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BY THE EDITOR. 

Allow me to ask, beloved reader, are 
you earnestly striving to work out your 
salvation 1 You may inherit wealth. A 
fortuitous combination of favorable cir
cumstances may render you famous. Na
ture may give you health and beauty. But 
neither friends, nor fortune, nor nature 

- ijan bestow upon you eternal happiness; 
you will never go to heaven by accident. 
An effort is needed. The mightiest ex
ertion of which you are capable is re
quired. Hear what the Great Teacher 
has said, " Agonize to enter in at the 
strait gate, for many, I say unto you, 
shall seek to enter in, but shall not be 
able." You cannot commence too 
soon. You have not a longer period 
granted to you in which to prepare for 
eternity .than is necessary. Time is 
flying on with tireless wing. Having 
commenced, with earnestness, the great 
work for securing for yourself a man
sion in the skies, you have need of 
prosecuting it, till the end of your pro
bation, with increasing intensity of 
purpose. 

No matter with what alacrity the 
runner of a race begins, if he gives out 
before the terminus is reached, he does 
not win the prize. The blight that de-
-stroys the grain just before the golden 
earai harvest invites the reapers sickle 
is no less detrimental than the early 
frost that nips the infant blade. The 
emigrant who, having safely passed the 
ilangers of the deep, is carried on shore 
to die, fails of realizing his golden 
visions, no less than he who, just as he 
was going on board, expired in the 
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fatherland. So he who serves God 
long and faithfully but dies an apostate, 
misses heaven just as surely as if he 
had lived a sinner all his days. Over -
two thousand years ago, the Holy 
Ghost told the prophet Ezekiel to-
write : "But when the righteous turneth, 
away from his righteousness and com-
ntitteth iniquity, and doeth according 
to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth, shall he live? All his 

Righteousness that he hath done, shall 
not be mentioned; in his tfsppass that 
he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he 
hath sinned, in them shall he die." Do 
not say that the self righteous is meant; 
for the sooner he turns from his spuri
ous righteousness the better. If he 
holds on to that he must sink to ruin. 

If you are thus in earnest, you will 
make religion the business of life^ As 
the plant absorbs from air and earth 
and water only what is essential to its 
growth, and allows the no.xious ele
ments to pass untouched, so you •will 
lay every providential occurrence under 
contribution to minister to your growiih.-
in grace. In all things you wUl aim to-
please God. Your feelings may fluc
tuate, but your outward life'will pre
sent to the world a beautiful unifoniai-
ty. You will do right at all fames, and 
under all circumstances. In nnswerv-
ing rectitude you will be like the old 
Koman of whom an enemy bore testi-
mony, "That it would be easier to 
turn the Sun from his course, than 
Fabricius from the path of honesty.\ 
You may be devoid of comfort, buF-
instead of neglecting your closet, you 
will visit it the oftener. The smoulder
ing embers of the family altar may be 
nearly e.'ctin.ct, but you ivill only put 
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on fuel the more carefully, and with 
the breath of prayer blow them into a 
flame. 

Your corruptions may struggle hard 
for the mastery and, in fact, often pre
vail, but you will wrestle with them 
the more vigorously and call the ijaore 
imploringly upon God for help, lest 
" these Sons of Zeruiah prove too 
hard " for you. H e is not in earnest 
to secure his sa^'ation, who, upon an 
interruption of his enjoyments becomes 
careless, prayerless, "immoral and wick-

W e must here raise our warning voice 
against a practice but too prevalent. 
Many, as soon as they lose the power,' 
think-themselves fully justified in giv
ing up the form of godliness. This 'is 
a great mistake. If a man faints it is 
not the best way to recover him to cut 
off his head. If your fire goeS"out you 
will not warm your room by petulant-

;"-ly throwing'off the fuel and pouring 
: on water. So, if your spiritual affec
tions become languid, use incessantly 
the means of grace. Give yourself no 

. rest. Stir up yourself to take hold of 
God. " Strengthen the things that re
main, that are ready to die." 

If you thus earnestly serve God, 
from deep seated principle, he will not 
leave -you long without enjoyment. 
There .will soon be â  supernatural ele
ment introduced into your religion. It 
will not be a base morality, frigid and 
sparkling as the iceberg. Jesus says: 
" He that hath my commandments and 

' keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, 
and he that loveth me, shall be loved 
of my father, and I will love him and 
•wiU manifest myself to him. 

Just here you will be exposed to 
danger in the opposite direction. You 

/have complained of the want of feeling. 
/ You may now have so much that un

less you are careful you •will grieve the 
I Holy Spirit, fall into darkness, and so 
1 your last state become worse than the 
/ first. God will let you see ̂ something 
' of the magnitude of your eternal in

terests. And as President Edwards 
says: " Eternal things are so great and 
of such vast concern, that there is great 

absurdity in men's being but lightly 
moved by them." Your heart will be 
stirred to its lowest depths. The world 
will pronounce it excitement. For
mality will decide that you are excited. 
And the Devil seizing an auspicious 
moment, will whisper to you, in the 
kindest manner, " may this not be 
mere excitement V You reason with 
him. He is a shrewd logician—has 
had the benefit of six thousand years 
experience,'which he well knows how 
to use. Overcome by his sophistry, 
you admit that, jperhaps, it was excite
ment. ' ' 

It is permitted by the prevailing 
code of fashion, for persons to become 
excited without losing caste on all sub- -
jects except religion. The editor of a 
leading journal, in descri.bing the efieot 
produced in a political meeting by 
singing a political song, says: "The 
audience wrought itself up into a per
fect furore, and as the last words of the 
concluding stanza died away in a vo
lume of sound, which made the very 
building shake, the whole assemblage 
rose to their feet en masse, and joined 
in a bust of cheering, again and again 
renewed, amid waving of hats, hand
kerchiefs and frantic demonstrations of 
delight." This was regarded as entire
ly proper. Men may become "frantic" 
in politics, without causing alarm or 
condemnation. But religious excite
ment is pronounced unbecoming in the 
highest degree. All unite in applying 
to it to the most opprobious epithets. 
Vital godliness has thus far had to 
make its way into the world under this 
great disadvantage. The Apostles 
were called " babblers," " fools," and 
said to be '• mad," " drunk" and " be
side themselves." Luther was styled 
a heretic, and Wesley, Whitfield and 
their coadjutors^fanatics and .enthusi
asts. The same weapoii is still suc
cessfully wielded by the enemy of all 
righteousness. Many, whom the Spirit 
of God is endeavoring to lead into the 
fuU liberty of the Gospel, fail of mak
ing any considerable prdgress, because 
they shrink from this cross. They -
anxiously inquire if it is not possible 
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to follow the Lord fully, without such 
manifestations of emotion as bring up
on them the reproach of- the world. 
Some bearing the Christian name look 
upon such manifestations with sus
picion. They do not appear to be 
as much afflicted with the indifference 
and wordliness exhibited by many of 
the professed disciples of Christ, as 
with the overpowering feeling seen, at 
times, in a few. 

This is the great impediment to the 
work of-God, at ' the present t ime. The 
opposition, well-meant it may be, by 
many in the Chiirch of Christ, to all 
uncommon manifestations of the Spirit 's 
influence is, to-day, effecting more harm 
than the cavils of the skeptic and the 
sneers of the profane. Says an eminent 
living minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, " I have sup'posed, and do still 
suppose, that the great reason why re
vivals of religion have not been more 
deep, permanent and sin-subduing is, 
that the spirit has been unable to pro
ceed beyond a certain limit in his work 
without meeting vvith a stern resistance 
on the par t of multitudes of professors 
of religion and ministers. They seerii 
in their unbelief, to have prescribed 
certain limits within which revivals 
should be k e p t ; formed certain notions 
of order, and endeavored to confine the 
spirit down to a stereotyped mode of 

. operation, ready to make common 
cause, and unite their hands in oppos
ing the spirit, whenever he should step 
over into what they suppose to be the 
regions of disorder. 

For myself, I am expecting, as soon 
as the Church will consent to it, and 
the ministry are prepared to lead the 
way, much deeper, more permanent, 
and sin-subduing revivals of religion 
than the •world has ever seen. This 
must be if t h j world is evei; to be con
verted." 

This is the testimony of a man of 
piety and learning, whose labors have, 
for many years, been highly blessed in 
promoting revivals of religion, both in 
this country and in England. H e speaks 
fi-om experience. 

' Our object in this article is two-fold. 

Firs t . To persuade, if possible, all who 
fear the Lord, hot to countenance this 
" s t e rn resistance to the work of the 
sp i r i t ; " and secondly, to caution all 
who are endeavoring to follow the 
Lord fully, against grieving the Ho ly 
Spirit by allowing themselves to be' 
tried with their-peculiar exercises. In 
doing this we shall show that it is en
tirely proper, and to be expected, that 
those engaged in the service of God 
should manifest, at times, the deepest 
emotion. 

Whilec the earnest Christian will 
uniformly walk with the Lord by faith, 
and thus preserve an entire consistency 
of conduct, yet the depth of his emo
tions will vary. A continuance of the 
overpowering emotions that he some
times experiences, would unfit him for 
fhe duties of life, and exhaust his phy
sical frame. Paul could never have 
preached the Gospel had he always 
been so transported as not to know 
whether he " w a s in the body or out of 
the body:" 
' Our first argument is drawn from the 

greatness of the danger to which sinners 
are exposed. -.They have wantonly 
violated the Divine law, which is fr>ly 
and just and good. They have scorn
fully rejected all the overtures of 
mercy. God, who cannot lie, has said, 
"These shall go. away into everlasting -
punishment. And the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up forever, and 
ever ; and they have no rest, day nor 
n ight! " I once saw a man who had 
violated the laws of his country and 
was awaiting his sentence to the State 
prison. Though a strong man he 
sobbed aloud, and for some minutes, 
could not control himself so as to speak, f 
No one who saw him could have pro- -' 
nounced his great grief extravagant. 
Shall then the sinner, whose crimes in 
"the sight of God are of a far deeper dye. 
and who is exposed to a fate infinitely 
more dreadful, be thought to be unduly 
e.xcited at the discovery of his guUt, 
though he should " r o a r by reason of 
the disquietness of his hear t ! " 

An iiged mother left the home of her 
youth and the graves of her kindred, 



168 THE EAENEST CHEISTIAN. 

IiiiK-

and with tottering step crossed the At
lantic, that she might seek her son, in 
this land of plenty. She found him in 
a prison! I .saw her as she reached her 
hi id through the iron grating and 
grasped the hand of her loved thougl* 
erring child; and then she turned away 
and sank to the ground, with a grief 
too big for utterance. He must be an 
unfeeling wretch who could ridicule 
the deep anguish of her broken heart. 
•Who then will say that that Christian 
mother is fanatical, who seeing the child 
of her affections " condemned already," 
waiting only for the ministering spirits 
of the justice of the Almighty, to hurry 
him away to "outer darkness, where 
is weeping and walling and gnashing of 

(} teeth," cries unto God, " with groan
ings that cannot be uttered," to stay 
the avenging sword, and send once 
more, to his obdurate he.art, the con
victing Spirit, to persuade him if- pos
sible to escape the darnnation of hell? 
As the Bible is true, his danger is real, 
and hence no an-xiety that she can feel 
is greater than the dreadfulness of: 1;he 
exposure will warrant. * 

But we prefer to let President Ed
wards speak on this point. As a 
philosopher and Divine, this country 
has never produced his equal. He was 
as pious as learned. Dr. Chambers 
says of him : " Loolang to Edwards, 
we behold the most philisophical of all 
theologians, at the same time the hum
blest and holiest of men." Robert 
HaU pronounces him " The greatest 
man of the world." Through his labors 
many souls were brought to Christ. 
We do not subscribe to his Calvinistic 
views, but we do consider him as good 
authority on Christian experience. No 
one wUl hardly dare to charge this 
eminent Presbyterian Divine with 
either being fanatical himself or en" 

' w couraging fanaticism in others. Ed-
^ wards says, "There is one particular 

kind of exercise and concern of mind, 
that may have been overpowered by, 
that has been especially stumbling to 

• some ; and that is, the deep concern and 
distress that they have been in for the 
souls of others. I am sorry that any 

put us to the trouble of 4oing that 
which seems so- needless, as defending 
such a thing as this. It seems like 
mere trifling in so plain a else, to en
ter into a formal and particular debate, 
in order to determine whither there be 
anytljing in the greatness and import
ance of the case that will answer, and 
bear a proportion to the greatness of 
the concern that some have manifest
ed. Men may be allowed, from no 
higher a jirinciple than common in
genuity and humanity, to be very deep
ly concerned, and greatly exercised in 
mind, at the seeing others in great 
danger, of no greater calamity than^j, 
drowning or being burned up in a 
house on fire. And if so, then doubt
less it will be allowed to be equally 
remarkable if they saw them in danger 
of a calamity ten times greater, to be 
still much more concerned: and so 
much more still, if the calamity was 
StUl vastly greater. And why then 
should it be thought unreasonable, and 
looked upon v^ith a very suspicious 
eye, as if it must come from some bad 
cause, when persons are extremely con
cerned at seeing others in very gi'eat 
danger of sufiering the fierceness and 
wTath of Almighty God, to all eterni
ty ? And besides, it will doubtless be 
allowed that those that have very great 
degrees of the Spirit of God, that is a 
spirit of love, may well be supposed_ 
to have vastly more of love and com
passion to their feUow creatures, than 
those that are influenced only by com
mon humanity. Why should it be 
thought strange that those that are full 
of the Spirit of Christ, should be pro-
portionably, in their love to souls, like 
to Christ; who had so strong a lo've to 
them, and concern for them, as to be 
willing to drink the dregs of the cup of 
God's fury for them ; and at the same 
time that He offered up His blood for 
souls, offered up also, as their high priest, 
strong crying and tears, •with an exti'eme 
agony, wherein the soul of Christ was, 
as it were, in travail for the souls of the 
elect; and therefore in sifting them He 
is said to see of the travail of His soul. 
As such a spirit of love to, and concern 

i 
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for souls, was the spirit of Christ, so it 
is the spirit of the Church; and there
fore the Church in desiring and seeking 
that Christ might be brought forth in 
the world, and in the souls of men, is 
represented. Rev. xii. as " a woman 
crying, travaUing in birth, and pained 
to be delivered." The spirit of those 
that have been in distress for the souls 
of others, so far as I can discern, seems 
not to have been different from that of 
the apostle who travailed for souls, and 
was ready to wish himself accursed 
from Christ for others. And that of 
the psalmist—Ps. cxix. 53., " Horror 
hath taken hold upon me, because of 
the wicked that forsake Thy law." 
And V. 136, " Rivers of water run dgwn 
mine eyes beaiuse they keep not Thy 
law." And that of the prophet; Jere
miah—Jer. iv. 19—"My bowels! my 
bowels ! I am pained at my very heart. 
My head maketh a noise in me ! I can
not hold my peace ! Because thou hast 
heard, O my soul, the sound of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war." And so, 
chap. xi. I, and iii. 17, and ,xiv. 17, and 
Isa. xxii. 4. We read of Mordecai, 
when he sau' his people in danger of 
being destroyed with a temporal des
truction—Esth. iv. 1—"That he rent 
his clothes, and put on sackcloth with 
ashes, and went out into the midst of 
the city, and cried with a loud and bit
ter cry." And why, then, should per-

• sons be thought to be distracted, when 
they cannot forbear crying out, at the 
consideration of the misery of those 
that are going to eternal destruction." 

