to whom 
the dreadful w^ords will be addressed, 
" I never knew you," not a few will be 
found, who with good reason, are able 
to say, " Lord have we not eaten and 
drunk in thy presence ? have we not 
jKTophesied in thy name ? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works?" 
The disciples were aware of this ; and 
hence, on the Lord's informing them, 
that there was one among them who 
was accursed, they were by no means 
satisfied with being merely in their 
Master 's immediate vicinity. ' ' Lord," 
they ask one after the other, deeply 
concerned and grieved, " Is it I ? Is it 
I? " Let us follow their example in 
this respect, and riot seek at a distance 
those who shall eventually perish. 
Let us commence the inquiry wi*lim 
our own walls, and not exclude our
selves from those whom wfe regard as 
being possibly the deplorable people 
in question. On the contrary, let 
each firat examine h imsdi . It is not 
only those who openly revolt, and 
swear allegiance to the enemies of 
God and his annointed, who are hasten- • 
iug to perdition, but there are also 
otliers, -srith the Bible in their hands, 
and the name of Jesus on their lips, 
who wiU finaUy per ish .—KRUMMACHEB. 

REPUTATION is often got 
merit, and lost without fault. 

without 
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A BITTER BUT HEALTHFUL 
MORSEL. 

BY THE REV. WILLIAM ABNOT. 

" 'Whoso loveth Instruction,' loveth knowledge; 
but he that hateth reproof is brutish.—PBOV. XU, 1. 

Reproof is not pleasant to nature. 
We may learn to value it for its re
sults, but it never wiU be sweet to 
our taste. At the best it is a bitter 
morsel. The tUfference between a 
wise man and a fool is, not that one 
Ukes and the other loathes it—both 
(Uslike it—but the fool casts away the 
precious because it is unpalatable, and 
the wise man accepts the unpalatable 
because it is precious. It is brutish in 
a man to act merely according to the 
impulse of sense. We are not so 
foolish when the health of our bodies 
is at stake. When we were children in
deed, if left to ourselves, we would have 
swaUowed greedily the gilded sweet
meat that sickened us, and thrown 
away the bitter medicine which was 
fitted to purge disease from the chan
nels of lite ; but when we became men, 
we put these childish things away.-
Day by day, in thousands of instances 
that concern this life, we accept the 
bitter because it is salutary, and reject 
the sweet because it destroys. Would 
that we were equally wise for higher 
interests ! '•' I hate him ; for he doth 
not prophecy good concerning me," 
(1 Kings xxii, 8 ;) there, in the person 
of that ancient Israelitish king, is hu
manity in the lump and without dis
guise. Gro^vn men lick flattery in 
because it is sweet, and refuse faithful 
reproof because it is unpleasant. The 
best of us has much to learn here; 
and yet we think that, by pains and 
prayer, Christians might make large 
and. rapid progress in this department. 
No'advancement wiU.be attained with
out particular'~and painstaking trial; 
but such trial will not be labor lost. 
Paul reached his high attainments not 
by an easy flight through the air, but 
by many toilsome steps on the weary 
ground; smaUer men need not expect 

to find a royal road to spirityigl, per
fection. " Herein do I exercise, my
self," he said, " that 1 may have ^ con
science void of offence." Wha*t he 
obtained only by hard exercise,, we 
need not expect to tirop into our' bo
som. Here is an exercise ground for 
Christians who would like to grow in 
grace. Nature hates reproof; let 
grace take the bitter potion, and thrust 
it down nature's throat, for the sake 
of its healing power. If we had wis
dom and energy to take to ourselves 
more of the reproof that is agoing, and 
less of the praise, our spiritual con
stitution would be in a sounder state. 

Some of the reproof comes directly 
from God by his pro^idence and in his 
word. This,, if there be a right spirit 
of adoption, it is perhaps easier to 
take. So thought David. When he 
found that a terrible rebuke must come, 
he pleaded that he might fall into the 
hands of God, and not into the hands 
of man. Still these chastenings are 
painful, and wisdom from above is 
needed to receive them aright. But 
although aU are ultimately at the dis
posal of the Supreme, most of the re
proofs that meet us in life come imme
diately from our ̂ fellow-men. Even 
when it is just in substance and kiniUy 
given, our own selflove kicks hard 
against i t ; and, alas ! the most of it is 
mixed with envy and applied in anger. 
Here is room foS the exercise of a 
Christian's highest art. There is a 
way of profiting by reproof, although 
it be administered by an enemy. It ia 
ill such narrows of life's voyage that 
the difference oomes most clearly out 
between the wise and the foolish. A 
neighbor is offended by something that 
I have said or done. He becomes 
enraged, and opens a foul mouth upon 
me. This is his sin and his burden; 
but what of me? Do I kindle at his 
fire, and tlirow back his epithets with 
interest in his face ? This is brutish. 
It is the stupid ox kicking everything 
that pricks him, and being doubly lac
erated for his pains. It is my business 
and my interest to take good for my
self, out of another's evil. The good 

\ 
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is there, and there is a way of extract
ing it. The most unmannerly scold 
thSt ever came from an unbridled 
tongue may have its filth precipitated 
and turned ujitp a precious ointment, 
as the sewerage of a city, instead of 
damaging the people's health, may as 
a fertilizer become the reduplicator of 
the people's food. The proces's is 
difficult, but when skillfully performed 
it prcTduces a large return. When 
Shimei basely cursed David in his dis
tress, the counsel of a rude warrior 
was, " Let me go over arid take off his 
head." This was merely a brutish in
stinct—the beam that lay not on the 
solid, rebounding, by the law of its 
nature, to the blow. But the king 
had been getting the good of his great 
affliction. At that moment' he had 
wisdom, and therefore he got more. 
He recognized a heavenly Father's 

' hand far behind the foul tongue of 
Shimei; he felt that the rebuke, though 
cruelly given, contained salutary truth. 
He occupied himself not with the 
falsehood that was in it, in order to 
blame the reprover, but with the truth 
that was in it, in oriier to get humbling 
for himself. _" Let him alone," said 
the fallen monarch, meekly; " let him 
alone%and let him cm-se, for the Lord 
hath bidden him," Here is wisdom. 
It is wise to receive correction from 
God, although if come through an un
worthy instrument. Although the im
mediate agent meant it for evil, our 
Father in heaven can make it work for 
good. 

SCOPE OF MIRACLES.—^The Gospel 
miracles' differ from all others in their 
nature arid frequency, and in the disin
terestedness which characterized them. 
Neither the Saviour nor his disciples 
ever w-rought a miracle for their own 
personal benefit. Dr. Carson' well 
says: 

" Trophimus have I left at Miletum 
sick." Did you, Paul? And why did 
you leave him sick when you possessed 
the power of working miracles? Why 
were jou so profuse of your miracles 

in Melita, -while you are so sparing of 
them among your best friends? For 
the very reason of showing that mira
cles are rather for the proof of the Gos
pel, shan for the private benefit even 
of the heirs of glory. God is sovereign 
in this as *^U as in everything else. 
Jesus healed the ear of the high priest's 
servant, whUe Paul did not heal his 
friend Trophimus. J l i e apostles exer
cised their pow-er, uiotTsytheir discre
tion or caprice, but\^y^he''-6uggestion 
of the Holy Spirit. This, then, is a 
providential fact, the record of which, 
though to human wisdom trifling, is yet 
of great importance to the children of 
God. They are not to expect that they 
•\v-ill always be free from- sickness, or 
that their sickness will be soon dismiss
ed. They have reason to trust that 
God w-ill always be with them, and will 
turn every thing to good for them. 
But they must submit to him as a sov
ereign who gives no account of his 
matters. 

NOTHING can avail or save, if Jesus 
is not ours. If you, njy readers had 
any commensurate idea, how much 
you need him, you would throw open 
every avenue to admit him. Gladly 
would you divest yourselves of that. 
which is the dearest and most precious 
to you, in order that you might possess 
him. Nay, you would risk your very 
lives, much more the vain delights, 
and empty honors of this world, in 
order to gain him. There exists no 
compensation for the want of Jesus, 
and the cleansing efficacy of his blood. 
The most specious tissue of austeri
ties, of morality, and devotional ex
ercises, can not supply his place. It is 
only a more handsome dress for a de
linquent, and not the wedding garment 
for the invited guest.—KRUMMACHEB. 

TEMPTATIONS, when we meet them 
at first, are as the Lion that roared 
upon Sampson; but if we overcome 
them, the next time we see them we 
shall find a nest of honey within them. 
— B U N Y A N . ••^-

SiLENCE seldom doeth harm. 
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G R O W T H IN G R A C E . 

BY DODDRIDGE. 

Do you find divine love advancing 
in your soul ? Do you feel yourself 
more and more sensible of the presence 
of God? and does that sense grow more 
delightful to you than it formerly was? 
Can you, even when your natural spir
its are weak and low, and you ai-e not 
in any frame for the orders and ecsta-
cies of devotion, nevertheless find a 
pleasing rest, a calm repose of heart, in 
the thought that God is near you, and 
that he sees the secret sentiments of 
your soul, while you are, as it were, 
laboring up the hill, and casting a long
ing eye toward him, though you cannot 
say you enjoy any sensible communi
cations from him ? Is it agreeable to 
you to open your heart to his inspec
tion and regard, to present it to him 
laid bare of every disguise, and say 
with David, 'VThou, Lord, knowest thy 
servant?" Do you find a growing es
teem and approbation of that sacred 
law of God, which is the transcript pf 
his moral perfections? Do you in-
wartUy " esteem all his precepts con-

/ cerning all things to be right ?" Psalm 
' cxix, 128. Do you discern, not only 

the necessity, but the reasonableness, 
the beauty, the pleasure of obedience; 
and feel a-growing scorn aud contempt 
of those things which may be offered 
as the price of your innocence, and 
would tempt you to sacrifice or hazard 
your interest in the divine power and 
friendship ? Do you find an ingenuous 
desire to please God, not only because 
he is so powerful, and has so many 
good and so many evil things entirely 
at his command, but £epm a veneration 
of his most amiable nature and charac
ter ? and do you find your heart habit
ually reconcUed to a most humble sub
jection, both to his commanding and 
to his disposing will? Do you per-
Cieive that your own wUl is now more 
read^ and disposed in every circum
stance, to bear the yoke, and to submit 
to the divine determination, whatever 

he appoints to be borne or forborne ? 
Can you " in patience possess your 
soul?" Luke xxi, 19. Can you main
tain a more steady calmness and seren
ity, when God is stl-iking at your dear? 
est enjoyments in this world, and aet^ 
ing most directly contrary to your 
present interests, to your natural pas
sions and desires ! If you can, it is a 
most certain and noble sign that grace 
is growing up in you to a very vigor-
rous state. 

AN AWFUL WARNING.—The Balti
more Clipper of June 1st, has the fol
lowing : We heard yesterday, from 
an entirely satisfactory and responsible 
source, the particulars of an occurrence 
which can only be looCed upon as an 
instance of Divine rebuke for taking 
tlfe name of the Almighty in justifica
tion of a falsehood. We refrain from 
mentioning names through considera
tion of the parties, who are respectable 
persons, residing in the south-western 
section of the city. It appears that a 
few days since the aunt of a young girl 
about eighteen years of age, accused 
her of having been guilty of some mis
conduct, which she positively denied, 
and on being again accused, she called 
upon God to strike her blind if she was 
not telling the truth. In a moment af
ter, according to her own statement, a 
film seemed to pass before her eyes, 
and in the course of five minutes she 
was totally blind, and has continued 
sightless ever since. The afflicted vii3-
tim of her own impiety confessed that 
she had called upon her Maker to justi
fy her in what was a falsehood. 

