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CHAPTERO. 
• : ^ SECTION L 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. Of Faith in ilie Holy Trinity. 

THERE is but one living and true God, ever
lasting, without body or pai"ts, of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserver 
of all thilgs, visible and invisible. And in 
unity of this Godhead, there are three persons, 
.of one sublfcance, power, and eternity;—the Fa
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." 

II. Of the Word̂  or JSon of God, who was made 
, very Mem. ^ 

0 • • . . . . 

The Son, who is the\Word of the Father, the 
very.ahd eternal God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man's natiire in the womb 
of the blessed virgin; so.that two whole aiid 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and 
manhood, were joined together intone person, 
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THE DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE 
OF THE 

-FREE METHODIST CHURCH 

CHAPTER I. 
SECTION L 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

J\ 

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. ^ 

THERE is but one living and true God, ever
lasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness; the maker and preserver 
of all things, visible and' invisible. And in 
unity of this Godhead, there are three persons, 
of one substance, power, and eternity;—the Fa
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.. ^_ .̂/̂  

11. Of the Word, or Son of God^who was made 
^ ' ' very Man. 

The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the 
very and eternal God, of one substance with 
the Father, took man's nature in the womb 
of the blessed virgin; so that two whole and 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and 
manhood, were joined together in one peraoo, 
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never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very 
God and very man, who truly suffered, was cru
cified, ^ead and buried, to reconcile his Father 
to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original 
guilt, but also for actual sins of men. 

III. Of tlie Resurrection of Christ. 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and 
took again his body, with all things appertain
ing to the perfection of man's nature, where
with he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth 
until he return to judge all men at the last day. 

IV. Of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
and tM^ Son, is of one substance, maje.̂ ty and 

-^lory, with the Father and the Son, very and 
eternal God. 

V. The Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for 
Salvation. , , 

, j • * . • 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things neces
sary to salvation.: so that whatsoever^ is not 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man, that it should be be
lieved as an article of faith, or be thought re
quisite or necessary to salvation. In the name 
of the Holy Scripture, we do understand those 
canonical books, of the. Old and New Testament, 
of whose authority was never any doubt in the 
Church. 

m} 
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fThe Names of the Canonical Books. 

Genesis, 
Exodus, ; " • 

—Levitious, 
Numbers, ^ . 
Deuterono|(fy', 
Joshua,. 
Judges, 
Ruth,,, 
The First Book of Samuel, 
The Second Book of Samuel, 
The First Book of Kings, 
The Second Book of Kings, 
The First Book of Clironicles, 
The Second Book of Chronicles, 
The Book of Bzra, 
The Book of lijehemiah, 

V TheJ3ook of Esther, • 
^ h ^ o o k o f Job, 
The Psalms, 
The Proverbs, • 
Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, 
.Four Prophets the greater, ŷ  
Twelve Prophets the less: 

All the books of the New Testament, as they 
are commonly received, we do receive and ac
count "canonical. 

m 
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VI. . Of the Old Testament. 

The Old Testament, is not contrary to the 
New; for both in the Old and New Testaments 
everlasting * life is offered to mankind by Christ, 
who is the only Mediatbr between God and 
man. Wherefore they are not to be heard who 
feign that the old fathers did look" only for tran
sitory promises. Although the law given from 
God by Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, 
doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil 
precepts thereof of necessity to be received in any 
commonwealth; yet, notwithstanding, no Chris
tian" whatsoever is free from the obedience of the 
commandments which are called moral. 

VI I. ' Of Original or Birth Sin. 

Originalsin standeth not in the following of 
Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) but it 
is the corruption of the nature of every man 
that naturally is engendered of the offspring of 
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from orig
inal righteousness, and of his own nature in
clined to evil|̂  and that- continually. 

_.. " VIIL Of Free Will. ' - , 

The condition of man "after the fall of Adam 
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, 
by his own natural strqugtli atid works, to faith 
and calling upon God; wherefore we have no 
power to do good works, pleasant and accepta
ble to God, without the grace of God by Christ 

ii 
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preventing us, that we may have a goodwill 
and workjpg with us, when we have that good 
will. 

IX. Of the JusVtfic.ation of Man. 

^ Wo are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit 'of o x r u ^ ^ f ^ S i . Saviour Je'sus 
Christ by faith, and not for our own works or, 
deservings: ' Wherefore, that wo are justified 
by faî h only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort. 

X." Of Good Worlcs. 

AM\\(̂ \xg}i good works, which are the fruits 
of faith, and follow, after justification, canpot 
put away our sins, and endure the severity of 
God's judgments ; yet they are pleasing, and ac
ceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of a 
true and lively faith, insomuch tMt by them a 
lively faith may be as evidently known as a 
tr^e ia discerned by its fruits. , 

XI. Of Worhs of Suj)ererogaiion. 

Voluntary works,—besides, over and above 
God's commandments—which are called works 
of supererogation, cannot be taught without ar-
rogancy and impiety. For by them men do de
clare that they do hot only render unto God as 

^uch as they are bound to do, but that they do 
)re for his sake than of bounden duty is re-

quXred: whereas Christ saith plainly, When ye 
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have done all that is commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants. , 

: - XII. Of Sin after Justification. 

Not*every sin willingly committed after justifi
cation is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and un
pardonable. Wherefore, the grant of repentance 
is not to be denied to such as fall into sin, af
ter justification; after we have. received -the 
Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, 
and fall into sin, and by the grace of God, rise 
again and amend our lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned who say they can no 
more sin as long as they live here: or deny 
the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent. 

XIII. Entire Sanciijication. 

Merely justified persons, while they do not 
outwardly commit sin, are nevertheless conscious 
of sin still remaining in the heart. They feel a 
natural tendency to evil, a proneness to depart 
from God, and cleave .to the things of earth. 
Those that are saijctified wholly are saved'from aU 
inward sin—from evil thoughts, and evil tem
pers. No wrong temper, none contrary to love 
remains in the soul. All the thoughts, words 
and actions are governed by pure love. 

Entire sanctification takes place subsequently 
to justification, and is the work of God wrought 
instantaneously upon the Consecrated, believing 
soul. After a soul is cleansed from all sin, it is 
then fully prepared to grow in grace. 

I 
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XIV. Future Reward and Punishment. 

God has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in ^hteousness by Jesus 
Christ according to the uospel. The righteous 
shall have in hejiven an inheritance incorrupt
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away^J 'he 
wicked shall go away into everlasting punish
ment, where their worm dieth not and their fire 
is not quenched. * 

XV. Of speaJeing in the-Congregation in such ^ 
Tongue as the People understand. 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word of 
God, and the custom of the primitive Church, to. 
have public prayer in the Church, or to minister 
the sacraments, in a tongue not understood by 
the people. 

XVI. Of the Church. 
te • " 

The visible Gliurch of Christ is a congegation 
of faithful men, in which the pure word of God 
is preached, and the sacraments duly adminis
tered, according to Christ's' ordinance, in all 
those things that of necessity are requisite to 
the same. 

XVII. Of the Sacraments. , , 

Sacraments ordained of Christ, are not oply 
badges or tokens of Christian men's profession; 
.but rather they are certain signs of grace, and 
God's good-wilk toward us, by the which ho 
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have done all that is commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants. 

XII. Of Sin after Justification. 

Not every"sin willingly committed after justifi
cation is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and un
pardonable. Wherefore, the grant of repentance 
is not to be denied to such as fall into sin, af
ter justification; after we have received the 
Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, 
and fall into sin, and by the grace of God, rise 
again .and amend our lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned who say they can no 
more sin as long as they live here: or deny 
the place of forgiveness to such as truly^repent. 

, XIII. Entire Sanctification. 

Merely justified persons, while they do not 
outwardly commit sin, are nevertheless conscious 
of sin still remaining in the heart. They feel a 
natural tendency to evil, a proneness tonlepart 
from God, and cleave to the things of earth. 
Those that are sanctified wholly are saved from all 
inward sin-^from evil thoughts, and evil tem
pers. No wrong temper, none contrary to love 
remains in the soul. All the thoughts, words 
and actions are governed by pure love. 

Entire sanctification takes place subsequently . 
to justification, and is the work of God wrought 
instantaneously upon the consecrated, believing 
soul. After a soul is cleansed from all sin, it is 
then fully prepared to grow in grace. 
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XIV. Future Reward and Punishment. 

God has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ according to the Gospel. The righteous 
shall have in heaven an inheritance incorrupt
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The 
wicked shall go away into everlasting punish
ment, where their worm dieth not and their fire 
ia not quenched. T * 

XV. Of speaking in mê -Cm^gregaiion in such a 
Tongue as the People understand. 

It \& a thing plainly repugnant to the word of 
God, and the custom of the^primitive Church, to 
have public prayer in the Church, or to minister 
the sacraments, in a tongue not understood by 
the people. 

XVI. Of the Church. 

The visible Church of Christ is a congegation 
of faithful men, in which the pure word of God 
is preached, and the sacraments duly adminis
tered, according to Christ's ordinance, in all 
those things that of necessity are requisite to 
the same. 

XVII. Of the Sacraments. 

Sacraments ordained of Christ, are not olff^lPr 
badges or tokens of Christian men's profession; 
but rather they are certain signs of grace, and 
God's good-will towarid us, by the which he 
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doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our 
faith in him. ' 

XVIIL Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not; only a sign of profession, and 
mark of difierence, whereby Christians are dis
tinguished from others that are not baptised; 
but it is also a sign of regeneration, or the new 
'birth. The baptism of young children is to be 
retained in the Church. \ 

XIX. Of the Lord's Supper. ^ — . 

The supper of the Lord is not merely a sigr) of 
the love that Christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but rather is ar sacra-
iiient of our redemption by Christ's death ; inso
much that, to such as rightly, worthily, and with 
faith receive the same, the bread which we 
break is a partaking of the body of Christ; arid 
likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of 

e blood of Christ. 
Transubstantiation, or the change of the sub

stance of bread and wine in the supper of our'̂  
Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but it is 
repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over- ; 
throweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath 
given occasion to many superstitions'. 

The body of Christ, is given, taken, and eaten 
in the supper, only after a heavenly and spirit
ual man^r. And the means whereby the body 

* .̂ 
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of Christ is received and eaten in the supper, is 
faiths . 

The sacrament of the Lord's supper was not 
by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshipped. 

k x . Of the one Ohidiidn of Christ, finished upon 
, , the Cross. 

The offering of Christ, once made,' is that per- • 
feet redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for 
all the sins of the whole world, both original' 
and actual: and there is none other satfsfaction 
for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice 
of masses in the which it is said that the priest 
doth off'er Christ for the quick and the dead, to 
have remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous 
fable and dangferous deceit. 

XXI. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Cliurches. 

It is pot necessary that rites and ceremonies 
should in all places be the same, or exactly 
alike; for they have been always different, and 
may be changed according to the diversity of 
countries, times>. and men's manners, so that 
nothing be ordained agamst God's word. Who-
soever,/through his private judgment, willingly 
and purposely doth openly break the rights and 
ceremonies of the Church to which he belongs, 
which are not repugnant to the word of God, 
and are ordained and approved by cCJthmon ah-
thority, otlght to be rebuked openly, that others . 
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doth W9rk invisibly in "us, and doth not oply 
quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our 
faith in him. ^ 

XVIIL Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and 
mark of difference, whereby Christians are dis
tinguished frohi others that are not baptised; 
but it is also a sign of regeneration, or the new 
bir'th. The baptism, of young children is to be 
retained in the Church. 

XIX. Of the Lord's Supper. ^ \ 

The supper of the Lord is not merely a sign of 
the love that Christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but rather is a sacra
ment of our redemption by Christ's death ; inso
much that, to such as rightly, worthily, aqd with 
faith receive the same, th^ bread which we 
break is a partaking of the body of Christ; and 
likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of 
the blood of Christ. 

Transubstanti^tiorfpDrthB change of the sub
stance ofbreM'^and wine in the supper of our 
Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but it is 
repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over-
throweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath 
given occasion to many siiperstitions. 

The'body of Christ, is given, taken, and'eaten 
in the supper, only after a heavenly and spirit
ual manner. Arid the means whereby the body 
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of Christis receii^ed and eaten in the supper, is 
faifefe-^' . , * 

The sacrament of the Lord's supper was not 
by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshipped. 

,XX. Of the one Oblation of Christ, finished Upon 
the Cross. ̂  

The offering of^lirist, once made,' is that per
fect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for 
all the sins of the whole world, bqj;h original 
and actual: and there is none other satisfaction 
for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice 
of masses in the which it is said that the priest 
doth off'er Christ for the quick and the dead, to 
have remission of pain or guilt, is^a Ijli^phemous 
fable and dangerous deceit. 

XXI. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Cliurches. 

It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies-
should in all places be the same, or exactly 
alike; for they have been always different, and 
may be changed according to the diversity of 
countries, times, and -men's manners, so that 
nothing be ordained against God's word. AVho-
soever, through his private judgment, willingly 
and purposely doth openly break the rights and 
ceremonies of the Church to which he belongs, 
which are not repugnant to the^vord of God, ̂  
and are ordained and approved by common au-, 
thority, ought to be rebuked openly, that others 

-iSb 
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may fear to do, the like, as one that ofifendeth " 
against the common order of the Church, and 
woundeth the'consciences of weak brethren. 
^ v e r y particular Church may ordain, change, 

or abolish-, rites and cerem.onies, so that all 
things may be done to edification. 

XXII. Of Christian 3fen''s Goods. . 

The riches and goods of Christians are not 
common, as touching the right, title, a-nd posses-

^ sion of the same, as some do falsely boast. 
Notwithstanding, every man Ought, of such 
things as lie possesseth, liberally to give alms to 
the poor, according4o his ability. k 

XXIII. Of a Christian Man ŝ Oath. 

As we confess that vain and rash swearing ia 
forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and James his apostle; so we judge that 

. the Christian religion doth not prohibit, but that 
a pfian may swear when the magistrate requir-
eth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done 
according to thei prophet's teaching, in justice, 
judgment and truth. . 

'fe 
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SECTION IL 

GENERAL RULES. 