" I have seen," says Finney, " a man 
of as much strength of intellect and 
muscle as any man in the community, 
fiill down prostrate, absolutely over
powered by his unutterable desires for 
sinners. I know this is a stumbling-
block to many; and it always will be 
as long as there remain in the Church 
so many blind and stupid professors of 
religion. But I cannot doubt that these 
thmgs are the work of the Spirit of 
God. O that the whole Church could 
be so fUled with the Spirit as to travail 
in prayer, tiU a nation should be born 
in aday.".^ _• _'-

God-does not give any .one this trtlv-
ail for souls continually, because no one 
could live under i t ; but every earnest 
and true Christian has it at times, and 
he that is led, by the Spirit will hav^^ 
as much of it as he can well endure. 
Reader, if you have never felt it, you , 
have good reason to fear that you have 
never yet been converted to God, and 
yoii cannot have the Spirit of Christ. 
And the apostle says—Rom. viii. 9— 
" Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of His," 

The Spirit opens our eyes to the 
condition of simiers. In His light the 
threatenings with which the Bible 
abounds are clothed with terror. Have 
we, by any act of disobedience, brought 
ourselves within the range of the artil
lery of Sinai? Does the dark cloud of 
Divine vengeance hang over us ? The 
consciousness of our condition can but 
be attended with the deepest anguish 
of Spirit. The soul thus exposed goes ' 
"mourning all the day long." The 
sweetest pleasures have lost their, at- ' 
tractions. 

Have .we been rescued from our 
perilous condition by the strong arm 
of Him who is mighty to deliver? Do 
we see others, strangers, acquaintances, 
friends, relatives, in imminent danger 
of the same destruction which so re
cently threatened us? Does the com
passionate Spirit of Jesus dwell within 
us ? Then, how natural, how unavoid
able is it that we should manifest, when 
alive to the condition of sinners, the 
deepest emotion. 

Did Christ o'er sinners weep, 
And shall our cheeks be dry ? 

.. Let floods of penitential̂ ^gTief '-'-
Burst forth from every eye, 

When the ear is soothbd with a va
riety of fine harmony, the s<;ul is too 
often allured away from spiritual wor
ship, even though a divine song attend 
the music,—WATTS. 

BELIEVER, the more worldly business 
lies upon thy hand, the more need thou 
hast to keep close to thy closet. Much 
business lays a man open to many sins, 
many snares and many temptations. 
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PURE Christian humility has no such 
thing as roughness, or contempt; or 
fierceness or bitterness, in its nature; 
it makes a person like a little child, 
harmless and innocent; and that none 
need to be afraid of; or like a lamb, 
destitute of all bitterness, wrath, anger, 
and clamor, agreeable to Eph. iv. 31. 

With such a spirit as this ought es
pecially zealous ministers' of the gos
pel to be clothed, and those that God 
is pleased to improve as instruments 
in His hands of promoting His work: 
they ought indeed to be thorough in 
preaching the word of God, without 
mincing the matter at all; in handling 
the sword of the Spirit, as the minis
ters of the Lord of Hosts, they ought 
not to be mild and gentle; they are 
not to be gentle and moderate in search
ing and awakening the conscience, but 
should be sons' of thunder: the word 
of God, which is in itself sharper than 
any two-edged sword, ought not to be 
sheathed by its ministei-s, but so used, 
that its sharp edges may have their full 

"• efiect, even to the dividing asunder soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow (provid
ed they do it -without judging particu
lar persons, leaving it to conscience and 
the Spirit of Grod to make the particu
lar application); but all their conver
sation should savor of nothing but low
liness and good wili, love and pity to 
all mankind; so that such .a spirit should 
be like a sweet odor diffused around 
them wherever they go, or like a light 
shining about them, their faces should, 
as it were, shine with i t ; they should 
be like lions to guilty consciences, but 
like lambs to men's persons. This 
would have no tendencj' to prevent the 
awakening of men's consciences, but on 
the contrary would have a very great 
tendency to awaken them; it would 
make way for the sharp sword to enter; 
it would remove the obstacles, and 
make a naked breast for the arrow.^— 
EDWARDS. 

GOD will'not give his blessing to 
even a divine service, if not done in 
His own way, on principles of truth 

. and righteousness.—^ADAM CLARKE. 

THE most fatal ruins are, frequently, 
not those which come suddenly, but 
those which come progressively—^by 
little and little—from step to step. 

There is not a more fatal disease 
than a consumption; yet the consump
tive 'patient is frequently so deceived 
respecting his disorder, because he is-
not in violent pain, and the progress 
of his disease is slow, that you can 
scarcely persuade him of his danger. 
Consumptive persons will plan and 
contrive for months &nd years to come, 
when they have not a week to live! 
Decay in religion is of this nature; it 
is a spiritual consumption. If a house 
receive a shock from a stroke of lights 
ning, it may still be sound in the main, 
and may not require to be pulled down; 
-but if a house begin to decay at the 
foundation, there is little hope but it 
must come do^wn.—CKCIL. 

SELP-LovE.^-Self-love is our most 
terrible enemy, because it is our near
est. Every one covets praise; but 
there is a strong self-love that has no 
bound, which is vanity; as there is, 
also, a feeble self-love w-hich is mode
rate. We baptize the latter with the 
name of modesty. This is not a vir
tue, it is a natural quality, a simple 
mark of good sense. The're is a great 
distance between modesty and humil
ity. True humility is a miracle. A 
supernatural grace is necessary to im
part to a minister. Nothing but love 
can remove self-love from the throne 
of his heart. Love is an ardent, pas
sionate, pre-occupation, which with
draws from everything that is uot 
allied to itself, from blame and from 
praise alike. Conversion essentially 
consists in love.—VINET. 

LOVE.—Let our love be firm, con
stant, and inseparable; not coming and 
returning like the tide, but descending 
like a never failing river, ever running 
into the ocean of iDivine excellency, 
passing on in these channels of duty and 
a constant obedience; still being a 
river till it be turned into sea and vast-
ness, even the immensity of a blissfiil 
eternity.—TAYLOR'S HOLY LH'ING. 
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WHO ARE THE CHILDREN OF 
GOD? i. ., 

BY NELSON C. L'igPi 

What an important question ! It is 
one that should come home with force 
to *the heart of every one who professes 
to be a follower of Christ. But who 
will answer it ? Let the Word of God 
answer; for we must not judge. The 
inspired penman tells us that " As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God." It appears 
that our worship is based upon our be
ing led by the Spirit; for the passage 
quoted implies that " As many as are 
not led by the Spirit of God, they are 
noi the sons of God." If our being 
the children of God depends upon our 
being led by His Spirit, hq_w import
ant it is that we should be very care
ful to obey all its teachings. 

What is it to be led by the Spirit ? 
Where wiU it lead us? " H e shall 
guide you into all truth, and teach you 
all things." Christ prayed, " Sanctify 
them through thy truth; thy Word is 
truth." If we are to be sanctified 
through the truth, and the Spirit guides 
us into all truth, it must, of course, 
lead us into sanctification; and if we 
are led by the Spirit, we shall be sanc
tified. 

Perhaps you ask, "When?" Taking 
the Word of God for our guide, we re-

. ply, now ; for, " Behold, now" is the ac
cepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation." 

We are commanded to " Love God 
with all the heart, with all the soul, 

-with all the mind, and •with all the 
strength" and surely we cannot do tha8| 
until our hearts are cleansed from ajj) 
sin. 

We cannot love God with all the 
heart, until our hearts are''filled with 
love, and our hearts cannot be fUled 
with love until they are emptied of all 
sin^ till they are made pure. Being 
wholly sanctified, is nothing more or 
less than being cleansed from all sin; 
and "If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to/or^i>e us our sins; 

and to cleanse us from all unright
eousness." 

Here is truth; that we must love 
God with all the heart, and at the 
present time; that we cannot do it un
til we are cleansed from all sin, or 
wholly sanctified; that, as the Spirit is 
to guide us into all truth. He will 
guide us into this truth. Also, that if 
we are led by the Spirit, we shall be 
cleansed from all sin now. 

The Apostle prayed, "And the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit, and 
soul, and body, be preserved blame
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus • 
Christ. Faithful is He that calleth 
you who will do it." How can we be 
preserved blameless untU we are first 
wholly sanctified? Certainly we can
not be, unless we say that sin is pleas
ing in the sight of God, and surely no 
one who believes the Word of God 
will say that it ia; for He says that 
He " Cannot look upon sin with the 
least degree of allowance." " No un
clean thing shall enter the kingdom 
of' Heaven." It is evident, that before 
we can be preserved blameless, we 
must be made blameless, that is, pure 
in heart. Nothing that is defiled with 
sin can be blameless in the sight of a 
Holy- God. " We are the temple of 
God; and if any man defile the tem- . 
pie of God him shall God destroy.". 
Will not sin defUe the temple of God ? 

We have proved, from the Word of 
God, that it is our privilege, and our 
duty, to be holy, and I ask, can we live 
year after year in a justified state, 
without going any farther ? We have 
proved that if we, arc led by the Spirit, 
we shall be led"into sanctification; that 
if we follow the teachings of the Spirit, 
and the Word of God, we shaU be -_ 
sanctified wholly, and preserved blame- 1 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Are those who have been pro
fessing to enjoy religion from five to 
forty or more years, and yet know 
nothing about sanctification—I ask with 
all charity—are ihey the children of 
God ? Certainly they have not been 
led by His Spirit. Reader, hast thou 

*r' 
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obtained a pure heart? If so, thank 
God and take courage. Hast thou 
been many years professing to live 
justified in His sight, and yet hast thou 
not followed the teachings of His 
Sprit, or .His Word, which says, " Be 
ye holy, for I the Lord your God,am 
holy ? If the latter case be your con
dition, are you a child of God ? " Ex
amine yourselves; prove your own 
selves f know ye not that Jesus Christ 
is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
" And if Christ be in you the body is 
dead because of sin." " Herein ŵ as 
the Son of God manifested to destroy 
the work of the devil."* Sin is the 
work of the devil, and hence if Christ 
destroys the -rt-ork of the devil, he must 
destroy sin. Reader, if Christ dwell 
in your heart, will he not destroy sin 
there ? " If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." If 
•we have the Spirit of Christ, we shaU 
have its fruits also, which are " Love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temper
ance." 

" Against such there is no lâ H"." 
-- . 

PRIDE.—Let none think themselves 
out of danger of spiritual pride, even 
in their best frames. Pride is the 
worst viper in the heart; it is the first 
sin that ever eUtered into the universe, 
is lowest of all in the foundation of 
the whole buUding of sin, and is the 
most secret, deceitful and unsearchable 
in its ways of working, of any lusts 
whatever. It is ready to mix with 
everything; and nothing is so hateful 
to God, contrary to the spirit of the 
gospel, or of so dangerous 'conse
quence ; and there is no one sin that 
does so much to let the devU into the 
hearts of the saints and expose them to 
his delusions.—EDWARDS. 

W E are apt to believe in Providence 
so long as we have our own way;. but 
if things go awry, then' we think if 
there is a God, He is in Heaven, and 
not on earth.—BEECHER. 

H E that would pray with effect must 
live •with'care and piety.—^TAYLOR. 

THEY have healed also the hurt of 
the daughters of my people slightly, 
saying peace, peace, when there is no 
peace. . 

The prophet gives a thimdering mes
sage, that they might be terrified, and 
have some convictions and inclinations 
to repent; but it seems thatrtie false 
prophets, the false priests, WCM about 
stifling people's convictions, and when 
they were hurt or a little terrified, 
they were'for daubing over the wound, 
telling them that Jeremiah was but an 
enthusiastic preacher. 

Our hearts are exceedingly deceitful, 
and desperately wicked; none but the 
eternal Godf know-s how treacherous 
they are. How many of us cry peace, 
peace to our souls, when there is no 
peace. How many are there that arc 
now settled upon their lees, that now 
think they are Christians, that now-
flatter themselves that they have an 
interest in Jesus Christ! whereas, if 
we come to examine their experiences, 
we •wSm find that their peace is but a 
peace of the devil's making; it is not 
peace of God's giving; it is not a peace 
that passeth human understanding. It 
is matter, therefore, of great impor
tance to know whether we may speak 
peace to our hearts. 

I know, by sad experience, what it is 
to be luUed asleep with a false peace. 
Long- was I lulled asleep; long did I 
think myself a Christian, when I knew 
nothing of the Lprd Jesus Christ. I 
went, perhaps, further than many of 
you do; I used to fast twice a week; 
I used to pray, sometimes, nine times 
a day; I used to receive the sacrament 
constantly every Lord's day; and yet 
I knê w nothing of Jesus Christ in my 
heart. I knew nothing of inward re
ligion in my soul. 

O, if ye do not take care, a form of 
religion will destroy your soul; ye wiU 
rest m it, and will not come to Jesus 
Chrisftsat all; whereas, those things 
are only the means and not the end of 
religion; Christ is' the end of the law 
for righteousness to all that believe.— 
WHITFIELD. 
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E X P E E I E N C E 
o r MRS. MINERVA COOLEY. 