The Madison (Iowa) Plaindealer 
says that a poor miserable wretch liv
ing near Farmington, in 'Van Buren 
County, while horribly blaspheming 
God on Saturday last, for withholding 
rain from his suffering crops, was sud
denly struck with palsy, and almost 
immediately died. 

ONE always receiving never giving, 
is like- the stagnant pctil, in which 
whatever remains corrupts. 
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WOMAN'S I N F L U E N C E . 

BY MISS 1 . S. CLEMENT. 

SisTEB in Christ—Did you ever con
sider the weighty influence you are ex
erting either for or against the cause 
you have espoused ? Did you ever 
reflect upon the fathomless depths of 
the consequences which will arise fi'om 
your individual influence: that if di-

' rected to the promotion of the highest 
good of'your fellow-beings you will 
call into action the noblest energies and 
highest powers of which humanity is 
susceptible ? Did you ever think that 
in every soul with whom you come in 
contact in your daily walks, there is a 
power for good, or evil, that may tell 
upon generations yet in the remote 
future; that an action of which you are 
hardly conscious, may make an indel
ible impression upon others^-an im
pression which may afiect their fiiture 
destiny, and the destiny of the world ? 
Perhaps you think your sphere is so 
Umited, and your influence so small 
that it does not matter. You may 
think your sex shields you from the 
Exercise of this unbounded influence ; 
but. Sister, you are laboring under a 
serious mistake. If your direct influ
ence does not extend beyond your own 
family circle, you may there wield a 
power tljat shall shake the world. 

Your sex brings you into the closest 
contact -̂ v-ith the mind in its most im
pressible state, and you are fearfully 
accountable for the impressions you 
make. • Have you a brother? You 
are, perhaps, unconscious of the power 
you exert over hiin. Y'our gentle in
fluence has restrained him when his im
petuous nature has rebelled against 
parental authority. He may affect con
tempt fbr your religion, but in his 
heart he respects you fbr it, and. your 
pious example and earnest prayers may 
yet lead him to seek the " Pearl of 
great price," and the life which might 
otherwise have been a curse to the 
world, may, in the service of the Re
deemer, vvin many souls from sin. He 

may become a bright star in your 
crown of rejoicing. 

Perhaps your earnest zeal in the 
(jause of God may stimulate a father, 
who, worn and weary with the strifes 
and turmoils of life, is ready to lay 
down his watch, to renewed diligence in 
the Master's service. His counsels and 
prayers first led you into the narrow 
way, and, when treading the slippery 
path of youth, he anxiously guarded 
your-footsteps, enabling you to shun 
the snares of the tempter, and now, 
trusting that your feet are firmly plant
ed on the Rock, he feels safe in your 
counsels, and relies upon your spiritual 
strength to aid him in his journey 
home. 

Sister, is your destiny linked with 
one vvhom you have promised to love, 
honor, and keep in sickness and health, 
for whom you have promised to for
sake all others, and keep thee only un
to him so long as ye both shall live ? 
Your influence may determine the char
acter of your husband. If he is a 
stranger to Christ, your life of devo
tion, your patience amid trials, your 
resignation in affliction, and your faith-
fiilness in the discharge of duty, may 
win the heart over to the service of his 
Maker, which the most stirring appeals 
from the pulpit have failed to reath. 
Has your husband heard and obeyed 
the command of the Master, " Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gos
pel to every creature ?" Your sympa
thy and counsels may do more to en
courage and sustain him in his heaven-
appointed labors., than all the world be
side. • Are you repining at your lot in 
being cast out upon the world with no 
permanent abiding place ? are you sigh
ing for the happy home, and its delight
ful associations, in which you spent 
•your childhood ?' Do you meet him 
w-ith whom you hav-e promised to labor 
for the building up of Christ's king
dom in the w-orld, with murmurs and 
complaint 1 

These will do more to fetter his 
spirit and hinder tus usefulness, than 
all the scorn and contempt that an un-
gotUy world could heap upon him. 
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And your influence may rob him' of 
many a bright star that would other
wise shine in his crown of rejoicing. 

Sister, have you calmly folded your 
hands, and quietly sat down content to 
see others labor in the vineyard of 
the Lord, while you are sighing that 
you have not a more extensive field to 
labor in ? What though your position 
is an obscure one ? your inifluence is just 
as potent in youi- sphere, as though it 
were a more exalted one. If you first 
discharge the duties which devolve 
upon you in your humble station faith
fully, and the Father sees that you are 
fitted for a broader field of usefiilness, 
he will open the way for you. But if 
you already possess wealth, station, and 
talent, they only add to the extent of 
your influence. How important then 
that it be whoUy on the right side. In 
order to have your influence. over 
others all that it should be, regard must 
be had, not to the outward deportment 
alone, but to the putward adornings 
whicii every one can observe, and 
which exert an influence wherever you 
go. " They are kno'wn and read of aU 
men." Christ said to his disciples, 
" Ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world," and 
again the Apostle Paul says, "Be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind ; that j-e may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect wUl 
of God." 

Then, Sister in Christ, let us awake, 
and in spite of position, circumstances, 
or means, let our whole influence be to 
the buUding up of Christ's Kingdom 
in the world. " For so an entrance 
shaU be ministered unto you abundant
ly into the everlasting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. . 

IT is better, said Antisthenes, to fall 
among crows than flatterers, for those 
only devour the dead, these the Uving. 

GOD hath often a great share in a lit
tle house. '^ ' 

ALL are not thieves that dogs bark at. 

S T R I V E TO E N T E R IN A T 
T H E S T R A I T G A T E . 

"STRIVE to enter in at the strait 
gate." ' And in order thereto, settle it 
in your heart, andlet it ever be upper-.^ 
most in your thoughts, that if y'on ar^ 
in the broad way, you are in the way 
that leadeth to destruction. If many 
go with you, as sure as God is true, 
both they and you are going to heU I 
If you are walking as the generaUty of 
men walk, you are walking to the bot
tomless pit! Are many wise, many 
rich, many mighty, or noble, traveling 
with you in the same way ? By this 
token, without going any farther, you 
know it does not lead to life. Here is 
a short, a plain, an infaUible rule, be
fore you enter into particulars. In 
whatever profession you are engaged, 
you must be singular, or be damned ! 
The way to heU has nothing singular in 
i t ; but the way to heaven is singular
ity all over; if you move but one step 
towards God, you are not as other 
men are. But regard not this. It is 
far better to stand alone, than to fell 
•into the pit. Run then with patience 
the race which is set before thee, 
though thy companions therein are but 
few! They will not always be so. 
Yet a little whUe, and thou wUt come 
to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly and church of 
the first-born, and to the spirits of uist 
men made perfect." * 

Now, then, " strive to enter in at 
the strait gate," being penetrated with 
the deepest sense of the ine.xpressible 
danger your soul is in, so long as you 
are in the broad way—s.6 long as you 
are void of poverty of spirit, and aU 
that inward religion 'which the many, 
the rich, and the wise, account mad
ness. " Strive to enter in," being 
piercecl with sorrow and shame for 
having so long run on with the unthink
ing crowd, utterly neglecting; if not 
despising that " holiness without which 
no man can see the Lord." Strive, as 
in an agony of holy fear, lest " a prom
ise being made you of entering into his 

I 



! ' ? * • * 

274 THE EAENEST CHEISTIAN. 

rest," even that " rest which remaineth 
for the people of God," you should 
nevertheless " come • short of it." 
" Strive, in all the fervor of desire, 
with "groanings which cannot be ut
tered." Strive by prayer without ceas
ing; at all times, in all places, lifting 
up your heart to God, and giving him 
no rest, till you " aw-ake up after his 
likeness," and are "satisfied with it." 

" Strive to enter in at the strait gate," 
not only by this agony of soul, of convic
tion, of sorrow, of shame, of desire, of 
fear, of unceasing prayer; but likewise 
by ordering thy conversation aright, 
by walking with all thy strength in all 
the ways of God ; the •way of innocence, 
of piety, and of mercy. Abstain from 
aU appearance of evil; do all possible 
good to all men; deny thyself, thy own 
•will, in all things, and take up thy cross 
daUy. Be ready to cut off thy right-
hand, to pluck out thy right eye, and 
cast it from thee; to suffer the loss of 
goods, friends, health, all things on 
earth, so thou mayest enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven !—JOHN WESLEY. 

THE POWER OF THE HOLY 
GHOST. 

D B . ARNOLD once crBserved of .a bad 
pupU and his instruction, " It is very 
often like kicking a football up hill. 
You kick it upwards twenty yards, and 
it roUs back nineteen. Still you have 
gained one yardy and then in a good 
many kicks you make some progress. 
Here is genuine encouragement for the 
teacher placed among the rough and 
rude. It is not in the nature ot instruc
tion and correction wholly to be thrown 
away. 

" IF we work on marble, it wUl per
ish ; if we work on brass, time will 
efface i t ; if we rear temples, they will 
crumble into dust. If we work upon 
immortal minds, if we imbue them 
•with high principles, with just fear of 
God and their fellow men, we engriave 
on these tablets something which no 
time can efface, but which will brighten 
to aU eternity." 

SOME professed Christians have noth
ing belonging to the sheep but the skin. 

IF the amazing revival which charac
terized the last century be viewed 
merely as a natural progress of mental 
influence, no analysis can find elements 
of power greater than have often ex
isted in a corrupting and falling Church, 
or than are found at many periods when 
no blessed effects are produced. Men 
equally learned, eloquent, orthodox, in
structive, may be found in many ages 
of Christianity. It is utterly impossi
ble to assign a natural reason why 
Whitefield should have been the means 
of converting so many more sinners 
than other men. Without one trace 
of logic, philosophy, or any thing wor
thy to be called systematic theology, 
his sermons, viewed intellectually, take 
an humble place aniong humble efforts. 
Turning again to his friend, Wesley, we 
find calmness, clearness, logic, theology, 
discussion, definition, point, appeal, but 
none of that prodigious and unaccount
able power which the human intellect 
would naturaUy connect with move
ments so amazing as those which took 
place under his word. Neither the 
logic of the one, nor the declamation 
of the other, furnishes us with the se
cret of their success. There is enough 
to account for men's being affected, ex
cited, or convinced ; but that does not 
account for their living holy lives ever 
after. Thousands of pulpit orators 
have swayed their audiences, as a wind 
sways standing corn; but, in the result, 
those who were most affected differed 
nothing from their former selves. An 
eflfect of eloquence is sufficient to ac
count for a vast amount of feeling at 
the moment; but to trace to this a 
moral power, by which a man, for his 
life long, overcomes his besetting sins, 
and adorns his name with Christian 
virtues, is to make sport of human 
nature. 