The Nature, Design, and General Rules of our 
United Societies. 

s • . • " • ' • ' • 

(1) In the latter end- of the year 1739,. eight or 
ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in London, who 
appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, and 
earnestly groaning for redemption. - They de
sired (as did two or three more the next day) 
that he would spend some time with them in 
prayer, and advise them how to flee from the 
wrath to come;, which they saw continually 
hanging over their heads. That he might have 
more time for this great work, he appointed a 
day when they might all come together, which 
from thenceforward they did every week, name
ly, on Thursday^ in the evening. I'or these, and 
as many more as desired to join with them, (for 
their num.ber increased daily,) he gave those ad
vices from time to time which he judged most 
needful for them; and they always concluded 

°^heir meeting with prayer suited to their seve
ral necessities. ' 

{1) This was the rise of the UNITED SOCIETY,' 

first in Europe^ and then in America. Such a 
society is no other than "a company of men hav
ing the form and seeking the power oi godlinesŝ  
united in order to pray together, ta receive the 
word of exhortation, and to watch over one anoilier _ 

s 
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inlovCy that they may. help each other to work out 
their salvation.''̂  

(3) That it may the more^ easily be discerned 
whether they are indeed working out their own 
salvation, each society is divided into smaller 
companies, called classes, according to their re
spective places of abode. There are about 
twelve persons in a class.; one of whon/is styled 
the leader. It is his duty, 

1. To see each person in his class c^ce a week 
at least;' in order, 

L To inquire how.their souls prosper. 
2. To advise, reprove, comfort or exhort, as 

occasion may require. 
3. To receive what they are willing to give 

toward the relief of the preacher, church and 
poor.* 

IL To meet the rninister and the stewards of 
the society once a week; in order, 

1. To inform the minister of any that are 
sick, or of any that walk disorderly, and will not 
be reproved. 

2.. To pay the stewards what they have 
have received of their several classes in the 
week preceding. ' j» 

(4) There is only one condition previously re
quired of. those who desire admission into these 
societies, •" a desire to'flee from the wrath to 

r . i ! • 
•This part refers to towns and cities; where the 

poor are generally numerous, and church expenses con
siderable. 
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come, and to be saved from their sins." But 
wherever this is really fixed in the soul, it will 
be shown by its fruits. It is therefore "expected 
of all who continue therein, that they should 
continue to evidence their desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of 
every kind, especially that which is most gener
ally practiced; such as, ^ 

The taking of the name of God iri vain. 
- The profaning the day of the Lord,, either by 
doing ordinary work therein, or by buying or 
sellirig. ; • . • • 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous, 
liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of ex
treme necessity. 

The buying, selling, or holding of a human be
ing as a slave. 

Fighting, quarrelliiig, brawling, brother going 
to to with brother; returning evil for evil; or 
railing for railing; the using many words in buy
ing or sellipg. - " 

The buying or selling goods that have not paid 
the duty. 

The giving or taking things on usury, i. e. un
lawful interest. 
' Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation ; par
ticularly speaking evil of magistrates or minis
ters. • ', „ " . - . ' 

Doing to others as we would' not they should 
do unto us. • . 

Doing what'we know is not for the glory of 
Go<i; a s » 

^jii/ii^jiiiiUiJliilmim 
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. The putting on of gold or costly apparel. 
The taking such diversions as cannot be used 

in the name of the Lord Jesus. . 
The singing those songs, or reading those 600/1:5, 

which do not tend, to the knowledge or. love of 
God. ' . , 

Softness and needless self-indulgence. 
Laying up treasure upon earth. 
Borrowing without a probability of paying; 

or taking up goods without a probability of pay
ing for them. ' 

(5) It is expected of all who continue in 
these societies, that they shouldjepfttinue to evi
dence their desire of salvatior 

Secondly, By doing goodp3y being in every 
kind merciful after their power, as they have 
opportunity, dokig good of every possible sort, 
and as far as possible, to all men. 

To their bdaies, of the ability which God giy- . 
eth, by giwig food fo the" hungry, by clothing 
the na^ic^, by visiting or helping them that are 
sick qv in prison.. ^ ' 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or 
exhorting all we. have any intercourse with; 
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine, 
that " we are. not to do good unless our hearts be 
free to if'' ^ ' > . ' 

By doing good, especially to them that are of 
the household of faith, or groaning so to be; em-

, ploying them preferably to others, b^iying one 
of another, helping each otherin business; and^ 
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so much the more because the world will love 
its own, and them ow/?/. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, that tire 
gospel be laot blamed, . 

By running with patience the race which is 
set before them, denying themselves and taking 
up their cross daily; submitting to bear the re
proach of Christ, to be as the filth and ofifscour-
ing of the world; and looking that men should 
say all manner of evil of them falsely for the 
Lord''s sake. 

(6) I t is expected of all who desire to con
tinue in these societies, that thev should con-
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation. 

Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordinances 
of God: such are, 

The public worship of God: 
The ministry of the word, either read or ex

pounded :' . ' 
The supper of the Lord: ' . 
Family and private prayer : 
Searching the Scnptures, and 
Fasting or Abstinence. 

. (*î ) These are the general rules of our socie
ties : all of which we are taught of God to ob
serve, even in his writtjfen word, which is the 
only rule, and the sufficient rule both of our. 
faith and practice. And all these we know his 
Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If 
there be any among us who observe them not, 
WBP habitually break any of them, let it be 
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known unto them who watch over that soul, as 
they who must give an account. We will ad
monish him of the error of his ways. We will 
bear with him for a season. But if then he re
pent not, he hath no more place among \is. We 
have delivered oUr own souls. 

' , SECTIOlsr III. 

Of Receiving Members into the Church. 

1. Let none be admitted oh probation, until 
they give satisfactory evidence of Scriptural 
conversion, and are recommended by some 
member of our Church. 
\ 2. Let none be .received into full connection, 
unless they give evidence of a renewed heart, 
and until they are recommended by their leader, 
and have met in class six months on probation, 
have been baptized, and can giye satisfactory 
answers to the following questions which shall 
be proposed to them before the pMetyi: , . 

1. Have you the witness of TH^ SPIRIT that 
you are a child of God ? 

2. Have you that perfect^ love wh^cb casteth 
out fear ? If not will you diligently seek until 
yoti obtain it ? 

3. Is it your purpose to devote yoi»self the 
remainder of your l i | | wholly to the service of 
God, doing good to &our fellow then and work
ing out your own /alvation with fear and trem-
hUng? ^ 

} 

^ v P ' l 
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4. Will you forever lay aside all superfluous 
ornaments, and adorn yourself in modest ap
parel, with • shame-facedness and sobriety, not 
with broidered hair, or gold or pearls, or costly 
array, but which becometh those professing god
liness with good works ? 

5.' Willyou abstain from connection with all 
secret societies, keeping yourself free to follow 
the will of the Lord in all things ? 

6. Do you subscribe to our articles of religion, 
our general rules, and our Discipline, and are 
you wilHng to be governed by the same ? 

7. Have you Christian fellowship and love for 
the members of this society, and will you assist 

^ thend as God shall give you ability in carrying 
on the work of.the Lord? 

The person giving affirmative answers to the 
above questions shall, with the consent of three-
fourths of all the numbers present at' a society 
meeting, be admitted to all the privileges of a 
member. 

CIIitlF^ER II. 
OF THE CONVENTIONS. 

: '• S E C T I O N L 

Of our Deportment at the Conventions. 

It is desired that all things be considered on 
ôn these occasions as in the immediate presence 

" ^ • • 2 ' . . . 
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of God; that every person speak freely; what
ever is in his heart. 

Quest. How may we best improve our time 
at the Conventions ? 

Ansiu. 1. While we are conversing, let us 
have an especial care to set God always before 
us. * .- , 

2. In the intermediate hours, let us redeem 
all the time we can for private exercises. 

3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for 
one another, and for a blessing on our labor. 

SECTION IL 

Of the General Convention. 

1. The General Convention shall be composed 
of an equal number of clerical and lay delegates 
belonging to the Free Methodist Church, to be 
appointed by the Annual Conventions,. at their 
respective sessions next preceding the session of 
the General Convention. Each Annual Conven
tion shall be entitled to one lay and one minis
terial delegate; and an additiojaal one of each 
kind for every/;en preachers belonging to it in 
full connection. The traveling preachers in full 
connection, ip each of the Annual Conventions, 
and the lay members of the same, shall elect 
from their own Puraber- the delegates to which 
they are re"spectively entitled. 

2. The General Convention shall meet on the 
second Wednesday of October̂ , 1862, at _St. 

Mil i i i i i i i i 
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Charles, Ills., and once in four years thereafter, 
at such place as it may designate. 

3. At all times when the General Corivention 
shall be in session, it shah lake- two-thirds of all 
the delegates who shall attend and be enrolled, 
to constitute a quorum for transacting business. 

4. Each Geperal Convention shall elect one or 
more Superintendents, and a Secretary, by ballot. 

5. The members of the General Convention 
shall deliberate and vote as one body; neverthe
less, upon a call of one-fourth of the members, 
the house shall divide, and it shall require a ma
jority of the ministerial, and a majority of the 
lay delegates present, to pass any vote or trans
act any business. N 

6. The General Convention shall have full 
powers to make rules and regulations for our 
Church, under the following hmitations and re
strictions : 
» 1. The General Convention shall not revpke, 
alter, or change our articles of religion, nor the 
general rules of the United Societies, nor estab-
Tish any new standards or rules of doctrine, con
trary to our present existing and established 
standards of doctrine. 

2. They shall not change or alter any part or 
rule of our government, so as to do away with 
lay delegation or an itinerant ministry, or the 
Free Seat system in all our Churches. 

3. They shall not have power to deprive our 
preachers or members of the right of trial by an 

y 
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of God; that eyery person speak freely what
ever is in his heart. 

Quest. How may we best improve our time 
at the Conventions ? 

Anstu. L While we are conversing, let us 
have an especial care to setKjod always before 
us. ^ 

2. In the intermediate hours, let us redeem 
all the time we can for private exercises. , 

3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for 
one another, and for a blessing on our labor. 

SECTION II. 

Of the General Convention. 

1. The General Convention shall be composed 
of an equal .number of clerical and lay delegates 
belonging to the Free Methodist Church, to be 
appointed by the Annual Conventions, at their 
respective sessions next preceding the session of 
the General Convention. Each Annual Qonven-
tion shall be entitled to one lay and one minis
terial delegate; and an additiojpal one"of each 
kind for every ten preachers belonging to it in 
full connection. The traveling preachers in full 
connectionfha each of the Annual Conventions, 
and the,/lay members of the same, shall elect 
from th(|ir own 'puraber the delegates to which 
they aie respectively entitled. 

2. The General Convention shall meet on the 
second Wednesday of October, 1862, at St. 

MMII 
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Charles, Ills., and once in four years thereafter, 
at such place as it may designate. 

3. At all times when the General Convention 
shall be in session, it shall take two-thirds of all 
the" delegates who shall attend and be enrolled, 
to constitute a quorum for transacting business. 

4. Each General-Convention shall elect one or 
more Superintendents, and a Secretary, by ballot. 
' 5. The members of the General Convention 

shall deliberate and vote as one body; neverthe
less, upon a call of one-fourth of the members, 
the house shall divide, and it shall require a ma
jority of the ministerial, and a majority of the 
lay delegates present, to pass any vote or trans
act any business. 

6. The General Convention shall have full 
powers to make rules and regulations for our 
Church, under the following liriiitations and re
strictions: 

1. The General Convention shall not revoke, 
alter, or change our articles of religion, nor the 
general rules of the United Societies, nor estab
lish any new standards or rules of doctrine, con
trary to our present existing and established 
standards of doctrine. 

2. They shall not change or alter any part or 
rule of our government, so as to do away with 
lay delegation or an itinerant "ministry, or the 
Free Seat system in all our Churches, 
V 3. They shall not have power to deprive our 
preachers or members of the right of trial by an 



i i 

i 
, !t-. 

V . 

3G ANNUAL CONVENTIONS. Ch. ii, 

impartial Committee, and of an appeal! Provi
ded, nevertheless, that,upon the concurrent re-' 
comfnendation of three-fourths of all the mem
bers of the several Annual Convention^' who 
shall be present and vote on-such recommenda--
tioii, then a majority of two-thirds of the Gene
ral Conventiori succeeding shall suffice to alter 
any of the above restrictions except the last; 
and also, whenever such alteration, or alterations, 
shall have been first recommended by two-thirds 
of the General Convention so soon as three-
fourths of the members of all the Annual. Con
ventions shall have concurred as aforesaid, such 
alteration or alterations shall take effect. 

SECTION III. 

Of the Annual Conventions. . , "" , 

1. The Annual.Conventions shall be composed 
of all the traveling and superannuated preachers 
in fiill connection, who have been duly received 
within its bounds, and of an equal number of 
lay delegates, elected as follows: Each circuit 
or station shall have an Annual Meeting within 
three months preceding the session of the An
nual Convention, at which themenabers of the 
Church in full connection belonging to that cir
cuit or station, twenty years old and upwards, 
shall elect by ballot, one at least of their num
ber to represent them in the Annual Conv^tion. 
The members of each circuit shall be entitled to 



Sec, 3. ANNUAL CONVEN'TIONS. 37 

one delegate for every traveling preacher on 
their circuit belonging to the Annual Conven
tion. 

2. Each Annual Convention shall appoint the 
place, and with the concurrence of the President 
the time of its own sessions. 

3. They shall elect a Secretary who shall re
cord in a suitable book the proceedings of'the 
Annual Convention, which record shall be sent 
to the General Convention for their examination. 

4. The minister? and laymen composing the 
Annual Convention shah deliberate and vote as . 
one body; but at the call of one-fourth of all 
the members present, the ̂ house shall divide, 
and the ministers and laymen vote separately; 
and it shall require a majority of both branches 
to constitute a vote of the Convention. 

5. The territory embraced by each Annual 
Convention shall be divided into districts, and over 
each of these one of the traveling elders shall 
be appointed by the Annual Convention as Chair
man. 

.6. The President of the Annual Convention, 
with the Chairmen of the several districts, and 
an equal number of laymen to be elected by 
ballot the first day of the session, shall consti
tute a stationing cOmmittee, (of which the Presi
dent of the Convention shall be Chairman, hav
ing a casting vote,) whos'e duty it shall be to ap
point the preachers to their several fields of la
bor ; provided that no preacher shall be ap-



•,., i 

* ';iim 

• J . I ' ' 

Ni; 

38 ANNUAL CONVENTIONS. Oh. ii, 

1. 
2. 

4. 
5. 

pointed to the same circuit or .station more than 
two years in succession, «©or more than two 
years out of six. 

7. Bach Annual Convention shall inquire— 
W hat preachers are admitted on ti-ial ? 
Who remain on trial? 
Who are admitted into fuU connexion ? 
Who are the Deacons? 
Who'have been elected.and ordained El

ders this year ? 
6. Who have located this year ? 
7. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 

preachers? 
8. Who have been expelled from the connex

ion this vear? 
9. Who have withdrawn frQm the connexion 

this year? 
IG. Are all the preachers blameless in life 

and conversation? 
11. Who have died this year ? 
12. What is the number of Church members ? 
Amount collected for superannuated preach

ers? • 
Amount collected for the Missionary Society? 
Amount collected for the American Bible So

ciety? " , 
Number of Sunday Schools ? \ 
Number of officers and teachers ? 
Number of scholars? . • 
Number^of volumes in library?*^ 
13. What amounts are necessary for the su-
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perannuated preachers, and the widows and 
orplilwis of preachers, and to make up the defi
ciencies of those who have not obtained their 
regular allowance on the circuits? 

14. What has been collected on the foregoing 
accounts, and how has it been applied? 

15. Where are the preachers stationed this 
year? 

16. Where and when shall our next Conven
tion be held? 

Quest. Is there are any other business to be 
done in the Annual Convention? 

Ansvj. The electing and ordaining of Deacons 
and Elders. 

. » • ' . 

SECTON IV. 

Of the Quarterly Conventions. 

i: The Quarterly Convention shall be com
posed of all the traveling and local preachers, 
exhorters, stewards, and leaders of the district. 

2. Four sessions of the Quarterly Convention 
shall be held each year in connection with the 
General Quarterly Meetings, at such times and 
places as it may designate. 