I WAS taught by a praying mother 
in the days of my infancy to lisp my 
evening prayer, and I never durst, be
fore my conversion, close my eyes in 
sleep without first kneeling by my bed
side,' and saying my little prayer to 
God. But I do not remember to have 
been especially convicted for sin untU 
after my tenth year, when I began to 
feel my need of salvation. During a 
series of meetings I went several times 
to the anxious seat. My heart was all 
broken down before the Lord, but I did 
not know how to cast my burden on 
Him, or how to exercise saving faith. 
After a time my deep convictions wore 
off, and I was encouraged by some to 
believe that God had pardoned my sins. 
But Jesus showed me by a vision of 
the night that I had settled down upon 
a false hope. After tenderly embrac
ing me, he seemed to say to me. You 
think you are in the way to heaven, 
but you are in the way to hell: He 
then smiled upon me, and disappeared. 
When I awoke, it seemed to me that 
Jesus had appeared to me in person 
and told me that I was self deceived. 
I now began in earnest to seek the 
Lord, and soon felt His power to save, 
and then how my }"oung heart went out 
after others, especially the unconverted 
members of my father's family! I 
found some heavy crosses to bear, 
though they inight appeir trifling to 
persons of niaturer y'cars. I felt that 
God willed me to labor, to do something 
for souls young as I •was. I well re
member the glory I used to feel in 
bearing the cross, and though Satan 
tried to prevent my doing certain du
ties, by telling me I was too young, 
yet my heavenly Father gave me grace 
and decision to put him to flight, and 
for a time led me by His Spirit in the 
path of obedience. I kept on in this 
way for a few years as well as I could, 
trying to follow Jesus according to the 
light I had, and sometimes I would feel 
so much of His jiresence as to quite 

overcome my physical powers; and 
then a great solemnity would pervade 
my mind for days, and I would feel 
such a sinking into God as I could not 
express. I read the lives of Hester 
Ann Rogers and Mrs. Fletcher, and 
greatly longed'to see somebody deeply • 
experienced as they were, to whom I 
could go for counsel, but I looked in 
vain to find them. O how I needed 
some spiritual guide to point out the 
dangers that beset jny path, and guide 
my feet in the narrow^ w"ay. Happy-
had it been for me had I kept on living 
near to Jesus. But after the lapse of 
a few years I commenced going iri young 
company ; and I proved, alas! that the 
society of the gay and thoughtless was 
no help to a life of faith. I now began 
to lay down my watch, and to neglect 
certain duties until I felt the light going 
out of my soul; and thus was I shorn 
of my strength, so that I had no power 
to labor, though I kept up an outward 
form, and attended regularly class and 
prayer meetings, and visited my closet 
three times a day; but O how little I 
knew of what it really was to be bless
ed ! I felt a sort of satisfied feeling in 
doing those duties, because they were 
enjoined upon me, but my heart did 
not go out; to God in them; it lay all 
unmoved and un warmed within; though 
the divine rays were shining then as 
now, I had no faith to conduct them to 
my heart. I read the promises in God's 
holy word to His believing children, 
but I had no power to claim them as 
mine. I lived on in this way until in 
my nineteenth year I became the wife 
of an itinerant minister; and how little 
I then felt the responsibilities of a min
ister's" wife ! I thought I must please 
the people, and this I endeavored to do, 
by doing all that I thought was requir
ed of me; in visiting the members, 
taking part in the social meetings, in 
instructing the youth, iu superintending 
Sabbath schools, and.by being active 
in all the benevolent societies. I felt 
it a task to move, and thought when we 
went to a new station, if we could 
please the people the first year, they 
would want us back the second year; 

^ § k ^ 
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and they generally did. Things passed 
on in this way untU we went to the 
Springville charge, and Bro. Eleazier 
Thomas was appointed our Presiding 
-Elder. With him holiness was a pro
minent theme, and he preached it where-
ever he went. Previous to this time, I 
do not recollect to have heard a sermon 
preached on this subject during all these 
years that I had lived so backslidden in 
heart though not in life. I did not 
know any one who could declare from 
a personal experience that there was 
power in Jesus' blood to cleanse the 
heart from all sin. » 

I had gone on measuring myself by 
others, and had thought I was as good 
as most in the Church; but sometimes 
I would feel the upbraidings Of con
science, and some circumstance would 
lead to self-examination; and then I 
would feel that all was not right, and 
that I was not prepared for sudden 
death ; but I had heard it many times 
said-lhat we should have dyliig_graQe 
triven to us in that hour, andthat we 
diHTiot need dying grace to live by. I 
tried to believe this, and would quiet 
my conscience and pass on. " Yet I 
knew the Church was not •what it ought 
to be, and was far from what it was in 
its earlier days of simplicity and power. 
I had read of-those times, and could re
member when a child, how the mem
bers went plainly dressed, and would 
kneel in the public congregation; and 
when assembled in love-feasts, the doors 
being shut, would enjoy seasons of great 
refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. It did seem now as' I looked 
over the state of the Church, and saw 
hoyr its members tried to outvie each 
other in -worldly conformity, and in 
buUding costly edifices to gratify the 
eyes of its fashionable worshippers, and 
saw so little humble piety and true 
Christian zeal for God, that Ichabod 
would soon be written upon the door
posts of our Methodism, for the glory 
was departing from her. At times I 

* would see these things, and mourn over 
them, and would resolve t© live nearer 
to God, and at times had some peace 
and rest, -but it "was only for a few mo

ments. Thus I went on resolving and 
re-resolving to be more faithful, but 
vrithout any real abiding change in my 
feelings, for about ten years. 

And then, glory be to Jesus! it was 
my privilege to become acquainted 
with some Christians who walked in 
the clear light, and who felt it their du
ty, to deal faithfully with souls. And 
these did not as others had done, flatter 
me, and encourage me to think I was 
doing well, without any satisfactory ev
idences of my personal salvation. As 
I sat under the pointed preaching of 
Some devoted ministers, the word came 
to my soul •\vith searching, sifting pow
er. And O how I saw that I was liv
ing on shadows without tasting the sub
stance ! Then, when I looked over my 
past life, and saw how little I had done 
with an eye to the glory of God ; and 
how I had misrepresented Jesus, pro
fessing to be His disciple, and .at the 
same time indulging in pride of life, 
and doing many things to gratify self, 
I felt like getting in the dust and thank
ing God that He had not removed the 
candlestick out of its place, and left me 
no space for repentance. About this 
time, while residing in Somerset, I was 
taken suddenly ill, and did not expect 
to live twenty-four hours; and keenly 
I then felt that the dying grace I had 
before expected would not be given 
when there were neglected duties un-
repented of. I felt that I was not pre
pared to go into the presence of my 
Judge—1 had not the wedding garment 
on. But God saw fit in His mercy to 
rebuke the disease, and to spare m}" 
life. 

I then sought earnestly the forgive
ness of all my backslidings, and felt 
that God did justify me freely, through 
faith in His name. I now felt greatly 
the need of more power to be usefiil, 
and was convicted for the blessing of 
entire holiness. 

I resolved to seek it at the coming 
camp meeting which \\'as soon to be 
held in Newfane. That meeting was 
rendered a great blessing to very<many 
souls. The fruits of it will only be 
seen in eternity. It was the first that 
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had been held in that region for fifteen 
years ; and this would not have been, 
but for the untiring and persevering 
efforts of Bro. Joseph McCreery. It 
was there my soul entered the " Canaan 
of perfect love"—the land of rest from 
in-bred sin. On the las t ' day of this 
meeting, a beloved sister—a mother in 
Israel, (wife of D r . Israel Chamberlain) 
came to me and invited me to go into 
a tent where a few were seeking for en-

• tire holiness. I went in-and found sis
ter Hardy and Bro. Wil l iam C. Kend-
aU laboring with a few souls. I knelt 
with them, and was enabled by the help 
of God's Spiri t t o make an entire con
secration of all I had to Him. And 
0 how I saw the crosses coming up be-

, fore me ! One was to go home and 
profess it in the society where we then 
lived. I saw a little of what I should 
have to mee t ; there was very little 
sympathy with earnest religion in that 
place, only about a half dozen members 
out of seventy who met in class, and 
these were cold and formal, and my 
husband did not enjoy the blessing— 
but I said. Lord, I will confess it; An
other was, to exhort in the public eon-

, gregation, and another w%is to go home 
and labor with m y mother, although 
she had long been a member of the 
Church, I felt sure she was not saved. 
A little before this she had been afflic
ted with severe illness; and I had stood 
by her bedside and saw her sinking, as 
1 supposed, in the arms of death, and 
had not courage to speak to her about 
her soul. 

The Lord pi ty such professors of re-
,ligion ! The reason this was such a 
"cross to me, was, because religion was 
not a familiar subject in the family; 
and in how many professedly Christian 
families is this the case ! Everything 
else, almost, is looked after, but the 
salvation of its members . 

After promising the Lord I would 
take the cross every where with all the 
reproach, I felt the light breaking into 
my soul, and O what waves of light 
seemed to pass aU through m y inner 
and outer being. I was enabled by 
faith to put on Christ fiilly, and felt all 

through my soul such a glorious union 
him. It was now" my greatest de-

lightTb-4Q_His^blessed will, and I be
gan to feel such a sympathy for perish
ing souls, as I had never felt before. 
M y soul was greatly burdened 'ivhen I 
beheld the backslidings of God's peo
ple. At one time, for nearly a week 
so heavUy did the state of the Church 
press upon me, that I was scarcely able 
to perform the common ^duties of the 
family. A t length I wa(,s enabled to 
cast my burden upon the.'Lord. I went 
alone to the sanctuary, and entered'the 
sacred desk, where I prostrated myself 
before the Lord, and earnestly besought 
H i m to endue my husband with power 
from on high, to give edge and force to 
his t ruth as proclaimed from that desk 
—that the hearts of the people might 
melt under its burning power. I felt 
assured by the Holy Spirit m y prayer 
was heard, and waited patiently expect
ing the answer. M y burden was all 
gone, and with a light and happy heart 
I went about my work until the next 
Sabbath ; and that day, as I sat under 
the word, I thought I had never heard 
m y husband preach with such freedom 
and power. I saw it was taking effect, 
and God manifested His presence in 
the class meeting, in a wonderfiil man
ner. Some fell under His power, and 
nearly all eyes were suffused with tears 
—it was the dawning of a new era to 
that society. 

.Giory,^gLc!ry.be^to Jesus, who h.ears 
and answ-ers prayei-X 

T'felt it m y duty to reprove sin where-
ever I saw it, in the Church or ou t of 
it, and this called down upon rne bitter 
opposition. I met with trials and per
secutions I had not expected, but O 
how graciously did the Lord sustain 
me, and cause me in every trial to tri
umph ! 

And O how I now felt that my hus
band as well as every minister of the 
gospel, needed the clear light in his 
soul, in order to teach others the way. 
And before our four days ' meeting on 
Bear Ridge, I carried his case to the 
Lord; and got the assurance that H e 
would save him fully at that meeting. 
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But the meeting passed on until the 
last evening, wj»en the Lord laid Upon 
me a heavy cross; but He gave me 
strength to bear it, although Satan sug
gested it would be very much out of 
place, and would injure the cause. I 
felt it my "duty to go to him in the 
church, and ask him to come forward 
with others, and seek the blessing of 
holiness ; for I felt that ministers must 
lay aside their dignity, and get down 
as low as others, to be fully saved. 

I went to him, and we knelt together 
at the altar, and as we commenced pray
ing, God began to show him his heart, 
and earnestly did he plead that the sec
ond work, the work of purification might 
be completed there. - And that night, 
between the hours of eleven and twelve, 
whUe the now sainted William C. Ken
dall was lifting him up to the throne in 
earnest believing prayer, he experienced 
the inward crucifixion, the death of na
ture, and was enabled to testify clearly 
to the power of Jesus' blood to cleanse 
and purify the heart. And since that 
hour the ^ver. blessed Jesus has been 
an abiding guest at our humble home. 

O glory, g l o r y ^ to His name, how-
He has -siistained^ us while passing 
through trials, and'He has enabled us 
to count it aU joy when we fall into di-
v'crs temptations, knowing that thetcjaL 

-jif o^r faith worketh patience. Now-1 
can say as did the apostle, 'lJiEe^.yet 
jiot-I.ljiit_Christ liveth,injne. O what 
an amazing stoop of condescending grace 
to save so sweetly, so fully, & rebel 
soul like me. I find in Jesus my all 

5 every day, every hour, every moment, 
and like as. the atom plays in the sun's 
beams, so my soul seems lost in God, 
and delights itself in the ocean of His 
love. 0 that I had an angel's tongue 
and a trumpet*^ voice to teU the world 
of God's, redeeming love. O, how 
gently He bears me along, and unfolds 
to me daily the riches of His grace! 
My every wish and desire centers in 

- Him, and the language of my heart is, 
O Jesus ! I'll follow Thee everywhere, 
rU go at Thy bidding, regardless of the 
world's flatteries or frowns, till Thou 
shalt sign my release and take me 

. ho ine! 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR PREACHING.— 
When any one comes forward to offer 
himself as a laborer in the vineyard 
of the Lord, before he can be rightly 
assigned to any sphere, the question as 
to his spirituiil character must be fa
vorably decided, and then his sphere 
should be determined by his, gifts. 
Which of the various gifts of the Holy 
Spirit have been conferred upon hiin ? 
If none of them, who dare say that he 
is to be a minister of God, and a teacher 
of the souls of men ? It is a manifest 
inversion of Christian order, when the 
commission of the Church is taken to 
be the authority to commence the ex
ercise of spiritual gifts. In the New 
Testament the Church's only warrant 
for issuing her commissions is the 
known possession of such gifts; and 
this can only be proved -ijy their pre
vious exercise. Her work was not 
to create gifts, but from among the 
gifted brethren to select those whom 
the Lord had, by His own will and 
act, previously fitted for special offices. 
The ordirtation of the Church to the 
ministry was uot a Christian's first au
thority to preach Christ; for that, op
portunity and ability were authority 
enough ; but the special-eminence and 
useflUness of some among the company 
of preachers was the Church's warrant 
for separating them to the sole work 
of the ministry. If a commission from 
the Church be held to supply the place 
either of the Spirit's constraining call, 
or of His qualifying gift, His office in 
perpetuating the ministry is super
ceded. "To do this effectuaUy, it is not 
necessary to blot from creeds the ex
pressions of right belief, but only to 
adopt in practice such regulations as 
wUl enable men without grace, or 
without gifts, by the use of ordinary 
professional preparations, to obtain a 
commission, and stand up as accredited 
stewards of the mysteries of God.— 
ARTHUR. 

» 
THE carnal minded cannot believe 

that there is any sure plan of driving 
out or keeping under one-lJevU, except 
by calling in the aid of another.— 
HARE. 
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S I N G I N G IN C H U R C H . 

How- can we get persons to sing in 
()ur Churches ? This is the inquiry 
that is being constantly made, not only 
iii this city, but in many other places 
also. It ought not to be so. God re
quires his people to praise him, and 
especially in the sanctuary. By the 
mouth of the swoel Psalmist of Israel 
he said, " Whoso offereth praise glori-
fieth me," and David resolved accord
ingly, " 1 . will bless the Lord at all 
times; his praise shall be continually 
in my mouth; " and invites all to do 
the same, " Sing praises to God, sing 
praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises; for God is the King of all the 
earth, sing ye praises with understand
ing ; " and in other places he saith, " It 
is good to sing praises unto our God, 
for it is pleasant, and praise is comely; 
praise him in his sanctuary, praise him 
in the congregation of his saints." 
Praise constituted a very larg^part of 
the worship of the Jewish Church, and 
the Christians in apostolic times de
lighted in the same holy exercise. 
They waited not for the accompani
ment of \sind or stringed instruments, 
but in open air; in secret chambers, in 
prisons, or wherever any saints hap
pened to be assembled, there they 
could sing a hymn. There was no 
straining after any artistic effect or sci
entific execution; but the plain song 
of piety ascended from earth to 
Heaven, in direct obedience to the 
command of the apostle to " offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually. 
that' is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to his name." So, at a later 
period, in time of persecution, the 
early Christians were accustomed to 
meet a great •w-hile before day and sing 
praises to ^hrist as God. So, again, 
at a later period still, as we letirn from 
Cave. 