Why should these men have done 
what many equally laerned, and able, 
as divines and orators, never did? 
There must have been an element of 
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power in them which criticism cannot 
discover. What was that power ? It 
must be judged of by its sphere, and 
its effects. 'Where did it act? and •what 
tiid it produce ? Every power has its 
own sphere. The strongest arm •wiU 
never convince the understanding; the 
most forcible reasoning wUl never lift 
a weight, the brightest sunbeam will 
never pierce a plate of iron, nor the 
most powerful magnet move a pane of 
glass. The soul of man has separate 
regions, and that which merely convin
ces the intellect may leave the emo
tions untouched; that which merely 
operates on the emotions may leave 
the understanding unsatisfied, and that 
which affects both, may yet leav-e the 
moral pow-ers uninspired. The crown
ing power of the messenger of God, is 
power over the moral man; pow-er 
which, whether it approaches the soul 
through the avenue of the intellect or of 
the affections, does reach into the soul. 
The sphere of true Christian power is 
the heart—the moral man; and the re
sult of its action is not to be surely 
distinguished from that of mere elo
quence by instantaneous emotion, but 
by subsequent moral fruit. Power 
which cleanses the heart, and produces 
holy living, is the power of the Holy 
Ghost. It may be through the logic 
of Wesley, the declamation of White-
field, or the simple common sense 
of a -plain servant woman, or labor
ing-man ; but whenever this power is 
in action, it strikes deeper into human 

^nature than any mere reasoning oi4 
pathos. Possibly it does not so soon 
bring a tear to the eye, or throw the 
judgment into a posture of acquies
cence ; but it raises in the breast 
thoughts of God, eternity, sin, death, 
heaven and heU; raises them, not as 
mere ideas, opinions, or articles of faith, 
but 'as the images and echoes of real 
things. 

We may find in many parts of the 
country, where much has been done to 
dispel darkness and diffuse true relig
ion, that some of the first triumphs of 
grace were entirely due; to the wonder
ful effects produced by the private and 

fireside talking of some humble Chris
tians, who had themselves gone to the 
throne of Grace, and waited there un
til they had received the baptisin of 
fire. 

In proportion as the power of this 
pne instrument is overlooked, and other 
means are trusted in to supply its ^ 
place, does the true force of Christian 
agency decline ; and it may without 
hesitation be said, that when men hold-
in» the Christian ministry habitually 
and constantly manifest their distrust 
in the power of the Holjr Ghost to 
give them utterance, they publicly ab
jure the true theory of Christian preach
ing. It is according to the authority 
of its Author, delivering a message 
from God—a message through man, it 
is true—but not delivered through the 
excellency of man's speech, not under 
the guidance of man's natural wisdom; 
a message, the effect of which does not 
rest upon the artistic arrangement, 
choice, and ardor of words, but .upon 
the extent to which its utterance is per
vaded by the Holy Ghost.—ARTHUR. 

' A BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT.—When I 
gaze into the stars, they look down 
upon me with pity from their serene 
spaces, like eyes glistening with tears, 
over the little lot-of man. Thousands 
of generations, all as noisy as our o'wn, 
have been swaUowed up by time, anti 
there remains no record of them any 
more; yet Arcturus and Orion, Sirius 
and the Pleiades, are still shining in 
their courses, clear and yoaafSs when 
the shepherd first noted them from the 
plain of Shinar. What shadows we 
are, and what shadows we pursue!— 
THOMAS CARLYLE. 

RULE OF F A I T H . ^ A belief that in 
all things, and at all events God is to 
be obeyed ; ^ a t there is the essential 
distinction of holiness and sin in aU 
conduct, both within the wind and in-
external action, and that sin is abso
lutely a dreadful evU; that that must 
not be done which must be repented 
of; that the future should predominate 
over the present.—FOSTER. 
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E N T H U S I A S M . 

When the H-oly Spirit is in full 
union with a. Church, and when a 
Church is in full communication with the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, there 
wiU be proportionate compassion, ten
derness and concern for the souls of 
men; tmd these wUl be e.xcited aud 
developed in a higher degree than 
could be accomplished by the mere 
sympathies of humanity. It deserves 
to be exhibited on the faee ot the skies, 
in letters as bright and vivid as rain
bows, that, on the supposition that a 
soul is in real danger pf being lost, no 
excitement of the -emotions however 
high, no anguish of feeling however 
intense, is either extravagant or enthu
siastic. The enemies of religious 
emotion, brand this exeitenient with 
the epithet of enthusiastic; but it is 
only in proportion as they diminish 
the amount of danger which produ
ces it. It must, however, be admitted 
that there is, in connection with this 
subject one state of religious emotion 
which well deserves to be called enthu
siasm—w-eak, vain and empty enthu
siasm. It is enthusiasm to fancy facts 
concerning the soul which are not tes
tified in the Scriptures; it is enthusi
asm to fancy that a soul is under the 
influences of theSpirit, when there are 
uo fruits of the Spirit: it is enthusi
asm to expect a thing strongly without 
using the appointed means; to expect 
a soul to go to heavî E ŵ ho neither 
waUts nor seeks the way thitherward; 
to expect a mysterious process of 
forced conversion to take place in the 
dying hour; and to hope there is no 
danger to the soul, when the Scriptures 
declare that it is in danger of eternal 
perdition. The men who indulge in 
these fancies and expectations, and op
pose enthusiasm, are themselves fanat
ics the most wild and extravagant.— 
DB. JENKYN. 

ONE half our forebodings of UI to our 
neighbors are but our wishes, which 
we are ashamed to utter in any other 
form.—^LANDON. 

DIVINE GUIDANCE.—^Though the Di
vine dispensation of spiritual aid is no 
longer mfraculous, the presence of 
Christ no longer-visible, for we "walk 
(whoUy) by faith, not by sight," stUl 
that aid is not less real, that presence 
not less abiding. The Spirit ever " help-
eth our infirmities." Our Divine Mas
ter has promised to " come unto them 
that love Him, and keep His saying," 
and to manifest himself to them. He 
speaks, to them, though not in a'liter
ally audible voioe^ He leads them, 
not less really than of old, though not 
literaUy, by the hand; for " as many," 
says the Apostle Paul, " as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God." If we look earnestly we shall 
see Him; if we listen attentively we 
shall hear His voice.—WHATELEY. 

DIFFICULTIES.—Wait not--ibr your 
difficulties to cease; there is no sol
dier's glory to be won on peaceful 
fields; no sailor's daring to be shown 
on sunny seas, no trust or ft'iendship 
to be proved when all goes weU. 
Faith, patience, heroic love, devout 
courage, gentleness, are not to be form
ed when there are no doubts, no pains, 
no irritations, no difficulties. The 
highly favored are they who amid tri
bulation' are patient, amid rebufis are 
meek, amid chastisement are resigned, 
amid pains are courageous, amid pro
vocations are gentJe, amid enemies are 
fiill of love, amid doubts hold fast the 
faith, amid sorrows find joy in God. 

^ MYSTERIES.—^Those who profess, by 
simplifying and explaining the myste
ries of the Christian religion, to make 
Faith easy, destroy in effefet the very 
nature of it, considered .as a duty; for 
there is surely no virtue in assenting 
to Euclid's propositions or anything 
denonstrable to the understanding. 
Such men in endeavoring to widen tbe 
strait gate, are guilty of much the same 
fault with those who turn aside from it 
in disgust. The latter will not believe 
what they find it impossible to explain; 
the former are resolved to explain what 
they find themselves compelled to be
lieve.—ARCHBISHOP WHATELEY. 
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EXPEEIENCE OF FEANCES D. BTEN8. m 
J S P E R I E N C E OF FRANCES D. 

A B Y R N S . 

T^e first five y*ars of my life, I was 
the only child of \0ood, but over indul
gent pai«nts. They professed religion, 
but wUl, Pthink, agree with me in say
ing, they were then very worldly. I 
was never taught to prajr; yet I did 
sometimes; though I was too proud to 
kneel. I do not remember hearing 
mueh about religion in my early days, 
though I knew my parents professed 
it, because my father asked a blessing 
at the breakfast table; and when the 
minister came the large Bible was 
handed him and he read and prayed 
with us. But glory be to God a very 
great change has taken place in our 
family since then. I can remember 
having but few serious thoughts when 
a child. I told a wicked lie once for 
which I felt very bad and could not rest 
tiU I had confessed it to my mother. 

While in a class-meeting at a very 
early age, I felt bad liecause my 
mother trembled and wept when she 
spoke. But I knevv not the cause of it. 

I went to Sunday school at an early 
age, and was generaUy-prompt in at
tendance. I loved to excel in reciting 
verses from the testament,, but I did 
not realize the true object of the Sun
day school, and no one taught me. 
Perhaps the teachers did not have 
time, as it took so long to hear so 
many recite. 

I distinctly remember admiring the 
rich and gay clothing of some of my 
teachers, and thinking one morning 
when my aunt wore a new bonnet 
with flowers, " I should not think 
she would like to kneel down this 
morning." It was then prayer time. 
Alas! how many think it of small im
portance what example is set before 
children. At another time when the 
Superintendent w-as asking questions 
upon the lesson, the verse came up, 
" But I say unto you, that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of 
judgment." He then asked the school 
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if we thought it was really so : and I 
said,-"(honestly) I did not think it was; 
and he said he guessed not. 

Thus was my natural inclination to 
speak idle words left unchecked. Yet 
I thank God I ever went to Suntiay 
school, for those lessons there learned 
now appear like an unsealed book. 

I ^ e w up with an unhappy fretful 
(Usposition, seeking enjoyment in try
ing to out-do some one in making fun, 
as I termed it. O, what a snare did 
this prove to me in after years! I 
reached my thirteenth year before I 
remember having any con'vietion for 
sin. There was at the time a pro
tracted effort being made for the salva
tion of souls in our viUage.-. I attended 
several of the meetings, and though 
no one spoke to me on the subject, I 
felt myself to be a great sinner. And 
when the invitation was given for 
those seeking religion to take the front 
seat, I went. I wept bitterly, and 
told them my determination to find 
my Saviour. But the next day Satan 
tried to shame me out of it, and made 
great use of my proneness to trifling 
conversation. I could not shed a tear 
during the first part of the day, but in 
the afternoon I went to meeting; and 
again my heart was melted. After a 
season of prayer, whUe they were 
singing, " My God is " reconcUed, his 
pardoning voice I hear," the preacher 
said, if we would Relieve it, it would 
be so. I thought I can do that, and for 
a moment felt reUeved. But I th'tjught 
it could not be that the work was done 
so quickly, but that I must feel very bad 
a great whUe, so I kept on seeking. 
But 1 no longer felt the weight of sin, 
and think I was converted that after
noon. I now felt that Jesus smUed 
upon me—that I was his chUd. StUI 
I do not remember to have had much 
of the glorious joys of salvation for 
more than three years af^er I made a 
profession of religion. I thought my 
life must be different—that I ought 
not to get angry nor laugh so much, 
now that I professed to he a Christian, 
and many \vere the resolutions I made -
in my own strength. Of course I 
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*""%Sr could not keep them alone, and it 
seems to me now, I never thought of 
looking to Jesus'. Being large of my 
age, I had begun to go among young 
people some, before my conversion, 
and they seemed to like me just as 
weU after it. 