^. _ The Chairman of the district shall be 
President of the Quarterly Convention, and in 
his absence a President pro tem shall be elected 
by the members present, 

4. A Secretary shall be appointed by the 
Quarterly Convention, who shall keep a faithful 
record of its proceedings. 
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pointed to the sanie circuit or station more than 
two years in succession, nor more than two 
years out of six. ' 

7. Each Annual Convention shall inquire— 
1. What preachers are admitted on trial? 
2. Who remain on trial? 
3. Who are admitted into fuU connexion ? 
4. Who are the Deacons ? 
5. Who have been elected and ordained El

ders this year? 
6. Who have located this year ? 
7. Who are the superannuated or worn-out 

preachers ? 
8. Who have been expelled from the connex

ion this vear ? 
9. Who have withdrawn from the connexion 

this year ?' >-. 
10. Are all the preachers blameless in life 

and conversation? 
11. ,Who have died this year? 
12. What is the nurnber of Church merhbers ? 
Amount collected for superannuated preach

ers? • :' '• . . , 
Amount collected for the Missionary Society? 
Amount collected for the ̂ American Bible So

ciety? '; 
Number of Sunday Schools ? . 
Number of officers and teachers ? 
Number of scholars? 
Number of volumes in library ? 
13. What--amounts are necessary for the su-
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perannuated preachers, and the widows and 
orphans of preachers, and to make up the defi
ciencies of those who have not obtained their 
regular.allowance on the circuits? 

14. What has been collected on the foregoing' 
accounts, and how has it been applied? 

15. Where are the preachers stationed this 
year? 

16. Where and when shall our next Conven
tion be held? 

Quest. Is there are any other business to be 
done in the Annual Convention ? 

Answ. The electing and ordaining of Deacons 
and Elders. 

• SECTON lA^ 

Of the Quarterly Conventions. 

1. The Quarterly Convention shall be corn-
posed of all the traveling and local preachers, 
exhorters, stewards, and leaders of the district. 

2. Four sessions of the Quarterly Convention 
* 1^11 be held each year in connection with the 

General Quarterly Meetings, at such times and 
places as it may designate. 

3. The Chairman of the district shall be. 
President of the Quarterly Convention, and in 
his absence a President pro tem shall be elected 
by the members present. 

' 4 . A Secretary shall be appointed by the 
Quarterly Convention, who shall keep a faithful 
record of its proceedings. 
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6. The Quarterly Convention shall hear com
plaints and try appeals, grant and renew licen
ces to preach, and recommend suitable persona 
to the Annual Convention to be employed as 
traveling preachers. No person shall be Ucensed 
to preach until he has first been recommenced 
'by the Society of which he is a member, or the 
official meeting of said Society, and until he has 
first been examined by the Quarterly Conven
tion in regard to his piety,, his s(^iindness in doc
trine, his gifts and his usefulness. Let none be 
licensed until satisfactory answers are giv^n to 
alKthe questions found in the section, ' 
trial of thosh,,whp think they are moved by 
Holy Ghost to preach.''̂  The Quarterly Conven
tion, shall also in connection with the Chairman 
of the District, appoint and hold Camp Meetings 
as the interests of the cause of God may re
quire. 

a.."i 

D H A P T E E III . 
SECTION L 

OP OFFICERS AND MINISTERS. 

Of the General Superintendents. 

1. The General Convention shall elect one.or 
more Traveling Elders as General Superintl^-
dents to remain in office during the four years 

""•"^^^llowing, or until the next session of the General 
Convention. ' 

* • ' ' i c 
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2. It shall be the duty of the Superintendents 
to travel through the connection at large; to 
oversee the spiritual and temporal interests of 
our Church, and to labor to promote its purity, 
peace and prosperity; to establish new Church^,, 
to preside at the General and Annual Conveii* 
tions, and to decide all questions of law therein, 
subject to an appeal to the respective Conven
tions. 

3. The Superintendents shall be amenable to 
the General Convention for the discharge of 
their official duties, and for their Christian con
duct,- to the Annual Conventions to which they 
respectively belong. 

SECTION IL 

Of the Chairmen of Districts. 

It shall be the duty of the Chairman of a 
district— . 

1. To look after the spiritual and temporal in
terests of our Church within his district, and to 
take the general oversight of the work on his dis
trict, according to the discipline, so far as his duty 
to the circuit to which he is appointed will per
mit. 

2. To sea. that every-part of the discipline is' 
, duly enforced. 

3. To visit every circuit or station on his dis
trict whenever he may judge it expedient. The 
Chairman is especially directed and required to 
visit any circuit orstation in ]iis district, when 
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so requested by the preacher in charge, or by 
the official board, |n case of any dispute or dif
ficulty, or any emergency that may arise. The 
circuit or station sending for him shall pay his 
traveUng expenses. 

« 4. To hold four General Quarterly Meetings in 
his district during each year. 

5. To change, receive, and suspend Preach
ers in his district in the intervals of the Conven
tion, and in the absence of the Superintendent. 
Provided, nevertheless, he shall not change any 
preacher contrary to his wishes, unless by the 
request of two-thirds of the members of the 
circuit or station. 

6. To give the Superintendent all necessary 
information of the state of his district. 

7. The Chairman shall not have power to em
ploy a preacher that has been rejected by the 
Annual Convention without permission by said 
Convention. 
. 8.̂  No Chairman shall preside over the same 
district more than four years in succession. 

9. The Chairman shall be supported by the 
circuit or station to which he is appointed. 

SECTION III. 

Of the Election and Ordination of Traveling El
ders, and of their Duty. 

• Quest. 1. How is an Elder constituted? 
Answ. Bŷ  the 'election of a majority of the 

.1 , ; H 
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Annual Convention, and by the laying on of the 
hands of some^of the Elders that are present. 

Quest. 2. What is the duty of a Traveling 
Elder ? 

Answ. 1. To administer baptism and the Lord's 
supper, and to perform the office of matrimony, 
and all parts of diviiie worship. 

2. To do all the duties of a traveling preacher. 
No Elder that ceases to travel, without the 

consent of the Annual Conference, certified un
der the hand of the President of the Confer
ence, except in case of sickness, debility, or 
Other unavoidable circumstances, shall on any 
account exercise the peculiar functions of his 
office, or even be allowed to preach among us: 
nevertheless, the final determination in all such 
cases is with the Annual Conference. 

SECTION IV. 

Of the Election and Ordination of Traveling Dea
conŝ  and of their Duty. 

Quest. 1. How is a Traveling Deacon consti
tuted? 

Answ. By the election of a majority of the 
Annual Conference, and the laying on of the 
hands of some of the Elders present. 

Quest 2. What is the'duty of a Traveling 
Deacon? 

Answ. 1. To baptise and perform the office of 
matrimony, in the absence of the Elder. 
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2. To assist the Elder in administering the 
Lord's supper. 

3. To do all the duties of a traveling preacher. 
Quest. 3. What shall be the time of proba

tion of a Traveling Deacon for the office of an 
Elder? 

Answ. Every Traveling Deacon shall exercise 
that office for two years, before he be eligible 
to the office of Elder; except in the case of 
missions, when the Annual Conventions shall 
have authority to elect for the Elder's office 
sooner, if they judge it expedient. 

No Deacon who ceases to travel without the 
consent of the Annual Convention certified un
der the hand of the President of the Conven
tion, except in ease of sickness, debility or 
other unavoidable circumstances, shall on any 
account exercise the|peculiar functions of his of
fice, or even be allowed to preach among us; 
nevertheless, the final determination in all such 
oases is with the Annual Convention. 

H 4 

SECTION V. 

Of the Reception of Preachers from other De-
nominations. 

Quest. How shall we receive those ministers 
who may offer to unite with us from other Chris
tian Churches? 

J.WSW. Those niinisters of other evangelical 
Churches, who may desire to unite with our 
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Church, whether as local or itinerant, may be 
received according to our usages, on condition. 
,of their taking upon them our. ordination vows, 
without the reirnposition of hands, giving satis* 
faction to an Annual Convention of their being 
in orders, and of their agreement with us in 
doctrine, discipline, government and usages: 
provided^ the Convention is also satisfied with 
their giftSj graces and usefulness. 

SECTION VL 

Of the Examination of those who'think they are 
moved by the Holy Ghost to preach. 

Quest. How shall we try those who profess 
to be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach ? 

Answ. 1. Let the following questions be asked, 
naniely:—Do they know God as a pardoning 
God? Llave they the love of God abiding in 
them? Do they desire nothing but God? And 
are they holy in all manner of conversation ? 

2. Have they gifts (as weU as grace ) for 
the work? Have they (in sonie tolerable de
gree) a clear, sound understanding, a right 
judgment in.tho things of God, a just concep
tion of salvation by faith? And has God given 
them any degree of utterance ? Do they^peak 
'justly, readily, clearly ? f -

3. Have they fruit? Are any truly convinced 
of sin, and converted to God by their preaching? 

As long as these three marks concur in any 
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iQn^we believe he is called of God to preach. 
These we receive as sufficient proof that he is 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

^\t 

SECTION VII. 

Of the Reception of Preachers. 

Quest. 1. How shall a preacher be received 
on trial ? 

Answ. By the Annual Convention, after pass
ing a satisfactory examination as prescribed in the ° 
last section, and in the course of study laid 
down for probationers, and having been duly 
recommended by a Quarterly Convention. 

Quest. 2. How shall a traveling preacher be 
received, into full connexion ? 

Afiswi 1. He must give satisfactory answers 
to the following questions, namely: Have you 
faith in Christ ? Have you the present assur
ance of sins forgiven ? Do you beheve in Chris
tian perfection? Have you attained to this 
rich experience in your own heart? (If not) 
Are you groaning after i t? , Are you resolved to 
4evote yourself wholly to God and his work? 
Do you know the General Rules ? Do you keep 
them ? Do you constantly attend the sacra
ment? Have you read our Discipline? Are 

. ypu willing to conform to it ? Have you consid
ered the rules of a preacher? Will you keep 
them for consciwee' sake? Ar^ you deter
mined to employ all your time in the work of 

» 
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God ? Will you endeavor not to speak too long 
nor tooMoud ? Will you diligently instruct the 
children\in every place? Will you,,visit from 
house to,JJiouse? Will you recommend fasting 
or abstinence, both by precept and example? 
Are you in debt? Do you use snuff, tobacco or 
drams? 

Answ. 2. He must have been employed in the 
regular itinerant work for two successive years, 
after he was received on trial by the Annual 
Convention. 

Answ. 3. He must pass a satisfactory examuia-
tion in the prescribed course of study. 

SECTION VIIL 

Of the Rules for a Preacher^s Conduct. 

Quest. 1. What are the directions given to a 
Preacher? 

Ansiu. 1. Be diligent. Never be unemployed; 
never be triflingly employed. Never trifle away 
time; neither spend any more time at any place 
than is strictly necessary. 

2. Be serious. Let your motto be Holiness to 
the Lord. Avoid all lightness, jesting and fool
ish talking. 

3. Converse sparingly^ and conduct yourself 
prudently with women. 1 Tim. v. 2. 

4. Take no step toward marriage without first 
.consulting with your brethren. 

. 5. Believe evil of no oife without good evi-
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dence; unless you see it done, take heed how 
you credit it. Put the best construction on ev
erything. You know the judge is always sup
posed to be on the prisoner's side. 

6. Speak evil of no one; because your word, 
especially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep 
your thoughts within your own breast, till you . 
come to the person concerned. - y ^ 

7. Tell every one under your care what^^u 
think wrong in his conduct and temper; and 
that lovingly and plainly as soon as may be; . 
else it will fester in your heart. Make all haste 
to cast the fire out of your bosom. 

8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the 
gospel is the servant of all. . 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 
10. Be punctual, Do everything exactly at 

the time. And do not mend our rules, but keep 
them; not for wrath, but conscience' sake. 

11. You have nothing to do but to save souls: 
therefore spend and be spent' in this work; .and 
go always not only to those that want you, but 
to those that want you most. 

Observe 1 it is not your business only to preach 
so many times, and to take care of this or that 
society; but to save as many a.s you can; to 
bring as many sinners as you can to repentance, 
and with all your power to build them up in 
that holiness without which they cannot see the 
Lord. And remember!—a Methodist Preacher 
ia to mind every point, great ao<i small, ia the 

'ri 
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Methodist Discipline I Jfeerefore you will need 
•to exercise all the sense and grace you have. • 

12. Act in all things not according to your 
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As such 
it is your duty to employ, your time in the man
ner in which ŵ e direct: in preaching, and visit
ing from house to house ; in reading, meditation, 
and pray er. Above all, if you labor with us in the 
Lord's'vineyard, it is needful you should do 
that part of the work w^hicli we advise, at those 
times and places which we judge most for his 
glory. 

Quest. 2, Are there any smaller advices which 
. might be'of use to us? • " 

Ansiu. Perhaps theses^ 1. Be sure never to 
disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at the 
time appointed. 3, Let your whole deport
ment bo serious, weighty, and solemn. 4. Al
ways suit your subject to your audience. 5, 
Choose the plainest texts you can, G. Take 
care not to ramble, but keep to your text, and 
make out what you take in hand. 7. Take 
care of anything awkward or affected, either in 

;your gesture, phrase; or. pronunciation. 8. Do 
not usually pray extempore, above eight or ten 
minutes (at most) without intermission. 9. Fre-, 
quently read and enlarge upon a portion of 
Scripture; and let young preachers often exhort 
without taking a text. 10. Always avail your
self of the great festivals, by preaching on the 
occasion, ; ^ 

' ' ^ 



50 DUTY OP PREACHERS. Ch. iii, 

m 

SECTION IX. 

Of the Duty of Preachers to God, themselves, and 
one another. 

Quest. 1. What is the duty of a preacher? 
Answ. 1. To preach. " 
2. To meet the societies and classes. ^ 
3. To visit the sick. . 
4. To preach out of doors wherever an atten

tive congregation can be found. 
Quest. 2. How shall a preacher be qualified 

for his charge ? 
Answ. By walking closely with God, and 

having his work greatly at heart; and by un
derstanding and loving discipline, ours in par
ticular. 

Quest. 3. Do wo sufficiently watch over each 
other? 

Answ. We do not. Should we not frequently 
ask each other. Do you walk closely with God? 
Have you now fellowship with the Father and 
the Son ? At what hour do you rise? Do you 
punctually observe the morning and evening 
hours of retirement? Do you spend the day in 
the manner which the Convention advises ? Do 
you, converse seriously, usefully, and closely? 
To be more particular: Do you use all the 
means of grace yourself, and enforce the use of 
them on all otl^r persons ? They are either in
stituted or pru(felitial. 
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I. The instituted are, 
1. Prayer; private, family, and public: con

sisting of deprecation, petition, intercession and 
thanksgiving. Do you use each of these ? Do 
you forecast daily, wherever you are, to secure 
time for private devotion? Do you practice it 
everywhere? Do you ask. everywhere, Have 
you family prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do 
you use private prayer every morning and eve
ning in particular ? . 

2., Searchint^ the Scriptures, by 
(1) Reading: constantly, some part of every 

day; regularly, all the Bible in order; carefully, 
with notes; seriously, with prayer before and af
ter ; fruitfully, immediately practising what you 
learn there? 

(2) Meditating: At set tiniest By rule? 
(3) Hearing: JEvery opportunity? With 

prayer, before, at, after ? Have you a Bible al
ways about you ? 

3. The Lord's supper : Do you use this at ev-
IS 

ery opportunity ? With solemn prayer before? 
With earnest and deliberate self-devotion ? 