"When they (Christians) were at 
dinner, they sang hymns and psalms ; 
a practice which Clement of Alexandria 
commends as very suitable to Chris
tians, and a modest and decent way of 
praising God whilst.we are partaking 

6|f-his creatures. Saint Chrysostom 
a'isb strongly pleads for it, that men 
should be careful to teach their wives 
and children; and which (singing) they 
should use at their ordinary works." 
Numberless testimonies to the same 
efl'ect might be cited. The primitive 
Christians praised the " Lord at all 
times." So, again, at the times of the 
great Reformation, we have abundant 
evidence of psalmody and hj'mnology-
being common among Protestants. 
And from the glimpses which are af
forded us of Heaven, it would seem 
that new songs of praise, " loudaS from 
numbers without number, ŝ weet as 
from blessed voices," will never die 
aw-ay from the lips of the holy and 
happy worshippers. Now the path of 
duty is plain. All must recognise it, 
and at the same time feel the need of 
united praise in church. But it may
be asked, can any plan be devised to 
meet and overcome the difficulty com 
plained of? We reply, most cer
tainly. God has given all voices, 
some ..after one sort, some after an
other, but all have voices capable of 
improvement. Let, then, the heads of 
households practice plain singing at 
home; and, if " men," feeling indis
posed to lead in this matter, will not 
prevent such pious exhortations of 
singing under their own roofs, " wivew. 
and chUdren," sisters and brothers, 

-maid servants and men-servants, wUI 
quickly draw all "men" outintofamUy 
psalmody. Familiarized to it by fives, 
and by tens, and by scores in their pri
vate worship, what w-ould check spon
taneous joining (with or without choirs) 
in church ?. Accustomed to ecclesiasti
cal music within their own family^ cir
cle, where would any longer be 'such 
grave impediments as are now- alleged 
to exist ? Then w-e w-ould also suggest 
that an effort should be made to get as 
many as possible of the people to
gether to practice some two Or three 
plain tunes by the ear during the in
termediate week days. It could be 
done. Nature makes human beings 
vocal, and none refuse to sing any-
popular airs or national melodies when 
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the occasion offers; and that they ac
quire by the ear, accomplish by prac
tice. So it should be; and it could be, 
wit^ sacred tunes if the spiritual pastor 
cef'dially called upon his flock to as-

"Bemble in church • or other suitable 
place for that exclusive purpose. In 
answer to an objection that may natu
rally arise to this plan, we would ask 
our readers to remember that among 
those who sang hosannas to the Lord, 
there might have been, and probably 
were, niany.Mse notes, many inaccu
rate and uncouth voices; yet our Sav
iour loved to hear them sing; and he. 
declared, ifjtheyjield^^eir peacej_the 
very stones would imTnSttiatily cry 

^out^ Let us then be very careful how 
we silence any who would join in the 
act of praise, from the mistaken idea 
that they would interrupt others. " Let 
everything that hath breath praise the 
Lord, for His name only is excellent, 
His-^glory above Heaven and earth."— 
Church Witness. 

F A N . V T I C I S M . "Fanntioii^m yg , tbfi 

rhild nf fnlTP sf"iî  "nd "^ °"p°-°iti''̂ if(Dj 
the father of intolerance and of perse
cution; it is, therefore, very different 
from piety, though some persons are 
pleased tp confound them. The pious 
man, always governed by humility 
and reason, implores -find receives the 
succors of grace; and evidences this 
Divine nature by conducting himself 
with sweet humUity and love, the gen
uine chat-aeter of the first Christians. 
But the fanatic, big with pride, and full 
of himself, rejects reason, and takes the 
emotions of his own passions for those 
of grace; and far from conducting him
self with Christian modesty and love, 
he foUows the reveries of his imagina
tion as if they were the inspirations of 
the Divine Spirit; he imitates the fol
lies of enthusiastic fools, and if occa
sion offers, th^ cruelties of bloody per
secutors. Let us cautiously guard 
against this excess, but let us not des
pise true zeal; for it differs as much 
from fanaticism as vigour, accompanied 
with health, differs from a delirium pro
duced by a burning fever.—FLETCHER. 

SUBSTITUTES FOR THE HOLY 
G H O S T . • 

BY REV. A. -A. PHELPS. 

HAVING treated this subject in a for
mer number in its application to the 
membership of the Church generally, 
we now proceed to notice some of the 
substitutes frequently^ made by the 
Christian ministry for the baptism of-
celestial fire'. 

1. Education. Many act as though 
they believed their erudition would 
measure their success more nearly than 
anything else. Their critical exposi
tions and labored essays are dealt out 
with a master's hand, and regarded as 
the very quintessencejipf the gospel it
self. In their estimtjtion, the intellect 
is the devil's stronghold, against which 
their heaviest artillery is leveled. Lo
gic is their principal weapon in the 
mighty w-ar with sin and Satan. A 
perfect volley of arguments is hurled 
at the reasoning faculties, which may
be robbed of every refuge of defense, 
and the heart remain the same dungeon 
ot darkness—the same den of thievtes 
—the same seat of Satan as before. 
This is surely the character of too much 
of our modern preaching. The intel
lect is fed, but the soul goes hungry 
away. The judgment is convinced, but 
the conscience is not effectually aroused 
and stung vvMh the " arrows of the Al
mighty," Tn«re is a fearful tendency 
to be satisfied with the light without 
the fire~-the thunder without the light
ning. 

2. Eloquence. True eloquence is the 
power to move mind. There is nothing 
unlawful in possessing such a power if 
employ-ed in the right direction. Many, 
how-ever, seem to rely more on then-
powers of oratory to move, than upon 
the unction of ^he Holy Spirit. A 
splendid elocution, and dazzling rhetor
ical flourishes, are prominent features 
of the sermon, which often have the ef
fect upon the simple to make them pro
nounce the preacher a moSl "eloquent" ' 
man! Ashortextractfrom"B. M. A." "̂  
of the Guide to Holiness, a few- months 

^I^^^&i»^l^!!^^S! 
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since, will forcibly illustrate this point: 
" We have seen the Redeemer of men -I 
so presented, that His friends scarcely 
knew Him. We have heard the gos
pel (as it was called) preached in such 
a way that we could think of nothing 
like it, but a grand display of spiritual 
pyrotechnics—rockets of imagination 
went streaming away into the heavens; 
aU sorts of fires, from angel luminaries 
down, winding up in involved blazings 
of many-colored lightsj and a terrific 
explosion, leaving us peering out into 
the darkness that follow-ed, and asking, 
' Where «•« Jesus? ' " 

3. Orthodoxy. It is a great thing, 
and very desirable withal, to be correct 
in doctrine, for God has mat^^t a mat
ter of no small concern as to what we 
believe. But theoretical and theologi
cal correctness is not everything. In
deed, for all practical and saving pur
poses it is nothing unless something 
else is superadded. Orthodo.xy is the 
finished engine without the propelling 
steam—the perfect body without the 
animating and energizing spirit! It 
is not enough that the people be indoc
trinated; they must be stirred, melted, 
slain by the sharpness of the two-edged 
sword, and made gloriously alive from 
ihedeadby thepower of the Holy Ghost! 
It is not enough that a minister preach 
the truth ; this he might do by assert
ing from morning tUl night that my 
name is Alexander; but who is made 
better by its announcement? Much 
truth may be preached^and yet but very 
little be accomplished: first, because 
the most .essential class of truths is 
.not proclaimed; and second, because 
the truth itself, more than the Holy 
'Ghost, is relied on for success. U this 
will never do ! Let us have the truth 
—the simple truth—the whole truth, 
but let it come burning with the asso
ciated presence of the Infinite Spirit! 
Then it will cut its way to the heart of 
the King's enemy, and multiply its vic
tories everywhere. 

.4. Popularity. Some preachers mea
sure their success by their acceptability. 
Nearly the highest point of desirable
ness is reached if .they have succeeded 

in preaching a considerable length of 
time without making any enemies. 
Having secured the good will of a large 
community, and established what they 

^call a ministerial reputation, they seem 
to think that success henceforth is to be' 
expected as a matter of course. Pros
perity blinds their eyes, and they lose 
sight of the great fact that all their ef
forts witl amount to nothing, or next to 
nothing, if unaccompunied by the Spir- < 
it's burning agency. A man that lives 
the nearest to God, and preaches with 
most of the imction of holy Ojie, wiU 
not always or often be regarded with 
the greatest public favor. Such a man 
will " suffer persecution," for he must-
necessarily come in conflict with the 
darling sins of those who prefer to be 
let alone. To keep on good terms with 
e^verybody, a man must be composed 
of a peculiarly pliable material. It is 
seldom that a popular preacher is a 
straight preacher. So far fi|pm popu
larity answering as a substitute for the 
Holy Ghost, a man that would be fully-
led by this heavenly Guide, wUl prob
ably be obliged to pursue a course em
inently calculated to diminish his pop
ularity. " Woe unto you when all 
men shall speak weU of you; for it 
will doubtless be at the expense of your 
faithfulness to their souls, and of the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

What an amazing pity that the cho
sen heralds of mercy should so far re
verse the order of Heaven as to pre
sume to do anything in carrying out 
their greatcommission without amighty 
baptism from on high .' What wretch
ed work they always make when they 
endeavor to dispense with the Holy 
Ghost! How Churches die off on their 
hands, and Infidelity, with unwonted 
boldness, stalks abroad over the fair 
fields of this favored land! How 
strangely weak appears the gospel as 
proclaimed by these polished theo
logians, in contrast with the mighty 
gospel of primitive times, and even of 
the present time, when announced by 
lips that are touched with celestial em
bers ! It is too bad to find so many-
dead Churches over the land, but miB-

r. 
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isters should doubtless be sparing of 
their complaints unless they are quite 
certain that they have not contributed 
by their spiritless preaching to induce 
this very state of death. May God 
pity u s ! Amen. 

R I C H E S NOT H A P P I N E S S . — T h e late 
Mr. Girard, when surrounded by im
mense wealth, and supposed to be tak
ing supreme delight in its accumula
tion, w-rote thus t-o a friend: 

" As to myself, I five like a galley-
slave, constantly occupied, and often 
passing the night without sleeping. I 
am w-rapped in a labyrinth of afl'airs, 
and worn out •nith care. I do not value 
fortune. The love of labor is m y high
est emotion. W h e n I rise in the morn
ing, m y only effort is to labor so hard 
during the day, that w-hen the night 
comes, I may be enabled to sleep sound-
ly ," 

T H E most you can do to a good man 
is to persecute h i m ; and the worst 
that persecution can do is to kill him. 
And killing a good man is as bad as it 
would be to spite a ship by launching 
it. The soul is built for Heaven, and 
the ship for the oceam-rand blessed be 
the hour that gives'Ooth to the true 
element .-/-B EECHER. 

A PAINTER w h o was once repre
hended by a cardinal, for putt ing so 
much red in the faces of St . Paul and 
St. Pe ter , answered: " It is to show 
how much they blush at the conduct of 
many who style themselves their suc
cessors.—ANON. 

T H E R E is not a duty- we are called to 
perform, not an evil temper we are re
quired to vanquish, but we are directed 
in Scripture to seek for sthe aid of the 
Spirit of God, that our endeavors may 
be crowned with SUCCCSS^P^YENN. 

PERSONS maiy go to Chu/ch, receive 
the sacrament, lead honestfmoral lives, 
and yet be sent to HeU at the last 
d a y . — W H I T F I E L D . . 

D o not complain of the shoe when 
the disease is in the foot.—A. A . 

P R E A C H I N 

I UAVE sometimes been tempted to 
speak thus from the pu lp i t : " My 
friends, I am as tired of sermons as 
you a re ; henceforth 1 •will lay aside all 
pretensiofis to style, and speak to you 
as 1 do to a friend on the street. I 
will t ry to be simple, honest, t r u e ; 
telling you jus t what I think, and as I 
think it. -I hope you will listen with 
attention and interest, as it is for your 
benefit, not m y own, that I speak." 
But, on consideration, I saw it was bet
ter to make no such declaration, but to 
endeavor to act up to it. 1 have at
tempted it, but •with how little success ! 
The force of habit overcomes m y best 
intentions; after a few minutes of sim
plicity, I again fall into declamation. 
But I do declare, that when I have been 
fortunate enough—let me speak more 
correctly and say—when I have been 
so far sustained from above as to re
main simple and true, I have invaria
bly enjoyed an. unusual measure of 
peace of mind. I may add, that when 
I have suddenly checked myself in an 
affect^ed delivery, and resumed a natu
ral tone, I have seen drooping heads 
raised, wandering eyes fixed; m y au- -
ditors thus taught me which, was the 
right course. 

T ry it, Eusebius ! T r y it, and you 
will find the benefit of the change. 
You may fail the first t ime, but suc
ceed the second. And you will suc
ceed if you are in earnest, have real 
faith ill the gospel, and love to souls. 
If the ministry is to you merely a pro
fession, you will never be simple, be
cause you are in a false position. Imita- ^ 
tion of simplicity- is as bad a^ imitation 
of dignity ; both are disguises, and 
there can be no success in the puljpit 
without t ruth in principle and in prac
t i ce .—REV. NAPOLEON ROUSSEL. 

John the Bajjtist was a "burn ing 
and shining l igh t " T o ^ h i n e is not 
enough—a glow-worm will do s o ; to 
burn is not enough—a fire-brand •will 
do so .—SECKER. 

k ^ ' 
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BACKSLIDING IN OLD AGE., 

BY TBE EDITOR. 

THE pulpit and the religious press 
teem .with admonitions to the young 
against backsliding. They are needed. 
The young Christian cannot be too 
much upon liis guard. He is surroun
ded with dangers. His previous hab-

' its must be broken up. The associa
tions formed prior to his conversion, 
cannot be continued without jeopardy. 
Invisible powerful foes are prowling 
about, plotting his destruction. He can
not tread too aiutiouslj'. 

But it deserves to be remembered 
that those persons mentioned in the Bi
ble as departing from God were gener
ally men, Vvho w-ere, at the time of their 
defection, upon the down-hill side of 
life. Look at<Moses. E.xposed in his 
youth to the seductions found in the 
household of a heathen king, he remem
bered God, and retained his integrity. 
Vicious example was lost upon him. 
Ambition proffered her gilded baubles 
in vain. Passion tried its pow-er to no 
pui'pose. He identified himself with a 
nation of slaves, choosing rather to 
" suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season.' In advanced life, just as he 
was ready to enter the promised land, 
he gave way to a spirit of vanity and 
impatience, and brought upon himself 

• the displeasure of God, and though he 
was doubtless taken to Heaven, he was 

'"TKit pennjttoLtQ- euter~the promised 
Jand.. 
" Eli appears to have been eminently 
pious nearly all his days. It was not 
until he ivas "very old" that he "hon
ored his sons above the Lc^rd," and 
brought upon himself the malediction 
of Heaven. 