Gradually I found' myself moje and 
more entangled with the vain things 
of earth. 1 often think, with regret, 
I was about that time instrumental 
in two young persons making a pro
fession of religion when they knew 
very Utile, if any, of the power of sav
ing grace in the heart. Alas ! the al
most blind leading the totaUy blind. 
O, how we cling to the world! Yet, 
" If any man love the world the love 
of the Father is not in him." Thus I 
lived on, conforming more and more 
to the w^orld-giving way to bursts of 
anger—or when thmgs suited, in indul
ging too much in levity. For a whole 
year after my conversion, I refiised or 
faUed to pray in public. The bell 
ringing for prayer-meeting seemed, to 
say, " Come pray, come pray." And I 
would resolve " I wiU," but when there 
the cross seemed so heavy, and I did 
not understand the way of looking to 
God for help to bear it. FinaUy, by 
a mighty effort, I did take the cross, 
and for a' time was justified. During 
aU this time I h»d been to class meet
ing, and would weep and tell that I 
had been trying " to carry religion in 
one hand, and the world in the other," 
and would resolve not to be so ruiie 
for the week to come—not to get im
patient again. But as often did I 
break my good resolutions. 

About a year and a half after I had 
professed to be a foUower of Jesus, a 
seminary was built in our village, and 
school opened. Here the young and 
gay assembled, and I wished to be as 
Uvely as any one, if not mare so. 
Again the cross was presented, and 
very humUiating it was too, to kneel in 
prayer-time before all the students. 
Well, at first I made the excuse to my 
mother, when she asked me concerning 
it, that the seats were too close to
gether. But soon they Were placed 

farther apart, so that I had no 
e.xcuse. A short time afterward I 
resolved in class-meeting, I would do 
it, and for a few mornings following I 
did. I must have had a little influence 
then, for a young sister who sat near 
me would kneel when I did; but my 
example the rest of the time was so 
bad, I grew ashamed of kneeling, and 
she gave it up also. I tried to per
suade myself it was not duty. For 
another year I lived in the known 
omission of duty—ceased to repent of 
my " little sins," went to class, told a 
fair story, and was loved by a large 
circle of friends. About this time. 
Brother Wells came to our place to 
labor, and once in a class meeting after 
I had spoken so smoothly, he asked 
me if I was doing every known duty ? 
I thought a moment, and the Spirit of 
God, true to its work, said very dis
tinctly, " You do not kneel in chapel." 

But I quickly replied, " It isn't du
ty," and told him I did not think of 
any I was neglecting, or something to 
that effect. 0 ! God, why was I not 
cut down when thus cumbering the 
ground ! He told me to revolve it in 
my mind during the next week, and 
see if I could not find something t was 
leaving undone. And I did think of 
it, but did not consent to do it tUI the 
next watch-night, when I solemnly 
promised God, I would. During that 
winter some of those with whom I had 
been so intimate, did UQt attend school, 
and 1 was mercifully thrown under the 
benign influence of a young sister who 
had, a few months previous, received 
the blessing of holiness. Glory be to 
God ! I think I was justified a part of 
the time, but if anything personal was 
said upon the subject of dress or any 
such thing, I would immediately rebel. 
Still the Spirit of God was at work in 
my heart, and I saw I was far from be
ing right. Thank God for light. 

But in the spring the dear sister left 
me, and again I sought my intimate' 
fiiends among the ungodly. I was 
once more as light «hd trifling as ever, 
though I did religious duties, and was 
thought to be a consistent Christian. 
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At times, 'tis true, I felt my sinfulness, 
and once said to my near friend, O, I 
feel so wicked ! But she kissed me, 
and said something about my being so 
good. Thus was my pride fed and I 
gUded along. At this time I took an 
active part in two exhibitions at the 
seminary, which seemed to kill all the 
spirituality I had remaining. What 
will the reader think of a follower of 
the " meek and lowly Jesus," appear
ing before a gazing crowd, dressed in 
white, and wearing a •wreath of flow
ers, and a long white veU, tp represent 
religion? At another time, with 
painted face and arms, decketi with 
feathers, &c., representing an Indian 
maiden? O, my Father how couldst 
thou bear with me? Yes, many pre
cious hours have I spent in preparing 
my dress, and committing compositions 
to memory, just to feed my pride—to 
gain the applause of the multitude. 
I remember thinking one afternoon 
when going on the stage to rehearse 
the dialogue, " What if God should 
so convict me that I shoiUd be com
pelled to falj down here and cry for 
mercy on the night of the exhibition ? " 
Though the teachers who superin
tended these things professed religion, 

"yet it was no excuse for me. 1 knew 
very well it was wrong, after I had 
commencied, but thought I had such a 
prominent part it would be a pity to 
break it all up. So I persisted in it. 
But glory to Jesus! soon after this I 
obtained salvation, and no longer felt 
any desire to gain the applause of the 
world. Yes, many grateful hearts of
ten praise God for the well-known 
" Black Creek Camp Meeting," or in 
other words, " The Independent Lay
men's Camp Meeting." As it was 
only a few miles from- home, I went, 
intending to stay but one day. I felt 
that I was very good that morning, for 
I did not realize my true condition in 
the sight of God. I had concluded 
that it w-as policy to cultivate a good 
disposition—not to shovo impatience 
when 1 felt it—fori wanted to be ami
able and have many friends. But a 
"wicked, proud heart lay beneath the 

unruffled surface. It was service time 
when we reached the encampment, and 
the Icrnd^ Amens from happy saints, 
found no sympathy in me. I grew 
more and more astonished, but the 
light was beginning to shine into my 
darkened soul. Glory, glory to Jesus 
for conviction. 

At night I felt too wicked to return 
home, and my parents consented to let 
me stay as long as I wished. Bless 
the Lord for that. One morning, I 
strayed into a class meeting where 
truly they had such salvation as 
I never had heard of. " I would 
praise thee, where shall I thy praise 
begiE 1" Sister KendaU who led the 
class asked me several heart-searching 
questions, and among other things • 
said, " I know you are not in the clear 
light) or you w-ould not wear that ring." 
Oj^ow sinful I felt as those holy sis-

rs looked at me, and I began to 
break down before the Lord. Plain 
dealing was just what I needed. I had 
been told I was so good, too long al
ready, I was soon seeking justifying 
grace, trying to humble myself be
fore God, the young people from our 
town looking into the tent with aston
ishment I suppose. I went mourning 
that day tUl toward evening, when the 
light broke in, and Goii did bless my 
soul. I must hav-e promised to give 
up the world then, for I was justified. 
But I soon drew back, and the 
next morning when questioned again 
in class, I sobbed out, " 0 1 can't dress 
plain." Now I never dressed very 
costly, but every time I knelt down to 
pray, something would strive with me 
to give up those needless flowers and \ 
ribbons at home. < And I wore my 
hair curled, which I saw would not do 
for me, if I would get into the light. 
Finally after some struggling, I was 
enabled to consecrate my little all, to 
break off my ring, to arrange my hair 
in a manner more becoming a Chris
tian, and to promise I would trim my 
bonnet when I should reach home. iMy 
soul was now happy in God, my'Fa 
ther. Truly I tasted the joys of salva 
tion. But frequently my past exam 
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pie came before my mind 'with such 
force, that I would almost despair, 
give way to doubts, and thus bring the 
shadows over my soul. Yet the Lord 
did bless and save me, and now I see 
he was leaiiing me. I left the camp 
ground feeling rather sorrowful, yet 
little dreaming what awaited me in 
the fiiture. 1 b ^ a n to fiilfill my 
promises to do duty, and the light of 
God shone more and more. The next 
Sabbath, I committed myself to seek 
definitely the blessing of sanctification. 

. A number of professed Christians had 
received great good at the camp meet
ing, and we had powerful prayer meet^ 
ings. Some three weeks after the 
camp meeting closed, in one of these 
glorious meetings, I was enabled to 

^consecrate myself more fully to Je
sus, to look to Him as a perfect Sa
viour, and the great work was 
•wrought. O glory to God in the 
highest. What light and glory 
streamed into my soul as soon as I 
believed. 'Tis vain to try to express 
it, but thank God many have felt the 
same. 

It is nearly a year since I com
menced to walk the highway of hoU
ness. I am yery sorry I have not 
been more faithful. I remember the 
dark hours that have foUowed when I 
have neglected*duty or Ciompromised. 
O, it seemed as if I never could smUe 
again. When Jesus had done so much 
tor me, to think I would ever shrink 
from the cross or cover up its glorious 
reproach. But at such times I had to 
confess and seek the fountain again. 
O yes ! the all-cleansing fountain that 
never is empty or shallow. Glory to 
Jesus for salvation. I wish I could 
tell how I have triumphed, over every
thing at times. When my dear parents 
thought I would be crazy, and many 
things conspired to crush my sOul then 
it was that Jesus stooped to earth, 
fiUed my soul with glory and carried 
me above. It did seem sometimes 
that I did not breathe the air of earth, 
so far did my soul soar above all its 
trials. But it was not always so: Ah! 
no, I hav6 sonietimes let these things 

trouble me. It was so hard to take a 
course which my own parents and re
latives' could not approve] If I could 
only be a consistent Christian, not so 
unlike every body else, if I would only 
dress so as not to attract attention, 
and npt go to certain (blessed) meet
ings, then all would go •vyell. But I 
must believe tUl Jesus says otherwise. 

I did my heavenly Father's will. 
'Tis nothing to boast of, for I came 
very near compromising several times, 
and once I did. But God's chUdren 
prayed, and he answered prayer, and I 
was enabled to retrace my steps, and 
walk the narrow glorious way. I went 
to Jesus and asked him to undertake 
for me. And he did ; bless his holy 
name! The tide of opposition was 
rolled back, and for months 1 have 
been permitted to foUow God as I saw 
fit. I doubt not many think me stub
born and self-willed. But Jesus 
knows how hard it was. He knows 
how much I suffered mentally. He 
knows 1 loved to obey myoarents, 
when I could obey him at J tfie same 
time. O yes! I kept a standing •wish 
for sometime that I migh>-please Jesus 

"and my mother too. But I ftnaUy 
gave it to Him, for it seems as though 
one were not satisfied when •wishing 
for anything. And now this sunny 
afliernoon, it seems to me I &uld -walk 
with Jesus upon this sinful earth, and 
never grow weary. O, may I ever 
walk in white! I know it soils easily, 
but by keeping close to Jesus' precious 
wound, the blood will keep my gar
ments as white as snow. How I long 
to see the work of God go on. I 
want to be kept in the dust at my Sa
viour's feet, lost to self and the world; 
but O, let Jesus reign without a rival. 
Yes, give me Jesus! I can say and 
feel ii too. 

" Let tbe winds blow blgb, or the winds blow lo'W, 
'Tis a pleasant sail to Canaan. Hallelujah I" 

WATCH AND PRAY. — Watching 
without prayer were but an impious 
homage to ourselves. Prayer with
out watching were but an impious and 
also albsurd homage to God.—FOSTER. 
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B I G O T R Y . 