4. Fasting: Do you use as much abstinence 
and fasting every week, as your health, strength, 
and labor will permit ? 

5. Christian conference: Are you convinced 
how important and difficult it is to order your 
conversiiticn aright? Is it always In grace? 

. Seasoned with salt? Meet to minister grace to 
: the hearers ? Do you not converse too long at 



52 DtJTY OF PREACHERS. Ch. iii, 

a time? Is not an hour comnaonly epough? 
Would it not be well always to have a deter-
niined end in view? And to pray before and' 
after it ? 

II. Prudential means we may use either as 
Christians, as Methodists, or as preachers. 

1. As Christians: What particular rules have 
you in order to grow in grace? What arts, of" 
holy living? , ' 

2. As Methodists: Do you never miss your 
class? 
' 3. As Preachers: Have you thoroughly con
sidered your duty? And do you make a con
science of executing every part of it? Do you 
meet every society and their leaders ? 

These means may be used without fruit. But 
there are some*means which cannot: narnefy, 
watching, denying ourselves, taking up our 
cross, exercise of the presence of God. 

1. Do you steadily watch against the world? 
Yourself? Your besetting sin? 

2. Do you deny yourself every useless pleas-
use of sense? Imagination? Honor? Are 
you temperate in all things? Instance in food: 
(1) Do you use only that kind and that degree 
which is best both Ibr body and soul? Do you 
see the necessity of this? (2) Do you eat no 
mora at each meal than is necessary ? Are, you 
not heavy or drowgy alter dinner? (3) Do you 
use only that kind, and that degree of drink, 
which is best both for your body and soul? (4) 
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Do you choose and'use water for your common 
drink ? And only take wine medicinally or sa-
cramentally ? 

3. Wherein do you take up youf cross daily ? 
Do you cheerfully bear your cross, however 
grievous of nature, as a gift of God, and labor 
to profit thereby ? -

4. Do you endeavor tosetfJod always before 
you? To see his eye continually fixed upon 
you? Never can you use these means but a 
blessing will ensue. And the more you use 
them, the more you will grow in grace. 

SECTION-X. 

Of the Duties of those who have the Charge of 
Circuits or Stations. 

Quest. 1. What are the duties of the preacher 
who has the special charge of a circuit? 

Ansio. 1. To see that the other preachers in 
his circuit behave well, and want nothing. 

2. To nominate all the leaders subject to con
firmation by the class, and to examine each of 
the leaders with all possibje exactness, at least 
once a quarter, concerning his method of lead
ing his class. 

3. To hold watch-nights, and love-feasts, and 
to see that the sacrament is administered, at 
least once in three months. 

4. To take care that every society be duly 
supplied with books. 
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5. To take an exact account of all the mem
bers in society in their respective circuits and 
stations, keeping the narhes of all local elders, 
deacons, and preachers, properly distinguished, 
and deliver such account to the Annual Co°n-
vention that their number may be printed in 
the nttnutfess. 

6. To give an account of his circuit every 
quarter to the Chairman of the District. 

7. To report to the Society a t ' least once a 
quarter, the names of those who have been re
ceived into the Cliurch or excluded therefrom 
during' the quarter: also tlje names .of those 
who'have been received or dismissed by certifi
cate, and of those who have died or have with-
dfH'w n̂Jrom the Churgh- "*^ 

Quests 1. What other directions shall we 
give him? - . . . 
. Answ. Several. 

1. To take a regular catalogue of the socie
ties . in . towns and cities, as they live in the 
streets. 

2. To leave his successor a particular account 
of the circuit, includiugsan account of the sub
scribers for our periodical^ ' . 

3. To enforce vigorously, but calmly, all the 
rules of the societv. "̂  

As soon as there are four believers irt any 
place to put them into a class. 

5. To warn all from time to time, that none 
are to remove from one circuit to another, with-
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out a note of recomm^dation from the preacher 
of the circuit in theso words:—''-A. B., the 
bearer, has been an acceptable inember of the 
Free Methodist Cliurch.̂ ^ • And to inform them 
tViat without such a certificate, they will not bei' 
received into the Cburcli in other places. 

G. To recommend everywhere decency and 
cleanliness. > 

7. To read the rules of the society, with the 
aid of the other preachers, once a year in every 
congregation, and once a quarter in every society. 

8. The. preacher who has the charge of a 
circuit shall appoint prayer meetings wherever 
he can in his circuit. 

9. He shall take care that a fast be held in 
every society in his circuit, on the Friday prece
ding every quarterly meeting : and that a mem
orandum of it be written on all the class papers. 

N. B. The preachers who have the oversight 
of circuits are required to execute all our rules 
fully and strenuously against all frauds, and 
particularly against dishonest insolvencies; suf
fering none to remain in our Church on any ac
count who are found guilty of any fraud. 

Quest. 3. What can be done to supply the 
circuits during the sittings of the Conventions. 

Answ. 1. Let all the appointments stand ac
cording to the plan of the circuit. 

2. Engage as many local preachers and ex
horters as will supply them; and^let them, be 
paid for their time in proportion to the allowance 
of the traveling preachers. 
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3. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend, 
let some person of ability be appointed in every 
society, to sing, pray, and read one of Mr. Wes
ley's sermons. . ' ' 

4. But if that cannot be done, let there be 
prayer meetings. 

SECTION/ XL 

Of the Matter and Mc4''ner of Preaching: 

Quest. 1. What is the best general method of 
preaching? . 

Answ. 1. To convince: 2. To off'er Christ: 
' -3. To invite: 4. To build up: And to do this in 
* some measure in every sermon. 

Quest. 2. What is the most effectual way of 
preaching Christ ? . 

Answ. Tlie mpst effectual way of preaching 
Christ is, to preach him in all his offices/and to 
declare his law, as well as his gospel, both- to 
believers and unbeUevers. Let us strongly and 
closely insist upon inward and outward holiness 

^ in all its branches. 

, . SECTION XII. 

Rules hy which luc slmtld conlinue, or desist from 
, PreachiiUj at any PJace. . -

Quest. 1. Is it advisable for us to preach in 
as niany places as wo can, without forming, any 
societies? 
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Answ. By no means. We have made tlie 
trial in various places; and that for a considera
ble length of time. But all the seed has fallen 
by the way-side. There is scarcely any fruit re- ' 
mauling. 

Quest. 2. Where should we,endeavor to preach 
most? .. 

Answ. 1. Where there is the greatest number . 
of quiet and willing hearers. 

2. Where there is most fruit. 
Quest. 3. Ought we not diligently to observe 

in what places God is pleased at any time to 
pour out his Spirit more abundantly ? 

Answ. We ought: and at that time to send 
more laborers than usual into that part of the 
harvest. ^ 

SECTION XIIL 

Of Visiting from House to House, Guarding 
against those things that are so common to Pro
fessors, and Enforcing Practical Religion. 

Quest. 1. IIow can we further assist those 
under our care? 

Answ. By instructing them at their ' own 
houses. What unspeakable need is there of 
this! The world says, " The Methodists are no 
better than other people.̂ ^ This is not true in the 
general: but, 1.-Personal religion, either tow
ards God or man, is too superficial among us. 
We canjput just touch on a few particulars. 
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How little faith is there among us! IIow little 
communion with God, how little living in heaven, 
walking in eternity, deadness to every creature! 
How much love of the world! Desire of pleas
ure, of ease, of getting money! How little 
brotherly level What continual judging one 
another! What gossipping, evil-speaking, tale-
bearing! What want of moral honesty! To , 
instance only one particular; who does as he 
would be done by in buying and selling? 

2. Family religion is wanting in many branch
es. And what avails public preaching alone, 
though we could preach like angels? We must, 
yea, every traveling preacher must, instruct the 
people from house to house. Till this be done, 
and that in good earnest, Methodists will be no /-

.better. . 
Our religion is not sufficiently deep, universal, 

uniform; but superficial, partial, uneven. It 
will be so till we spend half as much time in 
this visiting, as we. now do in talking uselessly. 
Can we find a better method of doing this than 
Mr. Baxter's, If not, let us adopt it without 
delay, His whole tract, entitled, lite Reformed 
Pastor, is well worth a careful perusal. Speak
ing of this visiting from Iwuse to house, he says, 
" We shall find many hindrances, both in our
selves and the people." 

1. In ourselves there is rhuch dullness and la
ziness, so that there wiU be mUch ado to get us 
to bo faithful in the work. 

!, 

) 
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2. We have a base, man-pleasing temper, so 
that ŵ e let them perish rather than lose their 
love; we let them go quietly to ^eU lest we 
should offend them. 

3. Some of us hove, a foolish bashfulness. 
We know not how to\ogin, and blush to contra
dict the devil. 

4. But the greater hindrance is weakness of 
fath. Our whole motion is weak, because the 
spring of it is weak. 

5. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work. 
How few know how to deal with men, so as to 
get within them, and suit all our discourse to 
their several conditions and tempers: to choose 
the fittest subjects, and follow them with a holy 
mixture of seriousness, terror, love, and meek
ness ! . • 

But undoubtedly this private application is 
implied in those solemn words of the apostle; 
" I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing, preach the word: be instant 
in season, out of season: reprove, rebuke, ex
hort, with all long-suffering." 

0, brethren, if we could but set this work on 
foot in. all our societies, and prosecute it zeal
ously, what glory would redound to God! If 
the common lukewarmness were banished, and 
every shop, and every house, busied in speaking 
of the word and works of God, surely God 
would £lwell in our habitations, and make us his 
delight. ^ . 
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And this is absolutely necessary to the wel
fare of our people, some of whom neither Re
pent nor believe to this day. Look round, and 
see how many of them are still in apparent dan
ger of damnation. And how can you walk and 
talk,, and be merry with such people, when you 
know their case? When you look them in the 
face, you should break forth into tears, as the 
prophet did when he looked upon Ilazael, and 
then set on them with the most vehement ex
hortations. 0, for God's sake, and the sake of 
poor souls^ bestir yourselves, and spare no pains 
that mav conduce to-their salvation ! 

What cause have we to bleed before the Lord 
that we have so long neglected this good work! 
If we had but engaged in it sooner, how many 
more might .have been brought to Christ 1 And 
how much holier and happier might our societies 
have been before now I And why might we not 
have done it sooner? There were many hin-. 
drances; and so there always will be. But the 
greatest hindrance is in ourselves, in our little
ness of faith and love. 

But it is objected, I. " This wifl take up so 
much time, ŷ e shall n^t have leisure to follow 
our studies." We aimw€?f, 1. Gaining know
ledge is a good thing, but saving souls is better. 
2. By this very thing you.wiU gain the most, ex
cellent knowledge, that of God and eternity. 3. 
You win have time for gaining other knowledge 
too. Only sleep no more than you need; '' and 
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never be idle,"or triflingly employed." But, 4.-If 
you can, do but one, let your studies alone. We 
ought to tlirow by all the libraries in the world, 
rather than be guilty of the loss of one soul. 

It is objected, II. "The people will not sub
mit to it." If some will not others will. And 
the success with them will repay all your labor. 
0 let us herein follow the example of St. Paul! 
1. For our general business. Serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind: 2, Our special work. 
Take heed to yourselves audio all ike fiock: 3. 
Our doctrine, Repentance f^ard God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ: 4. The place, / 
have taught you publicly^ and from house to house: 
5. The object and manner of teaching, I cease not 
to warn everyone nifiit and day, lu'dh tears: G. His 
innocence and self-denial herein, / have coveted 
no man''s silver or gold: 7. His patience, .y<?2i/ier 
count I my life dear unto myself: And among all 
other motives, let these be ever before our eyes: 
1. The Church which he hath purchased with his 
own'blood: 2. Grievious luolves shall enter in: 
yea, of yourselves shall men arise, speaking per
verse things. 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will do 
you more good than twenty years study. Then 
you will have no time to spare; you will have 
work ^enough. Then likewise no preacher will 
stay with us wlip is as salt that has lost its sa
vour. For to such this employment wiU be 
mere drudgery. And in order to it, you will 



VISITING. Ch. iii. 
G2 
have need of all the knowledge you can procure, 
and grace you can attain. 

The sum is. Go into every house in course, 
and teach every one therein, young and old to 
be Christians inwardly and outwardly; make ev
ery particular plain to their understandings; fix 
it hi their minds; write it on their hearts. In 
order* ..is there must be line upon line, pre
cept upon precept. What patience, what love, 
what knowledge, is requisite for thisl We 
must needs do this, were it only to avoid idle
ness. Do we not loiter away many hours in 
every week ? Each try himself; no idleness is 
consistent with a growth in grace. Nay, with
out exactness in redeeming time, you cannot 
retain, the grace you receive in justification. 

Quest. 2. Why are we not more holy ? Why, 
do we not live in eternity? Walk with God all 
the day long ? Why are we not we all devoted 
to good? Breathing the whole spirit of mis
sionaries? 

Answ. Chiefly because we are enthusiasts; 
looking for the end without using the means. 
To touch only upon two or three instances:— 
Who of us rises at four, or even at five, when 
we do not preach ?• Do we know the obh gat ion 
and benefit of fasting or abstinence? How'of
ten do we practice it? The neglect of this 
alone is sufficient to account for our feebleness 

^ and faintness of spirit. We are continually" 
grieving the Holy Spirit of God by the habitual 
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neglect of a plain duty. Let us amend from this 
hour. 

Quest. How shall we guard against Sabbath 
breakin|:, evil-speaking, unprofitable conversa
tion, lightness, expensiveness or gayety of ap
parel, and contracting debts without due care to 
discharge them? 

Answ. 1. Let us preach expressly on each of 
these heads. 2. Read in every society the ser
mon on evil-speaking. 3. Let the leaders closely 
examine and exhort every person to put away 
the accursed thing. 4. Let the preachers warn 
every society that none who is guilty herein jcjan 
remain with us. 5. Extirpate out of our Church 
buying or*selling goods which have not paid the 
duty laid upon them by government. Let none 
.remain with us who will not totally abstain from : 
this evil in every kind and degree. Extirpate 
bribery, receiving anything, directly or indirectly, 
for voting at any election. Show no respect to 
persons herein, but expel all that touch the ac
cursed thing. And strongly advise our people 
to discountenance all treats given by candidates ^ — , 
before or at elections, and not to be partakers, 
in any respect of such iniquitous practices. 

SECTION XIV. 

)/ Sunday Schools ^ d the Religious Instruction 
of Children. 

Quest, 1. What shall we do for the moral and 
religious instruction of the children ? . 

MMM 
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Answ. 1. I t shall bo the special duty of 
preachers having charge of̂^ circuits or stations, 
with the aid of the other preachers, to form 
Sunday schools in all our congregations where 
ten chUdren can be collected for that purpose, 
and to engage the co-operation of as many of 
our members as they can; tO visit the schools 
as often as practicable; to preach on the subject 
of Sunday schools, and religious instruction in 
each congregation at least 'once in six months; 
and to form BiVjle classes, wherever they can for 
the instruction of larger children and youth, 
and where they cannot superintend them per
sonally, to see that suitable teachers are provi
ded for that purpose. , . *" 

2. It shall also be the duty of preachers to en
force faithfully upon parents and Sunday-school 
teachers the great importance of instructing 
children in the doctrines and duties of our holy 
religion; to see that our catechisms be used as 
extensively as possible, both in our Sunday 
schools and families; to preach to the children 
and publicly catechise them in th-e Sunday^ 
schools, and at special meetings appointed for 
that purpose. 