See David. In his youth and through 
his prime, a man after God's own heart 
—in advanced life guiltj' of murder and 
adultery ! and at a still later period 
giving way to pride and self^nceit— 
vices from which age is by no means-
exempt. 

1-2 

'. 3 1 — 
Consider the history of Solomon. 

The God of nature gave him wisdom 
above all men. The God of grace gave 
him another heart; and in a special 
sense the Lord loved him. Yet strange 
to say—" it came to pass when Solomon 
WAS OLD" that "his heart was turned 
from the Lord God of Israel." He 
y-ielded to a compromising spirit—the 
sin ofVild age. The altar and worship 
of Jehovah he never thought of forsak
ing ;- but in sinful compliance w-ith the 
wishes of his wives, he gave counten
ance and support to the worship of. 
false Gods. " And the Lord was angry 
with Solomon." 

How many, who, in their younger 
days were noted for their uncompro
mising hostility to the fashionable fol
lies and vanities of the •world, find rea
sons, when their chUdren come upon 
the stage of .action, in favor of prac
tices, which, when they walked in the 
light of the Spirit they-strongly con
demned. What a pitiable sight to see 
men in old age spending -the remnant 
of their days in pulling down the edi
fice for the erection of which they de
voted the strength of their manhood. 

Old iige is by no means exempt from 
the liability to backslide. There is 
danger when habits of piety are formed, 
that piety •H-ill degenerate into a mere 
habit. The body may retain its form 
long after vitality is fled—the em-
balmer's skill may keep it from cor
ruption, so the form of devotion may 
be retained long after the spirit has de
parted. 

SAT.IN'S ARTS.—Thou, hast conten
ded w-ith Satan and has(t been success
ful. Thou hast foughj^with him, and 
he has fled from the^ But, O, r«^ 
member his artifices. \ D O not indulge 
the belief that iW najJure is changed. 
True, indeed, he is now very contpla-
cent, and is, perhaps, singing thee some 
syren song; but he was never more a 
dovU than he is now. He now assaults 
thec; by not assaulling thee ; and knows 
that he shall conquer, when THOU FALL-
EST A S L E E P . — U P H - « ( . 

t ^ ^ . 
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WITH CHRIST. 
BY BEV. WM. HART. 

1 i 

" Lord, remember' me wheij thou 
comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him, Verilj', I say unto you, 
today shalt thou be with me in para
dise."—Luke xxiii, 42 and 43. In this 
chapter is recorded the closing scenes 
of the life of our Divine Redeemer. 
True to the purpose for which he left 
the shining seats above, we-find him in 
the very agonies of deafih listening to, 
.and answering prayer. No wonder we 
ofl-times sing, " Jesus loves to answer 
prayer." And what a view does this 
give us, of the intense desire of Jesus 
to save the souls of men. Look at 
his sufferings, the cruel mockings and 
scourgings, his agony in the garden, 
his fainting under the cross as he as
cended Calvary's mount, then the driv
ing of the spikes through the quivering 
flesh, and above all this, and in the 
midst of aU, the load of sin for aguUty 
world, and the hidings of his Father's 
face, causing him to cry out, " My 
•God, my God, why hast thou for-
:saken me ?" _ 

While undergoing such sufferings, 
and accomplishing the work of redemp
tion for a lost race, yet he finds time 
and inclination, to answer the prayer 
of the penitent thief. Infinite com
passion ! Wondrous love! 

" O, for such love let rock and hiile, 
"Their lasting silence break." 

After Jesus was crucified, the first 
thing he did, was to pray for his mur
derers. " Father forgive them, they 
know not what they do." How per
fectly his teachings and his character 
correspond. And if the Jews were 
led to say at one time, " Never man 
spake like this man," how much more 
inight we say, never man died like this 
man. Or in the words of an Lifidel, 
who, when contemplating the death and 
sufferings of Jesus, exclaimed, " If 
Socrates died like a phUosopher, Jesus 
Christ died like a God." And like a 
God he answers the prayer of the peni

tent thief. " To-day shalt thô u be with 
me in paradise." Who is this, naUed 
and expiring on the cross, that can use, 
such language as this ? Who can thus 
open the gate of paradise, and give en
trance into eternal glory ? 

He who is exalted a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, 
and the remission of sin. Well may 
we say w-ith Thomas, and happy be 
who can look to the bleeding, dying 
Saviour, and with faith cry, " My Lord, 
and My God." 

In the character of the two thieves, 
we have a striking Illustration of the 
different effect produced by preaching 
the gospel of Christ. One of these 
dies hardened to the very last. He 
even joined the mockings of the rabble 
below, and railed on him saying, " If 
thou be Christ, save thyself and us." 
We should have expected, in such an 
hour as this, that his soul would have 
been in some degree humbled, enough 
so at least, to make a dying man refrain 
from insulting a dying man. The ex
ample of Christ, which has softened the 
heart of the other, has had an opposite 
effect on him. Making true the d e 
claration of Scripture, that the gospel 
is to some, a savor of life unto life, 
while to others of death unto death. 
" The cross of Christ is to the Jew a 
stumbling block, and to the Greek 
foolishness, but to them who are saved 
the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God." 

As far as we can leam from the narra
tive the circumstances of these thieves 
'were similar. Both had the example of 
Christ before them, both had the same 
opportunity to learn and see, that hewho 
was crucified was truly the Lord, and 
both would have found the same free 
grace in answer to prayer. Where then 
was the difference ? One as he felt the 
movings of the spirit, yielded, and his 
heart was softened, and aided by these 
gracious influences," he made kno^vn the 
desires of his heart to Christ, and was 
saved. The other, having equally the 
first gentle movings o^ the Spirit, r e 
sisted, and by his voluntary perversity, 
grieved the Holy Spirit, and thus de-

0-
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prived himself of the only means 
which God could use to save him. 

We see from this, that the greatest 
plagues will not humble men. Out
ward pains will never e.xpel in^\!ard 
sins. How often God lays his hand 
upon us, and the racking pains of dis
ease, and the scorehings of fever, bring 
us -near the grave, and'if our life is 
spared, we rise from the bed of suffer
ing, with the same proud, unhumbled 
hearts. I once attended the funeral of 
a young man, who died of a loathsome 
disease. Decomposition progressed 
with such rapidity that the L'lst look of 
mourning friends was prevented, and 
the coffin removed from the house dur
ing the services. The minister in 
alluding to the circumstances, remarked 
" If such a sight as this will not e.xpel 
all levity and pride from the heart, I 
do not know what wUl."t But a thou
sand such thoughts and sights never 
wUl. The gospel has presented a far 
different sight, by which to expel the 
pride of the heart, than the dissolution 
of this vile body. The burden falls, 
as the Cross of Christ appears in vie^fP' 

** When Isurvey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Princeof glory died. 
My richest gain, I count but loss 
And pour contempt on aU my pride." 

Look at that man doomed to die. See 
Mm in yon narrow cell, left to the cor
roding reflections of a guUty mind. 
The hour for his execution draws near. 
Eternity begins to' unfold before his 
spiritual vision. But he nerves him
self against any appearance of concern, 
and passes to the bar of God unhumbled 
and unsaved. What earthly condition 
can man be placed in, w-here the grace 

. of humility would take root and grow, 
if not in circumstances like these? 
None. Nothing but Jesus' blood can 
wash away sin. The example of Jesus; 
and the history of the cross, is God's 
method of softening the hard heart. 
Hopeless, indeed, is that case, where 
these avail not. Apply then, oh ! ap
ply, for an interest in his blood, and 
the answer shall be given, and salva
tion received. 

This penitent, who was this day to be 

with Christ, had outraged the law of 
his country, and died a criminal. But 
repentance and faith in his suffering 
Lord, took him to glory. David 
the adulterer and murderer, received 
again the pardoning seal of his Master's 
love. Peter, the swearer and perjurer, 
was pardoned, and with the test re
ceived tbe pentecostal baptism. And 
Paul, breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples, was ar
rested, converted, and made the chiefest 
of the Apostles. Omnipotent love can 
soften the hardest h^^rt. No soul is 
so crimsoned with sin, but Jesus' blood 
can wash it white as snow. 

Reader, dost thou desire to be 
with Christ, in the paradise of God ? 
Learn thefi this prayer, " Lord, remem
ber me." 

MELANCTHON'S PORTRAIT OP A GOS
PEL PREACHER.—He enters the house 
of God with a pious intention of 
preaching the unadulterated truth, and 
to present that which alone is usefiil 
and necessary, and not 'merely to de
light the fancy of his hearers with hu
man inventions, clothed in florid lan
guage. He disposes the matter of his 
discourse in a proper and natural order, 
and discusses it in a lucid and proper 
manner. He admonishes his hearers, 
and distinctly shows them how they 
may apply to themselves each truth. 
To impress it upon their minds, he em
ploys clear and convincing argument, 
and illustrates it vs-ith appropriate ex
amples, that every hearer may remem
ber it well. He holds out motives, he 
rouses the feelings,'he alarms them by-
denouncing the terrible threatenings of 
God, and awakens hope and confidence 
by the proinise of His word. At one 
time h'e preaches the law, and then the 
Gospel, and explains the difference be
tween them in the clearest manner. 
A"t one time he only explains the Scrip
tures, at another he addresses the heart 
and conscience vigorously—he excites 
the mind to activity, not by a mere 
sound of words, but by a solemn ap
peal to the affections. Such a preacher 
I knew well, it was MARTIN LUTHER. 

I 
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BACKWOODS PREACHERS. 

The following graphic description of 
backwoods preachers, furnished me by 
a friend, serves not only to illustrate 
the manner in which many preachers 
were manufactured in early days, but 
will convey some idea of their character 
and talents: 

A Presbytery of the Cumberland 
Church had assembled in one of the 
valleys of the Cumberland range. It 
was a season of spiritual drought, and 
the Churches had suffered from famine. 
The members of the ecclesiastical body-
then collected in their semi-annual 
convocation, were mostly - weather-
beaten veterans—who had braved the 
earlier difficulties of the denomination 
to which they were attached, when, 
about twenty years before, it had seced
ed from the parent stock, to erect a 
banner in Zion with a new- device. 
They were iu all about twenty persons, 
of whom a little more than half were 
preachers, the rest ruling elders of con
gregations, who were there to repre 
sent the local interests of the Church 
sessions. 

This meeting was at a solemn crisis ; 
for the Church was troubled, and the 
way before her- was shrouded in dark
ness; The love of many had wa.xed 
cold. Defectionshadoccurred. Some— 
who were once masters in Israel had 
•withdrawn, carrying off weighty influ
ence and leaving perplexities behind. 

Others were threatening to dissolve 
the Church unless radical changes were 
made in doctrines and polity. Alarm
ing coldness prevailed in regard to can
didates for the ministry, none having 
offered for several sessions, and those 
already in charge giving but little evi
dence of a disposition to advance or an 
abUity to labor in the work which they 
had professed to love. Presbytery, 
however, was ""unusuaUy fuU, nearly 
every Church session being represented 
and not one of the ordained ministers 
absent. The deliberations were opened, 
as usual, •with prayer by the modera
tor, an aged servant of God; and it 

was observed by those skilled in such 
things, that there was great liberty given 
him when he entreated " that the God 
of the harvest, in infinite mercy, would 
send more laborers into his harvest." 

The usual formalities being ended, 
the opening sermon was preached by
the same person. His subject com
prehended the character and importance 
of a call to the Gospel ministry, and 
was treated with much earnestness. 
The morning hour being ended, the 
body adjourned to early candle-light
ing. A considerable crowd had assem
bled upon this novel occasion, and it 
was under their hospitable roofs that 
the members found welcome reception. 
Few, indeed, of the mountain cabins 
in the vicinity but w-hat received one 
or more upon that occasion, glad to be 
permitted to talk of the Saviour to 
those who rarely- had such opportuni
ties of hearing. the Gospel. Night 
brought them aU back again to the 
house of gathering. It was a singular
ly wild and startling scene to one w-ho 
has not mixed iu the different phases 
of frontier life. The building in which 
the meeting was held was a plain log-
cabin, the dw-elliiig of one of the elders, 
and only selected on account of its be
ing the largest in the Vicinity-. There 
were the beds and the furniture of the 
whole family, no unprolifie one at that, 
stowed around a room but twenty feet 
square. . • 

Upon those beds, and upon seats 
made by laying split puncheons upon 
cross logs, w-as seated the company of 
men, women, and children, ministers, 
delegates, aiid all, e^ch glad to endure 
a process of compression for a few-
hours, in the expectation of an intellec
tual reward. 

It had before been arranged that this 
night's meeting should be devoted to 
candidates for the ministry. A call 
w-as, therefore, made " to aU w-ho had 
felt impressions to preach to come for-
ward and converse with Presbytery on 
the subject." Every one must under
go this peculiar ordeal wlj^ inclines to 
enter the ministry , and there are no 
traditions in the Church more enter-
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taining than those which tell how the 
ministers who are now burning and 
shining lights made their first awkward 
and mipromising exhibit before Pres
bytery. 

The call being made by the presiding 
officer, three persons arose to their feet. 
Of the first and second it will be un
necessary here to speak. The third bad-
stood partly conccalStl in a dark corner 
of the room, while the others were re
lating the particulars which induced the 
Presbytery- to accept them as proba
tioners; but now he stepped forward 
and faced tho moderator. His appear
ance excited a uiiiversal start of sur
prise even among that unsophisticated 
audience, accustomed to great peculi
arities of dress and rudeness of nvMir 

- uer. Let the reader imagine a person 
dressed in what is styled copperas 
cloth ; that is, a cloth home-spun, home-
woven, home-cut, and home-sew-ed, 
dyed in that bilious hue which is 
formed by copperas, alum, and walnut 
bark, and made into coat, vest and 
breeches. 

To this add brogans of home-tanned, 
red leather, tied with a leather thong, 
covering immense feet, made—both 
feet and brogans—for climbing hills,,and 
you have the portrait of a mountain 
hoy ; able at full run to scale a bluff, 
to live upon the proceeds of his rifle 
for support, and to whip any lowland 
fellow in the State. Such was the 
person _who left his dark corner and 
came into the fiill blaze of the pine-
knot fire. He was weeping bitterly^ 
and, having no handkerchief, the primi
tive arrangement for such cases pro
vided was necessarily adopted. He 
stood silent for a minute, every behold
er awaiting with intense curiosity- the 
announcement of his business, then, 
clearing his throat, commenced, " I've 
come to Presby ," but a new flood 
of tears impeded his efforts to speak. 
The moderator kindly remarked, "And 
what did you come to Presbytery for, 
my good friend ? Take your own time 
and tell us all about i t ; don't be 
alarmed; be seated; nobody wiU hurt 
you. Come, now, tell us what you come 

to Presbytery for." The stranger em
boldened by this to commence again, 
even the third and fourth time, but 
could never proceed further than " I've 
come to Presby—," and the storm of 
his soul prevailed. 