GOD sometimes puts our desire for 
his glory to the test, by bringing under 
our eyes signal and extensive usefulness 
by other haniis than our own, or those 
of our party. Can we say, " I therein 
do rejoice, yea and •will rejoice?" Or 
do we refiise to " wish him God speed" 
whom God has sent ? Are we slow 
to believe the laborer which God has 
owned ? Dare we repine, when God 
has blessed ? Are we cold when many 
hearts are made to glow with " the love 
of God shed abroad" therein ? Are 
we unthankful when " one" who is 
not of us, " converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way, and that saveth 
a soul from death and hideth a multi
tude of sins?" When God csauseth 
others to triumph in Christ, and ma
keth manifest the savor of his name 
by them, do we siUlenly refiise to join 
in the joyous procession ? Do we re
fiise to unite in the symphonies of 
angels when they rejoice over one sin
ner that repenteth, because that sinner 
repenteth not at our bidding, but at 
some other voice not tuned to our key, 
or not shaped to our form of words ? 
Have we to accuse ourselves in any 
measure of these godless discontents ? 
O tell it not in Gath ! Publish it not 
in the streets of Ashkelon !^ Genuine 
bigotry would rather see men sink in
to pertUtion, than consent that they 
should be saved by another hand. 
What foe to l ie Gospel! "Who would 
not wish to see it detroyed ?—THOMAS 
QtriNTON S T O W . 

DEAD WORSHIP.—In a Christian 
land men become Christians by profes
sion. And while the life is decent, and 
the Church attended, all things pass off 
mighty well. But it happens these 
genteel professors are the very troops 
of Ezekiel's army, before it was qiiick-

• ened; covered weU with plump flesh 
and fair skin, yet no breath was in 
them; ranged well in rank and file, 
bone comes to his bpne^ and at a dis
tance they seem a famous army ; but 

on a near approach aU are dead men., 
No life is found among them, because 
the Holy Spirit has not breathed upon 
them. 

So fared it in the prophet's day, and 
so fareth it now. A Christian army 
still appears, with many decent soldiers 
of kindly flesh and skin, and, when ex
ercised at church, are ranked well in 
oijier; bone comes to his bone, and a 
noise of prayer is heard, but no breath 
of life is found, - no presence of the 
Lord bestowed, no quickening aids im
parted, no cheering consolations grant
ed. It is a dead scene of worship, con
ducted like an undertaker's fiineral, 
with a very cloudy face, and ya'wning 
entertainment.—BERRIDGE. 

FAITH.—A stranger to the life of 
faith makes a sport about believing, 
and thinks no work so easy or so tri
fling. He wonders why such gentle 
business should be called the fight of 
faith? why the chosen twelve should 
pray for &ith, when every human 
brain might quickly furnish out a 
handsome dose ? 
/ For my part, since first my unbe
lief was felt, I have been praying fif
teen years for faith, and praying with 
some earnestness, and am not yet pos
sessed of more than half a grain. You 
smile, sir, I perceive, at the smallness 
of the quantity; but you would not 
if you knew its efficacy. Jesus who ' 
knew it weU assures you that a single 
grain, and a grain as small as mustard-
seed, would remove a mountain; re
move a mountain load of guilt from 
the conscience, a mountainAnst from 
the heart, and a mountain-loaA of 
trouble from the mind.—BEERmoE. 

SATAN'S great design is eternally to 
ruin souls; and where he cannot do 
that, there he will endeavor to dis
comfit souls by busying them about 
the secret decrees and counsels of God, 
or by engaging them in such debates 
and disputes as neither men nor angels 
can certainly and infallibly determine, 
that so he may spoU their comforts, 
when he cannot take away their crown. 
—BROOKS. ' ' 

/ 
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THE BOY MARTYR. 

1' -

t l : -

IT was at Antioch, about three hun
dred years after the birth of Christ, 
that the deacon .of the Church of Cse-
sarea—the place from which the devout 
Centurion of the Roman army sent for 
St. Peter—was subjected to the most 
cruel tortures, in order to try his faith, 
and force him to deny the Lord who 
bought him with His own precious 
blood. The martyr, amidst his ago
nies, persisted in declaring his belief 
that there is but " one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." His flesh was al
most torn to pieces; the Roman Em
peror Galerius himself looking on. 
At length, weary of answering their 
taunting demands that he should ac
knowledge the many gods of the Hea
then, he_told his tormentor to refer the 
question to any little child whose sim
ple understanding could decide whether 
it were better to worship one God, the 
Maker of the heaven ajid earth, and 
one Saviour, who was able to bring us 
to God, or to worship the gods many, 
and the lords many whom the Ro
mans served. 

Now, it happened that a Roman 
mother had approached the scene of 
the martyr's sufferings, holding by the 
hand a little boy of eight or nine 
years old."" Pity, pr the desire of 
helping the sufferer, had probably 
brought h6r there ; but the providence 
of God had ordained for her an unex
pected trial. The judge no sooner 
heard the martyr's words than his eye 
rested on the child, and pointing to 
the boy from his tribunal, he desired 
the Christian to put the question he 
proposed to him. 

The question was asked; and to the. 
surprise of those who heard it, the 
little boy replied, " God is one, and 
Jesus Christ is one with the Father." 

The persecutor heard it, but far 
from being either softened, or con
vinced; he was filled vvith fresh rage. 

" It is a snare," he cried : " O base 
and wicked Christian! thou hast in
structed that child to answer thus." 

Then, turning to the boy, he said more 
mildly, "Tell riie, child, who taught 
you thus to speak? How did you 
learn this faith?" ^ . 

The boy glanced up to his mother's 
face, and then replied: " It was God's 
grace, that taught it to my mother; 
and when I sat upon her knee a baby, 
she taught me that Jesus loved -little 
children, and I learned to love Him 
for-his love to us." 

" Let us see now what the love of 
Christ can do for you," cried the cruel 
judge; and at a sign from him, the 
lictors, who stood ready with their 
rods, after the fashion of the Romans, 
instantly seized the poor trembling 
boy. Fain would the mother have 
saved heb timid dove, even at the ex
pense of her own life. She could not 
do so; bat she could whisper to him 
to trust in the love of Christ and to 
maintain the truth. And the poor 
child, feeble and timid as he was, did 
trust in that love; nor could all the 
cruelty of his tormentors separate him 
from it. 

"What can the love of Christ do 
for him now ? " asked the judge as the 
blood streamed from that tender flesh. 

" It enables him to endure what his 
Master endured for him and for us all," 
was the reply. 

Again they smote the chUd to torture 
his mother. 

"What can the love of Christ do for 
him now?" they asked again. And 
tears fell even from heathen eyes as 
that Roman mother, a thousand times 
more tortured than her son, answered; 

" It teaches him to forgive his per
secutors." 

And the boy watched his mother's 
eye as it rose up to heaven for him, 
and he thought of the sufferings of his 
dear Lord and Saviour, of which she 
had told; and when his tormentors in
quired whether he would not now ac
knowledge the false gods they served, 
and deny Christ, he steadfastly an
swered, " No ! there is no other God 
but one; Jesus- Chrigt is the Redeemer 
of the world. He loved me, and I 
love Him for his love." 
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Then, as the poor child fainted be-; 
tween the repeated strokes, they cast 
the quivering and mangled little body 
into the mother's arms, crying, " See 
what the love of Christ can do for 
him now." 

And as the mother pressed it gently 
to her own bleeding heart, she answer
ed:— 

" That love wUl take him from the 
•wrath of man .to the peace of heaven." 

" Mother," murmured the gasping 
child, " give me a drop of water from 
our cool well upon my tongue." 

" Child, thou shouldst not have 
time to receive it, ere it was here thou 
shouldst be drinking of the river of 
life in the paradise of God." 

She spoke over th& dying; for the 
little martyr , spake no more; and 
thus the mothet continued: " Already 
dearest, hast tnou tasted of the well 
that springeth lup to everlasting life, 
the grace of Cltist given to his little 
one; thou hast spoken the truth in 
love; arise now, for the Saviour call
eth for thee. Young, happy martyr, 

. for His sake, may He grant thy 
'mother grace to follow thy brighi 
path!" -

The boy faintly raised his quivering 
eye-lids, looked up to where the elder 
martyr was, and said again, "There 
is but one God, and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent;" and so saying, 
he died. 

T H E BOY P R E A C H E R O F 
L O U I S I A N A . 

t 
-I 

MARK BOATNER CHAPMAN is now in 
his fourteenth year. He was born in 
Clinton, Louisiana, where his parents 
StiU reside. About two years ago he 
was received in the church; very soon 
after this he commenced instructing his 
father's servants on the afternoon of 
every Sabbath. His custom was to 
read a chapter and comment upon it, 
having first closely studied the chapter, 
consulting Benson, Clark and Wesley 
on every passage. 

He at length began, says a 'writer to 
the Memphis Advocate, to speak in the 

love-feasts and class-meetings ; then to }f 
pray in the public congregation. His 
appearance is that of the merest boy, 
and he seems wholly unconscious of 
any superior gifts or attainments. He ' 
now preaches regularly every Sabbathr 
at his father's place, near the town.-
His parents have refused to allow him: 
to enter the pulpit and supply the 
place of the regular minister on Sab-

[.''bath, although he is often solicited, to 
do so. He does nothing without per
mission from his parents. He attends 
school and joins in all the amusements 
of the boys of his own age; he is a 
mere child everywhere, save when 
preaching. On last Sabbath I sat un
der his ministry, and have seldom 
been more edified and delighted with 
a sermon. His style is chaste, his 
words fitly and happily chosen. The 
nicest critic would not detect a gram-
matipal error; his manner is earnest, 
and his pathetic appeals reach all 
hearts. Occasionally his feelings over
whelm him, and he gives way to floods 
of tears. 

The most gifted lawyers, doctors 
and divines have heard him with as
tonishment and delight. I confess that 
it is most wonderfiil, and to me in
comprehensible. When I heard him, 
he preached from the text, "How long 
halt ye between two opinions?" He '^ 
preached from notes, sometimes seem
ing to forget that his notes were be
fore him. His subject was arranged 
vvith perfect system; and most logi
cally treated. When through with his 
sermon, he closed the book and gave a 
brief and touching exhortation, under ' 
which I could, with others, but weep. 
His public addresses, published, have 
attracted much attention, and should 
he live, he must, in his onward course, 
leave a broad wake on the tide of 
morals. Such is the character of the 
" Boy Preacher," •whose wonderful 
precocity is •without a parallel.—N. O. 
CRESCENT. ij, 

THOU art not the more holy, though 
thoTi be commended; nor the mOre 
abject, though thou be dispraised.— 
KEMPIS. 

v> 
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ONE BRICK WRONG. — Workmen 
were recently building a large brick 
tower, which was to be carried up 
Very high. The architect and! the 
foreman both charged the masons to 
lay each brick with the greatest exact
ness, especially the first courses, which 
were to sustain all the rest. How
ever, in laying a corner, by accident or 
carelessness, one brick was set a very 
little out of line. The work went on 
Without its being noticed, but as each 
Course of bricks was kept in line with 
those already laid, > the tower was not 
put up exactly straight, and the higher 
they built the more insecure it be
came. One day, when the tower had 
been carried up about fifty feet, there 
was heard a tremendous crash. The 
builtiing had fallen, burying the men 
in the ruins. All the previous work 
was lost, the materials wasted, and 
worst still, valuable lives were sacri
ficed, and aU from one brick laid wrong 
at the start. The workman at fault in 
this matter little thought how much 
mischief he was making for the future. 
Do you ever think what ruin may 
come o ^ n e bad habit,, one brick laid 
wrong while you are now building a 
character for life? Remember, in 

^ryouth the foundation is laid. See to it 
that all is kept straight. 