3. It shall be the duty of every preacher in 
his pastoral visits, to pay special attention to 
the children, speaking to them personally and 
kindly on the subject of experimental and prac
tical godliness, according to their capacity,-
pray earnestly for them, and diligently instruct 



n 
Sec. 15. • EMPLOYING TIMEs 65 

and exhort all parents to dedicate their children 
to the Lord, in baptism, as early as convenient. 

4. Each preacher in charge shall lay before 
the Quarterly Conference, to be entered on its 
Journal, the number and state of the Sunday 
schools and Bible classes in his charge, and the 
extent to which he has preached to the children 
and catechised them, and make the required re
port on Sunday schools to his Annual Conven
tion. 

. , SECTION XV. 

Of employing our Time profitably, when we are 
not Traveling, or engaged in Public Exercises. 

Quest. 1. What general method of employing 
our time shall we advise ? 

Answ. We advise you, 1. As often as possi
ble to rise at four. 2. From four to five in the 
morning, and from five to six in the evening, to 
meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures with 
notes, and the closely practical parts of what 
Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From six in the 
morning till twelve, (allowing an hour for 

. bteakfast,) read, with'much prayer, some of our 
best religious tracts. 

Quest. 2. Why is it that the people under our 
care are not better ? 

Answ. Other reasons may, concur, but the 
chief is, because we are not more knowing and 
more holy. 

liUHlll 
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Quest. 3. But why are we not more knowing ? 
Answ. Because we are idle. We forget our 

first rule, " Be diligent. Never be unemployed. 
Never be triflingly employed. Neither spend 
any more time at any place than is strictly ne
cessary." We fear there is altogether a fault in 
this matter, and that few of us are clear. 
Which of us spend as many hours a day in 
God's work as we did formerly in man's work ? 
We talk,—talk or read what comes next to 
hand. We must, absolutely must, cure this 
evil, or betray the cause of Crod. But how? 
1. Head the "most useful books, and that regu
larly and constantly. 2. Steadily spend all the 
morning in this employment, or at least five 
hours in the four and twenty. " But I have no 
taste for reading."- Contract a taste for it by 
use, or return to your former employment. 
"But I have no books." Be diligent to spread 
the books, and you will have the use of them. 

SECTION XVL-

Of the necessity of Union among ourselves. 

Let us be deeply sensible (from what we have 
known) of the evil of a division in principle, 
spirit; or practice, and the dreadful consequen
ces to ourselves and others. If we are united, 
what can stand before us"? If we divide, we 
shall destroy ourselves, the work of God, and 
the souls of our people. 
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Quest. What can be done in order to a closer 
union with each other ? 

Answ. 1. Let us be deeply convinced of the 
absolute necessity of it. . 

2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to, 
each other. 

3. When we meet, let us never part without 
prayer. 

4. Take great care not to despise each other's 
gifts. , 

5. Never speak lightly of each other. 
6. Lot us defend each other's character in 

everything so far â  is consistent with truth. 
7. Labor in honor each to prefer- the other 

before himself 
8. We recommend a serious perusal of The 

Gausses, Evils, and Cures of Heart and Church 
Divisions. 

SECTION XVIL 

Local Preachers. 

Quest. What directions shalK ha-given con
cerning local preachers ? 

1. The Quarterly Convention shall take cog
nizance of all the local preachers in the circuit 
or station, and shall enquire into the gifts, la
bors and usefulness of each preacher by name. 

2. A licensed local preacher shall be eligible 
to the office of a Deacon, after he has preached 
four years from the time he received a regular 

* . '« 
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license, and has obtained a recommendation 
from the Quarterly Convention, after proper ex
amination. 

3. A local Deacon shall be eligible to the of
fice of an Elder, after, he has preached, four 
years from the time he was ordained a Deacon, 
and has obtained a recommendation from the 
Quarterly Convention of which he is a member, 
certifying his qualifications in doctrine, disci
pline, talents, and usefulness, signed by the 
President and Secretary. 

4. Every local Elder, Deacon, or Preacher 
shall be amenable to the Quarterly Convention 
where he belongs, for his Christian character, 
and the faithful performance of his ministerial 
office. He shall have his name recorded on the 
journal of said Convention, and also enrolled 
on a class paper, and shaU meet in class; and 
in neglect of the above duties, the Quarterly 
Convention, if they judge it proper, may deprive 
him of his ministerial office, And when a 
preacher is located, or discontinued by an An
nual Convention, he shall be amenable to the 

^Quarterly Convention of the circuit or station 
where he had his last appointment, or at the 
place where he shall reside at the time of hia 
location. ' ' 

5. Let the appointmenis be so arranged as 
to give the local preachers regular and system
atic employment on the Sabbath. 

1 
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CHAPTER IV. 
OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

SECTION L 

Of Public Worship. 

Quest. 1. W^N^Jirections shall be given for 
the establishment orNniformity in public wor
ship among us, on the Dtfd's day ? 

Ansiu. 1. Let the morning's service consist 
of singing, prayer, the readirW of a chapter out 
of the Old Testament, and aiKufher out of the 
New, and preaching. 

2. Let the afternoon service consist of sing
ing, prayer, the reading of one or two chapters 
out of the Bible, and preaching. 

3. Let the evefiing service consist of singing, 
prayer and preaching. 

4. But on the days of administering the 
Lord's supper, the two chapters in the mornir)g 
sevico may bo omitted. 

5. In administering the ordinances, and in the 
burial of the dead, let the form of Discipline in
variably bo used. Let the Lord's prayer also 
be u^ed on all occasions of public worship in 
concluding the first prayer, and the apostolic 
benediction in,dismissing the congregation. 

6. Let the society be,met, wherever it is 
practicable, on the Sabbath-day. 

Quest. 2. Is there not a great indecency 
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sometimes practised ahiong us, namely, talking 
in the congregation before and after services. 

- How shall this be cured ? 
Answ. Let all the ministers ahd preachers 

join as one man, and enlarge on the impropriety 
of talking before or after service; and strongly 
exhort those that are concerned to do it no 
more. In three months, if we are in earnest, 
this vile practice will be banished out of every 
Methodist congregation. Let none stop till he 
he has carried his point. 

SECTION IL 

Of the Spirit and truth of Singing» 

Quest. How shall we guard against formality 
in singing? 

Answ. 1. Choose such hymns as are proper 
for the occasion, and do not sing too much at 
once. Seldom more than four or five verses. 

2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment, 
and do not suffer the people to sing too slow. 

3. In every society let due attention be given 
to the cultivation of sacred music. _.-—••^^ 

4. If you cannot sing yourself, let one or 
two be chosen in each society to lead the sing
ing. . 

5. As singing is a part of Divine worship in 
which aU ought to unite, therefore exhort every 
person in the congregation to sing, not one in 
ten only. 
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6. in no case let there be instrumental"mu
sic or choir singing in our public worship. 

SECTION IIL 

Of Class-meetings. 

1. Let no person not a member of our 
Church, be admitted to a class meeting, without 
the consent of the Leader. 

2. Let each Leader carefully inquire how 
every soul of his class prospers: not only how 
each person observes the outward rules, but 
how he grows in the knowledge and love of 
God. 

3. Let the [Leaders converse with thosj^^ho 
have the charge of their circuits. 

4. Let improper Leaders be changed. 
5. Let the Leaders frequently meet each oth

er's classes. 
6. Let US observe which Leaders are the 

most useful; and let these meet the other clas
ses as often as possible. 

7. See that all the Leaders be not only men 
of sound judgment, but men truly devoted to 
God. 

Quest. What shall we do with those mem
bers of our Church who wilfully and repeatedly 
neglect to meet their class ? 

Answ. 1. Let the Elder, Deacon, or one of 
the preachers visit them, whenever it is practica
ble, and explain to them the consequence if 
they continue to neglect, namely, exclusion, 
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SECTION XVIJI. 

. • OFFICIAL MEETINGS. 

1. An official meeting, composed of the 
preachers, exhorters, stewards, class leaders and 
Sunday school superintendents, shall bo iield in 
each circuit or station once a month wherever 
practicable. 

2. The official board shall look after the tem
poral and spiritual interests of the circuit or 
station, establish and maintain Sunday schools, 
grant and renew licenses to exhort, provided 
that no person shall be licensed to exhort with
out a recommendation from the society* of 
which he is a member. They shall also recom
mend suitable persons to the Quarterly Conven
tion to be licensed as local preachers. 

3. The preacher in charge shall be chairman 
of the official meeting, and in his absence a 
chairman shall bo elected. A secretary shall bo 
elected once a year, who shall keep and record 
in a suitable book provided for the purpose, 
faithful minutes of the proceedings of the offi
cial meetings, and also of the meetings of the 
society. He shall also keep a record of aU the 
money raised on the circuit for religious purpo
ses, and of the manner in which the same was 
expended. 

* By a " Society " is meant all the members of ouv 
Church, wM) meet together statedly, ia one place, for 
public wo( 
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2. If they do not amend, let them be brought 
to trial for negleSt of duty. 

' . H •' " ., . . . ' • 

SECTION IV. 

Of Love Feasts. 
1. Let a Love-feast be held on each circuit or 

station, at least once in three months. 
2. Let no person not a member of our Church, 

be admitted to our Love-feasts without the 
consent of the preacher having charge of the 
same. ^ 

3. Let our LoveJj&a:st3 be held with closed 
doors. 

CHAPTER y . 
OF DRESS AND ]\IARRIAGE. 

SECTION L 

Of Dress. 

Quest. Should we insist ori, the rules concern
ing dress? 

Answ. By aU means. This is no time to 
give encouragement to superfluity of apparel. 
Therefore, receive none Into the Church till 
they have left off all superfluous or-naments. In 
order to this: 1. Let every one who has charge 
of a circuit or station, read Mr. Wesley's 

.^ma^^immtmm 



74 OF MARRIAGE. Ch. r. 

Thoughts upon Dress, at least once a^year in 
every society. 2. In visiting the classes be 
very mild, but very strict. 3. Allow of no ex
empt case; better one suffer than many. 

IS! 
% 

SECTION IL 

Of Marriage. 

Quest. 1. Do we observe any evil which has 
prevailed, in our Church with respect to mar
riage? • • 

Answ. Many of our members have married 
with unawakened per.sons. This, lias produced 
bad effects; they have been either hindered for 
life, or have turned back to perdition. 

Qvest. 2. What can be done to discourage 
this? 

Answ. 1. Let every preaclxer publicly enforce 
the apostle's caution, ^'Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers." 2 Cor. vi, 4. 

2. Let all bo exhorted to take no step in so 
weighty a matter, witliout advising with the 
most serious of their brethren. 

Quest. 3. Ought any woman to marry without 
the consent of her parents ? 

-Arŵ y. I n general she ought not. Yet there 
may be exceptions., For ifj 1. A woman be
lieve it to be her duty to marry: if, 2. Her pa
rents absolutely refuse to let her marry any 
Christian: then §he may, nay, ought to niarry 
without their consent. Yet even then a Meth/ 
odist preacher ought not to be married to. h e r / 
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" We do not prohibit our people from marrying 
persons wlro are not of our Church, provided 
such persons have tlio form, and are seeking 
the power of godliness; but we are determined 
to- discourage their marrying persons who do 
not come up to this description. 

/ C H A P T E R Vi; » 
OP CHURCH TRIALS. 

SECTION L 

Of the Trial of Ministers and̂  Memberŝ  

1. Every crime forbidden in the word of God 
sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom 
of grace and glory, shall subject a minister or 
member to expulsion from the Church. 

2. The neglect of duties' required by the 
word of God, or the indulgence in sinful tem
pers, words or actions, shall subject the person 
so offending to private reproof by the official 
member of the Church, having the oversight of 
the offending brother; and in case of persistence 
after proper admonition and labor, to trial and 
expulsion. . 

3. Any preacher or member against whom â  
charge is brought, shall bo.furnished by the per
son bringing the charge, or by the presiding of
ficer of the tribunal to which he is judicially 
>i5dsponsible, with a copy of the charges against 

miiiniiiiia 
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him, at least fourteen days before the trial, un
less all the parties shall agree upon an earlier 
time for the trial. 

4. An accused party shall be entitled to the 
assistance of such counsel as he may select 
from the members or ministers of our Church. 

5. When charges are preferred against a 
member, the preacher shall call a meeting of the 
society who shall select a committee of not less 
than three, nor more than nine, to try the case. 
Both the accused and accuser shall have the 
right of challenge for cause, the validity of 
which shall be determined by the society. If 
the accused be a female she shah be tried be-
fore a committee of females if she so desires. 
The preacher in charge shall preside at the 
trial of members; but the chairman of the 
district may, for sufficient reasons, appoint some 
other preacher of the district to preside at any 
particular trial. 

Any member who has been tried and con
victed by a committee shall be entitled to an ap^ 
peal to the next Quarterly Convention, provided 
he did not voluntarily absent-himself from the 
trial, and provided he gave notice of. his inten
tion to appeal at the time of his condemnation 
or as soon thereafter as he was notified thereof. 

6. An accused local preacher shall be tried 
by the Quarterly Convention of which he is a 
member, or by a committee of not less than 
three, nor more than nine, local preachers, called 

aiiLiN. .A iM 
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by the chairnian of the district, who shall pre
side at the trial. Any local preacher feeling ag
grieved at the decision of his case shall be al
lowed an appeal to the ensuing session of the 
Annual Convention. 

7. If a charge of , immorality is brought 
against a traveling preacher in the intervals of 
the Annual Convention, the chairman of the 
district shall call a committee of not less than 
three, nor more than six, traveling preach-' 
ers, and an equal number of laymen who were 
members of the last Annual Convention, "who 
shall have power to suspend until the next Ses
sion of the Annual Convention, with whom 
shall rest the decision of the case. 

8. Each Annual Convention shall have'orig
inal jurisdiction over all the preachers belonging 
thereto, and shall have power to reprove, sus
pend, locate for inefficiency or want of useful
ness, or expel, according to the nature of the 
case, and as righteousness may require, All 
cases brought .before an Annual Convention, 
either by complaint or by appeal, may be re
ferred to a committee of six from each branch, 

'who in the presence of the President of the 
Convention, either during its session or after its 
adjournment, shall try the case and decide it 
upon its merits; and their decision shall have 

, the same efl'ect as that of the Annual Conven
tion. 

». The General Convention at each session, 

iyMWM««l>^».vliWill|W[l>|IIIIMUIjtili»^^ 
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shall appoint a standing committee on appeals, 
composed of four ministers, and four members 
from each of the Annual Conventions, who 
shall, if ne^oassary, hold a session once a year, 
for the purpose of trying all appeals that may 
be taken by any traveling preachers from the 
decision of an Annual Convention. The Presi
dent of the General Convention, or one of the 
superintendents, shall preside at the trial of ap
peal cases. Nine members of the committee on 
appeals shall constitute a quorum. 

10. In all trials the proceedings shall be ta
ken down by a Secretary appointed by the 
court; and when an appeal is taken, the case 
shall be decided from tiio testimony as it ap^ 
pears upon the record. 

11. After such forms of trial and expulsion 
such person shall have 90 privileges of society^ 
or of sacraments in our Church without contri
tion, confession, and satisfactory reformation. 

SECTION IL 

Of Insolvencies, and the settlement of Disputes. 