Here one Of the members suggested 
that he had better retire with some one 
and communicate his wishes privately-; 
foi- as yet no person imagined his true 
errand, but rather supposed that he 
was laboring under some spiritual diffi
culty-,, which he would needs have set
tled by the meeting. But to this hint 
he resolutely demurred, replying "that 
he'd get his voice d'reckly, please 
God ;" and so he did; and he rose up, 
straightening his gaunt, aw-kward form, 
and then such words as passed his lips 
had never before rung through that as
sembly. 

I shall not attempt—nor could I do 
it, for want of a report—to quote 
his own words; but the oldest minister 
present declared, years afterward, that 
they scorched and burnt where ever ihey 
fell. A sketch of his subject wUl be 
sufficient here. It seemed that he had 
lived all his days in ignorance and sin, 
without an hour's schooling, without 
any training either for this world or the 
next, without any- knowledge of the 
affairs of humanity, having sprung up -
like one of the cedars on his own 
mountains, and with as little cultiva
tion. Thus he had passed more than 
tw-enty years, laboring in a humble 
way for support, and at times pursuing 
the pleasures and profits of the chase. 

A few months back he had accident
ally fallen in with a traveling preacher, 
who had lost his way among the moun
tains, and, by several miles travel, had 
put him in the right track. 

The minister, interested at the oddity 
of his appearance and his intense ignor
ance of everything religious, devoted 
the hour to a sketch of this world's 
condition, buried in sin, his own peril
ous state, and the value of his immortal 
soul, and concluded by kneeling with 
him, at the root of a tree, and pleading 
with God for his spiritual regeneration. 
They parted, and met no more, but the 
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influence of that meeting parted not. 
The spirit which dictated the good man's 
effort, abode henceforward in the tem
ple of his heart. A voice began to 
whisper in his ears, " Repent, repent; 
why will ye die ?" A load, a weight 
of mountains, pressed upon his soul. 
Sleep forsook his eyelids. His axe 
rusted by- the pile ; his rifle hung, dust-
covered, on the wall. 

The simple-hearted neighbors, ignor
ant as himself, pronounced him de
ranged ; the younger por,tion called it 
love ; ,a few, not slanderous, but sus
picious, thought, in a private way, it 
might be liquor. The man himself 
sought religious meetings, but they 
were few and distant, and he heard no 
echo to the voice within him, and he 
still returned hungry and dissatisfied. 

The people of a certain tow-n w-ill 
not soon forget the apparition of that 
awkward and Ul-dr.essed man who vis
ited their churches, to plant himself in 
front of the pulpit, and to listen to the 
exercises with all that attention which 
the criminal wpon the gallows bestows 
upon the distant horseman, who, per
haps, brings him the expected reprieve. 
It was in the midst of a camp meeting 
fervor that he at last found peace ; and 
there his frantic ejaculation, " I've got 
it, I've got it!" was like the world-wide 
Eureka of the Syraculean, when his 
grand discovery first electrified his o\vn 
breast. 
• Then he came home to tell his neigh

bors w ĥat the Lord had done for his 
soul. Forsaking all other duties, he 
wandered from cabin to cabin, and, 
wherever he found a hearer, he called 
upon him to forsake his sins. His ardor 
increased every day. 

Soon his rude but forcibleiHustra-
tions began to tell upon the/lieaTts of 
those simple mountaineers, as^he words 
of a second John Baptist, crying ouC • 
" Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make l̂ 
his path straight." ' • /i 

And yet he seemed to have no idea/ 
that he was called to preggh. Such,a 
thought as that of entering tfe^ninistry 
did not enter his breast. Alth,oiKh 
his heart overflowed •with the one 

ject, and he declared his determination 
to speak that subject to others, so long 
as he lived, yet it was only as a friend 
counsels friend that he expected tOyd:̂ ^ 
it—no more. How could he become a 
preacher ? He couldn't read a hymn 
or a text; he hadn't means to buy de
cent clothing, or pay for' a session's 
schooliilg. But he was guided right, 
for he fell in with a gentleman who was 
botanizing a'mong his native hills, and 
liad the good fortune to spend a Sab
bath in his company. This man, a 
profound observer of human nature, 
and a friend of his species, was struck 
with the peculiarities of the case, 'and, 
although no professor in a religious 
way, yet he felt convinced that the hand 
of might was here. He, therefore, ad
vised him to apply to some religious 
association, before which he could lay-
open his heart and be understood. 

The result of this counsel we have 
seen iu his coming to Presbytery, and 
presenting himself, a stranger to all, in 
the manner before described. This 
history, much elaborated, he gave out 
with a volubility that took away the 
breath. -

The pine fire blazed low; the dipped 
and shapeless candles simmered them
selves into torrents, unobserved by the 
hearers, while all sat spell-bound at the 
recital. With uncouth gestures, words 
barbarous as the African's, alternately-
crying and laughing, as he wandered 
from his first agony to-his final triumph, 
and shouting till his voice rang back 
from the hill-side, the mountain boy en
chained each heart, till its very pulsa
tions might be heard. There was not 
a dry eye in the assembly. The grey-
haired moderator sobbed aloud. The 
more excitable joined, from time to 
time, in his shouts, as the word of vic
tory rung in their eai's; and when, after 
a sentence of great liengtb, he declared 
that " glory was begun in his heart," 
and that " God alone had done this 
work within him," not one who was 
experienced in such annouffcements but 
declared his convictions that it was 
even so—the hand of God was there, 

nsultation ensued, and then 
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by general consent, George WUlets. 
was duly received as a candidate for the 
holy ministry. 

THE BANK OF HEAVEN. 

TwiiB—Common Metre. 

I havq a never fafling bank, 
A more than golden store; 

No earthly bank ia half so rich— 
How then Can I be poor ? 

No earthly bank is half so rich— 
How then can I be poor? 

'Tis when my stock is spent and gone, 
And I -without a groat, 

I'm glad to hasten to my bank 
And beg a little more. 

Sometimes my banker, smiling, says 
" 'Why don't you oft'ner come? 

And when you draw a little note, 
'Why not a larger sum ? 

" 'WTiy live so niggardly and poor ? 
Tour bank contains a plenty; 

•Why come and take a one pound note ? 
Tou might as well have twenty. 

" Tea, twenty thousand, ten times told, 
Is but a trifling sum. 

To what your Father has laid up, 
Secure for all his Sons." 

Since then my banker-is so rich, 
I have no cause to borrow, 

I'U live upon my cash to-day, 
"And draw again to-morrow. 

I've been a thousand times before, 
And never was rejected; 

• Sometimes my banker gives me more 
Than asked for or expected. 

And if you have but one small note. 
Fear not to bring it in; 

Come boldly to this bank of grace— 
The banlser is within. 

All forged notes -will be refused, 
Man's merits are rejected; 

There's not a single note -will pass 
That Gfod has not accepted. 

This bank is fuU of precious notes. 
All sign'd and seal'd and free— 

Though many doubting soula may aay, ;-
There ia not one for me. 

The leper had a little note— 
" Lord, if thou wilt thou can I " 

The banker cash'd hia little note. 
And healed the sickly man. 

We read of one young man, 'mdeed, 
"Wlioae riches did abound; 

But in this banker's look of grace, 
This man was never found. 

But see the wretched dying thie^ 
Hang by the banker's side. 

He cried, " dear Lord, remember me 1" 
He got hia cash—and died I " 

CHRISTIAN SIMPLICITY.—When on a 
certain occasion the pious Fenelon, af
ter having experienced much trouble 
and persecution from his opposers, was 
advised by some one to take greater 
precautions against the artifices and 
evil designs of men, he made an answer 
in the t rue spirit of a Chiistian, " Mo-
r iamur in &impliciiate nostra," lei us 
die iti our simplicity. H e that is wholly 
in Christ has a oneness and puri ty of 
purpose, altogether inconsistent with 
those tricks and subterfuges which are 
so common among men. H e walks in 
broad day. H e goes forth in the light 
of conscious honesty. H e is wUling 
that men and ^ g e l s should read the 
very bottom of his heart. H e has 
bu t one rule. His language is, in the 
ordinary affairs of lU'e, as- well as in 
the duties of religion, " M y Father , 
what wilt thou have me to do'? " This 
is Christian simplicity ; • and happy, 
thrice happy is he who possesses it .— 
UPHAM. 

T H E first Adam was for self-advance
ment ; but the second Adam is for self-
abasement : the former wa's for having 
self deified—the latter is for having 
self crucified.—SICKER. 

THERE is a way to keep a man out of 
hell, but there is no way to get a man 
out of heU.—W. SECKER. 
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WHO SHOULD PREACH. 

•When the Israelites were bitten by 
the fiery flying serpents, and the bite 
was inevitably fatal, Moses was direct
ed to set up a brazen serpent, with the 
assurance that whosoever that had been 
bitten, looked upon it, should be healed. 
You can imagine liow the first man 
who had felt its saving efficiicy, flew to 
communicate the news to his brethren, 
and urge them to avail themselves of 
the remedy which had delivered iiim 

the glad tidings to others. Every one 
who was saved became a publisher o f 
the salvation, or in other words, a 
preacher, until in a few minutes the 
news spread throughout the encamp
ment, and in this sense every tribe was 
evangelized. 

Allow me to illustrate the meaning 
of this term, as used by our Lord, by 
an occurrence of which I was an eye
witness. It so chanced, that at the 
close of the last war with Great Britain, 
I was temporarily a resident of the city 
of New York. The prospects of the 
nation were shrouded in .gloom. We 
bad been two .or three years at war 
with the mightiest nation on earth, and 
as she had now conclutJfed a j)eace vrith 
the continent of Europe, we were-ob
liged to cope with her single-handed. 
Our harbors were blockaded. Com
munication coast-wise, between our 
ports, was cut off. Our ships were rot
ting in every creek and cove where they 
could find a place of security. Our 
immense annual products were mould
ing in our ware-houses. The sources 
of profitable labor were dried up. Our 
currency was reduced to irredeemable 
paper. The extreme portions of our 
country were becoming hostile to each 
other, and differences of political opin
ion were embittering the peace of every 
household. The credit of the govern
ment was exhausted. No one could 
predict when the contest would ter
minate, or discover the means by which 
it could much longer be protracted. 

' It happened that on a Saturday after
noon in February, a ship was discov
ered in the offing, which was supposed 
to be a cartel, bringing home our com
missioners at Ghent, from their unsuc
cessful mission. The sun had set 
gloomily, before anŷ  intelligence from 
the vessel had reached the city. Ex
pectation became painfully intense, as 
the hours of darkness drew on. At 
length a boat reached the •wharf, an
nouncing the' fact that a treaty of peace 
had been signed, and was w-aiting for 
nothing but the action of our govern-

from death. Every man who was J-Jnent to become a law. Tbe men on 
healed became immediately a.'herald off whose ears these words first feU, rushed 

in breathless haste into the city, to re
peat them to their friends, shouting, as 
they ran through the streets, peace! 
peace! peace ! Every one who heard 
the sound repeated it. From house to 
house^ from street- to street, the news 
spread with electric rapidity. The 
whole city was in commotion. Men 
bearing lighted torches were flying to 
and fi'o, shouting like madmen, peace ! 
peace ! peace ! When the rapture had 
partially subsided, one idea occupied 
every mind. But few men slept that 
night. In- groups they were gathered 
in the streets and by the fireside, be-
guUing the .hours of midnight by r e 
minding each other that the agony of 
warSvas over, and that a worn out and 
distracted country was about to enter 
again upon its wonted career of pros
perity. Thus, every one becoming a 
lerald, the news soon reached every 
man, woman and chUd in the city, and 
in this sense, the city was evan
gelized. • All this you see was reasona
ble and proper. But when Jehovah 
has offered to our world a treaty of 
peace, when men doomed to hell may 
be raised to seats at the right hand of 
God, why is not a similar zeal displayed 
in proclaiming the good news ? Why 
are men perishing all around us, and 
no one has ever personally offered to 
them salvation through a crucified R e 
deemed ?—:DR. WAYLAND. 

*̂  - ^___, 
To talk of grace is good—to taste of 

grace is better.—A. A. P . 
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HOW FAR IS IT t o CANAAN ? 

"How far is it to Canaan?" said a 
friend, " ^ h y , " replied I, " the child
ren of Israel found it a long way; for 
they traveled forty yeafs in the w îlder-
iiess. The most- important thing is to 
know that we are in the way, for then 
the Srstance will get less and less every 
hour." .,^__j 

" How far is it to Canaan?" askstKe 
doubting Christian; " for I am sadly 
afraid I shall never get there. My sins 
are a heavy burden to me, and I long 
to be rid of them, if indeed there is 
hope for such a one as I." 

Go on, poor doubting Christian; 
take fresh courage, and°^'uicken thy-
step. Canatin is not so far off but thou 
shalt reach it at last; and if thou 
couldst know how willing the Saviour 
of sinners is to receive thee, it would 
shed a sunbeam on thy dejected coun
tenance. 1 have a w-ord ot. comfort foj; 
thee, a cordial for thy heart: 

" I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins."—^Isa. 
.\liii. 25. 

" How far is it to Q'anaan ?" asks the 
triumphant Christian; "for I long to 
be 3fr4jome. I know- that my Redeem
er livetlKand because He lives I shall 
live also. \ My soul has made me like 
' the charitAs of Aminidab,' and I am 
impatient^o behold Him face to face!" 

Go forw-ard, triumphant Christian, 
with the glorious ring pf assurance iip-
oft thy finger. Cast not away thy con
fidence, which hath " great recompense 
of reward." But stay, I have a word 
for thee, which may be useful. Ponder 
it in thy heart: 

" Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall."—1 Cor. x. 12. 

" How far is it to Canaan ?" inquires 
the afflicted Christian; " for I have lain 
a long whUe upon the bed of suffering. 
' Wearisome nights are appointed unto 
tne.' I am fuU of tossing to and fro 
unto the dawning day. ' O that I had 
wings like a dove! for then would I fly 
away, and be at rest. '" 

Be of good cheer, afflicted Christian! 
The heavier tBi cross, the more pleas
ant will be the" crown. If we suffer 
with Christ, we shall be glorified with 
Christ. I have a word to refresh thy 
fainting soul, and will now give it 
thee: 

" The sufferings of this present time -
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory- which shall be revealed in 
us."—Rom. viii. 18. 

" How far is it to Canaan?" asks the 
persecuted Christian; " for I am an out
cast from my family, a stranger upon 
earth; like my Lord, I am ' despised 
and rejected of ihen.' ' Many are they 
that rise up against me,' and ' they Mte 
me with cruel hati'ed.' " ^ 

Hold on thy way, persecuted Chris
tian : it is a safe one, and a blessed one, 
yja, the one thy Redeemer trod before 
thee. Dost thou want a word of con
solation ? I •will give it thee ^-lay it up 
ill thy bosom: 

"Blessed are ye, when men shall 
hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shall re
proach you, and cast out your name as 
evil, for the Son of man's sake. Re
joice ye in that day, and leap for joy : 
for, behold your reward is great in hea
ven."—Luke vi. 22, 23. 