THERE are many persons who would 
wUlingly be Christians, and eminent 
Christians too, if Christianity were 
limited to great occasions. For such 
occasions they call forth whatever 
pious and devotional resources they 
have, or seem to have, and not only 
place them in the best light, but in
spire them, for the time being, With 
the greatest possible efficiency. But 
on smaller occasions, in the every-day 
occurrences and events of life, the re
ligious principle is in a state of dor
mancy, giving no signs of effective vital
ity and movement. The life of such 
persons is not like that of the sun, 
equable, constant, diffusive and benefi
cent, though attracting but little notice; 
but like the eruptive and glaring blaze 
of voicanos, which comes forth at re

mote periods, in company with great 
thunderings and shakings of the earth; 
aud yet the heart of the people is not 
made* glad by it. Such religion is 
vain; and its possessors know not 
what manner of spirit they are of.— 
UPHAM. 

TEMPTATION.—It is usual •with the 
devil in his temptings of poor creatures, 
to put a good and bad together, that by 
show -of the good the tempted might 
be drawn to do that which in truth is 
evil. Thus he served Saul; he spared 
the best of the herd and flock, under 
pretence of sacrificing to God, and so 
transgressed the plain command. But 
this the apostle said was dangerous, and 
therefore censureth such as in a state 
of condemnation. Thus he served Ad
am ; he put the desirableness of light, 
and a plain transgression of God's law 
together, that by the loneliness of the 
one, they might the easier be brought 
to do the other. O, poor Eve, do we 
wonder at thy foUy ? Doubtless we 
had done as bad with half the argument 
of th}' temptation.—BUNYAN. 

THAT love which accoinpanies salva-
vation is like the sun. I n e sun casts 
his beams upward and downward, to 
the east and to the west, to the north 
and to the south; so the love^ of a 
saint ascends to God above, and de
scends to men on earth; to our friends 

- on the right hand, to our enemies on 
the left hand; to them that are in a 
state of grace, and to them that are iri 
a state of nature. Divine love will 
stUl be working one way or another.— 
BROOKS. 

BEFORE we have God with us in 
outward labor, we must seek Him and 
obtain His direction and promise of 
help in secret. O, if thy heart were 
more in the closet, it would be more 
full of hope in the Church of God, 
where thou oughtest to act the man 
always. 

KIBWAN says that a pious Scotch
man used to pray, *'€>', Lord, keep me 
right; for thou knowest if I go wrong, 
it is very hard to turn me." 



STAND TO TOITE POST. 385 

S T A N D TO Y O U R P O S T . 

BY M. s. Dowirara. 

IF ever there was a time when the 
friends of the cause of God both 
among the ministry and laity should 
love religion, it is now. We are on 
the eve of a great battle; yea, it has 
commenced. The issue is truth and 
righteousness. It is between the reign 
of a deaiily formalism, and the life and 
power of godliness in the soul. The 
world is in commotion. Church' and 
state are rocking with excitement; and 
we say, rock away, if Satan is only 
routed, and his kingdom demolished. 

T̂ he Church of God has fallen asleep 
a number of times since its establish
ment. Every time she has awoke to 
see her danger—how far down the 
stream of formalism she has floated— 
and how near the precipice she has 
reached,—there have been heart-rend
ing cries, groans, tears, convulsions, 
noise, and commotion while striving to 
regain her former position. Some of 
her priests have clothed themsdves in 
"sackcloths and ashes," and have 
mourned before God on account of 
their sins—on account of indolence, 
(jarnal prudence, worltUy policy, love 
of praise and position, and God has 
restored them to His favor. Others 
have been aroused, but only to mock 
and'deride, and cry "fanaticism," and 
" crucify him," and to float on to the 
vorte.x of eternal woe, with their craft 
freighted with immortal souls for 
whom Christ died. The Church asleep! 
One of her seasons of slumber has 
been during nearly a half of a century 
just past. Many will say this is un
righteous judgment, but the thousands 
of formal ministers and members that 
throng pur churches, will ere long be 
obliged tc) assent to the awful truth. 
Could the shrieks of the. lost—those 
who have gone to the world of woe 
from the cradle of formalism,—break 
upon our ears, they would utter the 
same assent. Asleep! and, as such 
a state is one in which men dream, 
dream of happiness, of prosperity, and 

awake to the sad consciousness that it 
was only a dream. So^has the Church 
on account of her outward appearance, 
and her amount of machinery, been 
dreaming of prosperity. Behold her 
numerous and costly edifi(3es, •WelT 
fUled with intelligent hearers. But 
pause! Look inside. What do you 
see? Her splendid choir oC-singers. 
Who are they ? Many of them are 
worlijlings, who, not unfrequently un-
tiVpast the midnight hour, are revel
ing in the ball-room, the ante-chamber 
to hell. Yet they come to church on 
the Sabbath, and monopolize that part '• 
of divine worship which belongs to the -
children of God. Look again ! What 
do you see ? A concourse of people, 
who, by their profession represent Je
sus Christ. Who, by their profession 
are a peculiar^ people. But is their 
profession true? Were we to class 
them off as God does in his word, 
where would they appear ? On the 
side of the worldling, decorated and 
adorned with all the paraphemaUa of 
the world! 

She has been dreaming of prosperity 
on account of her refined and educated 
ministry, too many of whom spend -
most of their time in their studies, 
writing essays, which are brought to 
the Church, spread out in the Bible, 
and prayers offered that God would 
help to preach the Grospel! 

Dreaming of prosperity on account 
of her wide-spread mission fields, her 
literary institutions and her wealth; 
all of which are means of diffusing 
light, but light is not salvation. 
Where, in our home lands is her life, 
her power, her glory ? Where are 
they who are joined to God ? Who 
" know Jesus, the fellowship of his 
sufferings,—being made conformable 
to his death ?" There are a few. 
The Church has some life and power, 
and why 1 Because she. is awaking; 
and God is again coming to Zion. She 
feels his awful tread. All denomina
tions are feeling his power. Voicanos 
are bursting, and sending their thun
derbolts into the sepulchre of the dead, ' 
whose bones begin to stir, causing com-
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motion ! The wheels of God's car are 
roUing in fire! Devils are aroused, 
believe and trernble. Sinners are be
ing awakened and converted. Back
sliders are returning home to God. 
The lukewarm are embarking either 
for the region of iceberg formalism or 
the sea of divine love, while what 
saints there are, are shouting for the 
battle of our God, who " is a man of 
war." Yes, God is coming 1 Halle
lujah ! Apostolic times are returning. 
The millenium may not be far distant, 
for the light is rapidly spreading, and 
Protestantism is making wide paths 
into the Romish Church. But whether 
it is far or near, one thing is certain— 
God's work is reviving—a work of 
faith and power. God will have a 
-remnant—all have not bowed the knee 
to Baal—the Church is on a rock, the. 
devU cannot get it, for " the gates of 
hell shall riot prevaU against it." Bi
ble truth, so long crushed to earth, is 
rearing its head and winning its victo
ries. The banner of the Prince of 
Peace, dyed in His own blood- is wav
ing over the valiant band who know 
no retreat. "Victory or death is the 
watchword of those who sing as they 
march through Immanuel's land, 

" Thy saints in aU this glorious war 
.-•' Shall conquer though they tfie." 

A soldier of̂  the Cross can stand 
amidst the din and strife of battle, with 
an unblanched cheek ; and thongh the 
crack of human superstructures iriay 
be heard, he prays " ride on, O God 
of power! " 

"Then brother, sister, stand at your 
post, for you have a post if you are a 
chUd of God. Do not be alarmed at 
the roar of battle. God's order must 
and will prevail;" andif men hedge up 
the way of God, think it not strange 
if you see sights- and hear wonders. 
God's ways are not as ours. Stand at 
your post as a faithful sentinel, and 
never yield, for the battle is the Lord's 
and victory will turn on Zion's side. 
Some of you have preached and la
bored, and groaned, and have " ear
nestly contended for the faith once de
livered to the saints," all alone, and 

that for years, vvliile the missiles of the 
devil have fallen thick and fast around 
you. But thus far the Lord has led 
you on. Then raise your Ebenezer, 
and take courage, for as that man of 
God, who fell on the plains of Africa, 
declared, " though a thousand fall, Af
rica shall be redeemed;" so it may be 
said of the work of God throughout 
these lands; it shall go on though a 
thousand feel the knife of an ecclesias
tical guillotine. In a spiritual contest 
some must go ahead. Some must fall. 
Some must hear the cry of " lo ! a fa
natic," an " enthusiast." But -happy 
are such, for the " Spirit of glory and 
of God rested upon them," 
"^Stand at your post, brother, sister, 

and never leave it to do the duty of 
some one else, for in so doing you will 
be overcome. Individualism is the 
order of battle that must be observed. 
Never leaye your post to follow a de
serter, for if any become afraid and 
draw back, they draw back to pertii-
tion, which you cannot afford to dio. 
Better stand untU, if need be, you are 
shot down, and your final reward w-ill 
be a voyage on the sea of eternal bliss. 
S'TAND AT Y O U R POST. 

DEEDS.—Deeds are greater than 
words. Deeds have such a life, mute 
but undeniable, and grow as living 
trees and fruit trees do; they people 
the vacuity of Time, and make it green 
and worthy. Why should the oak 
prove logically that it ought to grow, 
land will grow ? Plant it, try i t ; what 
gifts of diligent, judicious assimilation 
and secretion it has, of progress and re
sistance, ot force to grow, will then 
declare themselves;—CARLYLE. 

IT is said that where the most beau
tiful cacti grow, there the venomous 
serpents are to be found at the root of 
every plant. And so it is -with sin. 
Your fairest pleasures will harbor your 
grossest sins. Take care; take care of 
your pleasures. Cleopatra's asp was 
introduced in a bag^et of flowers; so 
are our sins often brought to us in the 
flowers of our pleasures. 
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R E V I V A L S . 
BY THE EDITOR. 

PEKIN CAMP MEETING. 

Tms has been a very successful meeting 
The number of conversions have been greater, 
we think, than has been usual at camp meet
inga in late years. The attendance is large— 
very large—considering how busy farmers are, 
getting in their grain and preparing to sow 
their wheat The Rev. DANIEL 'WOETH, re

cently confined in jail in Noirth CaroJina, for 
the criihe of selling Helper's Impending Crisis, 
and sentenced to one year's imprisonment, was 
present, and gave an interesting accovmt of 
his experience among slaveholders; and on 
another occasion preached a moat pointed and 
effective gospel sermon. Friends of liberty 
have helped him to money to-pay his bonds. 
God bleas him, and make him instrumental in 
creating a greater hatred of slavery of all 
kinds, and enable him yet to lead many souls 
to Jesua; 

FROM a recent number of the London Quar
terly Seview we leam that the religious move
ment in Sweden has been attended with the 
most extraortiinary results. Out of a popula
tion of 2,500,000, the lowest estimates place 
the number of converts which have been 
made at 250,000. Everywhere meetmga for 
worship and reading the Scriptures are bemg 
largely attended;, and -what may seem most 
remarkable, is, that the great mass of human 
means employed in this work haa been the 
pious efforts of laymen, inspired for their no
ble work not by the love of fame or lucre, 
but by the meek and holy spuit of their divine 
master. The moral consequences of this re
ligious movement have been exceetlingly grat
ifying. Drinking has so far ceased that two-
thirds of the distilleries have been closed. In 
the parishes bordering on Russia, where nearly 
every man was guilty of snaiiggling. hundreds 
of persons have returned the duties of which 
they had defrauded the government, in many 
eases even selling their property to obtain the 
money. 