Quest. 1. How shall disputes between mem
bers of our Church, concerning the payment of 
debts or otl|ierwise be settled ? 

Answ. 1. On any dispute between/* two or 
more of the members of our Church, c|hcerning 
the payment of debts, or otherwise, ^ 
not be settled by the parties concerm 

• . . i M » — 
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preacher who has the charge of the circuit shall 
inquire into the circumstances of the case; and 
shall recommend to the contending parties a re
ference, consisting of one arbiter chosen by the 
plaintiff, and:another chosen by the defendant; 
which two arbiters so chosen shall nominate the 
third; the three arbiters being members of our 

Church. a A 
But if one of these parties be dissatrsfied 

with the judgment given, such party may apply 
to the ensuing Quarterly Convention for allow
ance to have a Kceond arbitration appointed; " 
and if the Quarterly Corivention see sufficient 
reason, they shall grant a second arbitration, 
in which case each party shaU choose two ar
biters, and the four arbiters shall choose a fifth, 
the judii;ment of the majority of whom shaU be 
final; and any person refusing to abide by such, 
judgment shall be excluded the Church. 

And if any member pf our Church shaU re
fuse, in case of debt or other disputes, to refer 
the matter to arbitration, when recommended 
by him who has the charge of the circuit, or 
shall enter into a lawsuit with another mem
ber before these measures are taken, he Bhajl 
be expelled, unless the case be of such a nature 

"as torequireor justify a process at law. 
2. AVhenever a complaint is made against any 

member of Church for non-payment of debt; 
when the accounts are adjusted, and the amount 
ascertained, the preacher hav iî g the charge shall 
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call the debtor before a committee of at least 
thre |^o show cause why he does not make pay-
inen^ The committee shall determine what 
further time shall be granted him for payment, 
and what security shall be given for payment; 
and in case the debtor refuses to comply he shall 
be expelled; but in such case he may appeal to 
the Quarterly Convention, and their decision 
shall be final. And in case the creditor complains 
that justice is not done him, he may lay his 
grievance before the Quarterly Convention, and 
their decision shall be final;. and if the creditor 
refuse to comply he shall be expelled. 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in case of in
solvency on the part of any of our members? 

Ansiu. 1. The preachers who have the over
sight of circuits are required to execute all our, 
rules fufly and strenuously against all frauds, 
and particularly against dishonest insolvencies: 
suffering none to remain in our Church on any 
account who are found guilty of any fraud. 

2. To prevent scandal, when any of our mem
bers fail in business, or contract debts which they 
are not able to pay, let two or three judicious 
members of the Church inspect the accounts, 
contracts, and circumstances-of the case, of the 
supposed delinquent; and if he has behaved 
dishonestly, or borrowed money without a prob-
abUity of paying, let him bo expelled.. 
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C H A P T E R V I I . 

THE OBDEB OF BiPTISM. 

SECTION I. 

Of Baptism. 

1 T et every adult person, and the parent^ of 
e v i y o S d T ^ b a p t i z U have the c.oicee,a.. 

of immersion, sprinkling, - P - T J ; ^ ^ , „ , , , , 
o WA will on no account wnatevti i 

ch!;gel:adinistering baptism, or for burym. 

the dead. 

SECTION IL 

The mnisiration of Baptism to Infants-

Beany beloved, f o - - " t t o " u i n g d ~ 1 Christ saith. None can entê mtoti.̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

. . God, except he b e j e g e ^ - a^^^^^^^ 
water and of the Holy ^host' ^ » j ^ ^ ^ ^ 
call upon God the Father, through ou 
Christ, that of his "ouuteous mercy he w j ^ ^ . 
to tkis cUiM that thing ^ f ^ ^ ^ / J ; t 4 water 
not have, that fta may ^ ^ ^ ^ P ^ ' ^ i l Christ's 

' t̂̂ S^SirdeX:̂ ^^^^ 
same, 

5 
i i i . i i i ia i inMi imi i i i i i l 
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Then shall the minister say, 
Lotus pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, we beseech 
thee, for thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt 
look upon this child: wash Mm and sanctify 
/im with the Holy Ghost; that Tie, being deliv
ered from thy wrath, may be received into the 
ark of Christ's Church, and being steadfast in 
faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in love, 
may so pass the waves of this troublesome 
world, that finally Tie may come to the land of 
everlasting life; there to reign with thee, world 
without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 
^ .„^rciful God, grant that the old Adam in 

thischMlnsLj be so buried, that the new man 
may be raised up in/iim. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal afifectiOns may die in Mm, 
and that all things belonging to the Spirit may 
live and grow i n / i m Ainen. 

Grant that he may have power and strength 
to have victory, and to triumph against the devil, 
the world, and the flesh. -4mew. 

Grant that whosever is dedicated to thee by 
our office and ministry may also be endued 
with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re
warded through thy mercy, 0 blessed Lord God, 
who dost live and govern all things, world with
out en^. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dear
ly-beloved Son Jesus Christy died for the forgive-
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ness of our sins, and gav\commandment to his 
disciples that they should go teach all nations, 
and baptize them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, regard, we 
beseech thee, the supplications of thy congrega
tion; sanctify this water for this holy sacrament; 
and grant that this child novv to be baptized may 
receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever re
main in the number of thy faithful and elect 
children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Then shall the people stand up; ^xd the minister 
9 sJiall say, 

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. 
Mark in the tenth chapter, at the thirteenth 
verse. 
They brought young children to Christ, that 

he should touch them. And his disciples re
buked those that brought them; but when Jesus 
saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto, 
them. Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Yerily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein. And he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. 

Then the minister shall taJcethe child into his hands„ 
and say to the friends of the cJdtd, 

K 

Name this child. 
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And then naming it after them, he shall sprinkle or 
pour 'mater upon it, or, if desired, immerse it in 
w a t ^ saying, 

I liaptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of tne Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall be said, all kneeling, 

Our Father- who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name;, thy kingdom come; thy wiU be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven: give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. Amen. 

Then shalLthe minister conclude with extemporary 
prayer. 

1. 
» • • 

SECTION i n . 

The Ministration of Baptism to such as are of 
Biper- Years. 

Dearly Beloved, Since all men are by nature 
slnuerS) and have nothing in themselves by which 
they can be delivered from the guilt and pollu
tion of sin, and attain to that holiness without 
which no man can see the Lord, we invite you 
to join Nvith us in fervent prayer for these per
sona, that they may have grace always to keep 
their covenant with God, and that they may con
tinually enjoy the washing of regeneration; and 
the renewing pf the Holy Ghost, 

• V . 
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sMll the minister say. 

'mmortal God, the aid of all 
that need, the helper of all that flee to thee for 
succor, the life of them that believe, and the 
resurrection of the dead: we call upon thee for 
these persons; that i/iey, coming to thy holy bap
tism, may receive the inward baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. Receive them, 0 Lord, as thou 
hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, saying. 
Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: so 
give now unto us that ask: let us that seek, find : 
open Uie gate unto us that knock; that 7/jese 
persons may enjoy the everlasting l^eoediction of 
thy heavenly washing, and&may come to the eter
nal kingdom which thou hast promised by Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the people stand up, and the minister shall 

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. 
John, in the third chapter. 

. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that 1 said 
unto thee. Ye must be born again. The \yind 
bloweth where it fisteth, and thou hearest the 
4iound thereof, but thou eanst not tell whence it 

file:///yind
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cometlf, and whither it goeth: so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 

Then the minister ^Jiall speak to the persons to be 
baptized on tMs iJoise. 

Well beloved, who are come hither, desiring 
to receive holy baptism, ye have heard how the 
congregation hath pnayed that our Lord Jesus 
Christ would vouchsafe to receive you, and bless 
you, to release you of your sins, to give you the 
kingdom of heaven, and everlasting life. And 
oUr Lord Jesus Christ hath promised, in his holy 
word, to grant all those things that we have 
prayed for: which promise he for his part will 
most surely keep and perform. 

Wherefore after this promise made by Christ, 
you must also faithfully, for your part, promise, 
in the presence of this whole congregation, that 
you wfll renounc^.4ha4evil and all his works, 
and constantly 15elieve God's holy word, and obe
diently keep his commandments. 

Tlien shall the minister demand of each of the persons 
, to he baptized, severally, 

Quest. Dost thou renounc^the devil and all 
his works, the vain jjefff̂ p and glory of the 
world, .with all cov^fttJ^ desires of the same, and 
the carnal desirasof the flesh, so that thou wilt 
not follow or be led by them ? 

Answ. I renounce them all. 
Quest. Dost thou believe ux God the Father 
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Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and in 
Jesus Christ his only begotten Son our- Lord ? 
and that he wauconceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary ? that he suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried: 
that he rose again the third day; that he as
cended into heaven, and sitteth atthe right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, and from,thence 
shall come again, at the end of the world, to 
j.udge the quick and the dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the 
cortimunion of saints; the remission of sins; the 
resurrection of the body, and everlasting life af
ter death? 

ATISW;.^!! this I steadfastly believe. 
Quest. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 

. Answ. This is my desire. 
Qwssi. "Wilt thou then obediently keep God's 

holy will and commandments, and walk in the 
same all the days of thy life ? ^ 

Answ. I will endeavor so to'do, God being my 
helper. 

Then shall the minister say^ 

0 merciful God, grant that the old Adam^ in 
these persons may be so buried, that the new 
man may be raised up in f/iem. Amen. 
• Grant that all carnal affections may die in 
iheyn, and that all things belonging to the Spirit 
may live and grow in t?iem. Amen. 

Grant that they may have power and strength 
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to have victory, and triumph against the devil, 
the world, ^nd the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that they being here dedicated to thee 
by our ofB^ and ministry, may also be endued 
with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re
warded, through thy mercy, 0 blessed Lord God, 
who dost live and govern all things, world with
out end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most dearly-
beloved Son Jesus Christ, died for the forgive
ness of our sins; and gave commandment to his 
disciples that they should go teach all nations, 
and baptize* them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: regard, we 
beseech thee, the supplications of this congre
gation ; and grant that the persons now to be 
baptized may receive the fullness of thy grace, 
and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and 
elect chfldren, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Then shall the minister take each person to be bap-
tized by the right hand: and placing him conven
iently by the font, aocording to his discretion, shall 
ask the name; and then shall sprinkle or pour 
water upon him^ (or if he shall desire it, shall im-
merse him in water^) saying, 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Tlieni slmll be said the Lord's Prayer, all kneeling. 
ConclMing 'With extemporary prayer, and the ben-
^ediction. ^ 
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CHAPTER VIII, 
THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

SECTION L 

General Direciiow .̂ 

1. No person shall be admitted to the Lord's 
Supper among us who is guilty of any immoral or 
unchristian practice for which we would exclude 
a member of our Church. 

2. All. persons properly included in the gen-
'eral invitation may bo allowed to partake of the 
Lord's Supper among us. 

SECTION IL 

The Order fOH' the AUmini4raiion of the Lordh 
Supper. 

The elder shall say one or more of these sentences: 

Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. Matt, v, 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal: but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal. Matt, vi, 19, 20. 

"Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
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you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets. Matt, vii, 12. 

Not every one that saith unto me,' Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kindgdora of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Matt, vii, 21. 

Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, Be
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have tak ên anything from any 
man, by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 
Luke xix, 8. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifufly shall 
reap also bountifully. Every man according as 
he purposeth in his heart, so let him give ; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a 
cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix, 6, t.' 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the hous'ehold offaiih. Gal. vi, 10. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain; for 
we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim. vi, 6, 7. 

Charge-them that are rich in this world, that 
thej'- be ready to distribute, willing to communi
cate, laying up in store for tliemselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that they 
• may lay hold on eternal fife. 1 Tim. vi, 11, ,10. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labor of love, which ye have showed toward 
his name, in that ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. Ileb. vi, 10. 
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To do good, and to communicate, forget not; 
for with such sacri^cea God is well pleased. Heb. 
xili, 16. 

Whoso bath this world's good, and seeth hia 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from hlnp, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him? 1 John iii, V\. 

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto 
the Lord; and that which he hath given will he 
pay him again. Pro v. xix, 17., 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. Psalm 
xli, 1. 

While these sentences are helng read, let a collection be 
taken up. 

After lohich the elder shall SOA/, 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your 
sins, and are in love and charity with your neigh
bors, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from hence
forth in his holy ways; draw near with faith, 
and take this holy sacrament to your comfort: 
and make your humble confession to Almighty 
God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

Them, shall this general confession be made by thd 
minister in the name of all those who are minded to 
receive the holy communion, hoth he and all the peo
ple kneeling humUy upon their knees, and saying, 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesua 

•M 
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Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grieviously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. ' We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the re
membrance of them is grievous unto us. Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that 
we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in 
newness of hfe, to the honor and glory of thy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

I 

% 

Then shaUthe elder say, 

0 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness of 
sins to all theni that with hearty repentance and 
true faith turn unto thee: have mercy upon us; 
pardon and deliver us from our sins, confirm and 
strengthen us in aU goodness, and bring us to 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. ' 

77ie oolleot. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may per-
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fectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. ^ 

Tlien shall the elder say. 

I t is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, 0 Lord, holy Father, al
mighty and everlasting God. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify .thy glorious name,, evermore praising 
thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God p£ 
hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, 0 Lord most high. Amen. 

Then shall the elder say, 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, 
0 merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same 
Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that our sinful souls and bodies 
may be made clean by his death, and washed , 
thro\igh his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.. 

Tlien the elder shall say the prayer of consecration^ 
as foUoics: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of 
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thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our re
demption; who made there (by his oblation of 
himself once offerejd) a full, perfect, and suffi
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the 
sins of tlie whole world; and did institute, and 
in his holy gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death un
til his coming again: hear us, 0 merciful Father, 
we most humbly beseech thee, and grant that 
we, receivi«g these thy creatures of bread and 
wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his 
death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed 
body and blood; who in the (l) Here the elder 
same night.that he was be- is to take the plate of 
, , ^ , , , / I S - , bread into his hand. 
trayed, took bread; (1) and 
when he had given thanks, ,^, . , , 
he broke it (2) aM gave it j ^ ^ , , ; ^ ;̂,̂  .̂.̂ ^^^ 
to his disciples, saying. Take, 
eat; this (3^^ is my body (S) And here to lay 
which is given for you; do his hands upo.n all 
this in remembrance of me, the bread. 
Likewise after supper ho 
took (4) the cup; and when 
he had given thanks, hq, 
gave it to them, saying. 
Drink.ye all of this: for this 
/K\ • i_i J f i.1 XT ('̂ ) And here tolay 
(5) is my blood of the New ;,^, ;,̂ ,,,̂  uponallthe 
Testament, which is shed 'vessels wJdch contain 
for you and [for many, for the wine. 

(4) Here .he is to 
take the cup in his 
hand. • 
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the remission of sins; do this, a^ oft as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen.' 

'Tlien shall therninisterfirstreceivethe com7n'(inio7iin 
both kinds himself, and then proceed to deUver the 
same to the other 'tnininters in like manner., {if any 
there be present,) and after that to the 2̂ ^̂ ople also^ 
in order, into tlieir hands. And when he dellvereth 
the bread, he shall say, 

The body of our liOrd Jesus Christ, which 
was . given for thee, preserve thy soid Sir\6. body 
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in re
membrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on 
him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

And the minister that dellvereththe cup shall say, 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body un
to everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance 
that Christ's blood was shed for thee, and be 
thankful. 