"How far is it to Canaan ?" sighs the 
bereaved Christian; " for I am a lonely 
and desolate pilgrim. All that were 
dear to me upon earth are taken away .̂ 
My- tears have been my meat day and 
night, and my soul yearns for the land 
where ' there shall be no more death,-
neither sorrow nor crying.' " 

Pass on, bereaved Christian; the 
more lonely thy pilgrimage, the more 
pleasant wilj be the company^ of the 
"shining ones" that await thee, and 
the sweeter thy reception at the end of 
thy- journey. The-^ord whom thou 
seekest hath a special care and pity for 
His desolate ones. Take these words 
w-ith thee, and they may refresh thy 
spirit. For even though they be deso
late— 

" The redeenied of the Lord shall 
return, and come with singing unto Zi
on ; and everlasting joy shaU be upon 

t j •-
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their head: they shall obtain gladness 
and j o y ; and sorrow and moiijning 
shall flee away."—Isa. li . J l . 

" H o w far is it to Canaan?" asks t h e 
dying Christian; " for the swellings of 
Jordan, are risen about m y soul. Fear-
fulness and trembling are come upon 
m e , ' and the terrors of death are fallen 
upon me. ' A l a s ! I sink in deep wa
ters : I shall not see the land that flows 
with mUk and honey." 

Look up, poor dying Christ ian; for 
yonder is the bright and morning S t a r ; 
thy night is far spent, and the day is 
at hand. Is thine arm too feeble to 
be pu t forth for the book of God, then 
I mus t even hold it up before thine 
eyes. Look on these words, and let 
neither flood nor flame affright thee ; 
be of good courage, for they are the 
words of H i m who has promised, when 
flesh and heart fail, to be the strength 
of thy heart, and thy portion forever: 

" 'When thou passest through the wa
ters, I will be with thee ; and t h r o u g h 
the rivers, they shall not overflaw thee: 
when thou walkest through the^^re , 
thou shalt not be burned; neither'shall 
the flame kindle upon thee. F o r I am 
the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Is
rael, thy Saviour."—Isa. xliii. 2, 3 . — 
O L D H U M P H R E Y . 

REVIVALS OF RELIGION.-—You w-ell 
kno-sv that all our dependence for the 
conversion of sinners, the increase of 
holiness in God's people, and whatever 
else our ministry was appointed for, is 
on the promise of our blessed Lord 
that H e would send Hi s Ho ly Spirit 
to testify of H i m ; " t o reprove the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment." The fiilfillment o f that 
promise began in the mighty works 
and blessed fruit of the day of. Pente
cost. In the midst of that outpouring 
of the Spirit, Pe te r pronounced it to 
be what the prophet Joel had predicted, 
•viz: " It shall come to pass in the last: 
days, said God, I will pour out m y Spi
r i t on all flesh." So, when in a few 
days after, " the number of the men 
that believed, (besides others) was 
about five thousand," in the single city 

of Jerusalem, it was the further pro
gress of that prophecy. And let us 
mark that in that beginning of that 
fulfilment, all that we read of exhibits 
a rapid, powerful Svork of conversion, 
w-hich arrested multitudes at once, and 
turned them instantly to Christ. The 
awakening was so mighty, that in the 
same day, thousands who, when it 
dawned, were at enmity with Christ, 
before it ended had confessed H i m be
fore men, and were regarded by apos
tles as new creatures in H i m . 

Say not there was miracle in those 
days. The Scriptures never set down 
the conversion of a sinner, the renewal 
of his heart, to miracle. " Begotten 
again by the word of God," as the in
strument, and by the Spirit of God as 
the power, is the invariable testimony 
of Scripture. Miracle called attention 
to the apost les; miracle attested their 
credentials as God's messengers; mir
acle was the seal which certified th(eir 
word to be the word of God. And 
those same miracles are as conclusive 
at this day as ever. And •what the 
Spirit and the Truth, with miracle or 
without it, were then, they • are sti l l ; 
so that if once they turned the hearts 
of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, by thousands, in a day, in a 
single city, why may they not be ex
pected to do the same now, in many 
cities and in all lands, where the gospel 
is preached ? — B I S H . MCILVAINE. 

PREACHER'S DEFECTS.—^The defects 
of a preacher are soon spied. Let a 
preacher be endued with ten virtues, 
and have but one fault, that one fault 
•will eclipse and darken all his virtues 
and gifts, so e\-il is the world in these 
times. D r . Jus tus Jonas hath all the 
good qualities that a man may have, yet 
by reason that he only often hemmeth 
and spitteth, therefore the people caimot 
bear with that good and honest man.-^ 
Luther 's Table Talk. 

O F what advantage i»^it to be cried 
up on earth -by those about us, and 
cried down in heaven by those above 
us ?—SECKER. 
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R E V I V A L S . 
BY THE EDITOR. 

THE REVIVAL m IRELAND. 

•WE have received "occasional reports" 
through our friend, Doctor HEATHER, of Dub
lin, wliich contain highly interesting accounts 
of the revival of religion in Ireland. We can
not, however, give much space in thia number 
to extracts from the " papers" sent ua, and,we 
therefore take the following from the state
ment of Mr. 'WHITE, general missionary, whose 
position and observation enable him to speak 
intelligently about the "meetings" and the 
" revival" connected with them: 

MT DEAR BBOTHEB:—At your request, I 

give you a few extracts from my journal, in 
reference to the great work t>f God which ia at 
present spreading so gloriously over thi§ land. 
And while we rejoice that God has poured out 
Hb Holy Spirit on aU the Churches of Hia 
people—making no difference—we ought to 
thank Him that He haa not overlooked our 
Society, but has abundantly blessed the labors 
of our agents in everyplace. Boasting is ex-
duded forever from us or any people; but 
"praise is comely," and perhaps we have been 
more deficient in thia than in any other duty. 

July 22d, I visited Lurgan, and although 
there was no announcement made for anything 

-• special, the chapet was densely crowded with 
' 'a deeply anxious congregation. The revival 
~ had commenced here: for a long time two 

Christian brethren had been earnestly pleading 
with Grod for the shower to come, and through 
'discouragement and difSculties they prayed 
and labored on. Like' Elijah, they looked to
ward the sea, and while othera saw nothmg 
but apparent drought, they beheld the prom
ise of the coming shower, and it did come. 
While theae brethren were holding a meeting 
one evening in our chapel, the Lord poured 
oat His Spirit, and several sinners .were cut to 
the heart, and cried aloud for mercy. The 
meeting continued till a late hour, when some 
went home rejoicing, and others in distress. 
These brethren retired too, but it was not to 
rest; for the work spread •with amazing power, 
and many in several parts of the town were in 
deep distress in their houses, and sent for theae 
brethren aad othera to pray with the.m. AU 

•the Churchea were ready to fall in -with the 
movement. Meetinga for prayer were ap
pointed in every place of worship; they were 
all crowded every night -with anxious and 
prayerful congregations; and everywhere the 
same feelings were manifested, and the same 
glorious transformations effected. 

This, my first night in Lurgan, was a very 
remarkable one. A multitude of newly con
verted souls were in the chapel, happy in God. 
Joy was depicted in their countenances; and 
their eyes, wet with tears, sparkled with de-
Ught, while they sung of Jesus, or heard of his 
love. Others appeared sad and downcast, 
while they audibly groaned out their distress 
into the ears of our compassionate Redeemer. 
Several, that night, found peace in believing. 

"On tho following Sabbath, the 24th, I 
preached in a field adjoining the town, and 
contiguous to our chapel, in Queen street, in 
the afternoon, at half-past three o'clock, to 
about/our thousand of a congregation. 'While 
the Gospel waa but simply proclaimed to them, 
tliere was deep solemnity, but no extraordi
nary exhibition of feeling. Some silently 
wept; othera were deeply aolemn and thought
ful; aU seemed to feel that (Jod waa there, 
and speaking to them in His •Word. Immedi
ately after the sermon, the chapel was densely 
crowded at a prayer meeting. Several men— 
some of them stout-hearted sinners—fell before 
God to plead for mercy; and many of them 
were enabled to rejoice in a consciousness of 
pardon through Christ Jesxis. This meeting 
lasted tiU near the time of preaching—at seven 
o'clock. .At tbat hour, the house waa again 
densely packed in every part: every foot of 
sitting and standing room was occupied by 
some one anxious to hear the Gospel; and 
many had to go away who could not get into 
the house at all. During the sermon, there 
waa awful attention; every eye fixed; the 
tears falling like rain, and anon the stillness of 
the multitude broken by the sobbing of some 
burdened sinner. After the sermon, we pro
posed to offer prayer for all who were in dis
tress on account of sin, when about sicdy, men 
and women, old and young, fell prostrate before 
God to seek for pardon. The -most of those in 
distress were young men and young women, in 
the prime of life, and among them some aged 
sinners. The meeting was ve.-y orderly, con-

L 
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aidering the multitude in diatreaa. There was 
no screaming, but many loudly and bitterly 
wept before God. Smging and prjiyer were 
alternately engaged in till nearly two o'clock 
in the morning, when, I tbink, not less than 
sixty souls had entered into the liberty of the 
•children of God. 

" The work ia still progressing in Lurgan. 
By a letter received from Brother PATTYSON, 
it appears that since the 3d of July last, when 
the revival commenced, more than a thousand 
aouls have been converted in one chapel alone. 
They have not all connected . themselves with 
us; but our Brother states that during the 
past, three montha four hundred have been 
added to the Society. 

" I arrived in Clowes on Friday, the 9th 
September, and remained there till the-^ollow-
ing Tuesday, attending two meetmga each 
day. The revival had begun and was pro
gressing with great power for some weeka pre
vious to this lime. 

"Brother 'WILSON, the Superintendent of 
the C'u-cuit, on bis return from the Conference, 
was deeply anxious about the work of God, 
and believing that He waa aa willing to bleas 
soula in Clowes as in other places, he com
menced to pray and labor for a revival of His 
work. He appointed as his firat public effort, 
an open air union prayer meeting near the 
town, and invited,the co-operation of Christian 
ministers of other denominations, -with that of 
some of hia own brethren in the ministry. 
About four thousand assembled on the occa
sion ; the people were much impressed under 
the addresses of the speakers T--avSolemn still
ness pervaded the assembly, and Jtnany were 
moved to tears; but nothing of a marked na
ture occurred. 

"The evening I arrived in Clowes, I found 
Brother •WILSON laid up from exhaustion, oc
casioned by hard labor and constant anxiety. 
The chapel waa densely crowded in every part, 
and tbe large porch at the entrance was 
closely seated and crowded also. The meet
ing was commenced with singing and prayer, 
and then I addressed the people for a few 
minutes. 'While I waa speaking, the sobbing 
of those in distress was audible. A great 
many fell before the Lord, crying for mercy. 
Several were stricken, and carried into the 
Society-room: some shrieked out in a most 

awful manner, and othera, in comparative 
a'Jence, sought mercy from the Lord. 

" It would be impossible to say how many 
were saved at thia meeting; every part of the 
house seemed filled with the glory of God. 
The Society-room waa full of ' stricken ones,' 
aU of whom went home happy. In the chapel 
were scores who were not prostrated, bnt who 
were in great distress; many of whom were 
delivered from the burden of theu sins, and 
enabled to rejoice in God their Saviour. The 
meeting separated about one o'clock in the 
morning. The next day I had an opportunity 
of visiting a great many in their houses, who 
were either in great distresa or happy in God. 
I waa greatly atruck with the wonderful change 
that had paased over the people; whole fami
lies of the very worst characters were saved: 
and, instead of drunkenness and swearing, now 
there are songs of praise and thanksgiving as
cending from their dwellings. 
. " The following day—the Sabbath—waa a 
very memorable time. At our morning aer- • 
vice, at ten o'clock, we had a down-pour of. 
Heavenly blesainga. The congregation waa 
very large, almoat entirely composed of those 
who were happy in God. How easy was it to 
preach to them! How good was it to be 
there f At "four o'clock in the afternoon, we 
held an open-air service in the field, where the 
former meeting was held. Between/oar and 
five thousand were there. Brother TViLSOS 
opened the meeting with praise and prayer. 
Mr. JOHKSTOS, Wesleyan minister, read the 
Scriptures and prayed. Then, Mr. 'WILEV, 
from Belfast, a Presbyterian, addressed the 
meeting with great power. After which, I 
preached a short sermon on the sufferings of 
Christ for sinners, and the meetmg was con
cluded with a short prayer meeting. It was a 
very solemn time. Many wept silently, others 
groaned in diatreaa; one was atricken, and all 
aeemed conscious that God. was there. It was ' 
a beautifiil, calm summer evening. It seemed 
aa if God had hushed the winds, and arrested 
the rain, and curtained the sun with clouds, so 
that we worshipped with the greatest comfort. 
It was announced that our chapel, the Presby-
lian Church, and the 'Wesleyan Chapel, were 
to be opened for prayer meltinga, when the 
people retired from the field. As they moved 
down the slope of the beautiful hill leading to 
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the town, a few friends commenced singing— 

-. •** All hall the power o^ Jesua" name I 
Let angela proalraite fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown bim'i 'ofun'V 

'• The multitude joined with great earnest
ness in singing this beajUtiful hymn; and sel
dom did such music floa on the evening air. 

" I have read of the glorious march of armies 
after a victory, as they entered the capitol of 
their country with m.iri ial music, amidst the 
plaudits of the popula ce, and felt the blood 
course more quickly il irough my veins as I 
read of the glorious spectacle; but what is 
such a pageant when joaipared with such a 
a spectacle as this—/oui thousand men and wo
men, from different p irts of the country, of 
different denominations, many of whom had 
nei;er seen each other before, aU singing— 

" Crown Him Lord of all I" 

" I t was, doubtless, knusic that angels bent 
down from theuLSeata pf glory to listen to. 

"The multitude reached our chapel, "White
hall Street, and tfte living stream flowed into 
it till the body of thie house, the galleries, 
aisles, porch, lobby, ai ea, and every available 
spot of standing-room ivas crowded to suffoca
tion. The hving tidi s surged back again on 
the street; it moved toward the "Wesleyan 
Chapel, which was so6n crowded, then to the 
Presbyterian Church, which also was crowded 
to inconvenience, and many could not even ob
tain standing room arywhere.". 

I t is computed that not lesa thaa eighty 
thousand souls have been converted to Chriat 

[far of the revival's con-
aTid Foreign Christian 
n, Feb. 28,1860. 

during the time thus 
tinnance —American 
Union Magazine, Duiti 

two or three villages,' 
borhood of this ^lacej 
have left the Eomai 

DJ FRAMCB. 

-A GREAT revival hajs taken place, recently, 
among the Eoman Ca holies, near Yesoul. In 

situated in the neigh-
nearly a tliousand souls 

CathoUc Church and 
ttimed to evangehcaJ Protestantism. Other 
movements of this kin i are announced in other 
localities.—Letter fron i S. H. Grandpierre, of 
Cen. Prot. Soc. Bvang 'Mzaiion. 