ABTSSDTIA BECOMING CHRISTIANIZED. 

SOME months ago the Bishop of Jerusalem 
sent a supply of Bibles to the King of Abys

sinia in his own language. He received them 
with great joy, and began at once to distribute 
them, telling-''^he, priests to whom he gave 
them that henceforth they must teach the 
people out of thia book in the vemacvilar. 
The missionaries vvho labor there have gained 
a great influence over the mmd of King Theo-
dorua They build roads and bridges, intro
duce useful arts of aU kinds, distribute Bibles, 
and recommend the truth by their conversa
tion and their lives. The King has so far re
cognized their civil services as to raise them to 
the rank of nobles. He lias recognized them 
to be right in those points where the doctrines 
of the Bible d̂ iffer from the traditions of the 
Abyssinian Church, and in token of it has re
ceived the sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
with them. 

REVIVAL XS NEWTONUMAVADY. 

A TOUNG woman was stricken down in the 
Roman Catholic Chapel on Sunday morning, 
the 14th instant, and the doors were immet̂ i-
ately closed to prevent her screaming being 
heard by those outside. Another young wo
man, a Romanist, was stricken down here on 
Saturday last, in her own house. Her father 
waa sent for, and, on his arrival, he began to 
pray for the "Blessed Tirgin to oome to ban
ish the evil spirit" out of his daughter; but. 
she atill cried, " None but Jesus—none but 
Jeaus," much to t'ne annoyance of thoae 
present, who .wished her to pray to some fa
vorite saint, instead of Jesus, who alone cau 
do poor helptes sinners good. Meetings are 
held here every evening, and are well attended 
by all parties, Romanists included; but a 
great many of the latter are prevented from 
attending, as meetinga are held in the chapel 
every evenmg to prevent any of the poor 
creatures atteniJing where Scriptural know
ledge can be obtained. But, thank God, 
Rome is daUy losing her power over the de
luded people in this place. 

THE follQsing letter from one of the preach
ers employed'by the late "Western Convention, 
shows the good that is already being realized. 
We are satisfied that immediate results should 
be looked for in every meeting. 
REV. B . T. ROBEETS : 

Dear Brother .-—Since the camp meeting, I 
have been exploring. God has been with ua. 
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and no meeting has been a barren one, for I 
have learned to aak and- believe for present 
results, and we have them. At our first 
nieeting, fifteen came forward as seekers—aU 
were adults. One waa soundly converted— 
two thoroughly sanctified, and several back
sliders reclaimed. At the next appointment, 
five rose for prayers—not barely to ask others 
to pray for them, but pledging to pray for 
themselves,' and to die in the struggle or get 
salvation. "We have held no meeting yet 
where God haa not at the first assembling so 
ftjr removed prejudice fi'om the public mind as 
to get a place to set his seal, at least, in con-
•vieting power. The people, thus far, plead at 
each appointment for Bible preaching, and we 
promiae them, thus far, to send them some
body that enjoys religion, tbat will talk Bible, 
and that will labor for the salvation of souls. 

. Another di3(K)very that we make is this: 
That God haa laborers standing all the day 
idle, and for the reason assigned long since, 
"because no man employs us." They are 
not prepared to read a lecture upon the stars, 
and hence they are not entxjuraged to labor 
for God. I firmly believe that God ia able, 

• and will man his own vwjrk, if he ia allowed 
his choice of implements. He wants burden-
bearers, axe-men, not many log-rollers, break
ing plows, harrows, sowers of seed, bearers of 
water, dressers" of the vineyard, pruning 
hooks, reapers, binders, flails and threshers. 

Oh, that God could have his own way in 
these matters, theu would our earth blossom 
as the rose, and in no distant season bring 
forth its fruit unto holiness, and secure us 
with the enii, everlasting life. D. T. S. 

CHUBCH PESTTVALS. 

THE Gospel represents that there is to be, 
after death, a difference such as imagination 
can scarcely conceive, between the fate of sin
ners and the fate of Christiana. The one shall 
dwell in mansions prepared for them by Chriat, 
in the palace of the " King of Kings." They 
shall enjoy the society of the pious and holy, 
redeemed from earth—of angels that never 
sinned, and God shall wipe away ail tears from 
their eyes. There the scorching sun shall 
never beat upon the aidiuig brow of toil, nor 
the pale moon shed her rays upon the couch 
of suffering, for the glory of God shall lighten 

that blessed place, and there shaU be no mcire 
death, neither shall there be any more pain. 

** Fair land, could L-iortal eyes, -
Bnt hall Its chartns explore. 

How would oar spirits long to ilw, -
Aad dwell on earth no more 1" 

On the other hand "the wicked shall be 
turned into hell," where " the smoke of theu: 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever." 
Their companions shall be devils and damned 
spirits, " the fearfiil and unbelieving, .And the 
abominable and murderers, and whoremon
gers and sorcerers, and idolaters, and aU liars," 
all of whom the unerring word dedares .;' shall 
have their portion in the lake which bumeth 
'with fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death." 

" 0, what eternal horrors hang | 
Ajoond the second death.'' 

This difference of condition is not the result 
of caprice or chance, or unavoidable necesfflty. 
It springs from a rpal and voluntary difference 
in the character and conduct of men while on 
earth. 

The traveler to Heaven, with his loins girt 
about, steadily pressing forward in the face of 
every difficulty and danger, is very imlike the 
careless passenger floating thoughtlessly but 
surely down the stream of time to perdition. 
The faithful picture which the Holy Ghost has 
drawn of the adopted children of Qmd, bears 
no resemblance to the children of the "Wicked 
Ona The Bible describes Christiaps as " a 
peculiar people." They have "come put" from 
the ungodly, and are ''separate." XThey are 
not " conformed to the world" 

Transformed by the rene'wing of their nunds 
they "walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit" They are crucified with Christ, dead 
unto sin, seeking no longer the pleasures of 
the worlii, but denying themselves and taking 
up their cross daily and following Jesua. They 
have renounced the hidden things of dishon
or, by never "doing evil.that good may come." 
They seek, not the pleasures of the world, but 
the peace of God which passeth all under-
standmg, and the joy of the Holy Ghost. 

Most, if not all, of Christian churches, both 
those which still flom-ish, and those which 
have gone to decay, commenped their career 
upon these principles of self denial. Two cen
turies ago, and the founders of some of the 
most fashionable churchea of the present day 
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were stigmatized aa puritans, on accotmt of the 
austerity of their manners. 

The Methodists set out with the avowed ob
ject of spreatiing Scriptural Holiness over these 
landa They were a simple-hearted, plain, 
earnest people. In the face of much opposition 
and persecution, they relied upon the co-opera
tion of the Holy Ghost. Theu success proved 
that their reUance was not in vain. To obtam 
the necessary means for carrying on the work 
of the Church, the appeal was sitnply made to 
the love the people had for Christ. It is but 
a few years since, even in the city of New 
York, but a single Methodist Church could be 
found where the pews were rented or sold. 
Sow, even in the rural districts, free churches, 
where the poor can have the Goapel preached 
to them are the exception and not the rule. 

"When once a divergence from the right 
(»urse is commenced, ho human eye c»n fore
see where it will end. From the mammoth 
depot of the Central Railroad in Buffalo, two 
trains start out, and for a little tune they run 
in the same direction, and apparently side by 
side. By httle aud Uttle they diverge—soon 
they lose sight ofiieach other—and in twenty-
four hours the passenger upon one finds him
self among the fertile prairies of Blinois or 
"Wisconsin, while the traveler upon the other 
is winding his way among the mountains of 
Massachusetts, or is swallowed up in the sea of 
human beings that throng the metropolis. So 
when an individual or a chtu'ch turns aside 
from the narrow path, no one can tell how fast 
or how far they will go in a direction opposite 
to that in which they at first set out. 

We have seen, •with sorrow, the tmholy 
plans that have been adopted to raise money 
for holy purposes. We have borne our testi
mony against all the contrivances resorted to 
for the purpose of beguiling the enemies of 
God into an involuntary support of his proo-
ious cause. We expected that aetwrding to 
the laws of spiritual declension, those who 
adopted, in order to raise money for the church, 
fhe expedients of oyster suppers and festivals, 
grab-bags and lotteries, and post offices where 
" ftin is sold cheap, and dealers in that com
modity are invited to come and purchase," 
wo-uld go on from bad to worse, but we must 
say that the latest plan devised to raise money 
for the support of the church, took us utterly 

by stuT)rise. It was carried out in Buffalo, the 
seat of the late General Conference, and it 
took place only a few weeks after tbe delegates 
left, while yet the savor of their influence re
mained. 

"CLAM BAKE AND CHOWDEB." 

For a few days previous to the great festival 
held by the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Buffalo, large hand-bills, •with the above head
ing, -Hrere posted up throughout the city. The 
following notice was published in the daily 
papers: 

" M. E. CHUECH FESITVAL.—Next Thvursday 
a grand festival of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is to inaugurate " Clinton Forest," the 
newly fitted-up picnic-grove at Black Rock, 
on the line of the Niagara Street Railroad. 
In many features the affair will be quite au 
extraortiinary one. The great mcident of the oc
casion will be an old-fashioned "Clam Bake and 
Chowder," upon a large scale, which will be a 
great novelty in these parta. One or two of 
the military companies are expected to attend, 
and the Twilight Serenaders wiU assist a fine 
band in enlivening the occasion •with music. A 
large delegation from Lockport is looked for 
to attend the festival, as the Central Railroad 
Company has consented to bring an excursion 
party at half-price." 

"We did not attend. "When we made a pro
fession of religion, a number of years ago, we 
ceased attending such places. Of course, we 
cannot speak Of the occurrence from personal 
observation, but the followmg accovmt from 
the Buffalo Courier of August 4th, we think is 
worth preserving. The editor, who was pres
ent, appears to have heartily enjoyed the festi
val, of which he speaks in the following com
plimentary terms: 

" C L A M B A K E AND CHOtVDEE. — The spot 
selected for the clam bake was CHnton Ffiregi 
situated about half a mile from the roiwThis 
place, containing about twenty acres, was 
8urro"unded by a neat board fence, and ten 
cents demanded from each visitor for admis
sion within the entdosure. "Within we found 
thousantls of people, some ventilating their 
garments on swings, some playing games of 
different descriptions, hundreds eating ice
cream, coffee, ham, fowls.and other substan-
tials, while the great mass opened, swallowed 
or gorged themselves with clama Clams was 
the cry—from every (»iner came the echo, 
clams! clams! and the odor and fl.ivor of 
clams went up and down odorous as exquisite 

i 
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ottara, and fragrant aa a back kitchen about 
- dinner time. 'Tlie heroic FEEGUSON presided 

over the clams, within an enclosure of plank, 
and with his head wreathed in a towel, and 
his delicate -waist spanned by a clean apron, 
he looked the very god Epicurus, as he in-
trepiiily ladled out the chowder, and coura
geously burned his fingers in his mortal haste. 
{Entre nous the chowder was superb.) 