[If the consecrated bread or wino shall be all spent 
before all have commuicated, the elder may consecrate 
more, by repeating the prayer of consecration,] 

[When all have communicated, the minister shall 
return to the Lord's table, and place upon it what re-
malneth of the consecrated elements, covering the same. 
•with a fair linen cloth.] 

Then shall the elder say the Lord'k Prayer; the peo
ple repeating after him every petition. 

Our Father,,who art in heaven, hallowed be 

«iiia£saLi4«a 
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thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven : give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we ^orgive them that trespass against us: and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.. 

Concluding with this blessing:-

May the peace of God, which p^sseth all un
derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
.lesusChrist our Lord; and the blessings of God. 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, be among you and remain with you al
ways. Amen. 

N. B.—-If the elder be straitened for time, he may 
omit any part of the service except the prayer of con
secration. 

C H A P T E R IX. 
FORMS OP ORDINATION. • 

SECTION,I. . ' . 

The Form and Planner of ordaining Elders. 
[When the (lay appointed for the ordination is come, 

there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the 
duty and otlice of such as come to be adniitted el
ders; how necessary that order is in the Church of 
Christ, and also how the people ought to esteem them 
in their offloe-I 



Sec. 1. OF ELDERS. 07 

: ? 

I 

After-which, one of the elders shall present unto the 
jpresident all them that are to be ordained, and say, 

X present unto you these persons -present to 
be ordained elders. 

Then their names being read aloud, the president 
shall say unto the people, 

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, 
God willing, this day to ordain elders. For af
ter due examination, we find not to the contra
ry, but that they are lawfully called to this func
tion and ministry, and that they are persons 
meet for the same. But if there be any of you 
who knoweth.any impediment or crime in any of 
them, for the which he ought not to be received 
into this holy ministry, let him come forth in 
the name of God, and show what the crime or 
impediment is. 

[If any crime or impediment bo objected, the president 
shall Eurcease from ordaining that person until such 
time as the party accused shall be found clear of the 
crime.] 

Then shall be said' the collect, epistle, and gospel as 
. folloxceth': 

The Collect. ^ 

Almighty God, Giver of ah good things, who 
by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers orders 
of ministers in thy Church; mercifully behold 
these thy servants now called to the office of 

I - ^ 
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elders, and replenish them so with the truth of 
•. thy' doctrine, and adorn them with innocency 
of life, that both by word and good example 
they may faithfuUy serve thee in this office, to 
the glory of thy name, and the edification of 
thy Church, through the mercies of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 

The Epistle. Eph. iv, 7-13. 

Unto every one of us is given grace accord
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ. Where
fore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto nien. 
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he 
also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the same also 
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he 
might fill all things.) And he gave some, 
apostle^ ; and some, prophets; and some, evan
gelists ; and some pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

•till we all come in the unity of faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fuUness of Christ. 

• After this shall be read for the Gospel, pa r t of the 
tenth elm pier of St. Johni 

St. John X, 1-16. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that enter.. 
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eth^iiot by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber.' But he that entereth in by the * 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
porter openeth, and the sheep hear his voice, 
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth 
his own sheep, ho goeth before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. And 
a stranger wfll they not follow, but will flee 
from him, for they know not the voice of stran
gers. This parable spake Jesus unto them, but 
they understood not what things they were 
which he spake unto them. Then said Jesus 
unto them again. Verily, verily, I say; unto you, 
I am the door of the sheep. All that ever,. 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not hear them. I am the door; b j 
me if any man enter in, ho shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out and find pasture. The 
thief Cometh not but for to steal, and to kill, . 
and to destroy; I am come that they might 
have hfe, and.that they might have it more 
abundantly. I am, the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his hfe for the sheep. 
But he that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fieeth, and 
the wolf catchcth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. The hireling fieeth because he is a 
hireling, and careth not^for the sheep. I am 

•miMillM 
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the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine. As the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

And that done, the president shall say unto them as 
hereafter followeih: 

You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
|)rivate examination as in the exhortation 
which was now made to you, and in the holy 
lessons taken out of the Gospel, and the wri
tings of the apostles, of what dignity, and of 
how great importance this office is whereunto 
ye are called. And now again we exhort you in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you have 
in remembrance, into how high a dignity and 
to how weighty an office ye are called; that is 
to say, to be messengers, watchmen, and stew
ards of the Lord, to teach and to premonish, to 
feed and provide for the Lord's family, to seek 
for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and 
for his children who are in the midst of this 
evil world, that they may be saved through 
Christ for ever. 

Have always, therefore, printed in your re
membrance how great a treasure is committed 
to your charge. For they are the sheep of 
Christ, wUioh he bought with hisj death, aad for 
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whom he shed his blood. The Church land 
congregation whom you must serve, is 1 hia 
spouse and his body. Anl i f it shall happen, 

le same Church, or any member thereof, do 
Sake any hurt or^hinderance by reason of your 
negligence, ye know the greatness of the fault, 
and, also the horrible punishment that will en
sue. Wherefore consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry toward the children of God, 
toward the spouse and body of Christ; and see 
that you never cease your labor, your care and 
dfligence, until you have done all that lieth in 
you, according to your bounden duty, to bring 
all such as are or shall be committed to. your 
charge, unto that agreement in the faith and 
knowledge of God, and tĉ  that ripeness and 
perfectneSs of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among you, either for error in rehgion, 
or for viciousness in hfe. 

Forasmuch then, aa your office is both of so 
great excellency, and of so great difficulty, ye 
see with how great care and study ye ought to 
apply yourselves, as well that ye may show 
yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Lord^ 
who hath placed you in so high a dignity; as 
also to beware that neither you yourselves of
fend, nor be occasion that others offend. How-
beit ye cannot have a mind and will thereto of 
yourselves; for that will and abflity is given of 
God alone: therefore ye ought, and have need 
to pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit. And see-

I 
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ingthat ye cannolby any other means compass ^ 
the doing of so weighty a work, pertaining to 
the salvation of man, but with doctrine and ex
hortation taken out of the Holy Scriptures^ and 
with a life agreeable to the same; consider how 
studious ye ought to be in reading and learning 
the Scriptures, and in framing the manners, 
both of yourselves and of them that specially 
pertain unto you,̂  according to the rule of the 
same Scriptures: and for this self-same cause, 
how ye ought to forsake and set aside (as much 
as you may) all worldly cares and studies. 

We have good hope that you have all weighed 
and pondered these things with yourselves long 
before this time: and that you have clearly de
termined, by God's grace, to give yourselves 
wholly to this offic6, whereunto it hath pleased 
God to call you ; so that as much as lieth in you, 
you wiU apply ygurseh^es wholly to this one 

• thing, and draw all ymA cares and studies this 
way, and that v^JtTwill continually pray to God 
tlie Father', by the mediation of our only Saviour 
Jesus Christ, for tlio heavenly assistance of the 
Holy Ghost; that by daily reading and weigh
ing of the Scriptures, yo may wax riper and 
stronger in your ministry ; and that yo may so 
endeavor yourselves from time to time to sanc
tify the lives of you and yours, and to fashion 
them after the j'ulo and doctrine of Christ, that 
ye may bo wholesome and godly examples and 
patternsi for tho people to follow.' 
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And now .that this present congregation Of 
Christ, here assembled, may also understand 
yourmmds and wills.in these things, and that 
this yout promise may the more move you to do 
y o ^ r ^ u t ^ : ye. shall answer plainly to U,̂ ^̂ ^ 
things which we, in the name of God and Ins 
S c h , shall demand of you touehing ti.e sam 

Do you think in your heart that you are ru 
called/according to the will of ouv Lord Jc.us 
Christ, to the order of elders ? ; 

Uwsw. Itliinkso. , 
r f e p m a e n ( . Are you V ^ r s n M ti^^J^ 

•HolT Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrmo Holy bcriptu ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^^j^^^,„„ 

nal salvation, but *^ t wi.ch you ŝ^̂^̂^̂  
Buaded may be concluded and provea y 

' 7 r L m so persuaded, and have so deter-

Lord hath c o m m a n d e d ? _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 
Ar)9w I w f l SO do, by tne nwiiJ V 
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word; and to use both public and private moni
tions and exhortations, as well to the sick as to 
the whole within your charge, as need shall re
quire and occasion shall be given ? 

Answ. 1 will, the Lord being my helper. 
The president. Will you be diligent in prayers, 

and in readii^ of the Holy Scriptures, and in 
such studies as help to the knowledge of the 
same, laying aside the study of the world and 
the flesh? 
- Answ. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord be
ing my helper. 

The president. Will you be diligent to frame 
and fashion yourselves, and your famihes, ac
cording to the doctrine of Christ; and to make 
both yourselves and them, as much as in you 
lieth, wholesome examples and patterns to the 
flock of Christ? 

Answ. I shall apply myself thereto, the Lord 
being my helper. 

The president. Will you maintain and set for
ward, as much as lieth in you, quietness, peace, 
and Ipvoy among aU Christian people, and espe
cially among them that are or shall be commit
ted to your charge ? 

Answ. I wiU do so, the.Lord being my helper. 

That done, thepresident shall pray in thiswise, cmd 
say, , . 

Let us pray. 

Alniighty God and heavenly Father, who of 
thme infinite love and goodness toward us, hast 

I 
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given to us thy only and most dearly beloved 
Son Jesus Christ to be pur Redeemer, and'the 
author of everlasting life; who after he had ' | 
made perfect our redemption by his death, and . • • 
waSi^scended into heaven,vsent abroad into the î r 
world his apostles, prophets, evangeUsts, doc- * • 

jftos, and pastors, by whose labor and ministry • H 
he gathered together a great floc^m all parts of 
the wOrld, to set forth the eternal praise of thy 
holy name; for these so great benefits of thy 
eternal goodness, and for that thou hast vouch
safed to call these thy servants here present to I 
the same office and ministry" appointed for the ^ 
salvation of mankind, we render unto thee t 
most hearty thanks; we praise and worship 
thee; and we humbly beseech thee by the 
same, thy blessed Son, to grant unto all who 
either here or elsewhere call upon thy name, 
that we may continue to show ourselves thank
ful unto thee for these, and all other thy bene
fits, and that we may dafly increase and go for
ward in the knowledge and faith of thee and 
thy Son, by the Holy Spirit. So that as well 
by these thy ministers, as by them over whom 
they shall be appointed thy ministers, thy holy 
name may be forever glorified,'and thy blessed . 
kingdom enlarged, throtigh the same, thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the same Holy Spirit^ 
world without end. Amen. 

I I iitiiiiiiiiiiiiwii'tiii'iii 
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When this prayer is done, the president with the eh 
ders present, shall lay 'tlieir hands severally uj)on 
the head of every one that receiveth the order of 
elders; the receivers humMi/ kneeling upon their, 
knees, arid the president saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Ghost for 
the office and work of an elder in the Church 
of God, now committed unto thee by the imposi
tion of our hands. And be thou a faithful dis
penser of the word of God, and of his holy sa
craments; in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Tlien the president shall deliver to every one ofthem^ 
kneellng,tlie Bible into his hands, saying^ 

Take thou authority to preach the word of 
God, and to administer the holy sacraments in 
the congregation. 

Then the-president shall say, 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 
sendupon these thy servants thy,heavenly bles
sings, that they may be clothed with righteous
ness, and that thy word spoken by their mouths 
may have 'such success, that it may never be 
spoken in vain. Grant also that we may have 
grace to hear and receive what they shall de-. 
liver out of thy most holy word, or agreeably to 
the same, as the means of .our salvation; and 
hat in all our words and deeds we may seek 

thy glory, and the increase of thy kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ Our .Lord. Amen. 
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Assist us, 0 Lord, in all our doihgs, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy 
continual help, that in all our, works begun, con
tinued, ar.id ended in theo, we may glorify thy 
holy name, and finally, by thy mercy obtain ev
erlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Am^M. " 

The peace of God which passeth all under
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Ftither, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always. -A77zera. 

, SECTION-IL 

The Form and Manner of maJcing of Deaconŝ  
[Wlien the day appointed for tho ordination is comev 

there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring the 
duty and office of such as come to be admitted dea
cons,] 

AfteriWhich, one of tlifl. elders, shall present unto the 
president the persons to be ordained deacons, and, 
their names being read aloud, the president shall 
say unto the people: " . \ 

Brethren, if there be any of you who know
eth any impediment or crime in any of these 
persons presented to be ordained deacons, for 
the which he ought not to be admitted to that 
office, let him come forth in the name of 

•tjuwriaiwiiffiutiJwaBimiaaj 
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God, and show what the crime or im^di-
ment is. 

[If any crime or impediment be objected, the pres
ident shall surcease from ordaining that person, until 
such time as the party accused shall b6 found clear of 
that crime.] 

Then shall be read tlie following collect and epistle ; 

The Collect 

Almighty God, who by thy divine Providence 
hast appointed divers orders of ministers in thy 
Church, and who didst inspire thy apostles to 
choose into the order of deacons thy first martyr, 
St. Stephen, with others: mercifully behold these 
thy servants, now called to the like office and 
administration; replenish them so with the truth 
of thy doctrine, and adopn them with innocency 
of life^ that both by* word and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to 
the glory of thy name, and the edification of thy 
Church, through the merits of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghost now and forever. Ame^z. 

The Epinile. 1 Tim. iii, 8-13. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
doubled tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience. And let these 
also first be proved; then let them use the office 
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of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so • 
must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, 
faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well. For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well, purchase to them
selves a good degree, and great boldness in the 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. ' ' 

Then shall the president examine every ofte of those 
who are to be ordained, in the presence of the people, 
after this mannerfolloioing:— 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office of 
the ministry in the Church of Christ, to serve 
God for the. promoting of his glory and the ed-. 
ifying of his people ? 

Ansvj. I trust so. 
The President. Vo you unfeigneily believe all 

the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament? 

Answ. I do believe them, 
The President.' Will you diligently read or ex^ 

pound the same unto the people whom you shall 
be appointed to serve ? 

-Ansu), I will. 
The President. It appertaineth to the office of 

a deacon to assist the elder in divine service. 
And especially when he ministereth the holy 
communion, to help him in the distribution 
thereof, and to read and expound the Holy 
Soriptures; to Instruct tho youth, and in the ab-

BMttl 
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sence of tho elder to baptize. And ftirthermore, 
it is his office to search for the sick, poor, and 
impotent, that they may be visited and relieved. 
Will you do this gladly and wUlingly ? 

Answ. J will do so by the help of God. 
The PreHident. Will you apply all your, dil

igence to frame and fashion your own lives (and 
the lives of your families) according to the doc
trine of Christ; and to make (both) yourselves 
(arid them,) as much as in you lieth, wholesome 
examples of the flock of Christ? 

Answ. I will do so, the Lord being my helper. 
21ie President. Will j^ou reverently obey them 

to whom the charge and government over you 
is committed, follbwing with a glad mind and 
will their godly admonitions ? 

Ansiu. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord be
ing my helper. 

• 

Then the President, laying his hands severally upon 
the head of eeery one of them, shall say, 

Take thou authoritv to execute the office of a 
deacon in the Church of God; in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. • -

Then shall thepresident deliver to every one of them 
the Holy JBible, saying. 

Take thou authority to read the Holy Scrip
tures in the Church of God, and to preach the 
same. 
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!rA«7i' on-̂  of them appointed by the president shall 1 
.^ read the Gospel. 