TO OUR FBIEKDS. 

•WE are in immedii.te want of about two 
hundred dollars to me^t Uabilities we have in

curred in trying to promote the work of the 
Lord. We ask our friends—the best in the 
world, for they are the friends of Jesus—to 
help us by getting subscribers for the Earnest 
Christian. "We can still supply back nmnbera. 
Or, we will furnish it for ha l^ the year, com
mencing with the Ju ly number, for fifty cents 
for each subscriber. This is a good tune to get 
us a few hundred new subscribers, either for 
the year or for half a year. We intend, by the 
blessing' of the Lord, to keep up the high 
character pf our .Magazine, and we ask you to 
do good to us aild to the cause of God, and lo 
the souls of men, by assisting in exteAling its 
circulation. Address Eev. B. T. EoBEBTS, 
Buffalo, N. T . 

TIDINGS PROM AN OLD PILGEIM. " > 

T H E following is an extract from a letter 
written by one of our old preachers: 

DEAR BROTHER:—The first number of the 

Earnest Christian fell into my hands accident
ally, and reminded me of the expression of my 
pious father on our first meeting after my con
version, " N o w lettest thou thy servant de
part in peace." On receiving the last three 
numbers, I could but aay as the Dutch brother 
aaid of religion, " I t grows better and better." 
For almost forty years I have tried to main
tain the doctrines and Discipline of the Method
ist Episcopal Church, the moat of that time 
in the Genesee or East Genesee Conference. 
Through the grace of God I have been able to 
walk in the sunshine of the Gospel for the last 
thirty years, by the faith that— 

" In danger knows no fear. 
In darkness feela no doubt," 

though for the last*fifteen years it has been 
against wind and tide. Though I now feel 
that my work ia almost done, yet I am anew 
fired -with the hope that our larael may yet be 
redeemed. To God be aU the glory. 

We aee our beloved brethren falUng martyrs 
for truth, but we regard this aa but sealing the 
truth for which you suffer. May God abund
antly bless you in all your labors of loVe, and 
raise up thousands and millions to the Gospel 
atandard of HoUness, through tbe instrumental
ity employed. 

I f martyrs are needed, you are now ready 
to be offered, and what Uttle I can do to scat
ter broad-cast this light shall be done, though 

W 
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it is against prejudice and superstition that; I 
never thought existed to so great an extent in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

An Old Itinerant, 
Looms BENJAMIN. 

PERSECUTION. 

IT ia atrange that the enemies of Holy Ghost 
religion do not learn from the experience of 
eenturiea that it can never be put down by 
any acts of persecution. Even error will live 
so long aa it ia peraecuteti. Direct asaatilts 
upon the religion of Jesua only tend to make 
it take deeper root in the heart of ita votaries, 
and to commend it to the honest and magnani
mous, whoae nature it ia to espouse the cause 
of the oppressed. 

From the accounts we are receiving from 
different parta of the country of the persecu
tions that are raging againat the frienda of ho-
Imesa, we judge that the number of thoae who 
are " living godly in Christ Jesus," are rapidly 
multiplying. The civil law prohibits the use 
of fire and fagot, of stocks and dungeons, but 
to one who haa contributed hia toila and 
prayera and money, for yeara, for building up 
the Church of hia choice, excommunication 
may be aa aevere a test of conatancy as Buffer
ings in s more severe and dignified form. 
Hundreds of as pious and devoted Christians 
aa can be found, have, in different places, in 
the Grenesee Conference, been read out of their 
Church aaavithdra-wn, without their conaent 
Othera have been expeUed for " contumacy," 
or diaobedience to the order and discipline of 
the Church." This generally consists in at
tending religious meetings where their pastor 
does not like, to have them, though they find 
them greatly blessed to the good of their 
soul& 

The same work, aa will be seen from the 
following letter, is going on in some places in 
the "West 

FBANKLINVIIXE, March 25, 1860. 

REV. B. T. ROBERTS: —Dear BroOier—l 
came here last Thursday, in time to get to a 
Chtu-ch trial on Friday. Five peraona (one 
whole family) were summoned to appear at 
the Church. 

Charge—"ISeglect of duty and diaobedience 
to the Order and Discipline of the Church." 

Mrsi Specification — Neglecting the public 

worship of God at the FranklmviUe Church 
where you belong. 

Second Specification—Neglecting to meet 
your class. 

Two o'clock found them, the accused and 
a few of their friends, at the Church. After 
smgmg,. 

" A charge to keep I have." 

and prayer by the preacher, E. W., the trial 
commenced. The names of the accused were 
called over, and the chargea read. The 
preacher then requested all to leave the house, 
with the exception of the accused, the commit
tee and Secretary. The witnesses might retire 
to the Parsonage,. and would be sent for as 
wanted. Their counael, Eev. J. H. FAIE-
CHILD, could not be permitted to attend, be-
cauae a member of another charge. The ac
cused, not willing to be tried there, the 
preacher adjourned to the Paraonage, and pro
ceeded with the trial. MeanwhUe, we had a 
Love Feast, a time of rejoicing together—dis
turbed now and then by their officer coming 
in and summoning them one by one to appear 
at the Parsonage. About half-past four the 
preadier and committee came in. Our Love 
Feaat went on. Five o'clock came, and we 
were diamiased by Brother PAIBOHILDS. It so 
happened Brother WILLIAM BISHOP had a good 
letter in hia pocket, given by L. WfflPPtE, 
preacher in charge, which he deniea giviog. 
Brother "WILLIAM says, " I suppose you know 
your own hand writing," and takes out the 
letter. I was standing near by, and noticed 
that Brother "WILLIAM did not let go of it. I 
thought to myself he is afraid to trust him, 
and thought I would watch. The preacher 
read the letter and looked up at Brotlier Wii-
LiAM, and says, " Tou don't want this, it's 
mine," and jerked it out of hia hands, and tore 
hia name off, and then gave it up, Brother WIL
LIAM ha-ving got hold of it again. The preacher 
flatly denied jerking'it He aaid, "Brother 
"WILLIAM jerked it out of my handa." "What 
a scene! Some were wringing, their hands 
and calling npon God to have mercy; others 
sank to the floor; while the preacher looked 
on, with a half laugh upon Jiis face, aeembigly 
indifferent to what he had done, and as if en
joying what waa going on arotmd him. Before 
he left the houae, he deniS8 uo leas than tliree 
tunes his tearing the letter, against the united 
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testimony of eight o' nine persons that saw it. 
The accused had been in the habit of holding-
meetings in the school houses around there, 
during the winter, where the people had been 
neglected by the ministry; and, as the reault 
of it, some thirty or forty have been converted 
and sanctified. Littl^ did I ever think it was 
coming to thia. 

ToiuB, in haste, j . G. T. 

DYINO GRACK 

THE reUgion of Jeaua givea bappineaa and con
solation tmder any and every circumstance oflife. 
Christ intended thati hia followers should be 
happy. But its crowning excellence is found 
m its ability to afford joy and peace when all 
things elae fail to comfort. We have seen the 
sinner oa his death bed, wrung -with anguish. 
Too often have we listened to the plaintive 
criea of the formaliat for mercy, when he saw 
the time had come when he must bid farewell 
to this world, and enter upon an eternity for 
which he made no adequate preparation. But 
the earnest Christian, who haa renotmced the 
world and all its pomp and ahow, and trusted 
in Jesus for fuU salvation from siii, we have 
always found ready ^ go with holy triumph 
at the Maater'a bidding. The following ac-
cotmt of the death of two of the membera of 
the Free Methodiat Chtuch In Saint Louia, 
illustrates the valuet of a thorough work of 
grace in the eouL We need every hour of our 
Ufe grace that would take ua to Heaven. 

" Among the first ripe fruit gathered by tbe 
angels, from the First Free Methodist Church 
of Saint Louia, waa our very much esteemed 
Brother TWYPOBD. Never can we forget the 
desperate atruggle of our Brother while aeek-
ing the bleaaing of holiness before our separate 
.organization, and his consistent, faithfiil and 
zealous deportment from that time until called 
aa one of our first /representatives to Heaven. 
"While iu the dischiige of his duties South, and 
among strangers, ja high ladder on which he 
was atanding, gave way. By hia fall, he re
ceived hia death .vvound, breaking one or more 
of hia limba, and/driving the bone of one arm 
into hia- body. / His sufferings were severe, 
and he.<told the people he should die. But, 
said he, tell my brethren of Sixth Street 
Chiarch, in Saint Louis, I am going home. 
Such waa the, testimony, and so great the tri

uinph of our dear Brother, that a deep imprea-
sion was made on- the spectators, and some 
men of the world, who witnessed his sufferings 
and triumphs, said, with emotion, ' I could 
die for him.' Our hearts are made aad by our 
loss, while we doubt not that the hearts-, of 
angels weremade glad. 

J. W. REDPIELD. 

"Last S'abbath our Chtu'ch paid ita last aad 
respecta to the late Miaa MAEY FERGtrsox, 
aged 21. She died on the first of May, of the 
protracted chronic diaeaae, which for two years 
had been waating her body, brightening her 
eye, and flushing her cheek with the fearful 
hectic, which hung out the sign of her coming 
funeral To me, last Sabbath waa a sad, 
solemn, and a rich day. I first saw MABY be
fore our Church was organized. She waa a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
She was bright, beautiful, the beloved of aU. 
She was very gay, and liad been taught by 
ministers to beUeve ttiat there was no harm in 
Uving the life of innocent pleasures and amuse
ments. But God opened MART'S eyes to see 
that her life did not comport with the Bible. In 
the honeaty of her heart, ahe resolved at all 
cost, to be a Bible Cliristian. She put. away 
her worldly conformity, sought and obtained a 
salvation that aaved her from the love of these 
things; and ever after, her testimony was de
cided and clear for a salvation from all sin. 
Members of the Church, and even ministers, 
tried to persuade her to beUeve there was no 
harm in this worldly conformity. But MARY 
bad chosen that good part, and ahe met and 
repeUed aU persuasion fronTboth membera and 
preachers, to return to'aT proud and fashionable 
life. On parting -with her, last spring, and 
when, to all appearances she could remain on 
earth but a short time, I asked her, ' Do you 
now feel any misgivings for your thoroughneas 
in laying aside all worldly conformity ? ' ' 0 , 
no,' aaid the dear one. ' 0, hSW thankful I 
am that you dealt so faithfuUy with me. I ex
pect to see you no more on earth, but I wiU 
come to meet you when you too ahaU foUow 
me to the Spirit land. 0, I ahall be a atar in 
your crown of rejoicing when we all meet in 
Heaven.' 

Thia testimony and these aasurances I then 
felt more than compensated me for aU my toil 
and suffering through which I passed, and the 
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vituperation heaped upon me by profesaed niiii-
iatera of the Gospel But, thank God, MAEY 
ia out of the reach of their influence, and the 
hope of meeting her a redeemed apirit in the 
land of the bleaaed, inspires me with consolation. 
Last Sabbath a large autUence evidenced by 
their attendance at MARY'S funeral how greatly 
she was beloved, and how extensively ahe waa 
reapected. At the grave many of the mem
bera of Sixth Street, who aeemed more to 
triumph than to mourn, .sung a parting fare-
weU— 

" We'll be there, we'll be there, 
Palms of vlcto^, crowns of glory 

-We shall wear, -* \ 
In that beautiful world on high " 

On our way back to the city, it did aeem 
that M A E Y was with ua in the carriage, and 
we continued to sing for some time the same 
notea of triumph, while those in aympathy 
•with MAEY'S religion and Saviour, shouted 
aloud the praise of Jesua' love. \ 

J . W. EEDFIELD. 

DOES CHRIST DWELL HERE? 

T H E foUowing, from the Sunday School Ban
ner, aho-wB how the Spuit of God can and does 
operate to open the eyes of the blind, and bring 
them to feel the necessity of salvation: 

Many years ago, a lady was seated, reading, 
in the veranda of her Burmese house, when 
suddenly ahe waa startled by aeeing a little, 
-wild-looking boy atanding before her, and aak-
ing, -with great eagemeasf " Doea Jeaus Chriat 
Uve here 7 " He appeared about twelve years 
old. Hia coarse, black hair, matted with dirt, 
bristled up in every direction, Uke the quills of 
a porcupine; and the only covering about his 
person was a ragged cloth of cotton. ' ' Does 
Jestis Christ live here ? " he again asked, as 
he crouched at the lady's feet. " 'What do 
you want of Jesus Christ?" inquired the lady. 
" I -want to see h im: I want to confesaXto 
him." ""Why, what have you been dotiig, 
that you want to confeas to him ? " " Doing! " 
repeated the boy: " wbat have I been doing'? 
"Why, I teU Ues, I steal, I do everything th'at 
ia bad. I am afraid of going to hell, and I 

want to see Jesus Christ, for I heard say, he 
can save us from heU. Does he live here ? Oh, 
teU me where can I find Jesus Christ." " But, 
my poor boy," said the lady, " J e s u s Chriat 
doea not save people from heU if they con
tinue to do wickedly." " But I want to atop," 
answered the boy. " I want to atop doing 
wickedly; but I can't atop. I don't know how 
10 atop. The evil thoughts are in me, and the 
bad deeds come out of evil thoughts. "What 
can I d o ? " "Nothing," said the lady, " b u t 

I come to Christ, Uke the rest of ua; but you 
! caiinot see Jesus Christ now." Here she was 
I interrupted by a sharp cry. of distress from th<? 
[ poor boy. "But ," she continued, " I am his 
! humble foUower iand servant, and I can teacli 

aU those who wish to escape from hell how to 
I do so." Tbe joyful look of the wild Karen boy 
I was beyond aU description, as he exclaimed 
j "TeU me! oh, teU me! Only ask your mas

ter, the Lord Jesus Christ, to save me, and I 
WiU be your servant, yovu' slave, for life. Do 
not be angry. Do not send me away. I want 
to be saved—saved from heU!" 

The lady, you may believe, was not angry, 
and the next day she took him to the little 
bamboo school-hotise; and never was there a 
scholar, in any school or country, more anx
ious to leam " t h e truth as it is in Jesus ." 
After some time, he was baptized; and then 
he went on daily improving in the iinowledge 
of those things which belong to our salvation. 
Years passed away, and the gentle lady had 
gone to that happy home where sin and 
sorrow are known no more. The wUd Karen 
boy had also changed from boyhoo.d.to youth, 
from youth to strong manhood, and then the 
hand of death was laid upon him. But while 
the strong man lay bowed down with aick-
ness—whUe he tossed wildly to and fro upon 
hia fewred couch—even then his heart was 
fiUed with precious memories of Jesua, and his 
Upa ottered fragments of h.ymna and texts 
which be had learned in days of health. 

" A t last the parting hour arrived, when, 
without a sigh or struggle, his happy spirit 
passed away, to be forever with that Saviour 
whom he had sought with such eagerness." 

m 