" At other points on the grounds were many 
tables, spread •with delicacies of all sorts, be
hind which handsome women added their 
voices to urge on appetite ;i flower tables were 
many, where young and pretty damsels way
laid pecunious young men with their eyes, 
and persuaded them into floral purchases; ice
cream booths, where shillings were exchanged 
for the frigid luxury, accompanied with paral-
lelogrammatic sections of sponge cake; there 
were other places wljere money could be laid 
out to advantage in many ways, but of them 
we remember pone. At the rope-walk, a 
buildmg which appeared to us to be a mile 
long, a large crowd had coUecteti, and to the 
music of two baniis were jumping about and 
perspiring to their hurt 's content, which priv
ilege cost each dancer the sum of ten cents. 
The atmosphere in this place was so intensely 
hot and high flavored, that we positively 
failed to get the programme of the dances. 

" I n the -m'ain grounds, tlie Union Cornet 
Band, with their nei& instruments, deUghted 
the crowds •with theu music, while the Twi
light Serenaders were kept musical all day 
long, by the voices of women and girls, who 
surrounded them with a rampart of charms, 
denying their egress without some specimen 
of their vocal attributes. The singers fairly 
made themselves hoarse •with their efforts. 
All was hilarity aud enjoyment throughout 
the aitemoon, everybody appearing to be 
happy just in proportion as they had absorbed 
clams, (and here arises the question of the 
relation of good humor to baked clams. Per
haps the gentlemen who took the money at the 
gate vrill inform us.) We call particular at-

»tention to this new social meteor, in conse
quence of hearing some gentlemen who never 
were considered musical, successfully attempt
ing the "Star Spftigled Banner," with varia
tions, about thuty.rods from Clinton Forest, 
where a contraband lager beer merchant had 

opened his wares. No one wUl be unkind 
enough to intimate that the music came from 
the lager. No I 

" The festival altogether was a success, and 
has initiated a new order of excursions, which 
we hope wiU be followed up. The receipts at 
the gate were over four hundred dollars, we 
understond, and at the different booths, &c., 
several hundred dollars more. The proceetis 
are for the benefit of Niagara Street Methodist 
Church, ahd wUl prove a great assistance to 
them in paying off the debt of the church. 
The ladies, particularly, deserve the highest 
encomiums for their efforts and attempts to 
make the festival a model one, and carrying it 
on to triumph." 

The person who stood at the door of the 
rope-walk and collected "ten cents" of each 
one who attended the " dance," is, we jinder-
stanil, a member of one of the M. E. Churches 
in the city, and the proceeds, after " paymg 
for the mtLsio," went for the benefit of the 
church. There wUl, quite Ukely, be a revival 
of dancing, when the church becomes its pa
tron, and 'when any one can dance " to his 
heart's content" for only "ten cents 1" 

The " chief priesta" of olii, would noi per
mit the money which Judas received for betray
ing Christ to go into the treasury of the Lord. 

The object of this " festival," was to raise 
money to pay off the debt of the Niagara 
Street M. E. Churdl. This Chtu'ch once highly 
prosperous, when " hoUness" waa a common 
theme among its membera, has been declining 
for several years. The meinbers were tenght 
that this lack of prosperity was not occa
sioned by a decline of spuituality, but by the 
want of a better edifice. The church was re
modeled, and made one of the most splendid 
in the city. All the money waa raised that 
could be raised by the sale of pews—by tax
ing the members to the utmost of theu: abUity, 
and by making one of the largest-liquor deal
ers m the city trustee and treasurer. StUl the 
debt of the church waa augmented to eight 
or nine thousand doUars. 

Many of the members, we have no doubt, 
disapprove m their hearts of these unchristian 
proceedings, but they are so accustomed to 
obey their preacher that (Gey fall in -with tus 
wishes, faintly wh'tspcring to their souls, 

" The evil which I would not, that I do." 
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In the name of our common Christianity, 
we protest against aU these contrivances for 
raising money. If the cause of God cannot 
be sustained in any other way let it go down. 

1. All theae expeiiients for obtaining funds 
for the Chtu-ch are baaed on the assumption that 
the Church is in a state of hopeless apostacy. St. 
Paul in 1st Tim., 3d chapter, gives it as one of 
the marks of "men of corrupt minds, repro-
iDate concerning the faith," that they are lov
ers of pleasure, more than lovers of God, HAV
ING A FORM OP GODLINESS but denying THE 
POWEE thereof." "From such," he says, 
"TURN AW AT." 

2. They foster and encotu'age vice for the 
sake of pecuniary gain. "What better are they 
in principle than the indiilgences of the Ro
mish Church 7 

3. They tend to sap the foundations of mo
rality. If the Church may "do evil that 
good may come," why may not the iniiividual? 
Personal gain is thus made the standard of 
action instead of the immutable principles of 
right and wrong. 

4. They lead to practical Atheism. They 
say in effect that God cannot save us, and now 
we must go to the world for help. 

" 5. They lead souls to hell. Many a 
Church member who has, for years, stood 
out againat the seductions of pleasure and the 
blandishments of the world, has out of love for 
the Church, been induced to go to those festi
vals, " lost hia first love," sank do'wn into dead 
formalism, and gone from the bosom of the 
Church to the fires of perdition. Many a 
penitent has had his convictions dissipated, 
and many a doubter has gone away saying 
that religionHs all a humbug and a &rce. 

CONVENTION AT PBKDT. ' 

ABOUT eighty laymen and fifteen preachers 
met in convention, at Pekin, Niagara County, 
N. Y., on the 23d of August, to take into con
sideration the adoption of a Discipline for the 
"FREE METHODIST CHUEOH." Qttite a discus

sion took place as to the propriety of effect
ing, at present, a formal organization. 'When 
the vote waa taken, aU but seven—five 
preachers and two laymen^stood up in favor 
of organizing immediately. 

In considering the pro'visions of the Disci-
pUne presented by the committee, every new 

feature was scanned most dosely and critically. 
The deep interest and dose scrutiny of the 
inteUigent laymen who were present as dele
gates, mnst have convinced any one that that 
ohurch is a great loser which excludes them 
from her councUs. After a careftU examina
tion, item by item, the Discipline, as agreed 
upon, was adopted with singular unanimity. 
It was as surprising aa deUghtful to notice the 
simUarity of views entertained by men who 
think for themselves, CQming from different 
parts of the country. 

The doctrines agreed npon are those enter
tained by Methodists generally throughout the 
world. An article on sanctification, taken 
from Wesley's writings, was adopted. As a 
liifFerenee in views upon this subject is one 
cause of the difficulties that have occurred in 
the Genesee Conference, it was thought best 
to have a definite expression of our belief. 

The countenance given of late by Methodist 
ministers in this region to Universalists, by 
afEliatiirg with them—supplying their piUpits, 
and going without rebuke to their commun
ion—rendered it necessary, in • the judgment 
of the convention to have an article, drawn 
from the Bible, on fiiture rewards. and pun-
iahmehts. 

The annual and quadreimial conventions 
are to be composed of an equal number of lay
men and ministers. The episcopacy and pre-
siduig eldership are abolished. Class leaders 
and stewards are chosen by the members, and 
the sacred right of every accused person 
to an impartial trial and appeal is cjarefuUy 
guarded. , 

Several searching questions relatmg to per
sonal experience and his purpose to lead a life 
devoted to God, must be proposed to every in
dividual off'ering to join the church; and upon 
an affirmative response, he is to be admitted 
with the consent of three-fovu-ths of the mMn-
bers present at a s<x:iety meeting. 

It is not the intention to try to get up a se
cession. On the contrary, aa much as in 
us lies, we shaU Uve peaceably -with all men. 
The -wicked expulsion of several ministers, 
for no other crime than simply trying to carry 
out their ordination vows, and the cruel refu
sal of the General Conference to grant us the 
hearmg of our appeals, guaranteed to us in 
the most solemn manner by the Conafitntion 
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and Laws of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and the violent ejectit^ from the Church of 
many of its most pious and devoted members, 
wUiMe only offence was that of sympathising 
with US, as we are trying to endure " tha af
flictions of the Gospel," have rendered it nec
essary to provide a humble shelter, for our-

j selves, and for such poor, wayfaring pUgrims 
,i as may wish to journey with us to heaven. 

We are very firm in the conviction that it is 
the 'WiU of the Lord that we should^ esteblish 

a free Churches—the seals to be forever free-r-
I where the Gospel can be preached to the 

poor. We have this consolation—and it is a 
great one—that if our effort is not for "the 

. giory of God, and does not receive His appro-
! val, ii cannot svjxeed. And if it is not for His 
, glory, we most devoutly pray that it may faU 

in its very incipiency. . "We would rather be 
covered with any amount of dishonor than 
have the cause of God suffer. "We have qo 
men of commanding abUity and influence to 

•lielp on the enterprise—no wealth, no sym
pathy from powerfvU ecclesiastical, oi political, 
or secret societies; but all these against via— 
so that if we sncceeii, it must be by the bless-. 

• ings of Heaven upon tjur feeble endeavors. 
We cannot avaU ourselves of any popiUar ex
citement in favor of a reform in Church gov
ernment—pr against slavery; but we are en
gaged ui the-work, always unpopular, and es
peciaUy BO in this age, of trying to persuade 
our feUow-men to tread in the path of self-de
nial—(he narrow way thai leadeth unto life. 

The new disdpUne wiU be ready probably 
in two or three weeks. It wiU be about the 
size and form of the old Methodist Disciplines, 
and -wUl be furnished at two doUars a dozen, 
or twenty-flve cents for a single copy. 

Orders may be addressed to B. T. ROBEETS, 
Buffalo, N ' . T . 

A SOLEMN B A L L A D . 
CONTAINDfS MOEE TEUTH THAN POETBY. 

. THE sUks .brought to this country, exceed in 
value, by eight mUlions of dollars, aU the flour 
that we send abroad. Dtiring the year 1855, 
$1,374,0'I7 worth of coin left otu- ports, and 
cigars valued at $3;311,935 were brought in. 
Of beef, tallow, hides and homed cattle, we 
sold for other countries oiUy $2,214,544 in the 
last commercial year, and during that time we 
bought brandy to the amount of $3,241,408. 

Three leading principles have we. 
An Orionfs belt of stars. 

To guide the nation of the free: \ 
SUks, brandy and cigars. 

•Were battle here, we'd bravely fight. 
And would not shrink for sears; ^ 

But oh—we'd tremble shotUd we miss 
Silks, brandy and cigars. 

We fear the loss of trash, and smoke. 
And rum, much more than wars; 

"We're ripe to fight—but can't give up 
Silks, brandy and cigars. 

Americans, ye are not now 
Like your old pa's and ma's; • 

They gave up tea,.aud with it, too, 
SUks, brandy and cigars. 

But.you go on—lock'd fast andtidB. 
Twixt French and British bars; 

SeUing your birthright—and for what? 
Silks, Brandy and (Hgars. 

f 
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