. • • r . 

Luke xii, 35-38. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
ing, and ye yourselves like unto men that 

wait for their Lord, when he will return from the 
wedding, that when be cometh and knocketh, 
they fnay open unto him immediately. Blessed 
are those servants whom the Lord when he 
cometh shall find watching. Verily I say unto 
you, that he shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit ddwn to meat, and will come forth and 
serve them. And if he shall come in the second 
watch, or come in the third watch, and find them 
'so, blessed are those servants. 

[Then shall the president proceed in the communion, 
and all that are ordained shall receive the holy com
munion.] 

The communion ended, immediately before the ben-
ediction shall be said these collects following :— 

' r- Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who 
of thy great goodness hast vouchsafed to accept-
and take these thy servants into the office of 
deacons of thy Church : make them, we beseech 
thee, 0 Lord, to be modest, humble, and .con
stant in their ministration, and to have a ready 
will to observe all spiritual discipline; that they 

'having always the testimony of a good con
science, and continuing ever stable and strong in 
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thy Son Christ Jesus, may so well behave them
selves in this inferior office, that they may be found 
worthy to be called into the higher ministries in 
thy Church, through the.same, thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom be glory and 
honor, world without end. Amen. 

Assist us, 0 Lord, in all our doings, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy 
continual help; that in all our works, begun, 
continued and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The peace of God, which passeth all under
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Al
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, be among you, and remain with you al
ways. Amen. 

\ 

CHAPTER X. 
THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZ.VTION OF MATRIMONY. 

At the day and time appointed for solemnisiation of 
matrimony, the persons to be married standing to
gether, the man on the right hand, and th0j)oma/n 
on the left, the minister ^hall say, . M 

• . . ^ 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together 
hero in the eight of God, and in the presence of 

. ^^ 
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these witnesses, to join together this.man and 
this woman in holy matrimony: which is an 
honorable estate, instituted of God in the time 
of man's innocency, signifying unto us the mys
tical union that is between Christ and his Clmrch; 
which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified 
with his presence, and first miracle that lie 
wrought in Cana of Galilee, and is commended 
of St. Paul to be honorable among all men; and 
therefore is not by any to be taken in hand 
unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, 
and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore, if 
any can show any just cause why they may not 
lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, 
or else hereafter for ever hold his peace. 

And also speaking unto the persons that are to be 
'"^arriedjhe shall say.' 

I require and charge you both (as you will 
answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when 
the secrets of all hearts shaU be disclosed) that 
if either of you know any impediment why you 
may not be lawfully joined together in matrimo-
nŷ  you do now confess it: for be ye well as
sured, that so many as are coupled together 
otherwise than God's word doth allow, are not 
joined together by God, neither is theirjmatri-
mony lawfuL 

1 ; 

1* 
i \ 
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Jfno irnpedinient be alleged, then shall the minister 
say iirdo the man, 

M., Wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded 
wife, to five together after God's ordinance, in 
the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love 
her, comfort her, honor, and keep her, in sickness 
and in health: and, forsaking all other, keep 
thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

The man shall answer, 

" ; , I will . 

Then shall the minister say ^mto the woman, 

K, Wilt thou have this man to thy wedded 
husband, to live together after God's ordinance, 
in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou 
obey him, serve him, love, honor, and keep him, 
in sickne.ss and in health: and,.v forsaking all 
other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye 
both shall live? 

. Tlie loomcin shall ansioer, 

1 will. 

Then the minister shall ccmse the man with his right 
' hand to take the woman by her right hand, mid to 

say after him asfolloioeth :~ 

T, M., takothee, N., to be my wedded wife, to 
have and to hold, fi'om this day forward, for bet
ter, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness 
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and in health, to love and to cherish, till death 
do us part, according to God's holy ordinance: 
and thereunto I plight thee my faith. 

Then shall they loose their hands, atid the woman with 
her rigid hand taking the man by his right hcmd, 

. shall likewise sa/y after the minister: 

I, N., take thee, M., to be my wedded husband, 
to have and to hold from this day forward, for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sick
ness and in health, to love, cherish, and to obey, 
tfll death us do part, according to God's holy or
dinance : and thereto I give thee my faith. 

Then shall the minister join their right hands together, 
and say. 

Those whom God hath joined together let no 
man put asunder. 

Forasmuch as M. and N. have consented to^ 
gether in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the 
same before God and this company, and there
to have pledged their faith either to other, and 
have declared the same by joining of hands; I 
pronounce that they are man and wife together, 
in the name, of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.^ 

And the minister shall add this blessing:— 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon yOu, and so 
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fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, 
that ye may so live together in this life, that in 
the world to come ye may have life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Then let 2>rayer be qfered. 

C H A P T E R XI. 
ORDER OP THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

The minister, meeting the. corpse, and going before it 
, , shall say, 

I am the resurrection and the life; he that be-
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me, shall never die. John xi, 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer hveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 
and though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shah I see God; whom I 
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
andhot another. Job xix, 25-27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it 
is certain we Jan carry nothing out. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi, T; Job 

' • y \ ^ . • • 
4.t the gro/oe, when the corpse is laid in the earth, ih$ 

. nmiister shall sa^, 
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Man that is born of a woman hath but a short 
time to live, and is full of misery. He cometh 
up, and is cut down like a flower ; he fleeth as 
it were a shadow, and never continueth in one 
stay. 

In the midst of life v/e are in death: of whom 
I may we seek for succor, but of thee, 0 Lord, 
f who for our sins art justly displeased? 
i- Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0 Lord most 

mighty, 0 holy and most merciful Saviour, de
liver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts: shut not thy merciful ears to our pray
ers, but spare us. Lord most holy, 0 God most 
mighty, 0 holy and merciful Saviour, thou 
most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not at our 

.« last, hour for any pains of death to fall from thee. 

Then shall be said, 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write; from henceforth blessed are the dead 

. , who die in the Lord: even so, saith the Spirit; 
^ ' for they rest from their labors. 

Then shall the minister say, 

Y* Lord have mercy upon us. -
Christhave mercy upon us. 

• Lord have mercy upon us. 

* . Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come; thy wiU be 

•••—' N:f«,*'pt^.T-j'*g t ' -
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and worn-out preachers, shall be aflowed'by the 
Annual Conventiori the same sums respectively 
which, are allowed to the children of living 
preachers. And on the death of a preacher 
leaving a cbfld or children without so much Of 
worldly goods as should be necessary to his, her 
or their support, the Annual Convention of which 
be was a member shall raise, in such manner as 
may be deemed best, a yearly sum for the sub
sistence and education of such orphan child or 
children, until he, she, or they, shall have arriv
ed at fourteen years of age. The amount of 
which yearly sum shall be fixed by a committee 
of the Convention at each session in advance. 

6. It shall be the duty of a committee apr 
pointed by the Official Board, who shall be mem
bers of our Church, to make an estimate of the 
amount necessary to furnish fuel and table ex
penses for the family or famihes of preachers 
stationed witli them, which estimate shall be 
subject to the action of the Official Board; and 
the Stewards shall provide, by such means as 
they may devise, to meet such expenses, in 
moneys or otherwise: provided the Stewards shall 
not appi'opriate the moneys collected for the 
regular Quarterly allowance of the preachers to 
the payment of fanjily expenses. 

Let every class leader at the commencement 
of the year, ascertain how much each member 
of his class is able and wifling to pay,_per loeek, 
for the suppport of the preachers, and note the 

i 
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same in his class-book, and diligently see to. 
it that the coflections are made weekly, duly 
credited, and paid over to the Steward for the 
benefit of the preachers. 

1. Let the Stewards cireulare among our 
friends a subscription, p.rtvable quarterly, to sup
ply the deliciency in the preacher's allowance; 
and if there be any surplus arising from the class 
coflections and the quarterly sabscriptions,, it 
shaU be appropriated for the support of missions, 
unless otherwise ordered by the official board. 

SECTION IL ' 

Of the Qualifhcatirras, Appointlaenis, and Duties of 
the Stewards of Circuits and Stations. 

Quest. 1. What are the qualifications neces
sary for Stewards? • . 
• A'asw. Let them be men of solid piety, who 

both know and love the Methodist doctrine an̂ d 
discipline, and of good natural and acquired' 
abilities to transact the temporal business. 

Quest. 2. How are Stewards to be appointed? 
Ansio. By the Society at their annual meeting. 
Quest. 3. What are the duties of Stewards? 
Ansto. To take an exact account of all the 

money or other provisions collected for the sup
port of preachers in the circuit; to make an ac
curate return of every expenditure of money, 
whether to the preachers, the sick, or the poor; 
to seek the needy and distressed in order to re-
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and worn-out preachers, shall be allowed by the 
Annual Convention the same sums respectively 

.which are allowed' to. the chUdren of fiving 
preachers. And. on the death of a preacher 
leaving a chUd or children without so mUch of 
worldly goods.as should be necessary to his, her. 
or their support, the Annual Convention of which 
he was a member shall raise, in such manner as 
may be deemed best, a yearly sum for the sub
sistence and education of such orphan child or 
children, until he, she, or they, shall have arriv
ed at fourteen years of age. The -amount of 
which yearly sun\ shall be fixed by a committee 
of tho Convention at each session in advance. 

6. It shafl be the duty of a committee ap
pointed by the Official Board, who shall be mem
bers of our Church, to make an estimate of the 
amount necessary to furnish fuel and table ex
penses for the family or famUies of preachers 
stationed with them, which estimate shall be 
subject to the action of the Official Board; and 
the- Stewards shall provide, by such means as 
they may devise, to meet such expenses, in 
money or otherwise: provided the Stewards shall 
not appropriate the moneys collected for the 
regular quarterly allowance of the preachers to 
the payment of family expenses. 

Let every class leader at the commencement 
of the year, ascertain how much each member 
of his class is able and willing to pay, per loeeĥ  
for the suppport of the preachers, and note the 

m 

\ 
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same in his class-book, and dfligently see to 
it that the collections are Vnade weekly, duly 
credited, and paid over to tlie Steward for the 
benefit of the preachers. ' 

t . Let the Stewards circulate among our 
friends a subscription, payable cpiarterly, to sup
ply the deficiency in the preachers allowance; 
and if there be any surplus arising from the class 
collections and the quarterly subscriptions, it 
shall be appropriated for the support of missions, 
unless otherwise ordered by the official board. 

SECTION II. 

Of the Qualifications, Appointmenis, and Duties of 
the Siewa r̂ds of Circuits and Slatio7is. 

Quest. 1. What are the qualifications neces
sary for Stewards? 

ATISW. Let them be men'of solid piety, who 
both know and love the Methodist doctrine and 
discipline, and of good natural • and acquired 
abilities to transact the temporal business. 

Quest. 2. How are Stewards to be appointed? 
Ansio. By the Society at their annual meeting. 

' Quest. 3. What are the duties of Stewards? 
Ansiv. To take an exact account of all the 

money or other provisions collected for the sup
port of'preachers in the circuit; to make an ac
curate return of every expenditure of money, 
whether to the preachers, the sick, or the poor"; 
to seek the needy and distressed in order to re-
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lieve and comfort them; to inform the preachers 
of any sick or disorderly persons;. to tell the 
pi'eachers what they think wrong in them; to 
attend the quarterly meetings of their circuit; to 
give advice, if asked, in planning the circuit; 
to attend committees for tho application of money 
to Churches; to give counsel in matters of arbi
tration ; provide elements for the Lord's supper; 
to. write circular letters to the societies in the 
circuit to be more liberal if need be; as also to 
let them know, when occasion requires, the state 
of the temporal concerns at the last quarterly 
meeting; to register the marriages and baptisms. 

Quest. 4. What number of Stewards are nec
essary in each circuit ? 

Answ. Not less than than three, nor more than 
nine, one of whom shall be the Becording Stew
ard. 

CHAPTER X n i . 
Missions. 

1. Each Annual Convention shall have the 
charge of all missions within its bounds. It 
shall have power *to employ missionaries to la
bor .within its.bounds, who, with .the concur
rence of the president, shall be authorized to 
establish new churches, where the interests of 
the cause of God require. 

2. Each class leader shall appoint a mission
ary collector for his class, who shall collect at 
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least a cent a week for each member of the 
class who is wiUing to contribute the same; and 
from any persons not members of our Church 
who are willing to contribute to our missionary 
fund. 

3. A public missionary collection shall also 
be taken up at each appointment on every cir
cuit. 

4. All moneys collected for missionary purposes 
shall be taken to the Annual Convention, and 
applied according to its direction. 

COURSE OF ST0DY 
For those who wish to join the Traveling Connec-

, • tion on probation : 

English Grammar, Arithmetic, Modern Geo
graphy, Free Methodist Discipline, Spehing and 
Composition. 

FOB TRAYELING PREACHERS. 

FIRST YEAR. 

The Bible—Doctrines. 

• The Existence of God; the Attributes of God, 
namely, Unity, Spirituality, Eternity, Omnipot
ence, Ubiquity, Omniscience, Immutability, Wis
dom, Truth, Justice, Mercy, Love, Goodness, 
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Holiness; the Trinity in Unity; the Deity of 
Christ; the Humanity of Christ; the Union of 
Deity and Humanity; Personality and Deity of 
the Holy Ghost; Depravity; Atonement; Re
pentance ; Justification by Faith; Regeneration; 
Adoption; the Witness of the Spirit; Growth in 
Grace; Christian Perfection; Possibility of Final 
Apostacy; Immortality of the Soul; Resurrec
tion of the Body; General Judgment; Rewards 
and Punishment. 

Watson's Institutes, First Part; Wesley's 
Plain Account of Christian Perfection; Cutter's 
Anatomy and Physiology; Caldwell's Elocution. 

Composition. 

Essay or Sermon. 
[Read Wesley's Sermons and Notes; The 

Life of Wesley; Piatt's Gift of Power; Way-
land's Political Economy.] 

'•#* 

SECOND YEAR, 

The Bibles-Sacraments. 

The Sacrament of Baptism—Its Nature, De
sign, Obligation, Subjects, and Mode; The Sac
rament of the Lord's Supper—Its Nature, De
sign, and Obligation. 

Watson's Institutes, Second Part to the 18th 
Chapter; Peck's Central Idea; Wayland's Mo
ral Science. 

\ 
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Composition. 
lEssay or Sermon. 
[Read Bangs' History of Methodism; John^ 

ston's Natural Philosophy.] 

THIRD YEAR. 

The,Bible—History and Chronology. 

Candidates to be prepared upon the leading 
events in the Old and New Testament; Refer
ence Books; Home's Introduction; and Robin
son's Palestine. 

Watson's Institutes, Second Part, beginning 
with the 18th Chapter; Paley's Natural Theoto-
gj', Ruter's Church History; Whateley's Logic; 
Boyd's Rhetoric. 

Composition. 
Essay or Sermon. 
X^ead Fletcher's Works; Smith's Patriarchal 

Ago; Wilson's Outlines of History.] 

FOURTH YEAR. 

Review of the whole course. Watson's Insti
tutes, Third and Fourth Parts; Butler's Analo
gy ; Hitchcock's Elementary Geology. 

Composition, 
Essay or Sermon. 
[Read Smith's Hebrew People; Mosheim's. 

• Ecclesiastical History; Wayland's Intelleotual 
Philosophy; History of the "{jnited States* 
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